
The " f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  L . I . O . C . "  It  was,  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  
c a t s  which were  i m p o r t a n t .  L e f t  is C a r l o t t a  and  mixing 
i t  u p  a t  r i g h t  a r e  "Baby", t h e n  named " S u l t a n "  and  K i m .  
A l l  have s i n c e  p a s s e d  on ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  humans n e v e r  
a l l o w e d  them t o  b e  f o r g o t t e n :  b u t  t h e r e  is no  way t h e y  
c a n  b e  r e l e g a t e d  to  t h e  p a s t  - t h e y  a r e  a l w a y s  w i t h  us .  

P e r f e c t  a t t e n d a n c e  - t h e  o r i g i n a l  t h r e e  c a t s  a n d  t h e i r  
owners: Jean Massey w i t h  Kim, l e f t  - C a t h e r i n e  C i s i n  
w i t h  C a r l o t t a ,  c e n t e r  a n d  D e n i s e  P i e r r o n  w i t h  S u l t a n ,  
r i g h t .  Loca t ion :  Amaqansett ,  New York, on  C a r l o t t a ' s  
f r o n t  1awn.Date: a p p r o x i m a t e l y  J u n e ,  1953.  W e  must  have 
done someth ing  r i g h t  t o  produce  s u c h  a g i a n t  o a k  from 
s u c h  t h r e e  f e l i n e  a c o r n s .  
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HAPPY 20th BIRTHDAY!  
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WE CALL HIM SKEETS 
Ã̂  

By Gayle  Schaecher 

For  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o r  so ,  we have had a n  o c e l o t  k i t t e n ,  
a l o v i n g  son,  a s p o i l e d  b r a t  and a clown, a l l  r o l l e d  
i n t o  one  l i v i n g  w i t h  u s  - and we c a l l  him Skee t s .  

W e  brought  Skee t e r  home when he was j u s t  f i v e  weeks o ld .  
He is one o f  t h e  Hause r ' s  k i t t e n s ,  born i n  Po r t l and  i n  
May, 1974. S i n c e  t h a t  day o u r  hone has  n o t  been t h e  
same. 

~t f i v e  weeks o l d  he  was such a l i t t l e  m i t e  w i t h  b i g ,  
"Dmbo" e a r s .  H i s  o n l y  needs seemed t o  be  h i s  b o t t l e  and 
me.  He would f a l l  a s l e e p  i n  your arms and s t a y  a s l e e p  
wh i l e  you put  him down i n  h i s  bed. But a s  you l e f t  t h e  
room on t i p - toes ,  you could  hear  a "wa-wan and look down 
by your  f e e t  and t h e r e  he  was w i t h  a g r i n  on t h a t  t i n y  
f a c e  and a look i n  h i s  eyes  t h a t  s a i d ,  "Look a t  me, 
a r e n ' t  I cu te?"  He s u r e  had o u r  number a s  w e  were and 
s t i l l  a r e  wrapped around t h a t  look. 

At fou r  months, we had Skee te r  declawed. I brought  him 
home from t h e  Ve t ' s  w h i l e  he was s t i l l  s l eep ing .  Mien he  
woke up t h e  "wa'wa" and t h e  p u r r s  s t a r t e d .  He was s o  ve ry  
good and  t r u s t i n g .  He accep ted  t h a t  t h i s  was something 
t h a t  was done and j u s t  wanted o u r  l o v e  and kind fondl ing.  

~t seven months S k e e t e r  knew something was wrong i n  t h e  
house. H i s  f r i e n d  Tajha was no longer  t h e r e  t o  p l ay  wi th  
him. (Tajha,  neu te red  male o c e l o t ,  abou t  seven yea r s  o l d ,  
had d i e d ) .  There were no more fun and games wi th  t h e  
people  he  knew. No one was paying ve ry  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  
him and h i s  c u t e  a c t s  o f  purr ,  p u r r ,  r o l l  over ,  purr ,  
s i t  up, p u r r  a t t a c k  from a doorway t o  make people  lump 
and play.Then one n i g h t  v e r y  l a t e  it was over.  Skee t s  
knew T a j  was gone. He a l s o  knew t h a t  "Mom" needed him 

'-e t h a n  eve r  before .  For  t h e  n e x t  couple  o f  weeks 
pytime I went t o  s i t  down, t h e r e  he  was, jumping i n  

,-lap want ing t o  be  loved. The g r e a t  pa in  t h a t  was 
:ed by l o s i n g  T a j  was made e a s i e r  t o  bear  because ' e t s  was the re .  

A t  n ine  months Skee te r  go  s i c k .  We were a l l  down w i t h  
t h e  f l u  a t  t h e  time. Dr. Orchards t r e a t e d  him f o r  a 
bowel i n f e c t i o n ,  and soon he was we l l .  But wh i l e  he was 
s i c k ,  he j u s t  wanted t o  l a y  on my bed wi th  m e  nex t  t o  
him. He l a i d  w i th  one  paw on each s i d e  o f  my f ace ,  h i s  
wet nose  pressed e v e r  s o  c l o s e  t o  my cheek. For t h r e e  
days  we went through him wanting me b e s i d e  him c o n s t a n t l y .  
I f  I moved, t h e  paws pressed t i g h t e r  and he would g i v e  a 
loud growl. I would s a y  " I t ' s  okay boy" then  pu r r ,  pu r r  
and back t o  s l e e p  he went. 

S k e e t s  is  o l d e r  now; we still  g e t  p l e n t y  o f  "wa'wa" and 
purr -purr ,  b u t  we now have a problem. He now knows he  
i s  r each ing  adulthood. Sheba, o u r  5 y e a r  o l d  female is 
now home. For t h e  l a s t  few months s h e  had been a t  t h e  

m p i c  Game Farm. S k e e t s  knows s h e  is home. He wants t o  
p i t h  he r  and he  wants t o  be  w i t h  t h e  family. He is  

between t h e  l o v e  o f  humans and h i s  n a t u r a l  i n s t i n c t  
z ing  a male o c e l o t  and is s o  undecided a s  t o  which 

way he should  go. 

The cho ice  is  mine. I w i l l  let go. Skee t s  w i l l  move 
o u t  o f  t h e  house t o  t h e  c a t  pens. I can on ly  hope t h a t  

w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  pens and t h e  o t h e r  c a t s  he w i l l  be  
happy. A s  happy a s  he has  been l i v i n g  i n  t h e  house 
wi th  us .  

He has  f i l l e d  hour s  o f  each day wi th  l a u g h t e r ,  joy  
p l easu re  and w i t h  t e a r s .  Watching t h i s  k i t t e n  grow b i g  
and s t r o n g  has  t r u e l y  been a p l easu re  t o  each member o f  
t h e  family.  To each  o f  u s  he has  g iven  something 
d i f f e r e n t  and joy fu l .  He grew t o  be  t h a t  "happy-go- 
lucky" c a t .  When you c a l l  him you w i l l  h e a r  t h e  "wa-wa" 
and t h e  pu r r ,  p u r r  a s  you hea r  him run down t h e  h a l l  t o  
f i n d  you. He is a lways  t a l k i n g .  This ,  w i t h  t h e  move out -  
s i d e ,  we hope he  d o e s  n o t  l o se .  we hope t h a t  he  and Sheba 
produce h e a l t h y ,  s t r o n g  and l o v i n g  k i t t e n s .  Th i s  l a s t  
year  has been a wonderful  y e a r  having S k e e t s  around - we 
pray f o r  many, many more t o  come. 

Legal Fund Update 
The fo l lowing  f o l k s  have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Legal  Fund 
s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  r e p o r t .  We know t h e r e  a r e  l o t s  more o f  
you o u t  t h e r e  - why haven ' t  we hea rd  from you? Times 

a r e  rough - b u t  i f  we d o n ' t  a l l  p i t c h  i n  t h e y ' r e  going 
t o  g e t  worse - f o r  you and  your c a t :  

Roger Harmon i n  memory o f  Ron Jacobson and S h i r l e y  
Nelson "Both o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  were s o l i d  LIOC 
and a g r e a t  l o s s  t o  southwestern  Branch" 

Southwestern Branch i n  memory o f  Ron Jacobson - 
" A  d e a r  f r i e n d  and one  o f  o u r  ~ o u n d i n g  Members" 

EVERY DIME PLEASE TRY 
WILL HELP HARDER 

Randy & Judy  Cannon 
c o r r i n e  ~oodman  $5,000. 
M r s .  George Vash 
Barbara Smith 
Marie Purdy 
Chuck & S u s i e  Kindt 90 

Paul A lbe r t  
Dan Meier 
Audrey Khadikin 
Ginger Sawyer 
p e t e r  & J a n  Cumming 

We've got a 
Grayce MCCOY 60 w a y  to go before 
Deryl Bear 
Dealana Sweat te  we can even start 
Richard & Monalu O r r i n  
Robert  Ga i r ,  Jr. 
George Dillroan 
~ i n n y  S t o r y  
Dr. & M r s .  Smith 
H a r r i e t t  Leake 
Michael Beam 
JO s u l l e n g e r  
Danny & S h i r l e y  Treanor  ,g 

Jeanne D. F r e t w e l l  
Mike smi th  

\' 



^ m m  i F Ken H a t f i e l d  -A 

I t h o u g h t  t h i s .  m i g h t  be t h e  p r o p e r  t i m e  f o r  a  " S t a t e  o f  
t h e  un ion"  a r t i c l e ,  o n l y  i n  t h i s  c a s e  it is  a  v e r y  
p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  o f  t h e  Union we a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h ,  t h e  
o w n e r s h i p  o f  e x o t i c  f e l i n e s .  

I n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  o f  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  
#1, I s s u e  #1, it f r e q u e n t l y  c o n t a i n e d  a r t i c l e s  o n  how t o  
h a n d l e ,  how t o  "tame" a n d  how t o  m e d i c a l l y  t r e a t  your  
new o c e l o t  k i t t e n  s o  a s  t o  g e t  it t o  l i v e  p a s t  t h e  f i r s t  
few months, o r  e v e n  weeks. We were  a l l  concerned  by t h e  
s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t ,  o f  t h e  k i t t e n s  t a k e n  from t h e i r  mother 
i n  t h e  w i l d  o n l y  o n e  i n  s e v e n  s u r v i v e d .  Now, a l l  t h a t  
h a s  changed - o r  h a s  i t ?  The m o t h e r s  a r e  still  b e i n g  
s l a u g h t e r e d  f o r  f u r s ,  which  a r e  g o i n g  t o  Europe by t h e  
b a l e s .  And, u n l e s s  someone i n  S o u t h  America happens t o  
w a n t  a n  o c e l o t  k i t t e n  - none o f  t h e  s e v e n  s u r v i v e .  I 
am n o t  f o r  t h e  open  i m p o r t i n g  a n d  s a l e  t h r o u g h  p e t  s h o p s  
a s  it u s e d  to b e ,  b u t  I a l s o  am n o t  n a i v e  eno-igh t o  
t h i n k  t h i s  ban h a s  changed  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  t h e  k i t t e n s .  

Another b i g  c h a n g e  is  t h e  v a s t l y  improved m e d i c a l  c a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o u r  f e l i n e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  a l l  a n i m a l s .  
F o r  a n  a n i m a l  t w e n t y  y e a r s  ago ,  t o  g e t  a n  i n f e c t i o n ,  o r  
c y s t i t u s ,  or even  to  b e  dec lawed was a  v e r y  r i s k y  t h i n g .  
Now we have  competen t  m e d i c a l  c a r e ,  v a s t l y  improved 
a n t i b i o t i c s ,  improved a n e s t h e s i a  a n d  even  have k i t t e n s  
b o r n  (unheard  o f  t h e n )  a n d  b o r n  b y c e a s a r i a n  s e c t i o n  
w i t h  b o t h  mother a n d  k i t t e n  s u r v i v i n g .  Not a lways ,  b u t  
t h e  c h a n c e s  a r e  f a r  b e t t e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  beginning .  

Another m a j o r  change ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  is  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  
i v a t e  owner i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  b r e e d i n g .  O c e l o t s ,  l e o p a r d  
s ,  l i t t l e  s p o t t e d  c a t s ,  g e o f f r o y  c a t s ,  margays,  

metahs,  c o u g a r s ,  l eopards ,c lo- ided  l e o p a r d s ,  go lden  
s .  i a a u a r u n d i s .  b o b c a t s ,  b l a c k  l e o m r d s ,  t h e  l ist  - - - 

.,̂ ies on  and on.  ~ l l  b y  t h e  r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  
e i t h e r  have o n e  o r  poss ib lyp two p a i r s  o r  have a  c o l l e c t -  
i o n  on  a b r e e d i n g  f k .  I had o c c a s i o n ,  a  y e a r  ago,  t o  
t r y  t o  g a t h e r  d a t a  o n  how many o c e l o t s  had been born 
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  t o  c a t s  i n  t h e  Cluo.  A s  b e s t  I c o u l d  
d e t e r m i n e  - we, a l l  p z i v a t e  owners - had had a t  
l e a s t  270 k i t t e n s ,  which  I b e l i e v e  is a  minimum f i g u r e .  
T h a t  is  some r e c o r d ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f i r m  b e l i e f  o f  
y e a r s  a g o  t h a t  it c o u l d n ' t  b e  done.  

And t h e n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  we have  t h e  Endangered S p e c i e s  
A c t  and  i ts  many r a m i f i c a t i o n s .  Many o f  u s  have 
e x o t i c  f e l i n e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  Endangered S p e c i e s ,  b u t  
a r e  s t i l l  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a f f e c t e d  by t h e s e  laws,  o r  
r a t h e r  by t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  b u r e a u c r a t i c  e n f o r c e r s  
o f  t h e  laws  s e e  f i t  t o  p i l e  on u s .  By t h e  l i t t l e  c a t c h  
a l l  known a s  t h e  " s i m i l a r i t y  o f  a p p e a r a n c e "  c l a u s e ,  
b y  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  who want e v e r y  s p e c i e s  t o  be 
p l a c e d  o n  t h e  l i s t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  
a r e  i n  f a c t  endangered  o f  e x t i n c t i o n ,  and  by S t a t e s  
o n e  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  p a s s i n g  more and  more laws,  b e c a u s e  
i f  t h e y  do, t h a t  p r o v e s - t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
o r i e n t e d  and  d e s e r v i n g  o f  some o f  t h e  money b e i n g  p a s s e d  
o u t  under  t h e  F e d e r a l  a c t .  

And t h e n ,  when we compla in ,  what  d o  we g e t ?  Ah, t h e r e  i s  
a  s o l u t i o n  o n  t h e  h o r i z o n  f o r  " c a p t i v e  s e l f - s u s t a i n e d  
p o p u l a t i o n s " ,  a  T h r e a t e n e d  S p e c i e s  c a t e g o r y ,  t h e y  t e l l  
u s  And o u r  S e n a t o r s  And o u r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  But ,  even  
if we c o u l d  g e t  t h e  o c e l o t  l i s t e d  a s  "Threa tened" ,  which 
is  e x t r e m e l y  remote ,  and  which w i l l  n e v e r  happen w i t h  
t h e  margay, n o t e  t h i s :  Say,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  argument,  
t h a t  t h e  o c e l o t  was d o w n l i s t e d  t o  t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  c a t e g o r y ,  
what  t h e n ?  Why p e r m i t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  o f  c o u r s e :  Wait, 
t h e v  sav .  we have  a  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s e l l  t h e  
a n i m a l s i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  - 5 c e r t i f i e d l i c e n s e d  b r e e d e r  
o f  t h a t  species o n l y  c o u l d  s e E T - y n - r t i f i e d  -- e e n s e d  b r e e d e r .  Now who o r  what  - d.2 you s u p p s e  i s  

nq t o  b e  a  " c e r t i f i e d  l i c e n s e d  b r e e d e r " ,  a  p r i v a t e  
t v i d u a l ? ? ?  I n  f a i r n e s s  t o  t h e  z o o s ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  even  
c t h i s ;  e v e r y  z o o  would have  t o  be a  l i c e n s e d  b r e e d e r  

o t  e v e r y  s p e c i e s  t h a t  i s  t h r e a t e n e d .  No, t h e  o n l y  answer 
t o  o u r  dilemma is e i t h e r  a n  ammendment to  t h e  ~ c t  t o  

a l l o w  f r e e  movement o f  t h e  c a p t i v e  b o r n  a n i m a l s ,  r e g a r d -  
less o f  who o r  what  is  i n v o l v e d ,  o r  a  l e g a l  c o u r t  c a s e  
i n  which we c h a l l e n g e  t h i s  b u r e a u c r a t i c  t ake-over  o f  o u r  
p e r s o n a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  - o a r  a n i m a l s .  

W e  f e e l  t h a t  many p a r t s  o f  t h i s  l a w  a r e  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ;  
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a n y  e x o t i c  owner h a s  
committed a n  i l l e g a l  a c t  u n l e s s  h e  can  p r o v e  h e  h a s  n o t .  
However, a s  some o f  o u r  members a r e  a l r e a d y  f i n d i n g  o u t ,  
p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  i n s i s t i n g  on  o n e ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  
i s  a  l o n g  a n d  c o s t l y  p r o p o s i t i o n .  C o n s i d e r  t h e  S tevenson  
and  Neuhaus f a m i l i e s  f o r  example. I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  
b u t  I would e s t i m a t e  t h e y  have s p e n t  ( o r  owe)around 
$1,500.00 f o r  t h e  c o u r t  c o s t s ,  t r a n s c r i p t s ,  l e g a l  f e e s ,  
l o s s  o f  pay  a t  work, e t c .  - a n d  t h e y  h a v e n ' t  even  g o t t e n  
i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  Appea ls  C o u r t  y e t !  I h a v e n ' t  been  i n  
t o u c h  w i t h  Ginny S t o r y  l a t e l y ,  b u t  I i m a g i n e  s h e  t o o  is 
r i g h t  on  u p  t h e r e  w i t h  h e r  l e g a l  a n d  c o u r t  c o s t s .  There- 
f o r e ,  when you r e a d  t h e  p l e a s  f o r  d o n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  L e g a l  
Fund and  t h e n  d o n ' t  r e a d  o f  a n y  a c t i o n ,  it is b e c a u s e  we 
know j u s t  how c o s t l y  a n  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h i s  w i l l  be.  And we 
d a r e  n o t  s t a r t  s o m e t h i n g  and t e n  n o t  f i n i s h  it - b y  
a p p e a l s  a l l  t h e  way up t o  t h e  jupreme C o u r t  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  

W e  have one  o t h e r  s l i g n t  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you c o u l d  h e l p  
w i t h  b y  - you g u e s s e d  it - l e t t e r  w r i t i n g ,  t e l e g r a m  
s e n d i n g ,  e t c .  T h e r e  is a  new R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a s  Chairman 
o f  t h e  House Sub-committee o n  F i s h e r i e s ,  W i l d l i f e  Conser-  
v a t i o n  a n d  t h e  Environment,  r e p l a c i n g  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Dingle .  c h a i r m a n  L e g g e t t  and  h i s  commit tee  were  i n s t r u -  
m e n t a l  i n  s t o p p i n g  t h e  new r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Lacey ~ c t  
l a s t  y e a r  which would have  s t o p p e d  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  
j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  (known a s  i n j u r i o u s  w i l d l i f e ) .  He 
was q u o t e d  a s  s a y i n g  t h a t  is was l i k e  " s w a t t i n g  a f l y  
w i t h  a  s l e d g e  hammer". T h e r e f o r e ,  we s i n c e r e l y  hope h e  
w i l l  b e  a s  open  t o  r e a s o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f r e e  movement 
o f  any  c a p t i v e  b o r n  o f f s p r i n g .    gain, t h i s  would prob- 
a b l y  mean a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  Act ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  he c o u l d  
f i n d  a  q u i c k e r  s o l u t i o n  if h e  r e a l l y  t r i e d .  C o n s i d e r  t h i s  
t h e o r y :  a r e  t h e  o f f s p r i n g ,  which  a r e  b o r n  i n  t h e  Uni ted  
S t a t e s ,  a c t u a l l y  a n  Endangered S p e c i e s ?  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Convent ion  which o u r  government s i g n e d ,  s a y s  no. Only t h e  
a n i m a l s  i n  t h e  w i l d  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  by them t o  be endangered.  
So, i f  e v e r y o n e  would w r i t e  c h a i r m a n  L e g g e t t  o f  t h e  House 
Sub-committee above ,  r e q u e s t i n g  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  h i s  
Committee, t o  f o r c e  t h e  U.S.D.I. t o  a l l o w  freedom from 
c o n t r o l s  o f  a l l  c a p t i v e  born  o f f s p r i n g ,  w i t h  c o p i e s  t o  
y o u r  S e n a t o r s  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  who knows perhaps  some- 
t h i n g  good would come o f  it. W e  c a n  b u t  Try.  

Yes, t h e r e  have  b e e n  v a s t  c h a n g e s  s i n c e  Volume I, Number 1. 
P l e a s e  God, w e ' l l  b e  h e r e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  from now, s t i l l  
r e a d i n g  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  a n d  h a v i n g  t h e  p l e a s u r e  - a n d  t h e  
r i g h t  - t o  e n j o y  o u r  b e l o v e d  f e l i n e s ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e  s p e c i e s  
may be.  



By. B. J. L e s t e r  

A r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  LIOC Newsle t ter  on  t h e  "Eas tern  
Cougar" prompted me t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  f u r t h e r  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  
t h e  FLORIDA PANTHER, a r a c e  Of t h e  Eas t e rn  Cougar. There 
seems t o  be d i s c r e p a n c i e s  i n  t h e  coun t  o f  t h i s  spec i e s ,  
F e l i s  conco lo r  c o r y i ,  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a .  The World 
W i l d l i f e  Fund " S p e c i a l  Report ,  Summer o f  1974" s t a t e s . . .  
" t h e  l i t h e  and b e a u t i f u l  F l o r i d a  panther  is on the ve ry  
ve rge  o f  e x t i n c t i o n . . t h e r e  a r e  no more than  10 t o  20 a t  
most i n  F l o r i d a  from Lake Okeechobee southward." The 
WWF h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  $4,000. i n  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s  f o r  t h e  
pan the r  s t u d y  by Dr. R. M. Nowak and Roy McBridge i n  t h e  
s c r u b  f o r e s t s  and marshlands o f  t h e  Big Cypress Swamp 
and  n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Everglades  Na t iona l  Park which 
was determined t o  be  t h e  prime r ange  o f  t h i s  cougar. 
WWF f u r t h e r  s a i d  t h a t  "because o f  its s e c r e t i v e  na tu re ,  
s m a l l  numbers and remote h a b i t a t ,  l i t t l e  r e l i a b l e  i n fo r -  
i a t i o n  on t h e  F l o r i d a  Panther  has  been ob ta ined  f o r  many 
ears. . . information neces sa ry  f o r  any meaningful conser- 

- ^ i t i on  program t o  p r o t e c t  it from ex t inc t ion . ?  

-ccording t o  World W i l d l i f e  Fund, t h e  F l o r i d a  Game and 
F i s h  Commission coope ra t ed  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  s o  I wrote  t o  
t h e  FGFC i n  T a l l a h a s s e e  and r ece ived  t h i s  r e p l y  from 
Love t t  E. Will iams, Jr., W i l d l i f e  B io log i s t :  

"We do n o t  make a sys t ema t i c  count  o f  panthers  i n  
F l o r i d a .  They a r e  f a r  t o o  s c a r c e  t o  permi t  a c c u r a t e  
enumeration.  My e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  popula t ion  
a t  t h i s  t ime  (January,  1975) is 30 panthers ."  M r .  
Will iams s y a s  t h i s  count  is based on..."not much more 
t h a n  a g u t  f ee l ing . "  He s a y s  t h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t  a few 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  a u t h e n t i c a t e d  specimens 
k i l l e d  on highways o r  by r anche r s ,  e t c .  du r ing  t h e  p a s t  
10 yea r s .  

S i g h t i n g s  have come from a l l  p a r t s  o f  F l o r i d a ,  i nc lud ing  
t h e  panhandle s e c t i o n  wes t  o f  Ta l l ahas see ,  b u t  most were 
i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  and sou the rn  p a r t s  o f  F lo r ida .  The most 
r e c e n t  highway f a t a l i t y  was abou t  two y e a r s  ago west  o f  
Lake Okeechobee; t h e  specimen was donated  t o  t h e  F lo r ida  
S t a t e  museum, acco rd ing  t o  Mr. Wil l iam's  l e t t e r .  

I n  January ,  1975, a J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a  newspaper 
columnis t ,  Cha r l e s  Waterman, wro te  i n  h i s  column 
OUTDOORS "Flor ida  Pan the r s  S t a y  i n  Hiding". He r e l a t e d  
a s t o r y  about  a young pan the r  who made o f f  w i t h  f i v e  
peacocks a long  t h e  edge o f  a S t .  Johns  River  swamp nea r  
J a c k s o n v i l l e .  The c a t  was chased away r a t h e r  t han  
k i l l e d ,  by t h e  b i r d  b reede r  because  he be l i eved  
p a n t h e r s  a r e  more i n t e r e s t i n g  than  peacocks and a l o t  
s ca rce r . "  M r .  Waterman t h i n k s  t h e  F l o r i d a  panther  is 
coming back a l i t t l e  due t o  o f f i c i a l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  bu t  
t hey  a r e  s t i l l  cons ide red  "varmits"  and k i l l e d  by any 
means - u s u a l l y  t r e e d  by dogs. He s a y s  i f  panthers  had 
a d i f f e r e n t  out look on t h i n g s  t h e y  cou ld  be  r e a l  man- 
k i l l e r s  a s  t h e y ' r e  tremendously s t r o n g  and can  walk o f f  
w i t h  a dead d e e r  s e v e r a l  t imes  t h e i r  weight. "Anyway," 
s a y s  M r .  Waterman, "a swamp is b e t t e r  w i th  a b i g  c a t  i n  
't:" 

1' ?n I wro te  t o  t h e  U.S. Department o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ' s  
~ r g l a d e s  Na t iona l  Park i n  Homestead, F l o r i d a ,  I 

~ e c e i v e d  a r e p l y  from Park Ranger 0. Frank Wilson, Jr. 
on t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  Panther .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  no 
r e c e n t  enumeration o f  pan the r s  had been made i n  t h e  

on the  
a Coug 

Everglades  Park,  however, t h e  w i fe  o f  a park  employee 
s i g h t e d  one a h o u t  a mi l e  and a h a l f  from Park  head- 
q u a r t e r s  d u r i n g  Janua ry ,  1975. Also, a pa rk  employee 
observed a pan the r  r e c e n t l y  about  5 m i l e s  from t h e  
park  headqua r t e r s .  

M r .  Wilson s e n t  m e  i n fo rma t ion  on F e l i s  conco lo r  c o r y i  
from a p u b l i c a t i o n  e d i t e d  and compiled i n  November o f  
1974, by  P a t r i c k  J. Gleason e n t i t l e d  ENVIRONMENTS OF 
SOUTH FLORIDA: PAST & PRESENT. It is a v a i l a b l e  from 
Miami Geo log ica l  S o c i e t y ,  4600 Rickenbacker Causeway, 
Miami, F l o r i d a  33149. - 

The in fo rma t ion  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  d i s c u s s e s  
range,  count ,  s i g h t i n g s ,  h a b i t a t ,  etc. o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  
panther .  It s t a t e s  t h a t  Randal l  L. Eaton ( au tho r  o f  
The World's Ca t s )  c a r r i e d  on p re l imina ry  work on t h e  --- 
pan the r  i n  t h e  summers o f  1970-71 and concluded t h a t  
l i t t l e  cou ld  be dec ided  o n i t s  popu la t ion  s t a t u s ,  
c i t i n g  e s t i m a t e s  r ang ing  from 50 t o  300. The WWF's 
Nowak and McBride, acco rd ing  t o  t h e  above p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
conducted a s e a r c h  i n  February  6 March o f  1973 and 
concluded t h a t  t h e  popu la t ion  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  o f  
F l o r i d a  and o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  was l e s s  than 
SO o r  60 i n d i v i d u a l s .  

I n  r e s e a r c h i n g  M r .  E a t o n ' s  book (Volume I on t h e  North 
American Ca t s )  it was found t h a t  he  d i s c u s s e s  h i s  s tudy  
on t h e  F l o r i d a  pan the r ,  its d e s c r i p t i o n  and i ts d i s t r i -  
b u t i o n  i n  F l o r i d a ,  Alabama, North C a r o l i n a  and South 
Caro l ina  and a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  Tennessee and west o f  t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i  R ive r  i n  Louis iana .  M r .  Eaton s t a t e s  t h a t  
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An o c e l o t ,  a p t l y  named F lo ,  
Was t h e  sou rce  o f  cont inuous  woe; 

She  though t  s a t u r a t i o n ,  
Was good deco ra t ion ;  

( I t  d i d n ' t  much h e l p  t o  s a y  "No".) 



MEETING REPORT 
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Our December m e e t i n g  ( c o m b i n a t i o n  C h r i s t m a s  g e t  t o g e t h -  
e r )  was  o n  December 5 t h  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g  room a t  P o i n t  
D e f i a n c e  P a r k  i n  Tacoma. 

* 
~ e * k e p t  o u r  b u s i n e s s  t o  a  minimum s i n c e  we w e r e  a l l  
a n x i o u s  to  get to  t h e  p o t  l u c k  a n d  o p e n  o u r  g i f t s .  

w e n b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  o n - g o i n g  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Game i n  r e g a r d  to  o u r  c a t s .  It was hoped  
t h a t  a d e c i s i o n  would  b e  r e a c h e d  p r i o r  t o  o u r  J a n u a r y  
m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Game commiss ion .  

Members w e r e  a s k e d  f o r  t h e i r  i n p u t  r e g a r d i n g  s p e a k e r s  
a t  o u r  m e e t i n g s .  Q u i t e  a few g o o d  s u g g e s t i o n s  w e r e  
g i v e n  a n d  we w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  h a v e  a  good  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p rogram a t  e a c h  m e e t i n g .  

F i n a l  b i t  o f  b u s i n e s s  was  a  r e v i e w  o f  b r a n c h  f i n a n c e s  
7 e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  f o r  1977 .  I t  was u n a n i m o u s l y  
i d e d  t h a t  d u e s  would  b e  r a i s e d  a  b i t  - t h e  a r e  now 
"0 y e a r l y  f o r  s i n g l e  members a n d  $10.00 y e a r l y  f o r  

, .lies. 

E l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  c o o r d i n a t o r  - T e r r y  
S t a r n s ;  S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e r  - S h e l l e y  S t a r n s ,  H.E.L.P. 
c o m m i t t e e  - R i c h a r d  Dyck, Henry  S a u e r ,  S a n d y  B a u e r  a n d  
Ed S m i t h .  

Members j o i n i n g  i n  t h e  h o l i d a y  mood w e r e :  R i c h a r d  & 
E v e l y n  Dyck, Ed S m i t h ,  S a n d y  & Joe B a u e r ,  H e n r y  & J u d y  
S a u e r ,  L i z  Ghent  a n d  g u e s t  Mary H i l l e c k ,  a n d  T e r r y  a n d  
I. 

Our J a n u a r y  m e e t i n g  was  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  L i z  G h e n t ' s  i n  
S e a t t l e .  

Amidst  H o l i d a y  P u r r s  a n d  Growls ,  
S h e l l e y  S t a r n s ,  S e c r e t a r y  

EMERGENCY & FIRST A I D  C o n t i n u e d  

D i r e c t e d  

F r i g h t  is a  m a j o r  f a c t o r  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a n y  ill or 
i n j u r e d  a n i m a l .  T h e r e  is n o  p o i n t  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  
c a t ' s  f e a r  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g  s t r a n g e  e q u i p m e n t  or m o t i o n s  
i n  a  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i t  i s  
d e s i r a b l e  t o  t u r n  emergency  s i t u a t i o n  e q u i p m e n t  i n t o  
t o y s  t h r o u g h  p l a y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  c a g e s  make d e l i g h t f u l  
h i d i n g  p l a c e s  a n d  g l o v e s  a r e  f i n e  f o r  c h e w i n g .  D u p l i c a t e  
m o t i o n s  u s e d  f o r  h a n d l i n g  or e x a m i n i n g  t h e  cat d u r i n g '  
p l a y  s e s s i o n s  a n d  a l w a y s  s c r a t c h  a n d  p l a y  w i t h  t h e  c a t  

ter g i v i n g  m e d i c i n e s  or f o r c e  f e e d i n g s .  T r y  t o  make 
? t o t a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  p l e a s a n t  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

Nominations Sought 

Â ¥ I  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i t s  t i m e  t o  s t a r t  
e l e c t i o n  of N a t i o n a l  O f f i c e r s  o f  LIOC. T h o s e  p r e s e n t l y  
h o l d i n g  off ice a r e  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  n o m i n a t e d  u n l e s s  t h e y  
d e c l i n e  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  i n  w r i t i n g .  

N o m i n a t i o n s  f o r  N a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  a r e  s o l i c i t e d  f rom t h e  
membersh ip .  I n  o r d e r  t o  be v a l i d  a  n o m i n a t i o n  m u s t  
b e a r  t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  o f  two (2) Long I s l a n d  O c e l o t  c l u b -  
members a n d  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  n o m i n e e .  
S u c h  n o m i n a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of 
t h e  c l u b  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  March 2 0 t h .  m 

M a i l  y o u r  n o m i n a t i o n s  t o :  Ken H a t f i e l d  
1 9 9 1  9 . W .  136 Ave 
D a v i e ,  F l a .  3 3 3 2 5  

T h o s e  o f f i c e s  to  b e  f i l l e d  a r e :  P r e s i d e n t ,  V i c e  
P r e s i d e n t ,  S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e r  a n d  t h e  f o u r  ( 4 )  Term 
D i r e c t o r s .  

T h e s e  n o m i n a t i o n s  a r e  f o r  t h e  1978-1979 t e r m  o f  o f f i c e .  

TRAGEDY IN 
ST. C R O I X  

The f o l l o w i n g  is a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  t r a g i c  a n d  n e e d l e s s  
d e a t h  o f  puyo who l i v e d  w i t h  owner  R o b e r t  T r a f t o n  i n  
t h e  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s .  R o b e r t  h a s  a s k e d  t h a t  a n y o n e  who 
m i g h t  b e  a b l e  t o  a d v i s e  him w i t h  r e g a r d s  to  t a k i n g  
l e g a l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n t a c t  him a s '  
s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

When t h e  " t u r k e y  s h o o t "  was  o v e r  a  r a r e  a n d  e x t r e m e l y  
b e a u t i f u l  6 %  pound S o u t h  Amer ican  marqay  h a d  b e e n  
s u m m a r i l y  e x e c u t e d  by t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  
The c a t ,  u s u a l l y  k e p t  a t  t h e  o w n e r ' s  home, h a d  w a n d e r e d  
a  h a l f  a  b l o c k  f rom i ts o w n e r s  howse n e a r  G a l l o w s  b a y  
w h e r e  it was  s a i d  to h a v e  b e e n  h a r r a s s i n g  c h i c k e n s . . -  
c h i c k e n s  a r e  i l l e g a l  w i t h i n  t h e  town l i m i t s  o f  c h r i s t i a n -  
s t e d .  

The  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  was i n f o r m e d  b y  Dr .  
c r a g 0  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  t h a t  t h e  c a t  b e l o n g e d  t o  a  l o c a l  
r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h a t  i t  was w e l l  known t o  him. The  c a t  
w a s  a l s o  known t o  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  c h i l d  i n  t h e  n e i q h -  
b o r h o o d  b e c a u s e  o f  i ts v i s a b l e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  i n  a  
l a r g e  c a g e  o n  t h e  f r o n t  p o r t h o f  t h e  o w n e r ' s  home. Not 
t o o  much i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  n o t  was  
t h e  Humane S o c i e t y  i n f o r m e d  a s  t h e y  s r r e l y  w o u l d  h a v e  
made t h e  e f f o r t  t o  r e s c u e  h e r .  

Dr. C r a g o  t o l d  me t h a t  &re1 G r o v e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  had  a s k e d  him " t o  s a v e  them a n y  f u r t h e r  
t r o u b l e  " b y  i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e  to  l e t  them 
s h o o t  t h e  c a t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  Dr. C r a g o  o f  c o u r s e  r e f u s e d  
t o  c o n d o n e  s u c h  a c t i o n  or g i v e  s u c h  a d v i s e .  However, 
w i t h  or w i t h o u t  t h e  C h i e f ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  i s  w h a t  
t h e y  d i d .  

T h e  f i v e  o f f i c e r s  k e p t  t h e  c a t  s i t t i n g  i n  a  tree f o r  
some 4 5  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  t h e y ,  j u d g e  a n d  j u r y ,  e x e c u t e d  
t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  a n i m a l .  Puyo had  b e e n  a  p e t  f o r  s i x  
y e a r s  - s u r e l y  o u r  a n i m a l s  h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  e x p e c t  
b e t t e r  t r e a t m e n t  f rom " p u b l i c  s e r v a n t " .  

2: T h i s  is t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a l l m e n t  o f  "Emergency 
P r o c e d u r e s  a n d  F i r s t  Aid  f o r  E x o t i c  C a t s " .  T h e r e  w i l l  
b e  f i v e  s u b s e q u e n t  i n s t a l l m e n t s .  P a r t  2  w i l l  r e l a t e  
t o  "Your R e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  a V e t e r i n a r i a n " .  P l e a s e  
READ, ABSORB, AND SAVE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE. 
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R o b e r t  T r a f t o n  
BOX 3066 
C h r i s t i a n s t e d  
S t  C r o i x ,  USVI 00820 



MEETING REPORT 
Oc tobe r  10 ,  1976 

A  s o c i a l  m e e t i n g  was h e l d  a t  t h e  home o f  J o h n  & Robin 
P e r r y  i n  S t r a t f o r d ,  C o n n e c t i c u t .  S i n c e  S t r a t  f o r d  is 
i n  c e n t r a l  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  n o t i c e s  were  s e n t  w i t h  maps t o  
known New Eng land  members i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  
G r e a t e r  New York g roup .  

A t o t a l  of a b o u t  25 members and  g u e s t s  were -p re sen t .  The 
exotics i n c l u d e d  G e o f f r e y  c a t s ,  Margays f rom k i t t e n  t o  
a d u l t ,  two young b o b c a t s  and a  p a i r  o f  v e r y  tame and  
f r i e n d l y  h y b r i d  wolves .  The f a m i l y  d o m e s t i c  c a t  i n v e s t i -  
g a t e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  e x o t i c s  b u t  w a s n ' t  s e e n  f o r  
t h e  rest o f  t h e  mee t ing  a f t e r  t h e  wolves  a r r i v e d .  

Seven d o m e s t i c  b i r t h s  o f  margays have o c c u r r e d  i n  New 
England t h i s  y e a r ,  w i t h  t h r e e  s u r v i v i n g .  H o p e f u l l y  
t h e r e  is a l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  underway w i t h  t h e  non-member 
who owns them a n d  t h e  s u r v i v a l  r a t e  w i l l  improve. W i l l i n g  
breeders t h a t  a r e  n o t  d i s t u r b e d  b y  e i t h e r  t h e  p u b l i c  o r  
t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  l a r g e r  c a t s  seems t o  more t h a n  make u p  
f o r  t h e  c o o l e r  c l i m a t e  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  members s a i d  would 
p r e c l u d e  d o m e s t i c  b i r t h s .  

Cop ie s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  laws and  some l o c a l  o r d i n a n c e s  were  
g i v e n  o u t  t o  t h o s e  who needed them. The m e e t i n g  n o t i c e  
s a i d  t h a t  l e g a l  e x o t i c s  were  welcome and t h e  N o r t h e a s t  
a r e a  d o n e s n ' t  need any  more c o n f i s c a t i o n s  o r  c o u r t  c a s e s .  

The s m a l l e r  e x o t i c s  g o t  a l o n g  w e l l  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  
t h e  members b u t ,  t h e y  t o o  were  c a u t i o u s  a b o u t  t h e  wo lves ,  
even  though  t h e  wolves  n e v e r  e n t e r e d  t h e  house.  

Th- Wildrnans a t t e n d e d  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  o c e l o t  which is  
z b e i n g  k e p t  f o r  them. T h e r e  a r e  no  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  
,/and a  y e a r  a f t e r  c o n f i s c a t i o n  t h e y  d o n ' t  even know 
w it is. T h e i r  l e g a l  f e e s  t o  d a t e  must make t h e i r s  
th. inost e x p e n s i v e  o c e l o t  e v e r .  

Danny T r e a n o r  o n c e  wro te  o f h i s  h e r d  o f  o n c i l l a s :  P e r r y s  
s a y  two g e o f f r o y s  and one  domes t i c  c o n s t i t u t e  a  h e r d  i n  
t h e i r  s t amped ing  around t h e  house.  The m i n i - e x o t i c s  s e e m  
v e r y  a d e p t  a t  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n i n g  t h e i r  owners.  

T h i s  f i r s t  mee t ing  i n  many y e a r s  North o f  New York C i t y  
b rough t  o u t  many new f a c e s ,  most from New England.  
S o c i a l i z i n g  and d i s c u s s i o n s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  food  p rov ided  
by o u r  h o s t s  k e p t  t h e  g r o u p  t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  a f t e r  t e n  
o ' c l o c k .  

The n e x t  mee t ing  is  t e n a t i v e l y  s chedu led  f o r  l a t e  
w i n t e r  a t  Demares t ' s  "Highbank Game Farm". T h i s  is even 
f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  b u t  wor th  t h e  t r i p  from New York and  may 
b r i n g  o u t  more o f  t h e  o l d - t i m e r s  from New England who 
d i d n ' t  show t h i s  t ime .  

Submi t t ed  by: 
A r t h u r  Human 

home, and  promised t o  a t t e n d  o u r  f u t u r e  mee t ings .  We 
a l l  l e a r n e d  a  l i t t l e  from e a c h  o t h e r  and  we a l l  c e r t -  
a i n l y  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  b u t  e n j o y  h i s  w i t  and E n g l i s h  
humor. A  v e r y  memorable s p e a k e r  who may s t i l l  be  i n  
t h i s  c o u n t r y  when we have o u r  conven t ion .  I f  s o  l ook  
fo rward  t o  a  t r e a t .  He is t e a c h i n g  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a t  
C a b r i l l o  c o l l e g e  and  is a l s o  d o i n g  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e  
mounta in  l i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a . .  ... t h e  s e r i e s  D a k t a r i  was 
based  on h i s  compound. 

The e v e n i n g  was o v e r  a l l  t o o  soon and  we l e f t  w i s h i n g  
e  o t h e r  a  Merry  Chr i s tmas  and Happy New Year .  Our 

q e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  sometime i n  1977 - a t t e n d  when & e d .  

F e l i n e l y ,  
Lora V ig ine  

LONG ISLAND OCELOT CLUB. 
CALIFORNIA CHAPTER 

MEETING REPORT 
December 4 ,  1976 

The C a f e  d e  Nord o n  Market S t r e e t  i n  S a n - F r a n c i s c o  i s  
a n  o l d  w o r l d  r e s t a u r a n t  and t h e  s c e n e  o f  o u r  d i n n e r  
meet ing .  We s t a r t e d  b y  l i n g i n g  up a t  t h e  a n t i q u e  b a r  
u n t i l  we s w e l l e d  innumbers and  began t o  g a t h e r  i n  t h e  
d i n i n g  h a l l .  Each p l a c e  was s e t  w i t h  a  f e s t i v e l y  wrap- 
ped g i f t  which t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a n  enameled k e y c h a i n  
w i t h  a n  o c e l o t  and  t h e  i n i t i a l s  LIOC on it. A l a r g e  
s c u l p t u r e d  l e o p a r d  s a t  a t  a  nea rby  t a b l e  w a i t i n g  t o  
be a u c t i o n e d  o f f  and  d e f i n a t e l y  c r e a t e d  t h e  p r o p e r  
f e e l i n g  f o r  o u r  c a t  c l u b .  One a f t e r  t h e o t h e r  t h e  d i s h e s  
came a n d  were  consumed a m i d s t  much c o n v e r s a t i o n  u n t i l  
t h e  f i n a l e  o f  creme ca rame l  ended t h e  c a s t r o n o m i c a l  
p a r t  o f . - o u r  a f f a i r .  

Then came t h e  d i n n e r  mee t ing .  We s t a r t e d  b y  d i s c u s s i n g  
o u r  need f o r  e v e r y o n e  t o  h e l p  g e t  o u r  c o n v e n t i o n  h o s t -  
i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f f  to  a  good s t a r t .  A  b r i e f  b u t  
l i v e l y  a u c t i o n  e n s u e d  w i t h  C h r i s  D a l r i  p r e s i d i n g  and  
soon g a v e  o u r  a  n i c e  $100. Some f o l k s  renewed e a r l y  
and  o t h e r s  g a v e  some d o n a t i o n s  making o u r  e n d  o f  t h e  
y e a r  t r e a s u r y  $310.00. Next mee t ing  we w i l l  be e x p e c t  
i n g  t h e  rest o f  you t o  renew. A l t h o g e t h e r  we s h o u l d  
have  no t r o u b l e  a f f o r d i n g  some f r i l l s  f o r  o u r  Labor  
Day c o n v e n t i o n .  The Dates  o f  September  1st t h r u  4 t h  
a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  conven t ion  a t  tHe I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
I n n  i n  Sough San  F r a n c i s c o .  T h i s  p l a c e  w i l l  be a  good 
one  f o r  b r i n g i n g  an ima l s .  The f o l k s  t h a t  r u n  it a r e  
v e r y  r e c e p t i v e  and it s h o u l d  be  p u t  on  e v e r y o n e ' s  
l i s t  t o  a t t e n d .  D e t a i l s  w i l l  be  s e n t  soon f o r  e a r l y  
s i g n  up. 

A s a d  n o t e :  o u r  newly e l e c t e d  s e c r e t a r y  c o u l d  n o t  
show u p  a s  s h e  was r e c o v e r i n g  from a n  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  was 
i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  A happy n o t e  was t h a t  t h e  
Robinsons  who r e c e n t l y  were  invo lved  i n  a  f i a s c o  when 
t h e i r  p e t  l i o n  e scaped  g o t  t h e i r  c a t  back w i t h o u t  t o o  
much o f  a  problem. The s t o r r y  is one  o f  a n  i n n o c e n t  
c a t  b e i n g  h e l d  a t  a n  an ima l  s h e l t e r  j u s t  Cor g e t t i n g  o u t  
and  b e i n g  a  l i t t l e  confused .  Nothing took  p l a c e  a f t e r  
t h e  l i o n  found  h i s  way t h r o u g h  t h e  g a r a g e  d o o r  which 
opened a n d  c l o s e d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  beh ind  him l e a v i n g  him 
exposed t o  t h e  r a t h e r  h o s t i l e  o u t s i d e  wor ld .  He went  
r i g h t  back  home w i t h o u t  much prompt ing b u t  t h e  F i s h  & 
Game d e c i d e d  t o  c o n f i s c a t e  him anyway. S t i l l  a f t e r  a  
t r i a l  t h e  c a t  was  h a p p i l y  r e t u r n e d  to t h e  Rob insons '  
t h a n k f u l  home. Dur ing t h e i r  t ime  o f  need t h e  p u b l i c i t y  
c a p t u r e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  a  w o n d e r f u l l y  f a s c i n a t i n g  
fe l low. . .Paul  Lyons by name and who accompanied t h e  Rob- 
i n s o n s  t o  o u r  d i n n e r  meet ing .  We s c h e d u l e d  him t o  s p e a k  
and  he  g r a c i o u s l y  a c c e p t e d  and  h e l d  u s  s p e l l b o u n d  f o r  
a w h i l e  w i t h  t a l e s  o f  A f r i c a  from whence h e  comes, and  
where  h e  h a s  l i v e d  and s t u d i e d  a n i m a l s  s i n c e  h e  was 
seven .  He h a s  owned n o t  o n l y  c h e e t a h s  b u t  l i o n s  a n d  
o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  bush who roam f r e e l y  a r o u n d  h i s  
a c r e a g e  wande r ing  i n  and o u t  o f  h i s  home which h a s  no 
d o o r s  o r  windows. He a d v o c a t e s  keep ing  o u r  a n i m a l s  
t o t a l l y  whole.  A d i s c u s s i o n  p r o  and con e r r u p t e d  to  
b e  c o n t i n u e d  a t  o n e  o f  o u r  f o l l o w i n g  mee t ings .  Dr. 
Lyons main t h r u s t  however is t h a t  a l t h o u g h  h e  d o e s  n o t  
app rove  o f  p e o p l e  have ing  e x o t i c  p e t s  he  q u a l i f i e s  h i s  
s t a n d  b y  n o t i n g  t h a t  some peop le  d o  have  a  b e a u t i f u l  
r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e i r  a n i m a l s  and  i f  t h e y  spend  t i m e  a n d  
r e a l l y  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a n i m a l ' s  wor ld  t h e n  p e r h a p s  it c a n  
b e  a  good s i t u a t i o n .  He p r a i s e d  t h e  ~ o b i n s o n s  f o r  t h e i r  
c a r e  o f  t h e  p e t  l i o n  t h a t  t h e y  g i v e  a  p l a c e  i n  t h e i r  ̂ ] 



Editorial 
What About the Next 20? 

, o u r  P re s iden t ,  Ken H a t f i e l d  p o i n t s  o u t  i n  h i s  S t a t e  
it t h e  union message, LIOC and its members have 
accomplished a  l o t  i n  t h e  twenty y e a r s  t h e  Newsle t ter  
has  been i n  e x i s t a n c e .  Of cou r se ,  LIOC is o l d a r  t han  
t h a t ,  t h e  f i r s t  meeting t a k i n g  p l a c e  t h e  summer o f  
1953 i n  Amagansett, New York. 

A s  o u r  c o u n t r y  c e l e b r a t e s  its Bicen tenn ia l ,  t o u t i n g  t h e  
freedom o f  t h e  American people ,  t h o s e  owning e x o t i c s  
a r e  having t h e i r  doub t s  a s  t o  t h i s  freedom. It seems 
nowadays you a r e  o n l y  a s  f r e e  a s  Washington w i l l  l e t  you 
be.  However, it is a  premise o f  t h e  American way of 
l i f e  t h a t  each o f  us  h a s  a s a y  i n  running t h e  coun t ry  - 
have you vo iced  yours?  Those l e t t e r s  i f  i n  numbers 
enough do coun t  f o r  something. ~s much a s  we moan and 
groan, a r e  w e  r e a l l y  do ing  enough abou t  i t ?  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  so.  Judging from how many of  you have c o n t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h e  l e g a l  fund, most o f  you r e a l l y  d o n ' t  c a r e  whether 
y o u ' l l  be a l lowed t h e  freedom o f  c h o i c e  i n  your p e t s .  
It has  been two y e a r s  now s i n c e  t h e  fund was i n i t i a t e d  
and we a r e  o n l y  a b o u t . h a l f  way t o  o u r  g o a l  - which is  
a  minor one and  w i l l  o n l y  cove r  t h e  i n i t i a l  c o u r t  a c t i o n .  
Of cou r se  it must be k e p t  i n  mind t h a t  p r i c e s  go  iip and 
a t  t h i s  r a t e  w e ' l l  neve r  r e a l i z e  o u r  goa l .  Let  u s ,  a s  
o u r  Country c e l e b r a t e s  its 200th  b i r t h d a y  and LIOC its 
20th,  p . ~ t  f o r t h  t h a t  l i t t l e  b i t  e x t r a  and g e t  t h e  show 
on t h e  road - an o r g a n i z a t i o n  is  o n l y  a s  good a s  i t s  
members - and t h a t  p u t s  t h e  burdsn on each and eve ry  one 
Of you. 

In  a  ve ry  l a r g e  sense ,  LIOC is t h e  Newsle t ter .  I g e t  
feedaack t h a t  t h e  News le t t e r  is t o o  t e c h n i c a l  and on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  enough beg inne r ' s  a r t i c l e s  
and agan t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t o o  many c u t e ,  b a s i c  t ype  s t o r i e s .  
It is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  walk t h a t  p e r f e c t  c e n t e r  l i n e .  I a s k  
each member's h e l p  i n  h i s  own way - a  p i c t u r e  and a few 
l i n e s  abou t  your  c a t ,  a s t o r y  on any  t o p i c  r e l a t e d  t o  
e x o t i c s ,  a  copy o f  a n  a r t i c l e  you found i n t e r e s t i n g .  You 

ch  have something t o  c o n t r i b u t e  - I can c o r r e c t  s p e l l i n g  
d  grammar - t h a t ' s  t h e  j ob  o f  a n  e d i t o r  - you supply  
? m a t e r i a l .  I f  I had more m a t e r i a l  it would be  a  l o t  
s i e r  t o  g e t  t h e  Newsle t ter  o u t  on t ime and sack  on 

sched i l e .  I am a t  a  d i s t i n c t  d i s advan tage  i n  Mobile by  
n o t  having a c c e s s  t o  a l a r g e  l i b r a r y .  Ha'/* you e v e r  
wondered about  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  - why n o t  check your l i b r a r y  
and s e e  i f  t hey  have t h e  answer and then forward it t o  
u s  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  everyone? S s ~ r e  i t ' s  a  l i t t l e  work m d  
maybe a  l i t t l e  inconvenience  - b u t  it would x worth it 
t o  s a y  " I  d i d  ny  p a r t  - I am involved and help ing,  I gave 
a s  w e l l  a s  took".  

With t h e  p r i c e  o f  k i t t e n s  s o  h igh,  and t h e  problsms o f  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  be ing  what t hey  a r e ,  o u r  membership i s  
s u f f e r i n g .  Lo t s  o f  f o l k s  a r e n ' t  r e p l a c i n g  t h e i r  c a t s  
and l o t s  o f  p o t e n t i a l  members a r e  d iscouraged.  We need 
sach and ave ry  one o f  you t o  r e a l l y  p i t c h  i n  and l e t s  g e t  
a l l  t h e  s tumbl ing b locks  o u t  of t h e  way o f  e x o t i c  owner- 
sh ip .  The " I ' v e  g o t  mine" a t t i t u d e  won't make i t  - i ts  
up t o  u s  t o  t r y  i n  e v e r y  way p o s s i b l e  t o  keep t h i s  a r e a  
o f  freedom a v a i l a b l e  t o  o t h e r s  - t h a t ' s  t h e  American way 
and t h e  o n l y  way we can s u r v i v e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  40 th  
b i r thday .  

I - 
1 Saga Notes 

Are a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  Legal Fund! 
Saga Notes (10) $1.50 p l u s  -25 pos tage  
E s p e c i a l l y  Oce lo t s  - $3.95 p l u s  -25 pos tage .  

Send o r d s r  to :  i 
LIOC 
1454 Fleetwood Dr. 
Mobile, A l .  36605 

[^ F l o r i d a  Cougar - con t inued  

a l though it has been p r o t e c t e d  by S t a t e  Law i n  F l o r i d a ,  
t h e  panther  is s t i l l  be ing  k i l l e d  wi th  many k i l l i n g s  
going unrecorded. H6 mentions c a s e s  o f  Game Wardens who 
have s h o t  a t  pan the r s  and a  s h e r i f f ' s  possee  t h a t  went 
o u t  i n  1971 t o  k i l l  a  r e p o r t e d  pan the r  i n  Georgia ;  I n  
1948 a  s i m i l a r  possee  k i l l e d  a  pan the r  i n  Southern  
Alabama. 

M r .  Eaton sums up t h e  c h a p t e r  on t h e  F l o r i d a  pan the r  by 
saying t h a t  ..." it is a  g r e a t  problem t r y i n g  t o  r each  t h e  
pub l i c  and inform them about  t h e  laws, o r  b e t t e r  y e t  
t o  educa te  them s o  t h e y  r e a l i z e  t h e  panther  is r a r e  and 
needs p r o t e c t i o n . "  He g i v e s  some sound methods i n  t h i s  
book by which t h e  American l i o n  c a n  be  conserved. 

A s  I compiled a l l  t h e  above m a t e r i a l ,  it seemed i r o n i c  
t o  me t h a t  t h i s  b i g  c a t  can  be  p r o t e c t e d  by bo th  S t a t e  
and Fede ra l  laws and l i s t e d  on t h e  U.S.D.I.'s "endangered 
s p e c i e s  l i s t "  YET IT I S  STILL BEING SLAUGHTERED. Perhaps 
t h e r e  should  be  open season on couga r  k i l l e r s :  

Orders being taken ..... 
THE WaRLDS CATS, VOLUME 111, NUMBER 2 is scheduled  t o  be  
publ ished about  May. 1976 i f  s u f f i c i e n t  o r d e r s  a r e  
received by 1 5  March 1976. I f  not .  checks wi l l - -be  r e t u r n -  
ed  no l a t e r  t han  Apr i l  1st. Cost:  $8.00 

Contents  o f  t h i s  e d i t i o n  a r e :  

The F o s s i l  H i s t o r y  o f  Living F e l i d a e  by Helmut Hemer  
Cytogenet ics  o f  t h e  F e l i d a e  b y  Roy Robinson 
A c t i v i t y  Rhythms o f  a  Free-ranging Lion Popula t ion  by 

J u d i t h  Rudnai 
The Leopard i n  E a s t e r n  Zambia by Vivian Wilson 
The behav io r  o f  t h e  Margay by Michael P e t e r s e n  
Why F e l i d s  Copula te  so Frequen t ly  by Randal l  Eaton 
The Evo lu t ion  o f  S o c i a l i t y  i n  F e l i d s  by Randal l  Eaton 
Die t  6 Other  F a c t o r s  A f f e c t i n g  t h e  Development o f  Yodng 

F e l i d s  by P a t r i c i a  S c o t t  
Ges t a t ion  Pe r iod  and P o s t n a t a l  Development o f  Young 

F e l i d a e  by Helmut Hemer  

Make checks  payable  t o  World's C a t s  P u b l i c a t i o n  Fund 
and send t o  R. L. Eaton, Department o f  Zoology, 
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Washhinton, S e a t t l e ,  Wa. 98195 

NOTE: Volume I is  s o l d  ou t :  Volume I1 is n e a r l y  s o l d  
out .  A few c o p i e s  o f  Volume 111, No. 1 a r e  s t i l l  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  $4.25 Announcement o f  Volume I11 Number 3 
w i l l  be  made w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Number 2. 
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The F i r s t  g a t h e r i n g  o f  t h e  New Year took p l a c e  i n  N i l e s  
ComUIunity Cen te r  i n  Fremont. T h i s  p l ace  a f f o r d s  n a t u r a l  
surroundings ,  a l a k e  and a c a r p e t  o f  g r a s s  f o r  romping. 
Each co rne r  was t aken  up by a d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  o f  
f e l i n e .  The n o r t h  by a n  Afr ican l i o n ,  t h e  South by a 
puma, t h e  E a s t  by  a margay and t h e  west  w i th  a n  o c e l o t  
o r  two. 

P reve lan t  on o u r  minds was t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of a young 
coup le  b y  t h e i r  community because t h e y  chose  t o  have 
a p e t  Af r i can  Lion. Some o f  u s  had a t t e n d e d  a meeting 
by t h e  community i n  wich they  l i v e .  The r e s i d e n t s  were 
s o  v i o l e n t l y  adamant t h a t  o r d e r  was hard t o  f i n d  and 
indeed they  a c t e d  l i k e  w i l d  animals  when some o f  us 
' f o r e i g n e r s "  t r i e d  t o  reason wi th  them. It has  s i n c e  
been l ea rned  t h a t  t h e y  had been denied  t h e  permi t  t h e y  
needed t o  b u i l d  t h e  cage  they  had i n  mind. They F i s h  & 
Game Department had approved t h e  des ign  say ing  t h e  p l a n s  
would make a p e r f e c t l y  adequate  and s a f e  cage. 

T h i s  whole i n c i d e n t  caused tongues t o  wag f u r t h e r  i n  
Gentry Park and t h e y  decided t o  g e t  a f t e r  o t h e r  e x o t i c  
qwners l i v i n g  t h e r e .  They began t o  t u r n  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  

-i t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  o u r  Chapter,  Chr i s  D a l r i ,  who has  
puma and now t h e y  a r e  t h r e a t e n i n g  him wi th  r evoca t ion  

h i s  l i c e n s e .  A lawyer had t o  be  ob ta ined  and a f i g h t  
~ 1 1  no doubt ensue .  T h i s  has been a d i f f i c u l t  t ime f o r  

l i o n  owners. Another o f  o a r  members who has  a a f r i c a n  
l i o n  had t o  p l a c e  it i n  a kennel  wh i l e  moving t o  a s p o t  
t h a t  w i l l  a c c e p t  h i s  c a t .  A t h i r d  parson c a l l e d  me t o  
s ay  he was having d i f f i c u l t y  keeping h i s  p z t  l i o n  i n  
Chico. They were t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  remove t h e  c a t  from h i s  
premises a t  once - he t o  was t a l k i n g  about  o b t a i n i n g  a 
lawyer. 

A t  t h e  meeting,  one of o u r  members who owns a l a r g e  
laguar  was having t r o u b l e  w i th  h e r  ne ighbors  and when 
they t r e a t e n e d  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  animal  o u t  o f  e x i s t a n c e  
she  countered  by t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  sue  f o r  invas ion o f  
pr ivacy and t h e y  begged o f f .  It seems a s u i t  can be  
brought a g a i n s t  people  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  h a r r a s s  with- 
o u t  good cause.  

A g u e s t  a t  o u r  meeting,  v i r g i n i a  Handly, w i t h  t h e  
animal swi tchboard  i n  San Francisco ,  spoke t o  us. 
She is  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  o f  t h e  new laws 
and is s t a y i n g  on t o p  o f  t h i n g s  by t r y i n g  t o  a s s i s t  
i n  more humane t r ea tmen t  o f  an ima l s  i n  eve ry  a s p s c t .  
It is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many o t h e r  
groups deep ly  involved i n  t h e  problems and t h e  f laws 
i n  t h e  new laws f o r  a n  assor tment  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r ea sons  
We spoke abou t  t h e  one  yea r  moratorium on t h e  hunt ing 
o f  cougar which b a r e l y  passed a s  it has  been s t a t e d  
by F i s h  & Game t h a t  t h e  cougar i s  on t h e  r i s e  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  a g a i n  - l a s t  count 2,600. 

A t r e a s u r y  r e p o r t  brought  t o  l i g h t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  
$100 a s  a dona t ion  brought  about  by t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  
p a i n t i n g  of one  o f  o u r  members. We a r e  now i n  good 
f i n a n c i a l  shape  f o r  t h e  new y e a r  and some e x t r a s  
l i k e  membership c a r d s  a r e  i n  t h e  fu tu re .  Speaking 
o f  membership, we a r e  hoping more o f  you o u t  t h e r e  
w i l l  j o i n  u s  i n  t h e  f i g h t  t o  keep t h e  f e l i n e  o f  ou r  
cho ice  and come o u t  from hiding.  

cont inued - page 10 

MEETING REPORT 
February  1, 197 

-- 
AS. 1 

Our February  meet ing  was h e l d  a t  t h e  home o f  L i z  Ghent 
i n  S e a t t l e .  W e  had a number of g u e s t s  a t t e n d i n g ,  among 
them were: Pa t  & Len Parker.  Barbara Wil ton  and E t h e l  
Hauser a l l  o f  t h e  Oregon Educa t iona l  E x o t i c  F e l i n e  Club 
from Por t l and  Oregon. Other g u e s t s  were Marry Hi l l eck ,  
Vonda Hodge and Glen Bagley 's  f r i e n d  Cecel ia(1 'm s o r r y  
I d i d n ' t  g e t  h e r  l a s t  name) Members a t t e n d i n g  were: 
Richard & Evelyn Dyck, S t e v e  Johnson, Ed Smitli, Glenn 
Bagley, Henry & Judy Sauer ,  L i z  Ghent, Te r ry  & S h e l l e y  
S t a r n s ,  John & Linda Paramore, Natasha Labinsky and 
Ron Provost .  We had a few f u r r y  f r i e n d s ,  a t t end ing :  
Mandy s e r v a l  who r e s i d e s  w i th  t h e  P a r k e r s , L i z ' s  puma 
Loki and golden c a t s  Flower and W.B. and t h e i r  son 
Chi-Chi-Be. Chi-Chi is g e t t i n g  more and more b e a u t i f u l  
each t ime  we s e e  him. 

When t h e  meet ing  f i n a l l y  g o t  under way we d i scussed  t h e  
King County o rd inance  t h a t  went i n t o  e f f e c t  a coup le  o f  
months back. It is v e r y  e x p l i c i t  b u t  a l l  i n  a l l  q u i t e  
l i v e a b l e .  W e  dec ided  it would be a good i d e a  i f  we had 
such laws i n  a l l  c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  and w i l l  proceed 
t o  have a s i m i l a r  o rd inance  implimented i n  P i e r c e  county.  

In  a n  e f f o r t  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  a b i t  more about  o u r  
c a t s  we a r e  s t a r t i n g  a program t o  d i s p l a y  informat ion 
about  LIOC, photos  o f  t h e  c a t s ,  e t c .  a t  domest ic  c a t  
shows i n  t h e  a r e a .  To e n l a r g e  on t h i s  i dea  a b i t  more. 
we have scheduled  a "showing" o f  o u r  c a t s  f o r  May t h i s  
year .  W e  hope tohave  a number o f  s p a d e s  p r e s e n t  and t h e  
Oregon Educa t iona l  E x o t i c  F e l i n e  Club has  ag reed  t o  
appear  w i t h  us.  

I t  was announced t h a t  we, a s  a branch o f  LIOC, have been 
asked t o  dona te  one  n i c e  i t em f o r  t h e  a u c t i o n  a t  t h e  
1976 Convention. Everyone was asked t o  keep t h e i r  eyes  
peeled  f o r  any i t e m s  we might cons ide r .  

S ince  its always n i c e  t o  have a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  money i n  
t h e  t r e a s u r y ,  we scheduled  a ga rage  s a l e  f o r  t h e  Tacoma 
a r e a  on March 21s t .  We may d e c i d e  t o  have t h i s  a t  a 
swap meet r a t h e r  t h a n  a ga rage  tho: 

A copy o f  "The World's  Ca t s "  b y  Randal l  Baton was 
d i sp l ayed  and is f o r  s a l e  through t h e  Na t iona l  Club. 
T h i s  is a r e p o r t i n g  o f  t h e  proceedings  t h a t  t ook  p l a c e  
a t  t h e  Symposium on c a t s  t h a t  was he ld  i n  S e a t t l e  a 
couple  o f  y e a r s  back. 

I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  on having t h e  New S t a t e  
Game r u l i n g  changed which ou t l aws  codgars  i n  Washington 
has  n o t  been go ing  we l l .  Fo r  t h e  p re sen t ,  t h e  ou t look  
i s n ' t  t o o  good. b u t  lets hope t h e  s i t u a t i o n  changes. 

TO con t inue  w i t h  t h e  "no t  s o  good" news, we l e a r n e d  t h a t  
Wally bordwel l  is i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Get w e l l  quick  Wally- 
from a l l  o f  us: It was a l s o  mentioned t h a t  long t i m e  
member Sampson cougar ,  be longing t o  c h i p  D i J u l i o  passed 
away t h i s  p a s t  month. Many o f  oJr happy t imes  and 
meet ings  were c e n t e r e d  around Sam and he  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  
missed and d e a r l y  remembered by each o f  us.  

Af t e r  ad jou rn ing  t h e  meet ing  we h e l d  o u r  u s u a l  r a f f l e .  
The winners  o f  cougar  b i r t h d a y  c a r d s ,  chee t ah  p o s t e r  
"Exot ic  Rock" and book on o c e l o t s  and margays were: 
Ron Prevost ,  E t h e l  Hauser,  Natasha Labinsky and Linda 
Paramore. 

Amidst P u r r s  and Growls: 
S h e l l e y  S t a r n s ,  S e c r e t a r y  



MEETING 
January  

Howdy Y'All, a s  o u r  co r r e spond ing  S e c r e t a r y  wasn ' t  a t  
o u r  January  ge t - toge the r ,  Here I am. F l o r i d a  Chapter  
members had dec ided  a t  t h e  November meeting t o  occasion- 
a l l y  have a meeting combined w i t h  an  e x h i b i t i o n ,  provid- 
i ng  t h e  l o c a l e  and t h e  c i r cums tances  were s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
The t h e o r y  being t h a t  it is  o n l y  by educat ion  o f  t h e  
non-exotic owning p u b l i c  w i l l  we e v e r  be  even g rudg ing ly  
t o l e r a t e d ,  i f  n o t  who lehea r t ed ly  accepted .  Herman and 
Annette Brooks ahve a n  a l l i g a t o r  breeding farm and 
t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n ,  s o  t h i s  was a n  i d e a l  p l a c e  t o  g i v e  
i t  a t r y .  We had good weather ,  l o t s  o f  members, l o t s  o f  
cus tomers  - b u t  ha rd ly  any c a t s !  W e l l ,  I guess  everyone 
s o r t  o f  wanting t o  s e e  how it was go ing  t o  go, each 
f e e l i n g  t h a t  h i s  one  c a t  wouldn ' t  make any d i f f e r ence .  
We do hope t h a t  a few f o l k s  were i n t e r e s t e d  enough t o  
j o i n  i n  and go t o  s c h o o l s  ow wherever we can  g e t  i n v i t e d ,  
- l i t  t oge the r  a l i t t l e  t a l k ,  and r e a l l y  t r y  t o  show o u r  

3d s i d e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  pub l i c .  

? f o l k s  s t a r t e d  a r r i v i n g  a t  Gator  World about  noon. We 
- _ a l l y  had a good t u r n o u t ,  10 f e l i n e s  and about  47 m e m b e r s  
and gues t s :  some " r e g u l a r s "  some f o l k s  t h a t  haven ' t  been 
a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  r e c e n t l y  and some new members and even a 
g u e s t  from ano the r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Thos members a t t e n d i n g  
were: P e t e r  & J a n  cumming, John & F l o  c a r r u t h e r s ,  Kathy 
Conlon, B i l l  Engler ,  Ward & Barbara P r i c e ,  Ar thur  Freeran .  
Bob & Sandy Harkopf, A r t  & Caro l  Van Vlck, ~ i m  & J a n i e  
B a e t j e r ,  Delores T i k t i n ,  Laura Cox, Cha r l e s  & Sad ie  
Douglas, B.J. L e s t e r ,  Don Piechocki ,  J ean  H a t f i e l d  and 
ou r  h o s t s ,  Herman & Annet te  Brooks. We ga the red  i n  groups  
o r  j u s t  walked around g r e e t i n g  o l d  f r i e n d s ,  t a l k i n g  t o  
s t r a n g e r s  and look ing  a t  t h e  Brookses animals  (he  has  
cougars ,  monkeys, v a r i o u s  b i r d s ,  snakes  and o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s ,  
no t  j u s t  a l l i g a t o r s ) .  While t h i s  was going on, Herman was 
tending t h e  barbecue wagon and b e f o r e  t o o  long he & Annette 
c a l l e d u s  a l l  t o  t h e i r  back ya rd  f o r  a d e l i c i o u s  "Chicken 
6 f i x i n s "  lunch, which was consumed wh i l e  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  
about  o u r  f a v o r i t e  s u b j e c t .  

B r i e f l y ,  (more o r  l e s s )  some o f  t h e  i tems o f  i n t e r e s t ,  
Ward & Barbara P r i c e  s t i l l  have Kay, cougar  and a l s o  a 
young male. They ' re  mating,  b u t  s o  f a r  no babies .  (She 
g o t  hormones l a s t  t i m e :  its h i s  t u r n  nex t ) .  Delores  was 
t h e r e  and s a i d  b e a u t i f u l  Shawna t h e  cheetah  is  doinq 
j u s t  f i n e ,  a s  a r e  h e r  two o c e l o t s ,  Ozzie & Tao. Cha r l e s  
Douglas s a i d  t h a t  d i e  t o  t h e  l e g a l  s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  ban 
on i n t e r s t a t e  commerce, he has  s e p a r a t e d  h i s  b reed ing  
p a i r s  o f  o c e l o t s  (what a s ad  commentary:) Don's margay, 
Tonya is "Sassy a s  eve r "  and B.J. L e s t e r  is back home 
i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e  w i th  most o f  he r  margays. J a n i e  & K i m  
B a e t j e r ' s  growiag compound of f e l i n e s  were a l l  OK: t h e y  
a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a method o f  checking t h e i r  producing 
p a i r  o f  leopard  c a t s  t o  f i n d  t h e  r ea son  f o r  t h e  phys i ca l  
d e f e c t s  i n  t h e  bab ie s .  They f e e l  it could  be j u s t  a 
problem wi th  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p a i r .  Which c r e a t e s  a 
problem - t h e  two a r e  i n sepa rab le !  So you neu te r  one - 
which one? You have o u r  sympathy fo lks .  By t h e  way, 
"anie was wearing a neck b r a c e  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  an  a u t o  

c i d e n t ;  she  has  o u r  sympathy too.  Ar thur  Freeman drove 
, m C r y s t a l  River:  h i s  margay S a f a r i ,  now 195 yea r s  

i r e s i d e s  w i th  C h a r l e s  & Sad ie  Douglas s i n c e  Peg 's  
dea th  l a s t  year ,  and is s t i l l  doing f i n e .  Bob & Sandy 
s a i d  King, o c e l o t  is abou t  t h e  same, a homebody, and 
t h e  l a s t  t hey  heard  t h e  jaguarundi  female t hey  s e n t  t o  
b e  wi th  John Paramore's  male is doinq j u s t  g r e a t .  ""--*- 
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haven ' t  heard from John much l a t e l y ,  tho:  gues s  becoming 
a papa f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  must be  q u i t e  an  expe r i ence  
( t h a t ' s  human type ,  n o t  f e l i n e ) .  By t h e  way, a n o t e  o f  
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  Bob, I d o n ' t  know how many pounds 
he has  taken o f f  and k e p t  o f f ,  t h e s e  p a s t  coup le  o f  
yea r s ,  b u t  it must be  q u i t e  a few. 

 ill Engler  was t h e r e  w i th  some o f  h i s  p r e t t y  Bengal 
Cats ,  S a f a r i  h a t  and a l l .  He t o l d  me t h a t S a d i e  brought  
him a p l a t e  o f  barbeque s o  f u l l  he  cou ld  ha rd ly  e a t  it 
a l l w .  Now B i l l ,  we know b e t t e r  t han  t h a t !  P e t e r  and 
Jan  Cumming had f o u r  month o l d  Chip o c e l o t  w i t h  them 
and s i a d  a l l  was w e l l  excep t  h e  l i k e d  t o  b i t e  t o o  much. 
Well, i t ' s  my o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  o c e l o t s  d o n ' t  " l i k e  t o  
b i t e "  t h e y  love  it: It is meat and d r ink ,  t h e  ve ry  joy  - 
o f  l i f e .  Then comes fun,  convincing them t h a t  human 
anatomy c a n ' t  be  handled (mouthed?) l i k e  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  
f e l i n e s .  Luck t o  you f o l k s ,  and remember, p a t i e n c e  
and p e r s i s t a n c e .  A r t  &Carol t o l d  me t h e y  had r e c e n t l y  
acqu i r ed  ano the r  e x o t i c  (note :  ano the r )  I f  you a r e n ' t  
c a r e f u l  you t o o  a r e  going t o  be  a c q u i r i n g  a few a c r e s  
i n  t h e  s t i c k s  and wondering how on e a r t h  you g o t  t h e r e .  
I t ' s  l i k e  having - you should  excuse t h e  exp res se ion  - 
a t i g e r  by t h e  t a i l ;  you c a n ' t  let go. 

Well, a s  I s a i d  somewhere back t h e r e ,  we had o u t  lunch 
se rved  i n  t h e  backyard  and  a l though  we d i d n ' t  have a 
bus ines s  meeting,  a s  promised, Don d i d  a s k  B.J. t o  
i n t roduce  t h e  g u e s t  s h e  had brought.  He was M r .  B i l l  
Propper,  Chapter  Advisor o f  t h e  North F l o r i d a  Chapter  
36, Simian S o c i e t y  o f  America. He t o l d  t h e  group t h a t  
a s  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  members a r e  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  by 
t h e  c o s t l y  f e e  o f  t h e  New F l o r i d a  Personal  P e t  Law, 
h i s  members wished t o  c o n t r i b u t e  toward t h e  F l o r i d a  
LIOC Legal  Fund. For  which t h e y  have o u r  s i n c e r e  
thanks ,  exp res sed  by o u r  Vice P re s iden t ,  Don 
Piechocki ,  on beha l f  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  Chapter.  B.J. 
a l s o  mentioned two encyc loped ia s  s h e  brought  w i t h  h e r  
one about  a s  t h i c k  a s  Websters Unabridged ( s o r r y  I 
d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  names) I n  them t h e  e x p e r t s  c l a s s i f i e d  
t h e  margay a s  " leopardus  weidi"  i n s t e a d  o f  " f e l i s " ,  
and s o  n a t u r a l l y  I had to check t h i s  o u t .  It seems a s  
though , a s  u s u a l  t h e  e x p e r t s  d o n ' t  a g r e e  and many o f  
t h e  " f e l i s "  s p e c i e s  have " a l t e r n a t i v e  g e n e r i c  names" 
inc lud ing  t h e  o c e l o t ,  margay, leopard  c a t ,  g e o f f r y s  
c a t ,  e t c .  (Big c a t s  o f  t h e  World: Badino) which I 
might add had some b e a u t i f u l  photography i n  it. 

Afterwards,  we resumed o u r  g a t h e r i n g  and wandering, 
no t  t o o  hampered by t h e  s p r i n k l e  o r  two o f  r a i n .  
By t h i s  t ime, an ex-LIOC member, Bob S t e e l e  had a 
f r i e n d  b r i n g  h i s  young cougar  over .  H i s  l i t ter mate 
had been t h e r e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  bought by 
Herb S u l l i v a n ,  and it seems t h e y  were t h e  ones  B.J. 
had b o t t l e  r a i s e d  when working a t  a zoo f o r  a whi le .  
A s  t h e y  say ,  i t ' s  a s m a l l  world. By 5 o ' c lock  most 
f o l k s  were heading back home and everyone ag reed  it 
was a most p l e a s a n t  a f t e rnoon .  

By t h e  way, t h e  March meeting was spoken f o r  lay A r t  
& Caro l  o f  t h e  Orlando a r e a ,  bu t  t h e  next  o n e i n  
May w i l l  a l s o  be  "up" s o  t h e y  have k i n d l y  consented  
t o  postpone t h e i r s  u n t i l  a l a t e r  da t e .  

NEXT MEETING: March 1 4 t h  a t  t h e  home o f  J i m  & Lynn 
C r a f t  i n  Ft.  Lauderdale.  

C a l i f o r n i a  Branch - con t inued  

We a r e  hoping t o  have a t  o u r  n e x t  meeting Sena to r  P e t e r  
Behr who wro te  t h e  animal  b i l l  which has  become contro-  
v e r s i a l  i n  t h e  hands o f  F i s h  & Game. Cap ta in  Zobel o f  
F i sh  & Game w i l l  a l s o  a t t e n d .  Perhaps  t o g e t h e r  we can 
t r u l y  i r o n  o u t  a l l  t h e  w r i n k l e s  t h a t  seem t o  be  d i s t u r b -  
i ng  v a r i o u s  animal  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  It would be  hoped thtet 
eve ry  members w i l l  a t t e n d  t h i s  impor tant  meeting.  

Respec t fu l ly  submit ted:  
Lora Vigne 
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S t a r t i n q  from S c r a t c h  is w r i t t e n  by one o f  o u r  own - 
a LIOC member from England and b r e e d e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
o c e l o t  k i t t e n  the re .  

It is a heartwarming and  amusing s t o r y  o f  how Tony and 
Jeanne t t e  became i n t e r e s t e d  and acqu i r ed  t h e i r  f i r s t  
e x o t i c  soon t o  be fol lowed by ano the r  and ano the r  a s  i f  
o f t e n  t h e  ca se .  S e a n n e t t e  has  done a wonderful  job  
r e l a t i n g  t h e  t r i a l s  and  t r i b u l a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  f i r s t  
expe r i ences  we a l l  s h a r e  when we g e t  o u r  f i r s t  c a t  and 
then  t h e  cont inuous  l e a r n i n g  expe r i ence  t h e r e a f t e r .  

It i s n ' t  o f t e n  we c a n  recommend a book about  people  and 
t h e i r  p e t s  - b u t  when t h e y ' r e  a s  en joyab le  a s  S t a r t i n q  
From Sc ra t ch ,  it's worth  t h e  wa i t .  

Reviewed by: 
S h i r l e y  Treanor 

~eannette & Poppet 

OBITUARY 
Long t ime  LIOC member, Mary B a l l a r d ,  d i e d  on January 7, 
1976. Although Mary d i d  n o t  own a n  e x o t i c  she  loved 
them d e a r l y  and w i t h  h e r  pas s ing  t h e y  a l l  l o s e  a good 
f r iend.  

Necrology 
i k i ,  male o c e l o t  be longing t o  M r .  & M r s .  Donald P u r s e l l ,  
"d October 31s t ,  1975 a t  t h e  a g e  o f  10. They w r i t e ,  
k i  came i n  t h e  house f o r  a n  evening snack l i k e  he  

days d i d  and we c l o s e d  t h e  g l a s s  s l i d i n g  door. A f t e r  
he g o t  a b i t e  t o  e a t  he  r a n  o u t  t h e  door,  excep t  it was 
c lo sed  and broke." He d i e d  of  i n j u r i e s  i n f l i c t e d  by t h e  

MELANISTIC PHASES OF 
FELIDAE IN CAPTIVITY 

By Loren E. Coleman 

~ e p r i n t e d  from INTERNATIONAL 200 NEWS, 

The l i t e r a t u r e  on m e l a n i s t i c  (b lack)  forms o f  t h e  F e l i d a e  
is f i l l e d  wi th  i n a c u r a c i e s  and gaps ,  b u t  t h e  zoo log ica l  
park c o l l e c t i o n s  s e r v e  a s  a n a t u r a l  l i b r a r y  t o  e x t r a c t  
impor tant  d a t a  on t h e  i n f r e q u e n t  appearance  o f  t h e s e  
forms i n  t h e  wi ld .  The e x t e n t  o f  b l ack  f e l i d s  i n  c a p t i -  
v i t y  has  g e n e r a l l y  remained r e l a t i v e l y  unknown because  
t h e  b l a c k  forms were o f t e n  n o t  l i s t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  o r  
o the rwi se  s p e c i a l l y  i nd ica t ed .  Only i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  have 
some o f  t h e  m e l a n i s t i c  c a t s  o t h e r  t han  t h e  b l ack  l eopa rd  
o r  b l a c k  jaguar  been s p e c i f i c a l l y  noted.  Thus, t h e  f i r s t  
s t e p  incompl i l i ng  in fo rma t ion  on t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  deg ree  
o f  r a r i t y ,  succes s  i n  breeding,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  w i l d ,  
and s o  f o r t h ,  depends i n  l a r g e  p a r t  on e s t a b l i s h i n g  f i r m  
knowledge of where t h e  m e l a n i s t i c  F e l i d a e  have been, o r  
now a r e ,  i n  t h e  zoos o f  t h e  world.  Th i s  r e p o r t  w i l l  
focus on t h e  F e l i d s  l o c a t i o n s  acco rd ing  t o  survey r e s u l t s  
o f  1 5  June  1974. 

Needless t o  s ay ,  t h e  b l a c k  l e o p a r d  (Panthera pardus) is 
by no means uncommon, and most medium s i z e d  zoos have 
one  o r  a pa i r .  I n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c a s e s ,  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r -  
mation is a v a i l a b l e  on b l a c k  l e o p a r d s  (sometimes r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  "b l ack  p a n t h e r s " ) .  The c a p t u r e  o r i g i n  o f  most b l ack  
l eopa rds  appea r s  t o  b e  Asian,  w i t h  o n l y  one r eco rd  noted  
o f  a n  Afr ican m e l a n i s t i c  l eopa rd .  Th i s  animal  was 
cap tu red  by t h e  Hunts o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Animal Exchange 
a t  7,000 f e e t  i n  Kenya and s e n t  t o  Zur ich  i n  1970. 

Both Arnold S t i l l m a n  o f  Tampa's Busch Gardens and Roy 
Robinson o f  Carnivore  Research C e n t r e  have c o l l e c t e d  
e x t e n s i v e  in fo rma t ion  on b l a c k  l eopa rds  i n  c a p t i v i t y ,  
and wi th  t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  survey,  a c l e a r e r  
g e n e t i c  f low c h a r t  o f  t h e  b reed ing  and t r a d i n g  t a k i n g  
p l a c e  can be  cons t ruc t ed .  

M e l a n i s t i c  j a g u a r s  (Panthera  onca) a r e  r a r e  compared t o  
b l ack  leopards .  I n  1942, famed an ima l  t r a i n e r  Alf red  
Court  was s a i d  t o  own t h e  o n l y  p a i r  o f  b l ack  j agua r s  i n  
America, b u t  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  t h i r t e e n  were i n  c a p t i -  
v i t y ,  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  Zoologica l  Soc ie ty .  
Th i s  i n c r e a s e  seems mainly  due  t o  b reed ing  a t  Ph i l ade l -  
phia  and Center  H i l l ,  b u t  a s  t h e s e  sou rces  have not 
responded t o  t h i s  survey,  we l a c k  r e c e n t  d a t a  on them. 
However, Ph i l ade lph ia  d i d  have t h e s e  b lack jaguar b i r t h s :  
1.0 i n  1968 and 1.1 i n  1970. Cen te r  H i l l  (Robert  Baudy, 
Rare F e l i n e  Breeding Compound) had a b i r t h  o f  two females  
i n  1971 and Rio De J a n e i r o  had a b i r t h  o f  one, sex  
unknown i n  1970. More in fo rma t ion  is needed on t h e  
parentage  o f  t h e s e  o f f s p r i n g .  Data from C i n c i n n a t i  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  had a male of  t h r e e  months a r r i v e  on 
November 27. 1972 t h a t  is  s t i l l  p re sen t .  J a c k s o n v i l l e  
ob ta ined  a male a d u l t  from Columbia i n  August 1967. T h i s  
male s i r e d  a b l ack  male cub a t  J a c k s o n v i l l e  bu t  t h e  cub 
l i v e d  on ly  a month. J a c k s o n v i l l e ' s  male is mating w i t h  
a s p o t t e d  female,  and t h e r e  a r e  hopes f o r  f u r t h e r  b i r t h s .  

Although F r a n k f u r t  had a b l ack  G e o f f r y ' s  c a t  ( F e l i s  
g e o f f r o y i )  i n  103, r e sponses  t o  t h e  su rvey  i n d i c a t e  o n l y  
r e c e n t  c a s e s  of t h e s e  c a t s .  ch i cago  now has a male t h a t  
a r r i v e d  a s  an  a d u l t  i n  1972 from Ja rd in  zooloqico ,  Cord- 
oba, Argentina.  C i n c i n n a t i ' s  male and female a r r i v e d  
i n  1969 and d i e d  a month l a t e r .  No b i r t h s  were recorded.  
Memphis' male and female  a r r i v a l s  o f  February  1970 
never mated e i t h e r ,  s o  d u r i n g  1973, t h e  b l ack  female 
was p l aced  w i t h  a s p o t t e d  Geof f roy ' s  ca t .  Viable  b i r t h s  
were recorded i n  July  and December, 1973. Memphis 
t r a d e d  o u t  t h e i r  non-breeding ( f o r  them) b l a c k  male t o  
Sacramento i n  September 1973. The re fo re ,  Memphis now 
has  t h r e e  s p o t t e d  males,  two b l a c k  males,  one s p o t t e d  
female and one b l ack  female Geof f r ey ' s  c a t s .  

g l a s s .  - 11 - 
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1 t h e  p a s t ,  m e l a n i s t i c  forms o f  T e d n c k ' s  golden c a t ,  
r o f e l i s  temmincki) were  a p p a r e n t l y  more common i n  zoos. 
-1 had one  i n  1937, and Le ipz ig  had a n  example i n  
38, b u t  i n fo rma t ion  f o r  bo th  is sketchy.  London had 
> lack  Golden c a t  from November 1930 u n t i l  June  1941. 

.4e m e l a n i s t i c  Golden c a t  went from Bremerhaven t o  
B e r l i n  i n  December 1939 and t h e n  was s e n t  t o  Vienna i n  
1943. The d a t e s  o f  b i r t h  and d e a t h  o f  t h i s  we l l - t r ave l l ed  
i n d i v i d u a l  a r e  unknown. Likewise unknown a r e  any r ecen t  
c a s e s  o f  b l ack  Temminck's Golden c a t s .  

Black s e r v a l s  ( F e l i s  s e r v a l )  supposedly  n o t  uncommon i n  
t h e  w i ld ,  have tu rned  up i n  o n l y  two zoos. London had a 
b l a c k  S e r v a l  o f  t h e  r a c e  " h i n d e i n i n  1911 and a "kempi" 
from M t .  Elgon from October 1945 u n t i l  Apr i l ,  1950. 
p h i l a d e l p h i a  had a n  example, p o s s i b l e  a "hindei" ,  from 
E a s t  Afr ica  from J u l y  1953 t o  J u l y  1963. 

P h i l a d e l p h i a  has  had q u i t e  a few m e l a n i s t i c  f e l i d s .  
From A p r i l  t o  August 1939, P h i l a d e l p h i a  had a male, b lack 
bobca t  (Lynx r u f u s  f l o r i d a n u s ) .  Another m e l a n i s t i c  bobcat 
, a female was l o c a t e d  a t  New York (Bronx) i n  1940 bu t  
t h e  d a t e  o f  dea th  is unknown. Both New York 's  and Phi la-  
d e l p h i a ' s  bobca t s  were  c a p t u r e d  i n  Mar t in  County, F lo r ida .  

L i k e  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  C i n c i n n a t i  ha s  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  melan- 
istic forms of f e l i d a e ,  and a p p a r e n t l y  is t h e  on ly  zoo 
e v e r  t o  have Black J u n g l e  Ca t  ( F e l i s  chaus  p r a t e r i )  and 
b l a c k  Pampas c a t  (Ve l i s  co loco lo ) .  T h e i r  Pampas c a t ,  
a male a r r i v e d  from Paraguay i n  J anua ry ,  1966. Recently, 
Edward J. Maruska, C i n c i n n a t i ' s  D i r e c t o r ,  communicated 
t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  in fo rma t ion  t h a t  a new-born dead Pampas 
c a t  - wi th  b l ack  pe l age  - was d i scove red  by t h e  Head 
Keeper on 14 ~ p r i l  1974. 

C i n c i n n a t i ' s  b l a c k  J u n g l e  c a t s  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a nucleus 
from P a k i s t a n  o f  0.2 a r r i v i n g  May, 1969 and 1.0 a r r i v i n g  
~ p r i l ,  1971. One female  d i e d  May, 1973 and t h e  o t h e r  i n  
March, 1974. However, t h e  l a t t e r  d i d  b reed  wi th  t h e  male 
producing a b l a c k  male i n  1972 t h a t  d i e d  wi th in  a month, 
and a February  1973 l i t t e r  o f  1.2 b l a c k ,  1.0 tan.  Thus, 
c i n c i n n a t i  now has  two b l a c k  males and two b l ack  females. 

, rhaps t h e  r a r e s t  m e l a n i s t i c  f e l i d  t o  be  i n  c a p t i v i t y  
t h e  c a r a c a l  ( F e l i s  c a r a c a l ) ,  w i t h  o n l y  one ever  

zonicled.  The Taronqa Zoo o f  Sydney had a b lack c a r a c a l  
.ram January ,  1947 t o  J u l y ,  1956. Unfo r tuna te ly ,  t h e  
o f f i c i a l s  informed t h i s  su rvey  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h e  body was 
burned and no photographs were t a k e n  o f  t h i s  r a r e  animal. 

That  is t h e  body of  informat ion g a t h e r e d  t h u s  f a r  on a l l  
known b l a c k  f e l i d s  i n  zoos. F u r t h e r  p rog res s  r e p o r t s  
w i l l  be  forthcoming, a s  t h e  d a t a  accumulates  on o t h e r  
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c a p t i v e  m e l a n i s t i c  c a t  i s sue .  Thanks t o  
Marvin L. Jones f o r  h i s  h e l p f u l  h i s t o r i c a l  information,  
and t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  park  personnel  f o r  t h e i r  informat ive  
r e p l i e s .  

Anyone w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a ,  o r  c r i t i c a l  comments, p l ea se  
forward them t o :  Loren Coleman, 1469 Green S t r e e t ,  San 
F ranc i sco ,  Cal.  94109 

Rebecca Duke, o u r  ~ e g i s t r a r ,  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  r e g i s t r a -  
t i o n  is going slow. Although a t  t h e  s t a r t  t h e  r e s i s t r a -  
t i o n  of  your c a t s  may seem unimpor tant ,  we f e e l  it is. 
With t h e  b reed ing  o f  domest ic  bo rn  c a t s ,  someday it w i l l  
be  ve ry  neces sa ry  t o  t r a c e  t h e  a n c e s t r y  o f  a c a t .  We 
a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  g i v e  u s  c r edence  wi th  t h e  powers 
t h a t  b e  - t h a t  we a r e  keeping t r a c k  o f  o u r  own. I f  we 
e v e r  win t h e  war - t h a t  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Domestic B i r t h  and 
ped ig ree  cou ld  make a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a l e g a l  c a t  and 
a n  i l l e g a l  one. When you a r e  l ook ing  a t  a k i t t e n ,  a sk  t o  
s e e  its c e r t i f i c a t e  - o r  r e g i s t e r  it when you g e t  it. 

'f you need r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms a s k  your Branch Representa- 
i v e  o r  w r i t e :  

Rebecca Duke 
P.O.BOX 144 
c a r r o l l t o n ,  Tex. 75006 

CONVENTION 76 
We i n  t h e  Southwest Branch a r e  l ook ing  forward t o  h o s t i n g  
t h e  5 th  Annual convent ion i n  Houston t h i s  yea r .  As o u r  
Country c e l e b r a t e s  t h e  ~ i c e n t e n n i a l ,  we i n  LIOC a r e  
c e l e b r a t i n g  ou r  20th  b i r t h d a y  - and we a r e  e x t r a  g l a d  t o  
be h o s t s  a s  we s t a r t e d  t h e  b a l l  r o l l i n g  f i v e  y e a r s  ago 
i n  Da l l a s .  

We do en joy  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  " ~ r i e n d s h i p  Branch". Here 
i n  Southwest we p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  we j u s t  d o n ' t  m e e t  f o r  a 
couple  o f  hours and then  go home, b u t  because  we en joy  
each o t h e r  s o  much, u s u a l l y  make a weekend a f f a i r  o u t  o f  
a meeting - we t r a v e l  much g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e s  t o  make o u r  
meetings and we t h i n k  its worth it. We're working ve ry  
hard on making convent ion 1976 wor th  your  t i m e  and money. 

Texas is known t o  have t h e  b i g g e s t  and b e s t  o f  eve ry th ing ,  
o r  s o  we l i k e  t o  brag! Houston c e r t a i n l y  comes c l o s e  t o  
t h a t  d e s c r i p t i o n  and we'd l i k e  t o  show it t o  you. There  
w i l l  be  p l e n t y  t ime t o  sample s o u t h e r n  h o s p i t a l i t y  and 
o l d  f r i e n d s  a s  w e l l  a s  new ones.  We'd l i k e  t o  show you 
a p a r t  o f  Houston, t h e  Astrodome, Astroworld,  shopping 
h i g h l i g h t s  - Neiman-Marcus and 9 shopping c e n t e r  t h a t  
b o a s t s  a n  indoor ice s k a t i n g  r i n k  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  The food 
i s  something t o  look forward t o  a l s o  and w e ' l l  s t e e r  you 
t o  whatever you e n j o y  most, f o r e i g n  c u i s i n n e ,  s t e a k s ,  
seafood f r e s h  from t h e  Gulf,  o r  whatever  your  h e a r t  
d e s i r e s .  

. , 
Of cour se  t h e r e  w i l l  be  a few s p e a k e r s  - we ' r e  a iming a t  
q u a l i t y  n o t  q u a n i t y  and bo th  t h e  g e n e r a l  meet ing  and t h e  
Execut ive  meeting.  Here we a s k  t h a t  i f  you have a s u b j e c t  
you f e e l  needs d i s c u s s i o n  you w r i t e  Ken B a t f i e l d  s o  he  
can p l a c e  it on t h e  agenda. And p l e a s e  le t  u s  know i f  
your Branch is send ing  a R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and  who t h a t  might 
be  s o  we can expec t  them. 

Enclosed wi th  t h i s  News le t t e r  is your  registration form. 
We need t ime t o  p l an  t h i n g s  so p l e a s e  r e t u r n  it a s  soon 
a s  p o s s i b l e  w i th  your  check. To encourage  e a r l y  r e g i s t r a -  
t i o n  t h e  Fee p r i o r  t o  J u l y  1st w i l l  b e  $20. a f t e r  t h a t  
it w i l l  be  $25. The M a r r i o t t  I nn  needs  t o  know your p l ans  
no l a t e r  t han  J u l y  1 5 t h  t o  i n s u r e  you a room. P l e a s e  ma i l  
them t h e  enclosed r e g i s t r a t i o n  c a r d  a s  soon a s  you can.  
P l ease  t a k e  t h e  t ime  t o  f i l l  i n  your  r e g i s t r a t i o n  form 
s o  we can know what you want to see and p l a n  a c c o r d i n g l y  
t o  make neces sa ry  ar rangements .  AS you c a n  imagine, t h e r e ' s  
still  a l o t  o f  work t h a t  needs  t o  be  done and p l a n s  w i l l  
change h e r e  and t h e r e  be fo re  its a l l  over.  But we p l a n  
on providing a good t i n e  and s e e i n g  t o  it t h a t  you e n j o y  
y o u r s e l f  a s  much a s  w e ' l l  e n j o y  having you. I f  you have 
any sugges t ions  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  know. We're look ing  forward 
t o  a r e p e a t  o f  t h e  a u c t i o n  h e l d  i n  Orlando l a s t  y e a r  - i t  
was a l o t  o f  fun  s o  b r i n g  a few e x t r a  d o l l a r s  and t a k e  
something home w i t h  you. Every d o l l a r  o v e r  o u r  expenses  
is  going t o  t h e  l e g a l  fund s o  p l a n  on be ing -gene rous .  

HOUSTON GET READY! 


