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AND HOW DO YOU "TRAIN" YOUR OCELOT? 
/ - 

T h i s  q u e s t i o n  was asked of 
M r .  Volney P h i f e r  who i s  a  v e t -  
e r a n  animal  t r a i n e r ,  s p e c i a l i z -  
i n g  i n  f e l i n e s .  H i s  Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer l i o n  is f a m i l i a r  
t o  everyone who g o e s  t o  t h e  
movies.  T h i s  l i o n ,  who s t i l l  
m a j e s t i c a l l y  looks  o u t  from 
e v e r y  movie sc reen  i n  t h e  coun t ry  
i s  b u r i e d  on h i s  o l d  home grounds ,  
a t  M r .  F h i f e r ' s  farm. 

M r .  P h i f e r  has  k i n d l y  o f f e r e d  
h i s  a d v i s e  t o  o c e l o t  owners, i n  
t h e  l e t t e r  reproduced a t  t h e  
r i g h t .  

Oce -LOT-POURRI 

Those wh i t e  s p o t s  on t h e  backs 
of eve ry  o c e l o t ' s  e a r s :  One t h e -  
o r y  which has  been advanced sounds 
v e r y  p l a u s i b l e .  I n  h i s  j ung le ,  
t h e  n o c t u r n a l  o c e l o t  expec t s  h i s  
enemy t o  a t t a c k  from t h e  r e a r .  He 
a t t a c k s  h i s  prey from t h e  same d i -  
r e c t i o n .  The wh i t e  s p o t s  on t h e  
backs o f . h i s  e a r s  r e p r e s e n t  "eyes" 
t o  confuse  an enemy s t a l k i n g  him 
i n  t h e  semi-darkness from behind.  
Whatever whim caused n a t u r e  t o  p u t  
them t h e r e ,  they  c e r t a i n l y  add t o  
t h e  o c e l o t ' s  d i s t i n c t i v e  beauty .  

Based on t h e  r e p o r t s  which con- 
t i n u e  t o  come from s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s ,  
we concur w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of many 
owners. As t h e  o c e l o t  ma tu res ,  he 
becomes "tamer". The f l i g h t i n e s s  
of k i t t enhood  i s  gone and he 
s t a b i l i z e s ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  o f t e n  
voiced b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
t o  keep t h e  k i t t e n  on ly  u n t i l  he 
grows up. 

7jl i fer's "animal 7 a r m  
WILD AND DOMESTIC PHONE 
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GILLETTE, NEW JERSEY 

bfrs. Harry G. Cisin, 
L. Is. Ocelot Club, 
Amagansett N. Y. 

March 7th. 1957. 

Dear Mrs. Cisin: 

Pardon delayed answer t o  your l e t t e r  of 2/16, bat have 
jus t  returned from a Picture job, on the Coast, and jus t  received 
It, on arr ival .  

I wish i t  ^ere posni'ble for ne(re your suggestions) t o  
wri te  a l e t t e r ,  to l l ing your members exactly how t o  t r a i n  the i r  
Ocelots, T y u t  candidly, I f  there i s  a hard and f a s t  rule,  i n  any 
animal training,  I've yet  t o  f ind it. In fac t  tha t ,  t o  me, i s  one 
of the reasons animals never lose in teres t ,  for  each i s  an in- 
dividual  challenge, -m& no two react  exactly alike. 

In  professional training, selection plays a s  important 
a part,  a s  it does in providing Human ~ o r k e r s  fo r  a given job, 
and it i s  just as  impossible t o  get a good performance from an 
animal, tha t  ~ u s t  be a rb i t r a r i ly  forced, is it i s  t o  get good 
work from a Human who dis l ikes  what he i s  doing. many t i m e s  
s d e c t  an animal from dozens, for  one type of role. 

The average person, keeping one or  two Unusual Fets, 
i s  not i n  a position t o  make t h i s  selection, so must simply 
take a chance, on gett ing one tha t  w i l l  react, 4s  desired. and 
from t h a t  point, a simple application of good old fashioned 
common sense, plus the necessary affection and physical care, is 
about a l l  tha t  i s  possible, and there w i l l  doubtless be as many 
disapointments, as successes, but, fo r  the Human so adapted, i t s  
fun. 

Ocelots are capable of intensive trainlng(The r ight  ones] 
we have used them many times i n  Motion and S t i l l  Pictures, and 
many years ago(in the twenties) trained a group of twenty, and 
played Fairs  for  two f a l l s ,  with them, thru The Central and Far 
Test, t h i s  was I believe, the largest  group ever trained, tho many 
smaller groups have been presented, by various ?rathers./^ 

a 

Good Luck To You And Your Members, y& If̂ " - 

The geograph ica l  o r i g i n  of t h e  o c e l o t  has  d i r e c t  bea r ing  on h i s  c o l o r i n g .  Dark r e d ,  brown and 
orange-red  o c e l o t s  a r e  u s u a l l y  found i n  dense  jung le  coun t ry .  Orange and yel low c a t s  i n h a b i t  l i g h t  
f o r e s t  and g r a s s  l a n d s .  Gray and yellow-gray come from b rush ,  rock and d e s e r t  country .  For  t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  we a r e  indeb ted  t o  t h e  American Oce lo t  Club,  Los Angeles,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  who have made 
c a r e f u l  s t u d i e s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  s i x  y e a r s .  



t. NEWS FROM AROUND THE JUNGLE 

Mr- Frank  N a p i e r ,  N a t u r a l i s t  a t  F r i c k  P a r k  Museum i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  P a . ,  who i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
,,QED, Channe l  13, i n  t h a t  c i t y ,  h a s  been  hoping  t o  i n c l u d e  a n  o c e l o t  among t h e  a n i m a l s  i n  h i s  
c h i l d r e n ' s  "zoo" t h e r e .  He w r i t e s :  " L a s t  November I p u r c h a s e d  a  young o c e l o t  and  t h e  n i c e  cub 
l i v e d  a l l  o f  f i v e  d a y s .  It had no i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  i l l n e s s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  day  of  i t s  d e a t h .  The l o s s  
l e f t  me i n  a  d a z e  s i n c e  I have  been  e x p e n d i n g  a  l o t  o f  money on o t h e r  a n i m a l s  a s  w e l l  a s  on a n i m a l  
f i l m  which  I p l a n  t o  show t o  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s t a t e s .  I f  a l l  g o e s  w e l l  i n  t h e  n e x t  two 
months ,  I p l a n  t o  buy a n o t h e r  k i t t e n .  A  n i c e  o c e l o t  would be  a  l o v e l y  a n i m a l  f o r  me t o  u s e  i n  my 
s c h o o l  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  work." 

I n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  o c e l o t s  a n d  membership i n  t h e  Long I s l a n d  O c e l o t  Club a r e  coming f r o m  w i d e l y  
s c a t t e r e d  p o i n t s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  b r i e f  m e n t i o n  t h a t  was made i n  a  N a t i o n a l  S t e e l  C o r p o r a t i o n  a d  - -  
a p p e a r i n g  c u r r e n t l y  i n  NEWSWEEK, TIME a n d  s i m i l a r  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  by M r .  F rank  D i t t r i c h ,  p u b l i s h e r  o f  
ALL-PETS MAGAZINE. C o l o r a d o  S p r i n g s ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  N.J.,  H i a l e a h ,  Fla, Wi lson ,  New York, Washing ton ,  
D.C.., a n d  many o t h e r  c i t i e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  c l u b  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  Even D r e s d e n ,  Germany 
v o i c e s  i n t e r e s t  i n  o u r  C l u b  a n d  i n  t h e  o c e l o t .  Mr. J o h a n n e s  P a u t s c h ,  who h e a r d  a b o u t  u s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  American F e l i n e  S o c i e t y ,  w i s h e s  u s  good l u c k  a n d  would l i k e  t o  be one o f  u s .  

Dr .  G e r a r d  K. Nash, Ohio member, o f f e r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  new o c e l o t  owners .  

BAY VIEW HOSPITAL 
MEMBER AMERICAN OSTEOPATHIC HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION 

2 S 2 0 0  L A K E  R O A D  

BAY VILLAGE. OHIO 

It appears that  a l l  imported wild c a t s  have i n t e s t i n a l  paras i tes  t o  
some degree. I n  t h e i r  natural  hab i ta t  they a r e  b e t t e r  able , in  many 
instances,to ward off the ill a f f e c t s  from such infections. However, 
the trauma of capture,shipping,change of diet,etc. lowers t h e i r  res i s -  
^ a c e  a  great deal  and the ne t  r e s u l t  is a  very- high mortality. 

4 would suggest t h a t  anyone purchasing a  new Ocelot should have it 
quarantined a t  a  veter inarian 's  who is sympathetic t o  the problem. 
During the tern of confinement t e s t s  should be run on the  stools,etc. 
t o  determin the presence of any parasites,etc. I believe the  Ocelot 
should be t reated f o r  any parasi tes  found,whether o r  not there  a r e  any 
outward appearing signs or symptoms. 

I a l s o  believe tha t  the d i e t  should be f o r t i f i e d  with vitamins and 
minerals a s  most of the imports seem t o  be in a  s t a t e  of .nalnutrition 
on a r r iva l .  Any changes in d i e t  should be brought about slowly,that 
is a  new food i n  the d i e t  should be introduced in very small amounts 
and then gradually Increased. Dietary upsets e a s i l y  weaken the Ocelot 
t o  where it i s  very susceptible t o  disease. 

Dr. Gerard K. Nash 

D r .  Nash a l s o  w r i t e s :  "As a  s e r -  
v i c e  t o  o c e l o t  owners  a n d  p r o s p e c -  
t i v e  owners  I would l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  
NEWSLETTER o u t l i n e  o r  p i c t u r e  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  t r u e  o c e l o t  
and  t h e  margay,  which  i s  somet imes  
m i s t a k e n l y  p u r c h a s e d  f o r  a n  o c e l o t . "  

The c l u b  h a s  been work ing  o n  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  and a n  e a r l y  N e w s l e t t e r  w i l l  
c a r r y  i t s  f i n d i n g s .  

S p e a k i n g  o f  Margays,  Kim, b e l o n g -  
i n g  t o  J e a n  and C h e s t e r  Massey o f  
E a s t p o r t ,  N.Y., had duck  e g g s  
o n e  morning i n  A p r i l ,  s e r v e d  w e l l  
b e a t e n .  Of c o u r s e  Kim l i v e s  on  a  
duck f a r m  and t h e  d u c k s  a r e  l a y i n g  
i n  A p r i l .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t ' s  a  b i g  
b r e a k f a s t  f o r  a  margay.  

Mrs. Ann Eiche lman o f  New Marke t  
V i r g i n i a  w r i t e s :  " S u l t a n  h a s  a  new 
hobby: b a l l o o n s .  We keep  them i n  a  
s p e c i a l  d rawer  t o  w h i c h  he  f r e q u e n t -  
l y  g o e s ,  begging  my husband  t o  b low 
o n e  up f o r  him." 

S u d d e n l y  C a r l o t t a ,  o c e l o t  owned 
by  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  c l u b ,  Mrs. C i s i n ,  
h a s  t a k e n  a  l i k i n g  t o  r a w  s p i n a c h , - -  
b u t  j u s t  t h e  s t e m s ,  n o t  t h e  l e a v e s .  

NEW MEMBERS 

Mrs. Lydia  S p o r l e d e r ,  E a s t  Lake Road,  W i l s o n ,  New York ,  owns a  n e u t e r e d  
male,Moje (name g i v e n  him i n  h i s  n a t i v e  B r a z i l ,  meaning No. 1 Boy) who 
w e i g h s  i n  a t  50 l b s .  Moje i s  two y e a r s  o l d .  "He i s  g e t t i n g  tamer  a l l  
t h e  t ime" w r i t e s  Mrs. S p o r l e d e r ,  "and o b e y s  me when I c a l l  him. He i s  
v e r y  p l a y f u l  and  l o v e s  t o  r e t r i e v e  t h i n g s  a n d  have  me t o s s  them f o r  him" 
S i n c e  he  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c a t  i n  t h e  LIOC, we show h i s  p i c t u r e  a t  r i g h t ,  
w i t h  Mrs. S p o r l e d e r .  * * *  

Air. James Neary,  836 Adams Avenue,  E l i z a b e t h  4 ,  N. J .  i s  e x p e c t i n g  t o  
g e t  a n  o c e l o t  k i t t e n .  Any s u g g e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  e i t h e r  s o u r c e ,  c a r e  
o r  h a n d l i n g ,  t h a t  a n y  member may w i s h  t o  make t o  Mr. Neary  w i l l  be 
h a p p i l y  r e c e i v e d .  


