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By: Michael K .  Petersen 

INTRODUCTION 

The fol lowing a r t i c l e  d e s c r i b e s  some 
behaviora l  observa t ions  made by t h e  a u t h o r  
on two c a p t i v e  margays over  a  per iod  of  f i v e  
y e a r s .  D r .  Pe te rsen  i s  an LIOC member and 
has  a  Ph.D i n  mammalogy, wi th  a d d i t i o n a l  
t r a i n i n g  i n  animal behavior and w i l d l i f e  
b io logy .  This  a r t i c l e  i s  a  condensed vers ion  
o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  paper r e f e r r e d  t o  below. I n  
o r d e r  t o  conserve space.  some of  t h e  behavior 
a 1  observa t ions  and most of  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  
r e f e r e n c e s  have been omi t ted .  f o r  t h e  person 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  more complete and t e c h n i c a l  
d e t a i l s  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  r e a d e r  i s  r e f e r r -  
ed  t o  t h i s  fol lowing r e f e r e n c e :  

P e t e r s e n ,  Michael K. 1976 Behavior o f  t h e  
Margay. I n :  R.L.Eaton ( e d . )  The World's 
Cats  - Cont r ibu t ions  t o  ~ i o l o  
Behavior Evolut ion,  V o d ; .  / 
pp 39-59, Carnivore Research I n s t i t u t e .  
Burke Museum, Univers i ty  of  Washington 
S e a t t l e ,  WA 98195 

METHODS 

Daily observa t ions  o f  two hours  each ,  over  
a  ~ e r i o d  of  f i v e  vears  were made on one male & 
one female margay. Observation t imes were irreg- 
u l a r  bu t  included both day and n igh t t ime  hours 
Genera l ly ,  observa t ions  were made from wi th in  
f" c a t s  room, bu t  some were made from a s i d e  

yw. The male was c a p t i v e  born (119170) t o  
b m a l e  from western Mexico and a  male from 

m b i a .  It had been hand r a i s e d  from b i r t h  
mid was ob ta ined  by t h e  au thor  a t  2% months 
of  age. The female was wild-caught  near  Ayutla. 
Guerrero i n  Southern Mexico, whi le  s t i l l  a  
s u c k l i n g .  Estimated b i r t h  d a t e  i s  May, 1969. 
The t r a p p e r  housed t h i s  c a t  i n  a  smal l  cage. 
bu t  t h e  animal was n o t  f r e  u e n t l y  handled,  
a l though q u i t e  tame. TWO days a f t e r  h e r  pur- 
chase ,  she jum ed from a bed down t o  t h e  f l o o r  
and broke h e r  l e f t  forel imb.  A v e t e r i n a r i a n  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s h e  had r i c k e t s  a t  t h a t  time. 
The limb healed crookedly,  caus ing  t h e  c a t  t o  
have a  s l i g h t ,  b u t  permanent limp. Subsequently,  
a  good d i e t  r e s u l t e d  i n  recover  from r i c k e t s  
wih t in  two o r  t h r e e  months. Both c a t s  r e a d i l y  
accep t  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  presence and were tame 
wi th in  f o u r  days. Movie and s t i l l  photography 
were used t o  f i l m  most behavior .  

The c a t s '  a d u l t  weights  were 11 and 7 
pounds f o r  t h e  male and female r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
Both animals were housed t o g e t h e r  i n  a  dry 
basement room of  t h e  a u t h o r s  home. Room dim- 
ens ions  were 35 f e e t  long by 12 f e e t  wide 
by 8 f e e t  high.  Numerous furnace  d u c t s  (warm 
& co ld)  she lves  and ledges were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
c l imbing t o  v a r i o u s  h e i g h t s .  The room a l s o  
conta ined  a f r e e z e r ,  washer & d r y e r .  A l a r g e  
window was s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  sou th  end o f  t h e  
room. Two smal le r  windows near  t h e  c e i l i n g  
were loca ted  on t h e  west w a l l .  One q u a r t e r  
i n c h  mesh hardware c l o t h  was placed over  the  
l a r g e  window. Two l a r g e ,  u p r i g h t  l o g s  were 
~ r o v i d e d  a s  s c r a t c h i n g  p o s t s .  A 12 f o o t  long 
c l o t h s l i n e  ( h o r i z o n t a l )  rope was a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  t h e  c a t s  t o  jump and swing on.  The f l o o r  
= i l e d .  Severa l  c a t  Pans wi th  k i t t y  l i t t e r  
. s h e e t  metal  spray  s h e i l d s  were placed i n  
L.ous corners  of  the  room. They were emptied 

OF THE mRRGRY 
PART 1 

d a i l y .  The f l o o r  was r i n s e d  w i t h  mild d e t e r g e n t  
and r i n s e d  w i t h  ho t  wate r .  A i r  temperature 
ranged from about  66OF i n  t h e  w i n t e r  t o  77OF i n  
summer. 

Because of  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  food p r e f e r e n c e s ,  
each c a t  had a  s e p a r a t e  d i e t .  The male was fed  
two meals p e r  day (approx. 4 ox each) o f  t h e  
commercially p repared  d i e t ,  F e l i n e  ZuIPreem. 
The female was g iven  2-3.25 ounce meals of 
F r i s k i e s  g i b l e t s  & t u r k e y  p a r t s  each day. TO 
h e r  food was added - 5  t s p . o f  powdered Squibb's 
"Vet Nutr i"  (v i tamin  supplement) and 12 drops 
of  l i q u i d  v i t a m i n  ("ABDEC" by Parke-Davis) every 
day. One 1 0  g r a i n  calcium g lucona te  t a b l e t  was 
g iven  crushed and p laced  i n  h e r  food t h r e e  times 
weekly. Chicken bones were g iven  once o r  twice 
a  week f o r  added calcium and t o  a i d  i n  t o o t h  
c l e a n i n g .  Fresh  wate r  was a v a i l a b l e  ad  l ib i tum.  
L e t t u c e ,  c e l e r y ,  o r  c a r r o t s  were f r e q u e n t l y  
provided t o  a i d  t h e  c a t s  i n  pass ing  h a i r  e f f i =  
c i e n t l y  through t h e  a l i m e n t a r y  c a n a l .  Ne i ther  
c a t  was d e c l a r e d ,  defanged o r  n e u t e r e d .  

INDIVIDUAL BEHAVIOUR 

VISION: Vision was well-developed.  The 
c a t s  c o u l d e a s i l y  s e e  smal l  b i r d s  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  
of  75 f e e t  i n  t h e  back y a r d .  Birds were i n t e n t -  
l y  observed.  C a t t l e  cou ld  be  seen a t  approximat- 
l y  150 yards  . No p a r t  o f  t h e  c a t ' s  body would 
move except  t h e  t i p  of  t h e  t a i l .  When a b i r d  
f l ew,  t h e  c a t  would suddenly l e a p  a g a i n s t  t h e  
window i n  t h e  b i r d ' s  d i r e c t i o n .  I f  a  s t r a n g e  
person came i n t o  t h e  room, t h e  c a t s  s t a r e d  
c o n s t a n t l y  a t  t h i s  person ;  i f  t h e  a u t h o r  en te red  
t h e  room, o n l y  b r i e f  i n i t i a l  s t a r e s  were given.  
They a l s o  r e a c t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  varying f a c i a l  
express ions  made by t h e  a u t h o r .  I f  a n  o b j e c t  
such a: a pheasant  f e a t h e r  were noved slowly 
a c r o s s  t h e  f l o o r  i n  f r o n t  o f  a  c a t .  t h e  c a t  
was l e s s  prone t o  g rab  t h e  o b j e c t  than i f  t h e  
o b j e c t  were moved r a p i d l y .  The f e a t h e r  would 
be  grasped w i t h  extreme r a p i d i t y  by e i t h e r  one 
o r  both paws. Both c a t s  were adep t  a t  d i s c e m -  
ing  between p a r i a l  and t o t a l  moves o f  t h e  
f e a t h e r  between them. No more energy than 
necessary  was expended toward o b t a i n i n g  t h e  
f e a t h e r .  

Cont iniied - paqc f. 
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F R O N T  H O R 1 Z O N A L  SUPPORT 

BOARDS 

SLIDE B O A R D  



OLFACTORY: Odors played an important 
part in the cat's lives. They reacted charact- 
eristically to certain odors. For example, the 
lor of food caused meowing, growling and lick- 

n g  of the chops. I was able to condition the 
'male to "beg" (meow) and lick her chops before 
ne was given food. If the cats were subjected 
to the odor of chocolate, catnip, or some other 
pungent smell, they exhibited the "catnip" 
response of cheetahs as described by Eaton & 
Craig (1973). This consisted of rubbing the 
sides of the head, neck and shoulders on the 
odiferous object. In addition, the cats would 
"skate" the hind feet in alternate movements 
antero-posteriourly. They frequently slid 
their anogenital area forward over the sub- 
strate while "skating". The skating reaction 
to an odiferous substance was not, to my 
knowledge, previously described in cats. Both 
cats were attracted very strongly to the smell 
of human perspiration. 

An odor particulary obnoxious to the cats 
(such as the lemon scent of an aerosol air 
freshener) caused squinting of the eyes and sub- 
sequent avoidance. Both cats became rapidly 
conditioned tothis odor and exhibited the same 
response to the sound of the cat top being 
removed as they did to the actual odor. 

The sniffing of urine (either fresh or old) 
caused a Flehmen response. Flehmen responses 
were only rarely observed on other novel objects 
Feces, when inspected olfactorily, were sniffed 
with accompanying rapid contractions and expan- 
sions of the nostrils for about 5 to 10 seconds. 
The ears were tilted slightly backwards. If 
feces were placed near the female's nose while 
she was eating a gagging response resulted. 
Gagging consisted of allowing food to fall out 
of the open mouth while the tongue extended 
utward. Infrequently, the abdomen "heaved" 
 is gagging response could not be elicited 

- .om the male at any time, or in the female when 
.ie was not feeding. 

Two of the above mentioned behavioral 
responses could be exhibited under differing 
conditions. In addition to rubbing the chin, 
cheeks, etc. on certain odors, the male in 
particular, also rubbed these body parts on my 
head, shoulders, feet, etc. he purred loudly 
while rubbing on the author, where as while 
rubbing an odiferous, inanimate object, purring 
was not evident. He obviously was affected by 
the presence of an animate object causing him 
to purr while stimulated by the odor of my 
hair. etc. Both cats skated" at times, when 
a strange person entered the room. This react- 
ion was accompanied by intense staring at the 
person, and several glances over their own 
shoulders as potential preparation for rapid 
escape. The "skating" was done in a sitting 
position (nearly). It is possible that"skatingl' 
in this latter instance is an abivalent reaction. 

AUDITORY: Margays seem to have the same 
well-developed sense of hearing that all cats 
possess. Their ears were generally in constant 
movement to the slightest sounds (or to sounds 
inaudible to the human ear). They became con- 
ditioned to the sound of the author's footsteps 
on the basement stairs and waited by the door. 
However, if a staranger walked down the steps 
without making other sounds, the cats became 
wary (I assume for several reasons that odor 
was not involved). Apparently, they were able 
to distinguish between familiar and unfamiliar 
footsteps. A strange noise frequently caused a 
cat to "freeze" in a certain position (irre- 
pective of position or activity) until the 
lises source was detected. If one cat paniced 
.d exhibited flight behaviour from a sound, 

even though the other cat had been less 
attentive to this stimulus, the second cat 
would immediately follow suit and take flight. 

FEEDING: The reader shou~d rerer KO 
"Methods" for particulars on diet, frequency 
of feeding, etc. If the cats were hungry, 
meowing occurred until food was brought to 
their room. Growling and salivating would 
follow up to the time the food was actually 
placed before them. At this time an animal 
would generally sniff the food two or three 
times and then proceed to eat. Both animals 
were constantly aware of their surroundings 
during the feeding period. They frequently 
ceased food intake while glancing around the 
room. The ears constantly responded to noises 
If a feeding cat were closely approached it 
would growl while chewing food. 

The female generally consumed her meal in 
five minutes, whereas the male would tend to con- 
sume his meal in small feedings spaced over two 
to three hours. Drinking was generally done at 
night after a meal. Water was swallowed after 
every three or four laps of the tongue. Averaged 
daily intake by each cat amounted to approximately 
3.38 oz by the male and 2.03 oz by the female. 

If both cats were simultaneously given equal 
portions of a treat that they both preferred 
(e.g. hard boiled egg), they each attempted to 
steal from the other. The stealing behavior was 
accompanied by growling and half-hearted fight- 
ing. The food was.rapidly consumed on these 
occasions. If one cat was crunching on a food 
item (particularly a treat), the other seemed 
to be stimulated by this sound and subsequently 
investigated the situation. 

Infrequently a cat vomited a freshly con- 
sumed meal. This occurred if an animal was 
startled, or occasionally for no apparent 
reason. Generally, the vomitus was immediately 
consumed. In eutherian carnivores such as dogs 
& cats, vomiting commonly involves complete 
disgorging the stomach contents out ofthe mouth 
These animals later re-consume selected bits of 
the vomit. The margays on the other hand, did 
not consume the vomitus if it had remained on 
the floor for more than five minutes. The male 
had one vomiting seige that lasted several days. 
Daily feedings of lettuce prevented recurrence 
of vomiting (Petersen, 1971, LIOC Newsletter 
15 (6) :l3) 

ELIMINATIVE BEHAVIOR: Defecation by 
both cats occurred on an average of twice daily, 
usually within four to six hours after a meal.- 
The cats were quite habitual in regard to 
localities (each one had a favorite place). 
Very rarely would they choose other defecation 
stations. Generally, defecation was accomplish- 
ed in a sink or on a counter top; however, if 
it occurred in a pat with litter, the male made 
a half-hearted attempt to cover the feces using 
his forelimbs. The female never attempted to 
cover hers. 

Urination occurred approximately three 
times a day (spaced at irregualar times) also 
in habitual places. The female generally would 
urinate in a squatting position. The male 
almost always slowly raised his rear quarters, 
spraying an intermittent jet of urine about 

two feet in the air. Urination in pans occurred 
about 65% of the tine; the remainder was done 
on the floor. generally near a pan. This was 
particularly evident if a pan already contained 
a previous urination. The male was prone to 
spray if the author was interacting with the 
female. The male's emotional state at this 
time could be described as a mixture of 
frustration. mild anger and jealousy. 

ACTIVITY PERIODS: Both animals could be 
active at any time of the day; however most 
activity occurrec betwenn 1 and 2 AM and again 
from 4 to 5 AM. Although they were subjected to 
a normal photoperiod, the peak activity periods 0 



remained t h e  same hours  throughout  t h e  y e a r .  
A c t i v i t y  a t  n i g h t  was most pronounced when t h e  
c a t s  were jumping from s h e l f  t o  s h e l f  whi le  
chasing each o t h e r .  When t h e  a u t h o r  en te red  

? c a t s  room dur ing  t h e  day ,  t h e  animals 
r e  l e s s  p l a y f u l ,  a t  l e a s t  i n i t i a l l y ,  than 
n i g h t .  

S c h a l l e r ' s  (1972) o b s e r v a t i o n s  t h a t  l i o n s  a r e  
only a c t i v e  f o r  about  3-4 hours  each day can be  
appl ied  equa l ly  w e l l  t o  t h e  margays. 

Due t o  i t s  l e n g t h  (even i n  condensed form) t h i s  
a r t i c l e  w i l l  be  con t inued  nex t  i s s u e .  

By Jeanne t te  Travers  

" I 've  go t  a young puma." c a l l e d  my husband Tony 
from t h e  f r o n t  door l a t e  one n i g h t .  He had been a l l  
day away a t  a d i s t a n t  zoo. 

"Don't b r i n g  any animals  back w i t h  you." I had 
s a i d  jok ing ly  t h a t  morning a s  h e  climbed i n t o  t h e  van. 
Now he was say ing  "I had t o  b r i n g  h e r ,  she was going 

be sho t . "  "Why?" I asked i g n o r i n g  t h e  domestic 
box by h i s  f e e t .  "There a r e  t o o  many pumas 

Lurid. She ' s  n o t  wanted." he  s a i d  c l o s i n g  t h e  f r o n t  
, r q u i e t l y .  

"Well, w e ' l l  have t o  f i n d a  good home f o r  her" 
I s a i d ,  " t h e r e ' s  no room h e r e .  A l l  t h e  enc losures  
i n  t h e  garden were f u l l  and every  room i n  t h e  house 
had an animal i n  i t .  

A s  r e a d e r s  o f  my book, " S t a r t i n g  from Scratch" 
(Published by Tapl inger  Publ i sh ing  Company, New York) 
w i l l  know, ~ o n d o n  20; l e t  Tony have t h e i r  female 
o c e l o t  Cleo,  f o r  breeding.  She had been happy f o r  a 
long time i n  t h e  garden,  f i r s t  w i t h  male. Snoopy u n t i l  
he t r i e d  t o  k i l l  h e r ,  and then w i t h  g e n t l e  Pacha. But ,  
a f t e r  a t ime,  he t r i e d  t o  t e a r  h e r  t h r o a t  a s  w e l l .  
For tuna te ly ,  both a t t e m p t s  happened dur ing  t h e  day 
and Tony was a b l e  t o  r u s h  i n  and pry  open Snoopy's 
jaws and then he had t o  do t h e  same w i t h  Pacha. 
"That 's  orobablv Nature 's  wav o f  k i l l i n e  o f f  t h e  
o l d  ones" I remember him say ing  a t  t h e  time. So 
g e r i a t r i c  Cleo was taken permanently i n t o  t h e  house 
and given her  own room. 

A week before  t h e  puma a r r i v e d .  St inky f o x ' s  
e a r t h  had been f looded when t h e  r i v e r  Thames a t  t h e  
bottom of  t h e  garden over-flowed and he  was tempor- 
a r i l y  occupying t h e  bathroom. Another room was a 
min i -hosp i ta l  f o r  an o c e l o t  w i t h  a stomach complaint 
and Wil ly,  our  domestic b l a c k  c a t ,  s t i l l  s t a l k e d  i n  
and out  of  t h e  house and around t h e  garden,  t ak ing  
no n o t i c e  of t h e  o t h e r  an imals .  

"There's no more room" I r e p e a t e d  watching 
Tony bend down and unhook t h e  c a t c h  and open t h e  
door of t h e  c a t  box. Out  peered a smal l  grey head 
with white  f u r  shaped l i k e  a bow t i e  a t  t h e  bottom 
of  her  nose. She looked around,  immediately rushed 

-Â¥ t o  me, c r y i n g  l o u d l y  and rubbed her  head 
ainst  my l e g s .  I had t o  p i c k  h e r  up and she 
ked my f a c e ,  p u r r i n g  hard.  

"We'll have t o  f i n d  a r e a l l y  good home f o r  
her ."  I s a i d  rubbing my f a c e  a g a i n s t  h e r s .  "what 's  
her  name?" "I d o n ' t  know" s a i d  Tony over  h i s  

suuui.uer as ne went i n t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  t o  f i n d  food 
and milk f o r  her .  For t h e  n e x t  hour t h e  l i t t l e  
puma purred cont inuous ly ,  s o  she  was c a l l e d  
Purr-Purr .  And by moving t h e  animals  around,  I 
found room f o r  h e r .  

As t h e  days went by, Purr-Purr  became more 
and more a f f e c t i o n a t e ,  d e l i g h t i n g  i n  rubbing h e r  
f a c e  a g a i n s t  o u r s ,  making t i n y  squeaking n o i s e s  
a t  t h e  same time. Her o n l y  f a i l i n g  was she would 
no t  be t o i l e t  t r a i n e d .  A t o i l e t  t r a y  was a toy  
t o  h e r ,  t o  be knocked and pushed a l l  over  t h e  room. 
Whereas o l d  Cleo,  a f t e r  l i v i n g  a s  a zoo animal f o r  
10 years  used a t o i l e t  t r a y  e x p e r t l y  a t  once. 
A f t e r  many mishaps, I managed t o  g e t  Purr-Purr  t o  
squa t  on newspaper, bu t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  she  f o r g e t s  
and leaves  puddles on t h e  s e t t e e .  

When s h e  was s t i l l  s m a l l ,  f r i e n d s  came t o  s e e  h e r  
"Is she  any r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  cougar?" asked one."She 
i s  a cougar" s a i d  Tony, "and a l s o  a mountain l i o n . "  
I wondered why t h e r e  should  b e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  names 
and a f t e r  a l i t t l e  r e s e a r c h  i n  Llo d ' s  Natural  H i s t o r  , 
published i n  London i n  1896. a n d d t h a t o u e a r  was 
an American I n d i a n  name. ~ a t e r  i n  t h e  same c h a p t e r ,  
t h e  a u t h o r ,  Richard Lydekker quotes  from t h e  "Descript-  
ion o f  t h e  New Netherlands" w r i t t e n  by Van d e r  Donck 
and published i n  1656 t h a t  "Although t h e  New Nether- 
l ands  l a y  i n  a f i n e  c l i m a t e  and a l though  t h e  count ry  
i n  w i n t e r  seemed r a t h e r  c o l d ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  l i o n s  a r e  
found t h e r e ,  but  no t  by C h r i s t i a n s ,  who have t r a v e l l e d  
t h e  land  wide and broad and have n o t  seen  one. It is  
on ly  known t o  u s  by t h e  s k i n s  of  t h e  females ,  which 
a r e  sometimes brought i n  by t h e  Ind ians  f o r  s a l e  who 
on enquiry say  t h a t  t h e  l i o n s  a r e  found f a r  t o  t h e  
Southwest,  d i s t a n t  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty days '  journey ,  
i n  very high mountains, and t h a t  t h e  males a r e  t o o  
a c t i v e  and f i e r c e  t o  be  taken.  

Today, a f t e r  e i g h t e e n  months, Purr-Purr  i s  s t i l l  
wi th  u s  and now we l o v e  h e r  too  much t o  f i n d  another  
home f o r  h e r .  

DUE TO LACK OF INTEREST, PAGES 9-16 
HAVE BEEN OMITTED:: 

Is t h e r e  something you8ve been meaning fl* 
t o  c o n t r i b u t e ?  
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J u n e  2 4 t h  & 2 5 t h ,  1 9 7 8  

T h e  s e t t i n g  is l o g g i n g  c o u n t r y ,  n e a r  Tacoma 
W a s h i n g t o n .  T h e  r o a d  l e a d i n g  t o  C o u g a r  M o u n t a i n  
offers d i v e r s i f i e d  s c e n e s  o f  d e n s e  e v e r g r e e n  woods,  
g e n t l y  r o l l i n g  meadows a n d  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  v i e w  o f  
snow-capped M t .  R a i n i e r .  As we d r o v e  u p ,  a  s i g n ,  
c o m p l e t e  w i t h  paw p r i n t s ,  a n o u n c e s  t h a t  we h a v e  
a r r i v e d  a t  o u r  d e s t i n a t i o n .  W e  f o l l o w  a n a t u r a l  
r o a d  t o  a  s m a l l  c l e a r i n g  i n  t h e  woods ,  w h e r e  we 
a r e  g r e e t e d  b y  S h e l l e y  & T e r r y  S t a r n s ,  o u r  h o s t  
a n d  h o s t e s s  f o r  t h e  weekend.  T h e  a i r  is  c r i s p  w i t h  
an o v e r c a s t  s k y  a s  we a l l  make o u r  way p a s t  t h e  
s n a i l  t r a i l e r  t h a t  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  S t a r n s '  l i v i n q  
q u a r t e r s  ( c a s e s  f o r  t h e  a n i m a l s  come f i r s t )  t o  

s i t  w i t h  t h e  f e l i n e  members o f  t h e  compound. 

^ ' b e a t s  aboti-.d, i n  t h r e e  o f  t h e  w e l l  b u i l t  c h a i n  
.k c a q e s .  I n t r o d ~ c t - i a n s  a r e  i n  o r d e r  a n d  we a r e  

, -ce ived  wit:: var io~ - i s  c h i r p s ,  s p i t s  a n d  i n q u i r i n q  
1ooks .  To o n e  s i c i e  ~ f  t h e  b o b c a t s  a r c  n'.ore c a a e s  
s u s i n g  a p a i r  o f  A s i a n  l o l d e n  c a t s  a n d  a n  e x c e c t -  
i o n a l l y  l a r g e  m 3 l c  c a r a c a l . .  Two l o v e l y  l i t t l e  
r r i r q a y s  caz.e n e x t  o n  t h e  t o u r .  TI.ey, l i k e  a l l  t h e  
c 3 t s .  h a v e  l a r g e  tree t r u n k s  t o  c l i m b  o n  or h i d e  
b e h i n d .  F o u r  c o u g a r s  are  h o u s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  c a q e s  
v i s i t e d .  One o f  w h i c h  h a d  g i v e r ,  b i r t h  t o  two k i t s  
  st two weeks  p r e v i o u s l y ,  b u t  t h e  k i t s  w e r e  b e i n g  
hand r a i s e d  b y  S h e l l e y .  A n o t h e r  o f  t h e  c o u g a r s  
was i n s i d e  h e r  d e n ,  w i t h  f o u r ,  t h r e e  d a y  o l d  c u b s  
? Â ¥ J s  b a r e l y  v i s i b l e .  H e r e ,  a  s i g n  w a s  p o s t e d  
.*.I, ..LC.. I. r e a d  " N u r s e r y  - P l e a s e  q u i e t "  I t  was a l s o  
 iter ere st:-.$ t o  n o t e ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e ' c a g e s  had  l a t l e s  
t e i l i n c  t h e  s p e c i e s  o f  tile c a t  a n d  i ts  c o u n t r y  of  
o r i g i n .  A f t e r  t h e  c o u g a r s ,  came t h e  j u n g l e  c a t  c r  
c h a u s ,  a s  z a n y  c a l l  t h i s  r e d d i s h  A s i a n  w i l d  c a t  
t h a t  v e r y  nuch  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  d o m e s t i c  A b y s s i n i a n .  

P a s s i n g  down t h e  l i n e  o f  caaes you c a n ' t  h e l p  
b l ~ t  n o t i c e  a  v e r y  l a r g e  e n c l o s u r e  i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d .  
A c l o s e r  l o o k  r e v e a l s  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  A f r i c a n  l i o n .  
"Aurora"  b e l o n g s  t o  Ed S m i t h  who l i v e s  or. t h e  prop-  
e r t y .  Ed a l s o  h a s  a  w h i t e  f e r r e t  w h i c h  i s  e n c l o s e d  
i n  a s m a l l  c a g e  n e a r b y  a n d  t h e  sce..c b r i n g s  to  mind 
a  r a t h e r  s u r r e a l i s t i c  p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  c a t  a n d  mouse. 

Our t o u r  e n d s  a t  a  s e p a r a t e  g r o u p  o f  c a g e s  
w h e r e  we a r e  m e t  b y  t w o  ocelots a n d  a  Geoffrey's 
c a t .  L a s t ,  w e ' r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  t w o  p u b l i c  
r e l a t i o n s  c a t s  f o r  t h e  compound - " C a s s a n d r a "  a  
y e a r  o l d  l e o p a r d  a n d  "Poppy" a n  e i g h t  month o l d  
c o u g a r .  T h e s e  t w o  s h a r e  a  c a g e  a n d  h a v e  a n  i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  - Growing  u p  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  
p l a y  as k i t t e n s  d o ,  b u t  Poppy is a  c h a r a c t e r  when i t  
comes t o  f o o d  - r a c i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  c a g e  s c r e e c h i n g ,  
~ i t h  mouth c l e n c h e d  o n  a p i e c e  o f  c h i c k e n ,  a n d  , ' s s a n d r a  i n  h o t  p u r s u i t .  Poppy c o u g a r  was b o r n  

e m a t u r e l y  a n d  is s m a l l  f o r  h e r  a g e .  S h e  a l s o  h a s  
Ã §  u n u s u a l  c o a t  t h a t  r e s e m b l e s  l a m b s  wool i n s t e a d  
o f  t h e  s h o r t ,  s l i c k  f u r  o f  a  normal  c o u g a r .  Thus  
t h e  name P o p c o r n  - s h o r t e n e d  to  Poppy. 

s< i t in -day  m o r n i n g  p e o p l e  beqan  a r r i v i n g  - some 
for  a q u i c k  v i s i t ,  o t h e r s  t o  s p e n d  t h e  weekend.  
c a l i f o r n i d n s  B i l l  & Penny Andrews f l e w  u p  f o r  t h e  
d a y  a n d  W a l t e r  B i l l i n g s  founa  h i s  way, w i t h o u t  a  
map, f rom A r c a t a ,  C a l i f o r n i a .    any o t h e r s  a r r i v e d  
t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  d a y  a n d  s t a y e d  f u r  t h e  e v e n i n g s  
Bar-B-0 o f  mouth-wat.eri- c h i c k e n -  T h e r e  was a l s o  
a  kcg o f  b e e r ,  a n d  w i n e  was ~ * r o v i d e c l  f o r  t h o s e  who 
c a r e d  t o  i n d u l g e  and i i ~ d u l t . ~  we d i d ;  A f t e r  d a r k ,  
T e r r y  t o u c h e d  o f f  a  v e r y  spec t t1< .11lar  I > o n f i r e  a n d  
many of  u s  t o a s t e d  o u r  b a c k s i d e s  w h i l e  e n j o y i n g  
t h e  c l e m ,  p i n e - s c e n t e d  a i r  a n d  p l e a s a n t  c o n v e r -  
s a t i o n  o f  o u r  c o m p a n i o n s .  As t h e  f i r e  d w i n d l e d ,  
s o  d i d  t h e  p e o p l e ,  1-0 c r c w l  i n t o  t h e i r  s l e e p i n g  
bags for t h e  n i t e .  

T h e  n e x t  day.  as  some o f  u s  w e r e  still r u b b i n g  
t h e  s l e e p  f rom o u r  e y e s ,  more  c a r s  b e g a n  t o  a r r i v e .  
A s u r p r i s e - g u e s t  a n d  t h e  o n e  who t r a v e l l e d  t h e  g r e a t  
est  d i s t a n c e  t o  a t t e n d  was  Ken H a t f i e l d  f rom F l o r i d a  
The  Oregon E d u c a t i o n a l  E x o t i c  F e l i n e  C l u b  members 
came i n  c o s t u m e -  m a t c h i n g  v e s t s  f o r  a l l .  More c h i c k  
e n  was  p u t  o n  t h e  f i r e  a n d  t o u r s  o f  t h e  compound 
c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .  Many p e o p l e  e x p r e s s e d  
a  d e s i r e  t o  t a k e  a  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  l i t t l e  imp of a  
b o b c a t  home. Her  a n t i c s  a n d  p l a y f u l l n e s s  won t h e  
h e a r t s  o f  a l l .  T h e  o n l y  a n i m a l  t h a t  w a s  b r o u g h t  
t o  t h e  p i c n i c  w a s  a  r a c o o n  named T a b a s c o  who accomp- 
a n i e d  i t s  o w n e r s  fron- Canada .  S h e  l e t  t h e  l i t t l e  
r a c c o o n  r u n  loose-  w h i l e  t h e r e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  
b u s y  p e e r i n g  i n t o  cars. c a m p e r s ,  s l e e p i n g  b a g s ,  
p o c k e t s  a n d  e v e n  down t h e  steici: a t o p  t h e  Port-A- 
P o t t y !  ..... w h i c h  s t a r t l e d  a  few o f  t h e  o c c u p a n t s :  

By s u n s e t ,  most  a l l  had h~. - iced  ho-rc ?y t h e i r  
v a r i o u s  r o u t e s  havi t iq  s c e n t  .a t b ~ r o r o u q h 1 y  e n j o y a b l e  
weeke .d  among a n d  t a l " ; ~ " . ?  al:oi:t c a t s  - w h a t  e l s e ?  

T" a n k  you SI!eJ l e y  A T e r r y ,  we l o o k  f o r w a r d  to  
n e x t  y e a r ' s  n i c n i c .  

B\": J e a n  T w n e s .  

Sh(:̂ -". ;::y j 

R t .  1 ,  So' 16F 
Lonnrnire ?. 
Veil", a:. 9?5?7 

HELPFUL H I N T :  Anyone f e e d i n a  w a t  t o  t h e i r  an ima l ; ,  
i n  an  o u t d o o r  e n c l o s u r e .  knows t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  f l y s .  
To keep  f i y s  o f f  f o o d .  c o a t  i t  w i t h  a  l i q u i d  c o o k i n g  
o i l  b e f o r e  f e e d i n g .  T h i s  c o v e r s  t h e  s c e n t  o f  t h e  
meat  a n d  f l y s  d o n ' t  s w a r v .  : t ' s  a l s o  good f o r  y o u r  
p e t ' s  c o a t .  A l s o ,  d u r i n q  warm w e a t h e r .  c o n s i d e r  
f e e d i n q  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  when t e m p e r a t u r e s  a r e  c o o l e r .  


