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LONG ISLAND OCELOT CLUB 

CLOUDED LEOPARD I N  ITS NATURAL HABITAT 
Scheherazade, fondly known as Shar i ,  a domestic born Clouded Leopard, is pic tured  
he re  a t  6 months. Shari  is  now 2 y r s  o ld  and l i v e s  with t h e  Vanderwalls. She 
g e t s  along w e l l  with the  o the r  animals i n  t h e  house, inc luding domestic c a t s ,  dogs, 
and exot ics .  However, problems do a r i s e  when she  tries t o  r i d e  t h e  dogs l i k e  
horses; f o r  some reason i t  makes them very nervous. Shar i  enjoys running through 
t h e  house and f l y i n g  over f u r n i t u r e  and people wi th  h e r  p e t  s t u f f e d  6 f o o t  snake, 
o r  huge octopus, dangling from her  mouth. 
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by S t u a r t  Holtzman 

As you m igh t  have heard, we've been k i n d  o f  snowed 
I n  here  i n  Chicago. That  hasn ' t  phased Se th  a t  a l l .  To 
b e g i n  w i t h ,  she's s t r i c t l y  an i n d o o r  c a t  - so whether 
i t  r a i n e d  o r  snowed, was c loudy  o r  sunny, she always 
viewed weather s o r t  o f  - t h i r d  hand". Yet. w i t h  t h e  i n -  
c lement  weather, we have had more t ime  t o  s t a y  home 
and en joy  he r  presence. T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  say, o f  course, 
t h a t  Seth doesn ' t  l i k e  snow. Oh. by no means no! I 
scoop a  b i t  o f f  ou r  w i n d o w s i l l ,  c runch i t  down t o  a  b a l l  
and toss  i t  t o  Seth. She f i n d s  n o t h i n g  more en joyab le  
t han  t o  punch and n i b b l e  a  p i e c e  o f f ,  c u f f  i t  and jump 
on  i t, u n t i l  n o t h i n g  i s  l e f t  b u t  a  m o i s t  a rea where 
once e x i s t e d  a  j u n i o r  s i z e  snowbal l .  

Our domest ic ca t ,  Ezek ia l  (Zeke) l o o k s  on a t  t hese  
she"-qigans w i t h  a  degree o f  c i r cumspec t i on  and I o f t e n  

p u t  human thoughts  i n t o  h i s  mind as he watches 
h e L - e n d  energy; such as: 'you s i l l y  l i t t l e  t h i n g .  
don JU know t h a t  snow i s  COLD and worse s t i l l  i t ' s  
MET: Well. i f  t h i s  i s  what Zeke was t h i n k i n g  and Se th  
c o u l d  understand, she'd p robab l y  rep1y:'So what you b i g ,  
l a z y  t h i n g ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  wet s p o r t  I have had s i n c e  
S tu  took  away the  l i t t e r  t r a y  wh ich  used t o  be f i l l e d  
w i t h  water  . Ah. yes, those were t h e  days - when ex- 
crement was tossed f rom t h e  t r a y  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  f l o o r "  
Me decided i t  would be bes t  i f  Seth l ea rned  t o  use l i t t e r .  
She d i d .  

Seth doesn ' t  l i k e  people.  I d o n ' t  expec t  I would 
e i t h e r ,  be ing Jungle-born.  We've en joyed he r  f o r  more 
than seven years.  b u t  U s  obv ious t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
two months o f  he r  l i f e .  en rou te  f rom Tha i land,  she was 
f i e r c e l y  abused. Thus, she o n l y  responds t o  my w i f e ,  
S u l i e ,  and myse l f .  Yet, where food i s  i n v o l v e d  she 
has shown a  r e a l  sense o f  sportsmanship o r  compromise. 
Whenever we t r a v e l ,  o u r  ne ighbors  t ake  c a r e  o f  o u r  c a t s .  
They l i v e  across  t h e  h a l l  f rom us and a r e  ove r  q u i t e  
o f t e n .  We have heard many amusing ' s t o r i e s  f r o *  them 
about  how f r i e n d l y  ( ? )  Seth i s  when we a r e  away. She 
d l 1  f o l l o w  them about. l i k e s  t o  tease t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
by n i p p i n g  t h e i r  toes .  O f  course I migh t  men t i on  Seth  
g e t s  more t r e a t s  w h i l e  we a r e  away, so 1  t h i n k  t h i s  a  
case o f  one s l i c k  c a t  who knows what i t  takes  t o  g e t  
what she wants and where a  f eed ing  hand comes from. 

As I am sure  you know, t h e  a n t i c s  o f  Leopard c a t s ,  
I won't  r e l a t e  what you a l r e a d y  know, except  t h a t  i n -  
d l c a t i v e  o f  he r  spo r t ,  we have gone th rough  14 te lephone 
co rds  - on a  wall-mounted e x t e n t i o n ,  a  f u l l  6 f e e t  above 
t h e  f l o o r !  I l l i n o i s  B e l l  Telephone Company i s  becoming 
4  l i t t l e  c u r i o u s  as t o  why we have averaged b e t t e r  t han  
two co rds  a  year .  Excuses l i k e :  we have a  c h i l d  t e e t h i n g ,  
b u r  c a t  thought  i t  was a  snake, o r  t h e  r u b b e r i z e d  sheath-  
I n g  j u s t  seems t o  break a11 t h e  t i m e  a r e  beg inn ing  t o  
wear a  l i t t l e  t h i n  w i t h  them..... .. 

r e c e n t l y  moved from an apartment t o  o u r  f i r s t  
t h  an e f f e c t i v e  area o f  about 3-4 t imes o f ' o u r  +% h d e s  was n o t  o n l y  a  ma jo r  change f o r  us, b u t  

4bso.  .sly t raumat i c  s h i f t  o f  environment f o r  Seth. 
- 

r e a l i z e  t h a t  Seth, as w e l l  as o u r  domest ic,  Zeke 
e re  i ndoo r  f e l i n e s .  E s p e c i a l l y  Seth, s i n c e  she has never  

I one o u t s i d e  except I n  a  c a r r i e r  o f  c a t e  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  
e t e r i n a r i a n  o r  from one o f  t h e  o t h e r  o f  t h e  succes l ve  

r t m a n t c  in w h ' l r h  wÃ h a w  r a e 4 A a f 4  

We had g rave  fo rebod ings  o f  psycho log i ca l  trauma t o  
Se th  and made a l l  s o r t s  o f  p repa ra t i ons  t o  a l l e v i a t e  o r  
a t  l e a s e  a m e l i o r a t e  t h e  shock o f  the  move. We p lanned 
on  keep ing Seth i n  he r  cage (which she no rma l l y  uses o n l y  
f o r  d f n i n g )  f o r  a  week p r i o r  t o  moving and t h e r e a f t e r  
keep ing  h e r  c o n f i n e d  u n t i l  she acc l imated t o  EACH and 
e v e r y  room i n  o u r  new house. We'd keep her  a w g r o m  
Zeke who j u s t  l oved  t o  i r r i t a t e  her when she was " f r eaked '  
anyway. Regardless o f  these p lans and p repa ra t i ons ,  and 
many o t h e r  t h i ngs ,  i t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  go t h a t  way. 

To b e g i n  w i t h ,  Seth doesn ' t  much en joy  conf inement. .  
no c a t  does. .espec ia l ly  a  j u n g l e  born!  So t h e  i dea  of  
c o n f l n f n g  h e r  f o r  a  week p r i o r  t o  moving never g o t  o f f  
t h e  ground, even though my w i f e ,  S u l i e ,  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h a i  
was t h e  c o r r e c t  t h i n g  t o  do. I d i d n ' t  have t h e  h e a r t  t o  
cage her .  so t h a t  eve ry  day up t o  t he  day b e f o r e  we a c t -  
u a l l y  moved, Seth  was runn ing  around, o f t  t imes g e t t i n g  
i n t o  m i s c h i e f ,  w i t h  he r  c o h o r t  i n  cr ime, Zeke. 

F i n a l l y ,  she d i d  end up i n  her  cage. b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  
a c q u i r i n g  a  f e e l  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  something was d e f i n -  
a t e l y  up and t h a t  she wasn ' t  j u s t  sure  she l i k e d  what 
was coming down. Cats,  as you know, l i k e  a  f i x e d  e n v i r -  
onment. Change t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  j u s t  one p iece  o f  f u r n i -  
t u r e  and t h e y ' l l  know it. Seth, e s p e c i a l l y  so. W i th  
boxes and boxes o f  books ( f r o m  my law p r a c t i c e )  down on 
t h e  f l o o r  and n o t  up on t h e  she lves  where she c o u l d  s i t  
upon them--something j u s t  wasn ' t  r i g h t .  

A f t e r  we p laced  h e r  I n  h e r  cage ( r a t h e r  she p laced  
h e r s e l f  - she walked i n  t o  e a t  and we l ocked  t h e  door 
on h e r )  she pouted. And why n o t ?  If Zeke cou ld  be o u t ,  
roaming around, knock ing t h i n g s  over,  w e l l  then, why 
c o u l d n ' t  she? 

We moved. Seth  went by  cage i n  t h e  back sea t  o f  
o u r  ca r .  We p laced  h e r  i n  an u p s t a i r s  bedroom, (ou r  
house, known as an E n g l i s h  S p l i t ,  r e a l l y  has f o u r  l e v e l s  
o f  l i v i n g  space). She accepted t h i s  w i t h o u t  t o o  much 
exc i t emen t ,  much t o  o u r  s u r p r i s e .  And b e l i e v e  i t  o r  no t ,  
she ma in ta ined  o u r  r e s p e c t  and ongoing r e l i e f  when she 
m a i n t a i n e d  a  decorum w i t h o u t  a  doubt,  unexce l l ed  by any 
w i l d - b o r n  f e l i n e  i n  a  new enf i ronment .  

We k e p t  h e r  c o n f i n e d  f o r  about 2 o r  3  days, t h e n  
r e l e a s e d  her .  Immedfately,  Zeke went t o  work on h e r  - 
t e a s i n g  her ,  c a j o l i n g  h e r  and a l l  b u t  s c a r i n g  t h e  w i t s  
o u t  o f  h e r  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where she would n o t  come o u t  o f  
t h a t  one bedroom - a t  l e a s t  f o r  30 minutes  o r  so. As 
soon as we s e t t l e d  ou rse l ves  i n t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t  o f  
t h e  house, she began he r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  And t h e  v e r y  
f i r s t ,  and by no means m ino r  exper ience, which she had 
t o  dea l  w i t h  was the  STAIRS. 

The s t a i r s .  What were s t a i r s ?  We'd never had s t a i r s  
b e f o r e .  Tha i l and  ( f r om where she h a i l s )  had no s t a i r s .  
WHAT ARE STAIRS? I guess i n  a  cho ice  between go ing  up o r  
g o i n g  down a  c a t  i s  go ing  t o  go up, rega rd less  o f  whethei 
t h e  c a t  has any Idea o f  how t o  g e t  down. She went up. 
Obv ious l y ,  she n e g o t i a t e d  t h a t  se t ,  because a  l i t t l e  
l a t e r  t h a t  even ing we found her  i n  t h e  master bedroom 
wh ich  i s  a t  t h e  f a r  t o p  o f  t h e  house. 

Coming down was ano the r  ma t te r .  ............................................ 

S ince  t h i s  i s  r u n n i n g  t o  excesses. I can c o n t i n u e  
t h i s  a t  a  l a t e r  date .  I hope t h a t  I have n o t  bored you 
w i t h  d e t a i l .  But  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  animal,  eve ry  
movement, eve ry  b rea th ,  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  shudder, t w i t c h  
o r  f l i c k  e l i c i t s  a  response. I can do no l e s s  when I 
w r i t e  o f  her.  

FURS SHOULD BE WORN ON 
NES THEY WERE 



Hazards of Being 
a Lion 

From Santa Cruz County,  C a l i f o r n i a  comes t h e  sad  
news t h a t  Caesar t h e  l i o n  i n  dead. S u j e c t  o f  a  r e c e n t  
c o u r t  case  i n  w h i c h  a  n e i g h b o r  f i l e d  a  c o m p l a i n t  a b o u t  
him, C a e s a r ' s  owners. R i c k  & Sandy Rob inson ,  d e c i d e d  
t h a t  t h e  o n l y  s o l u t i o n  was t o  p u t  t h e i r  f o u r  y e a r  o l d  
p e t  t o  s l e e p .  

The n e i g h b o r s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e y  were  made n e r v o u s  
by h a v i n g  t h e  l i o n  so c l o s e  and t h a t  he  s m e l l e d  and  
r o a r e d !  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  Judge,  H a r r y  B r a u e r ,  i n  h i s  
i n f i n i t e  wisdom, o r d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  l i o n  was a  p u b l i c  
n u i s a n c e  and mus t  be removed, even  t h o u g h  h e  r e s i d e d  
i n  a  f o r t r e s s - l i k e  cage under  a  v a l i d  p e r m i t .  B r a u e r  
c a l l e d  t h e  n e i g h b o r s  f e a r s  l e g i t i m a t e  because,  " t h e  
f e a r  o f  l i o n s  goes back t o  p r e h i s t o r i c  t i m e s  . Sounds 
l i k e  a  r e a l l y  b r i g h t  guy,  d o e s n ' t  he? 

C a e s a r ' s  owners r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  
l e g a l  b a t t l e  appeared  f u t i l e  as w e l l  a s  c o s t l y  and  
surmised  t h a t  he c o u l d n ' t  s u r v i v e  w i t h  o t h e r  owners ,  
t h u s  t h e i r  sad d e c i s i o n .  

And. f r o m  Macedon N . Y  .. . .James F l o r a  hand r a i s e d  
Keenja,  h i s  2 y e a r  o l d ,  dec lawed l i o n e s s  f r o m  a  cub .  
When Keen ja  escaped r e c e n t l y ,  h e r  owner s a i d ,  "We 
d i d n ' t  know what  she wou ld  do"  and s i n c e  t h e  c a t  posed  
a  t h r e a t  t o  n e i g h b o r s .  F l o r a  used  a  12-guage s h o t g u n  
t o  f i r e  f o u r  d e e r  s l u g s  i n t o  t h e  c a t .  She was f o u n d  
dead a b o u t  a  m i l e  f rom t h e  scene o f  t h e  s h o o t i n g  

Penny Andrews, repr inted from 
Exotics Unlimited Newsletter 

Th is  poem i s  a b o u t  "MEKO" a  l e o p a r d  c a t  who s h a r e s  h i s  
l i f e  w i t h  t h r e e  humans and s i x  d o m e s t i c s .  R e p r i n t e d  
f rom E x o t i c s  U n l i m f t e d  N e w s l e t t e r .  

T h e r e ' s  my t i n y  s p o t t e d  f e l l a  I see, 
w i t h  huge brown eyes j u s t  s t a r i n g  a t  me 

He's g o t  b i g  f u z z y  paws and  a  f u n n y  p i n k  nose, 
and ALL o f  t h o s e  s p o t s ,  gosh  j u s t  c a n t  g e t  o v e r  t h o s e .  

He's  so b o l d  and b r a v e  and f o r e v e r  makes u s  l a u g h .  
W e ' l l  end up w a t c h i n g  h i m  t i 1  o u r  s i d e s  s p l i t  i n  h a l f .  

As a  new member o f  LIOC, and r e a d i n g  t h a t  y o u  needed 
m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r ,  I t h o u g h t  I ' d  S e t  down some 
o f  my t h o u g h t s  on  c a t s .  

Ca ts  have i n t r i g u e d  me f r o m  c h i l d h o o d .  I remember 
r e a d i n g  w i t h  awe and some sadness a b o u t  t h e  a n c i e n t  
E g y p t i a n s  mummify ing t h e i r  c a t s  and b u r y i n g  them w i t h  
l i t t l e  s a u c e r s  o f  m i l k .  And I have o f t e n  t h o u g h t  s i n c e  
how sad  t h o s e  a n c i e n t  p e o p l e  wou ld  be t o  see how c a t s ,  
b o t h  w i l d  and tame, have been t r e a t e d  i n  modern t i m e s .  

As a  v e t e r i n a r y  a s s i s t a n t ,  I have had b o t h  sad  and 
w o n d e r f u l  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  domest i c  c a t s .  We have  s i x  
h o u s e c a t s  a t  t h e  moment and f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  I have  been 
h e l p i n g  s t r a y s  and t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  good homes f o r  them. 

I have been a  zoo n u r s e r y  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  t h r e e  and 
a  h a l f  y e a r s ,  and have h e l p e d  r a i s e  baby l i o n s ,  c o u g a r s ,  
s e r v a l s ,  g o l d e n  c a t s  and S i b e r i a n  t i g e r s .  I have  a  "nod-  
d i n g  a c q u a i n t a n c e "  w i t h  most  o f  t h e  zoos a d u l t  c a t s .  

S e v e r a l  o f  us v o l u n t e e r s  have been on " s e r v a l  w a t c h "  
r e c e n t l y ,  making n o t e s  on t h e  b e h a v i o u r  o f  f o u r  s e r v a l  
k i t t e n s  b o r n  here .  I n  h o t  sun o r  p o u r i n g  r a i n ,  we a r e  
happy t o  s t a n d  f o r  s e v e r a l  hours ,  w a t c h i n g  t h e s e  b e a u t i -  
f u l  b a b i e s .  

L i o n  cubs a r e  so a d o r a b l e ,  cougar  k i t t e n s  s o  b e a u t i -  
f u l ,  and t h e  fema le  g o l d e n  c a t  t h e  mos t  gorgeous  a n i m a l .  
I t s  h a r d  t o  choose a  f a v o r i t e .  B u t  o u r  S i b e r i a n  t i g e r  
cub  c o m p l e t e l y  s t o l e  o u r  h e a r t s  w i t h  h i s  sweet  ways, we 
a l l  c r i e d  a  l i t t l e  t h e  day he l e f t .  

I d o n ' t  own an  e x o t i c ,  b u t  t a k e  g r e a t  j o y  i n  h e l p i n g  
w i t h  t h e  zoo c a t s ,  s e e i n g  t h e  f e l i n e  o f  t h e  Oregon Educa- 
t i o n a l  E x o t i c  F e l i n e  C l u b ,  one o f  t h e i r  members r e c e n t l y  
a c q u i r e d  a  c l o u d e d  l e o p a r d !  A l s o  had a  r e c e n t  memorable 
v i s i t  t o  t h e  Cougar M o u n t a i n  B r e e d i n g  Compound t o  see 
a l l  t h e  gorgeous-  w e l l - c a r e d  f o r  c a t s  o f  T e r r y  & S h e l l e y  
S t a r n s .  

I ' m  a  c o m p o l s i v e  w r i t e r ,  have w r i t t e n  a b o u t  24 c a t  
a r t i c l e s ,  soon t o  be p u b l i s h e d  i n  a  b o o k l e t  w i t h  p r o c e e d s  
g o i n g  t o  t h e  F e l i n e  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Morn 's  An ima l  Founda- 
t i o n .  P l u s  l e t t e r s  t o  e d i t o r s  and congressmen u r g i n g  
b e t t e r  w i l d l i f e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  
t h e  w o r l d ' s  endangered c a t s .  

I r e a d  e v e r y  c a t  book and magazine I c a n  g e t  my hand' 
on  and have numerous p h o t o  albums o f  f e l i n e s  o f  a11 s p e c i i  
My i d e a  o f  v a c a t i o n  i s  v i i s t i n g  zoos and w i l d l i f e  p a r k s .  
I s h u d d e r  t o  t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  a c t u a l l y  p e o p l e  who t a k e  
p l e a s u r e  i n  s h o o t i n g  w i l d  f e l i n e s  and t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  a n y  
c r e a t u r e  i n  a  s t e e l  t r a p  o r  c o a t  made o f  a  w i l d  t h i n g ' s  
f u r  i s  beyond my comprehens ion .  

H e ' l l  jump on  t o p  t h e  t a b l e ,  t h e n  l e a p  t o  t h e  back o f  
t h e  c o u c h  

J u s t  w a i t i n g  t h e r e  i n  s i l e n c e .  Oh my, h e ' s  s t a r t i n g  t o  
c rouch .  

. i p ,  j u s t  a s  I suspec ted ,  h e ' s  found a  k i t t y  t o  jump on.. . 
Growl ,  h i s s ,  s n a r l  i z i p  ... Down t h e  h a l l ,  and h e ' s  gone. 

He's  j u s t  p l a y i n g  a  game o f  t a g  and r e m i n d i n g  t h e  r e s t  
who's k i n g .  

T h i n k i n g  o f  h i s  c u t e  and o r n e r y  ways, I ' d  n e v e r  t r a d e  h i m  
f o r  a  t h i n g .  

- A _  

T h e r e  a r e  many p e o p l e  who d o n ' t  know o f  LIOC and  
b e l i e v e  i t s  a  c l u b  f o r  r i c h  f o l k s  who want  e x o t i c s  a s  a  
s t a t u s  symbo l .  More p e o p l e  s h o u l d  be made aware  o f  y o u r  
e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  e x o t i c s .  A l l  zoos, w l l d -  
l i f e  p a r k s  and c l u b s  such as LIOC s h o u l d  work  t o g e t h e r  
o r  b e f o r e  we know i t  many b e a u t i f u l  f e l i n e s  w i l l  be l o s t  
t o  u s  f o r e v e r  

Jean  M. M o r t o n  
7 7 5  I S t .  
Washoregal  , Wa 98671 



b y  h c . d l  Mar ie  Fahrenholz 

When I f i r s t  saw Penny i n  t h e  zoo, she was l y i n g  
r o l l e d  i n  a  b a l l  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  a  g l a s s  cage t h a t  
l ooked  much l i k e  a  f i s h  tank .  h e r  f u r  a l l  covered w i t h  
sawdust. Her body l ooked  so t i n y  t h a t  i t  was hard t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  she was a  margay, b u t  f rom h e r  markings 
I t had t o  be so. 

C o n t r a r y  t o  what I b e l i e v e  i n ,  I knocked a t  t h e  
g l a s s  t o  make he r  wakeup and l o o k  a t  me. S low ly  h e r  head 
energed f rom under  h e r  r i g h t  f r o n t  paw and b i g  b l a c k  eyes 
l ooked  a t ,  o r  r a t h e r  t h rough  me. The s i g h t  o f  h e r  l i t t l e  
f ace  gave me q u i t e  a  shock. A p a r t  f rom t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
h e r  ears  were a l l  s lashed f rom many f i g h t s  w i t h  he r  cage- 
mates (she had s u r v i v e d  f o u r  males i n  t h a t  cage) she l o o k -  
ed e x a c t l y  l i k e  my f a v o r i t e  margay Ocel .  a  v e r y  b i g  w i l d  
b o r n  male. A l t hough  i t  was much sma l l e r ,  he r  f ace  had 
t h e  same shape and exp ress ion  as Ocel 's.  t h e  c o l o r  o f  he r  
f u r  was t h e  same and h e r  body shape and markings, though 
s m a l l e r  were a lmost  i d e n t i c a l .  Seeing t h i s  unhappy, t i .ny 
bund le  o f  f u r  t h a t  l ooked  so much l i k e  my con ten ted  and 
pampered p e t  was a lmost  more t h a n  I c o u l d  bear ,  b u t  no 
way was t h e  zoo go ing  t o  g i v e  he r  up. 

1 
I t  took me a lmost  one and a  h a l f  years  t o  g e t  Penny 

o u t  o f  t he re ,  a  t ime  d u r i n g  wh ich I had t r i e d  e v e r y t h i n g  
f rom o f f e r i n g  a  r i d i c u l o u s l y  h i g h  sum f o r  he r  t o  t h r e a t -  
en ing  t o  p u t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  under wh ich  she was kep t  i n  
t h e  l o c a l  papers.  F i n a l l y  my day of  v i c t o r y  a r r i v e d  and 
I went t o  c o l l e c t  her .  When I had p a i d  f o r  he r  a t  t h e  
o f f i c e  I asked t o  be a l l owed  t o  p u t  he r  i n  t h e  t r a v e l l i n g  
cage myse l f .  I had some f r e s h  g rass  w i t h  me and knowing 
t h a t  she had never rece i ved  grass  i n  t h e  zoo I was su re  
she would f o l l o w  i t  wherever I p u t  i t ,  b u t  I wasn' t  

? i v e n  t h e  chance. When I came downs ta i r s  t o  t h e  cages, 
enny was a l r e a d y  hanging i n  t h e  keeper 's  n e t  ready t o  

be pushed i n t o  t h e  t r a v i l i n g  cage. The keeper watched me 
i n d  the  grass ,  g r i n n i n g  and murmured something l i k e  t h i s  
k i n g  a  c a t  and n o t  a  cow. I d i d n ' t  r e p l y  a n y t h i n g  b u t  
mf fered the  g rass  t o  Penny who was s i t t i n g  q u i e t l y  I n  
the  c a r r i e r .  She grabbed t h e  grass  w i t h  such greed t h a t  
bhe a lmost  r i p p e d  t h e  s k i n  o f f  my hand - she f i n i s h e d  
Every b i t  o f  t h e  grass.  I l e f t  w i t h o u t  even l o o k i n g  a t  
the keeper 's dumb-struck face.  

I had covered t h e  c a r r i e r  w i t h  a  towel  i n  o r d e r  t o  
keep f r i g h t e n i n g  s i g h t s  from Penny and p laced  h e r  n e x t  
to me i n  t h e  seat .  A f t e r  d r i v i n g  a  w h i l e ,  I stopped 
ltd ben t  down t o  Penny, l i f t i n g  t h e  towel  t o  reassu re  
IT, b u t  Penny needed no reassurance. She was l y i n g  
o m f o r t a b l y  on t h e  cush ion w i t h  f r o n t  paws n e a t l y  f o l d e d  
iÃ§ looked a t  me w i t h o u t  fear .  From what I had been t o l d ,  
it t he  zoo I was more than su rp r i sed .  The d i r e c t o r  assu r -  
l4 me t h a t  she was shy and unhand lab le ,  even v i c i o u s  a t  
: toes and t h a t  he would n o t  f ee l  l i a b l e  f o r  any i n j u r i e s  
.to ,t do t o  me s i n c e  he had warned me. G e n t l y  I p u t  

r i n  t he  c a r r i e r  f o r  Penny t o  s n i f f .  She p o l i t e -  : d - i t  w i t h  he r  a l l  b l a c k  nose ( a l s o  t h e  same as 
><* I '  .nd con t i nued  t o  watch me a t t e n t i v e l y .  I removed 
ift* towel  and Penny's I n t e r e s t e d  g lance  wandered f rom 
;he window t o  my face  and v i c e  versa t h e  whole d r i v e  home. 
! was ever so anx ious t o  g e t  home and open t h e  c a r r i e r  

When we a r r i v e d  Penny immedia te ly  came o u t  o f  t h e  
c a r r i e r  s n i f f i n g  t he  c a r p e t  c a r e f u l l y ,  which must have 
borne t h e  smel l  o f  a lmost a l l  o f  my 14 e x o t i c s  who a l l ,  
a t  t imes,  a r e  i n  t h a t  room when they roam the  house. 
She exe rc i sed  he r  c laws on t h e  c a r p e t  and f l u n g  h e r s e l f  
on he r  s ide,  watch ing me w i t h  I n t e r e s t .  S low ly  I moved 
my hand and arm toward he r  t o  s t r o k e  her.  She immediately 
hung on my arm, a l l  f o u r  paws c l i n g i n g  t o  i t ,  b e f o r e  I 
even had a  chance t o  touch her.  Then she s t a r t e d  b i t i n g ,  
b u t  oh so ve ry  gen t l y .  I l i f t e d  her  on my l a p  where she 
s tayed and I s  s t roked  he r  he r  w h i l e  she g e n t l y  n i b b l e d  
a t  my f i n g e r s .  

Was i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  person who had cared f o r  and 
f e d  t h i s  animal f o r  more than f i v e  year's had n o t  r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  Penny was comp le te l y  tame and t h a t  t h i s  zoo animal 
had p robab l y  s t a r t e d  i t s  l i f e  as a  p e t  and was more im- 
p r i n t e d  w i t h  man than many a l l  tame p e t s  I knew? Obvious- 
l y  i t  was p o s s i b l e .  

Ever s i n c e  Penny has o n l y  meant j o y  t o  us. She 
d e a r l y  l oved  he r  new l a r g e  and n a t u r a l  ou tdoo r  p l a c e  b u t  
as she was much t o o  smal l  t o  j o i n  any o f  my o t h e r  margays 
(she o n l y  weighs 6 pounds), and my o n c i l l a s  who a r e  more 
he r  s i z e  were more than u n f r i e n d l y  t o  her,  she had t o  
s t a y  on h e r  own. Du r i ng  tea  t ime  each day Penny was 
a l l owed  i n t o  t h e  house f o r  an hour o r  two and d u r i n g  t h i s  
t ime I in t roduced  her  t o  my most gen t l e ,  domest ic born,  
male o n c i l a ,  Gato. From t h a t  day they  have been p l a y i n g  
i n  t h e  house toge the r  w h i l e  we watch them. Gato was 
happy s ince  t h i s  prov ided him w i t h  an a d d i t i o n a l  coup le  
o f  hours f r e e  r u n  be fo re  he was a l l owed  t o  roam t h e  house 

. w i t h  h i s  f e l l o w  o n c i l l a s  i n  t h e  evening. 

Soon a f t e r  she a r r i v e d .  Penny came i n t o  heat.. She 
c a l l e d  f o r  me and d i d  n o t  ca re  f o r  any o f  my male margay: 
whom she c o u l d  see and smel l  th rough t h e  fence. Nor d i d  
she c a r e  f o r  Gato o n c i l l a .  She j u s t  wanted me. She 
would spend hours rubb ing and r o l l i n g  i n  my l a p .  She was 
most l o v i n g  and l oveab le  when she was i n  heat,  b u t  I 
f e l t  t h a t  she was i n  heat  t o o  o f ten .  When she showed 
s igns  o f  hea t  eve ry  week i n s t e a d  of  eve ry  s i x  weeks l i k e  
t h e  r e s t  o f  my g i r l s ,  I knew something t o  be wrong. Every-  
t ime she was I n  heat  t h e r e  was a l s o  a  l o t  o f  d i scha rge  and 
when I f i r s t  n o t i c e d  t h e  d i scha rge  when she was n o t  i n  
season, I knew he r  r e a l  t r o u b l e s  had s t a r t e d .  I went t o  
t he  v e t  w i t h  her ,  where she behaved b e a u t i f u l l y .  and he 
decided t h a t  she would have t o  be spayed as soon as she 
was o u t  o f  season. A f t e r  t h e  ope ra t i on  I was t o l d  t h a t  
her  o v a r i e s  were c y s t i c  and t h a t  she had j u s t  been about  
t o  develope an i n f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  u terus .  

Penny recovered r a p i d l y  and soon c o u l d  en joy  h e r  
outdoor  p l a c e  aga in .  A l though I missed he r  a f f e c t i o n a t e  
ways when i n  heat ,  she s t i l l  remained t h e  l o v i n g  c a t  she 
was be fo re .  I soon t r i e d  t o  p u t  a  c o l l a r  around h e r  neck 
which she accepted as i f  she had never been w i t h o u t  one. 
b u t  when I t r i e d  t o  walk he r  i n  t he  garden she g o t  t e r r i -  
b l y  f r i g h t e n e d  by the enormi ty  o f  t he  space and would 
h ide  under me. I then had t h e  Idea t o  t ake  he r  c a r r i e r  
which she used t o  s leep i n ,  o u t  i n t o  t h e  garden and w i t h  
her  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  c a r r i e r  w i t h  t h e  door open I walked 
around w i t h  Penny watching t h e  scenary. I t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  
l ong  b e f o r e  she ventured o u t  and walked a  few s teps  on 
t h e  l e a s h  - always r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  c a r r i e r  q u i c k l y  when 
she f e l t  i nsecu re .  A f t e r  t h r e e  weeks we d i d  n o t  need 
the  c a r r i e r  anymore and Penny was go ing on walks  l i k e  
Ocel o r  any o f  my o t h e r  l eash  t r a i n e d  cats .  

I found t h a t  Pen* l oved  t h e  c a r  and she soon 
j o i n e d  me and rode w i t h  me when I drove t h e  few m i l e s  
eve ry  day t o  N i c k e l ,  a  margay rescue, whom I had taken 
i n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I rece i ved  Penny, and whom I c o u l d  n o t  
house anymore due t o  l ack  o f  space. He was boa rd ing  i n  
a  b e a u t i f u l  indoor /outdoor  f a c i l i t y  o f  a  f r i e n d  who 
had l o s t  t h e i r  o c e l o t .  

I am more than happy, and I t h i n k  Penny I s  too,  t h a t  
I have f i n a l l y  succeeded i n  g e t t i n g  her.  I was more than  
upset  when I v i s i t e d  t h a t  same zoo aga in  and saw a  p a i r  
of  young g e o f f r o y  c a t s  cudd led up i n  Penny's fo rmer  cage. 



M e e t i n g  

The f a l l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  SW b r a n c h  was h e l d  i n  t h e  
home o f  o u r  P r e s i d e n t .  Rebecca Morgan i n  D a l l a s .  Texas.  

The m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  b y  Rebecca w i t h  t h e  
f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  b e i n g  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
C o n v e n t i o n .  Dr .  Roger Harmon and S h i r l e y  T r e a n o r  a l t e r -  
n a t e d  i n  b r i n g i n g  u s  up t o  d a t e  on  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  a c t i v i -  
t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  new l a w s  on  c a p t i v e  b o r n  endangered  s p e c i e s .  
E l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  were d i s c u s s e d  as two  members o f  
SW, Elmer Morgan and S h i r l e y  T r e a n o r  a r e  r u n n i n g  f o r  Term 
D i r e c t o r s ,  w i t h  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  how t o  p r o p e r l y  f i l l  o u t  
t h e  b a l l o t s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  y o u r  v o t e  w i l l  be c o u n t e d .  

New b u s i n e s s  was b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  g r o u p .  T h i s  was 
r a i s i n g  f u n d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a l e  o f  an  o r i g i n a l  a r t i s t s  

( incep t ion  o f  a  snow l e o p a r d .  The SW B r a n c h  p u r c h a s e d  
he p a i n t i n g  w i t h  f u n d s  r a i s e d  a t  t h e  Canton  s a l e s .  I t  - i i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e e d s  w o u l d  be d i v i d e d  be tween 

.he g e n e r a l  f u n d  and B i l l  E n g l e r ' s  f a m i l y .  A f t e r  much 
d i s c u s s i o n  i t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  way t o h a n d l e  i t  
would be t o  h o l d  a  r a f f l e  v i a  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r .  

Because t h e  b r a n c h  has  i n v e s t e d  so much i n  t h i s  
p a i n t i n g  i t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e  i n i t i a l  p u r c h a s e  
p r i c e  was c o v e r e d ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  w o u l d  be o f f e r - e d  t o  t h e  
h i g h e s t  b i d d e r  w i t h i n  o u r  b r a n c h  as s e v e r a l  have e x p r e s s -  
ed an i n t e r e s t  i n  i t .  The f u n d s  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  r a f f l e  
would t h e n  be r e t u r n e d .  

The n e x t  m e e t i n g  i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  s p r i n g  a t  t h e  
home o f  W a l t e r  & L o i s  M a r s h a l l  i n  A n g l e t o n .  

A t t e n d i n g  t h i s s  m e e t i n g  were :  Jan  I J e r r y  N e a l ,  
E l f r i e d e  V i c  k e r y ,  S t a c y  Goodner,  K e n t  Z i n k ,  Roger I 
Kay Harmon, Ann H e i n r i c h ,  E lmer  I Rebecca Morgan,  
John L i l e s .  H a r r i e t  Leake.  S h i r l e y  T r e a n o r .  K a r e n  
Anderson and B e v e r l y  M a r t i .  

U n t i l  t h e  s p r i n g  meet  
Happy T h a n k s g i v i n g ,  

M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s  and 
Happy New Year 

J a n  Nea l .  S e c r e t  

M e e t i n g  Re 

Mhat a  g a t h e r i n g  o f  t h e  c a t  c l a n  was t h e  November 
m e e t i n g  o f  o u r  F l o r i d a  g r o u p .  Hosed by F l o r i d a  C h a p t e r  
P r e s i d e n t  Danny T r e a n o r  w i t h  h i s  h o s t e s s  E l l e n  B a r t l e t t ,  
we were t r e a t e d  t o  an e x c e l l e n t  ba rbequed  c h i c k e n  ( a l a  
Danny) l u n c h  w i t h  a l l  t h e  u s u a l  s i d e  o r d e r s .  And t o  t o p  
i t  o f f ,  homemade i c e  cream. Danny 's  house i s  on  a  s m a l l  
l a k e  i n  O r l a n d o  and t h e  s e t t i n g  was d e l i g h t f u l .  H i s  two 
margays welcomed e v e r y o n e  f r o m  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s  and t h e i r  
b i g ,  brown eyes were n o t  t h e  o n l y  ones t h a t  g rew l a r q e  
upon s e e i n g  a  c l o u d e d  l e o p a r d  w a l k  i n  w i t h  h i s  m i s t r e s s ,  
June S h a t t o .  H i s  name i s  S i r  W i n s t o n ,  h e ' s  a b o u t  7 month!  
o l d  and he 's  a  c h a r m e r .  S t o l e  e v e r y o n e ' s  h e a r t  (and  J u n e '  
p o c k e t b o o k )  Then y o u r s  t r u l y  barged  i n  w i t h  t w o  1  month  
o l d  l e o p a r d  cubs  ( a n  A s i a n  I an A f r i c a n )  b o r n  a t  R o b e r t  
Baudy 's  F e l i n e  Compound t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  hand  r a i s e d .  And 
o u r  c l u b  t r e a s u r e r ,  Jean  H a t f i e l d  w i t h  h e r  b a b y  puma 
j o u r n e y e d  a l l  t h e  way f r o m  F t . L a u d e r d a l e .  We had  a  
s p e c i a l  g u e s t .  D r .  John  G a b l e r ,  a  s u r g e o n  a t  t h e  E u s t i s  
H o s p i t a l  who f o r m e r l y  owned h i s  own p r i v a t e  zoo I n  New 
York and now has r e p t i l e s ,  l e m u r s  and a  b i n t u r o n g ,  p l u s  
somestimes an e x o t i c  c a t .  and h i s  two  dobermans.  

Our 35 a t t e n d e e s  e n j o y e d  a  m a r v e l o u s  s l i d e  p r e s e n -  
t a t i o n  and t a l k  by Dave B u t c h e r ,  t h e  m a r i n e  mammal 
t r a i n e r  and b e h a v i o r i s t  f r o m  Sea Wor ld .  He was a s s i t e d  
by h i s  w i f e  L a u r i e .  I t  was a  f i n e  p r o g r a m  and  v e r y  
e d u c a t i o n a l .  Those a t t e n d i n g  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  above 
were:  C h a r l e s  Douglas;  B o n n i e  Had ley  and c h i l d r e n ;  L a u r a  
Cox; D e l o r e s  I Greg Murphy;  M i c h a e l  F o i s y ;  W.E. Zenon; 
Barbara  and Ward P r i c e f f o r m e r  members we h a v e n ' t  seen i n  
3 y e a r s )  S iggy  & S a l l y  N i e d ;  C a r o l y n  James and d a u g h t e r  
Cand i ;  G e r t r u d e  I A r t h u r  Freeman; Gwen Kemper and  
Mr. Dinwoodie;  R i t a  B r i c k w o o d ;  Mr.& Mrs.  S c o t  and  James 
U h e a t l y  w i t h  q u e s t  J i l l  T h i b e a u l t .  We m i s s e d  s e e i n g  o u r  
N a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t  Ken H a t f i e l d ,  who was i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  
N o r t h w e s t  on  b u s i n e s s .  

D o o r p r i z e s ,  d o n a t e d  b y  B e e j a y  o f  a  p e w t e r  l i o n ' s  
head key r i n g  and a  c h e e t a h  p o s t e r  were won b y  t h e  N i e d s  
and t h e  Freemans. Danny d o n a t e d  t h e  money c o l l e c t e d  f o r  
l u n c h  t o  t h e  c l u b ' s  t r e a s u r y  and we had a  d o l l a r - d r a w i n g  
where h a l f  o f  t h e  money went  o t  t h e  t r e a s u r y  and h a l f  
was won by S i g g y  N ied .  The f l o r i d a  w i l d l i f e  l a w  was 
b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s e d .  

A l l  i n  a l l ,  i t  was a  t remendous m e e t i n g  - h a t s  o f f  
t o  Mr. T r e a n o r !  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d  
BeeJay L e s t e r ,  S e c r e t a r y  



NIT-PECKING 

C o n s i d e r  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  two  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r o d u c e r s  a t t e m p t -  
i n g  t o  f i n d  more d o m e s t i c  o i l ,  w h i c h  t h e  c o u n t r y  b a d l y  
needs .  I t  c o s t  J .N.  Warren and A l l a n  K i n g ,  f o u n d e r s  o f  
Hous ton  based G o l d K i n g  P r o d u c t i o n  Company some $38,000 
b e f o r e  t h e y  were a b l e  t o  c o n v i n c e  a  f e d e r a l  agency  t h a t  
a  $300,000 w e l l  p l a n d  f o r  P o l k  Coun ty ,  Texas,  wou ld  n o t  
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  w o o d p e c k e r ' s  m a t i n g  season.  

HUNTING BANNED 

Uganda has  banned a l l  h u n t i n g  and t r a d i n g  i n  game 
t r o p h i e s  f o r  a  f i v e  y e a r  p e r i o d  i n  hopes o f  i n c r e a s i n g  
t h e i r  a n i m a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  - GREAT MOVE! 

K ILL  SCHEDULED 

The P e r u v i a n  government  p l a n s  t o  k i l l  u p  t o  10,000 
o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  60,000 r a r e  v i c u n a s  ( a  s m a l l  l l a m a - l i k e  
a n i m a l  p r i z e d  f o r  i t s  f u r )  T h i s  a c t i o n  i s  b e i n g  t a k e n  
because o f  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  v i c u n a s  a r e  t a k i n g  n e c e s s a r y  
f o r a q e  f rom d o m e s t i c  h e r d s  a t  t h e  Pampa G a l e r a s  Reserve .  
The s k i n s  and meat  wou ld  be s o l d  f o r  government  p r o f i t .  
What p u z z l e s  u s  i s  why a r e  d o m e s t i c  h e r d s  b e i n g  g i v e n  
p r i o r i t y  i n  a  " p r e s e r v e " ?  

SWF ART DEAD - > ? e t h e a r t .  a  g i a n t  c r o c o d i l e  w h i c h  l i v e d  i n  A u s t r a l -  
i a  , ?ad a t  t h e  age o f  300 a c c o r d i n g  t o  some e s t i m a t e s .  
S w e e t h e a r t  d i e d  d u r i n g  an  a t t e m p t  t o  move h e r  f r o m  a  l a g o o n  
where she l o v e d  t o  sneak up  o n  f i s h e r m e n  and a t t a c k  t h e i r  
o u t b o a r d  m o t o r s  t o  a  more i . s o l a t e d  a r e a .  

MONKEY BUSINESS % 
Want t o  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  o v e r  p o p u l a t i o n ?  

W e l l ,  i n  Durban,  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  monkey p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  
mushrooming and  as a  r e s u l t  h o a r d e s  o f  them p l a g u e  t h e  
c i t y ,  s t o r m i n g  o v e r  r o o f  t o p s ,  s t e a l i n g  f r u i t  f r o m  t r e e s  
i n  b a c k y a r d s  and even  r u n n i n g  o f f  w i t h  dog f o o d  s t i l l  i n  
pans.  The w o r s t ,  however,  came when s i x  monkeys t r i e d  t o  
k i d n a p  two  c h i l d r e n .  A  m o t h e r  h e a r d  h e r  t w o  young  boys  
sc reaming ,  came o u t  t o  see  two  monkeys p u l l i n g  h e r  sons 
by t h e  arms a c r o s s  t h e  p o r c h .  O n l y  a f t e r  a  s t i f f  chase  
d i d  t h e  a n i m a l s  abandon t h e  boys  - s a f e  6 unharmed. 

HO FUN AT ALL I N  KNOXVILLE 

I n  K n o x v i l l e ,  Tenn. a n i m a l s  w i t h  a  p e n c h a n t  f o r  a  
good t i m e  a r e  i n  f o r  a  f e w  r o u g h  days.  A new o r d i n a n a c e  
passed  by t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  keeps  a n i m a l s  f r o m  d r i n k i n g  
o r  smoking.  The new o r d i n a n c e  c a l l s  f o r  a  $50 f i n e  f o r  
anyone c o n v i c t e d  o f  " g i v i n g  o r  o f f e r i n g  t o b a c c o ,  a l c o h o l  
o r  o t h e r  known n o x i o u s  s u b s t a n c e  t o  a  b i r d  o r  a n i m a l  

NEWPET B I L L  

angressman B i a g g i  of  New Y o r k  has  i n t r o d u c e d  a  b i l l  
w h L  ? u l d  p r o h i b i t  F e d e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  r e n t a l  h o u s i n g  
pro.  , f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  o r  h a n d i c a p p e d  i f  t h e  p r o j e c t s  
do no. a l l o w  t e n a n t s  t o  own s t a n d a r d  "non-bo thersome"  p e t s .  
The l i s t  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  i n c l u d e  dogs,  c a t s ,  f i s h ,  b i r d s ,  
e t c .  T h e r e  has been no  p u b l i c i t y  y e t ,  b u t  a  c r y  i s  e x p e c t e d  
f r o m  r e n t e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n .  

THAT'S A NO-NU: 

F e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  c h a r g e d  Wash ing ton  D.C. p h y s i c i a n  
w i t h  K i l l i n g  a  Canada goose w i t h  h i s  g o l f  p u t t e r  May 3 r d  
a t  a  l o c a l  c o u n t r y  c l u b  a c c o r d i n g  t o  an  A s s o i c a t e d  P r e s s  
r e l e a s e .  

Sherman Thomas was c h a r g e d  i n  U.S. B i s t r i c t  c o u r t  
w i t h  k i l l i n g  a  goose d u r i n g  c l o s e d  season,  and w i t h  
i l l e g a l l y  p o s s e s s i n g  a  Canada goose.  

C l u b  members w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  " m u r d e r "  g i v e  two  v e r s i o n ,  
t h e  f i r s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  goose honked j u s t  as Thomas was p u t t  
i n g  on t h e  1 7 t h  g r e e n  c a u s i n g  h i m  t o  m i s s  h i s  p u t t  and 
a t t a c k  t h e  goose i n  a  r a g e .  

The o t h e r  v e r s i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  goose was i n j u r e d  when 
a c c i d e n t a l l y  h i t  by t h e  b a l l  as Thomas made h i s  a p p r o a c h  
s h o t .  Thomas t h e n  k i l l e d  t h e  i n j u r e d  b i r d  t o  p u t  i t  o u t  
o f  i t s  m i s e r y .  

F e d e r a l  l a w  p r o s c r i b e s  t h e  t y p e s  o f  weapons t h a t  c a n  
be used  t o  h u n t  geese. H u n t e r s  c a n  u s e  s h o t g u n s ,  bows and 
a r r o w s  o r  b i r d s  o f  p r e y  s u c h  a s  f a l c o n s  - G o l f  c l u b s  a r e  
f o r b i d d e n .  

RARE CRANES PROTECTED FROM SPILL 

Crude o i l  f r o m  t h e  M e x i c a n  w e l l  i s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  
r a r e  whooping c r a n e .  Crews began f i l l i n g  i n  a  gap  b e -  
tween two  i s l a n d s  t o  s t o p  t h e  o i l  f r o m  r e a c h i n g  t h e  
w i n t e r  n e s t i n g  g rounds  o f  t h e  r a r e  c r a n e s .  The pass  
i s  h a l f  a  m i l e  w i d e  a t  t h e  mouth,  b u t  n a r r o w s  t o  200 
f e e t  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  Aransas  bay ,  where t h e  c r a n e s  & 
o t h e r  w a t e r f o w l  spend t h e  w i n t e r .  

There  a r e  o n l y  126 o f  t h e  endangered  c r a n e s  l e f t  
i n  t h e  w o r l d  and t h e  l a r g e s t  f l o c k  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  74 a d u l t  
and 14 n3217 h a t c h e d  c h i c k s  i s  due t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  Arans  
as Pass W i l d l i f e  Refuge i n  m i d  O c t o b e r .  

B i o l o g i s t  Hans S t u a r t  o f  t h e  U.S. F i s h  6 W i l d l i f e  
S e r v i c e  s a i d  f l i g h t s  o v e r  t h e  s o i l e d  beaches have  r e v e a l -  
ed  v e r y  few dead b i r d s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  
r e p o r t .  " I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  were  v e r y  few b i r d s  a t  a l l  a l o n g  
t h e  o i l e d  a reas . "  he s a i d .  "We f o u n d  t h e  number o f  b i r d s  
decreased  r a p i d l y  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  amount  o f  o i l  o n  
t h e  beach."  S c i e n t i s t s  s p e c u l a t e  t h e  b i r d s  moved t o  t h e  
bay s i d e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d s  t o  a v o i d  t h e  o i l .  

PASTES 6 SLOWEST 

Can y o u  name t h e  f a s t e d  c r e a t u r e  o n  e a r t h ?  No, n o t  t h e  
chee tah ,  b u t  t h e  s p i n e t a i l e d  s w i f t ,  a  b i r d  t h a t  has  been 
c l o c k e d  a t  105 mph. And t h e  s l o w e s t ?  P r o b a b l y  t h e  g a r d e n  
s n a i l  w h i c h  can  average  a b o u t  150 f e e t  p e r  h o u r  - a b o u t  
t h e  same speed as some p e o p l e  we know. 

A  TOUGH ONE! 

I n  H a m i l t o n ,  O n t a r i o ,  Canada, Sam a  c a t ,  s t e p p e d  o n  t h e  
wrong w i r e  w h i l e  s t r o l l i n g  t h r o u g h  an  e l e c t r i c a l  sub-  
s t a t i o n .  Sam t r i g g e r e d  a  14,000 v o l t  f i r e w o r k s  d i s p l a y  
w h i c h  knocked  o u t  power i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  downtown s e c t i o n  
f o r  25 m i n u t e s .  And Sam? He s t a g g e r e d  home - w h i c h  i s  
t h e  r i t v ' i  r i e t n x i f i c a t i o n  c e n t e r  and  c u r l e d  u p  i n  h i s  



Believe it or Not Vitamins 
I have o f t e n  t h o u g h t  o f  w r i t i n g  a n  a r t i c l e  f o r  t h e  

b e w s l e t t e r  a b o u t  o u r  Sasha, who i s  c a p a b l e  o f  l e t t i n g  
r s e l f  o u t  o f  h e r  room. We h e a r  a  thump ing  o f  h e r  body 

j a i n s t  t h e  d o o r  as she  l e a p s  a t  t h e  doorknob ,  and  t h e n  
when she  has  i t  u n l a t c h e d ,  we h e a r  t h e  q u i e t  squeak as 
she r u n s  h e r  paw u n d e r  t h e  d o o r  and p u l l s  i t  t o  h e r .  I n -  
s t e a d  o f  d a r t i n g  o u t ,  she s i l e n t l y  c r e e p s  down t h e  h a l l  
and we see one l a r g e ,  r o u n d  eye  and one  r o u n d  e a r  peek-  
i n g  a t  us f r o m  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h e  d i n i n g  room. I f  we do  
n o t  y e l l  a t  h e r ,  t h e n  she  s t r u t s  o u t  w i t h  t a i l  e r e c t  
l i k e  a  s p o t t e d  f l a g p o l e .  

Then I t h o u g h t  t o  w r i t e  o f  M e i k o ,  who d i d  t h e  same, 
b u t  who f r o m  t h e  t i m e  she  was a  t i n y  k i t t e n  had  t h e  r u n  
o f  t h e  house  a l l  o f  t h e  t i m e  when I was home. To p r e -  
v e n t  h e r  escape ,  even my husband was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  knock 
a t  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g .  B e f o r e  he  w o u l d  e n t e r  
I w o u l d  scoop  t h e  k i t  up  and c a r r y  h e r  t o  t h e  d i n i n g r o o m  
o u t  o f  r e a c h  o f  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r .  Sudden ly ,  one day  when 
she h e a r d  someone on  t h e  f r o n t  s t e p s ,  she r a c e d  t o  t h e  
d i n i n g  room and s a t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  f l o o r  s t a r i n g  
a t  t h e  d o o r  e x p e c t a n t l y  and  f r o m  t h a t  day  f o r w a r d  g r e e t -  
ed a l l  company f r o m  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  d i n i n g r o o m  f l o o r .  
She was much s m a r t e r  t h a n  we t h o u g h t  and  we had  no  i d e a  
we were  t r a i n i n g  h e r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

O f  c o u r s e ,  I c o u l d  a l w a y s  t e l l  y o u  o f  l i t t l e  Tom 
Thumb who s l e p  w i t h  u s  a t  n i g h t  and  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  wou ld  
p l a y  keep-away w i t h  t h e  c l e a n  s o c k s  as my husband t r i e d  
t o  d r e s s  f o r  work .  On one p a r t i c u l a r  m o r n i n g ,  my husband 
was i n  a  d i s a g r e e a b l e  mood and  g r o w l e d  "Go away c a t !  I 
d o n ' t  have t i m e  f o r  y o u  t h i s  m o r n i n g .  As he l e f t  t h e  
room and  was c l o s i n g  t h e  d o o r ,  Tom Thumb r a c e d  o v e r  and 
h i t  t h e  d o o r  w i t h  a l l  f o u r ,  s lamming  t h e  d o o r  o n  my 
h u s b a n d ' s  r e a r ,  t h e n  w i t h  s u c h  a  s a t i s f i e d  l o o k  on h i s  
face ,  as t h o u g h  he were d u s t i n g  h i s  l i t t l e  paws w i t h  
p r i d e ,  he whee led  and came o v e r  t o  n u z z l e  me, p u r r i n g  
l o u d l y .  I n  d i s b e l i e f  we t r i e d  t h e  same sequence a g a i n  
and g o t  t h e  same r e s u l t s .  

Sounds j u s t  l i k e  a  margay,  o c e l o t  o r  maybe o n c i l l a ?  
L r h a p s ,  b u t  t h e  above t h r e e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  ALL L e o p a r d  
( :s. I m p o s s i b l e ? ? ?  N o t  a t  a l l ,  b u t  p o s s i b l e y  t h e  

. . t i c i p a t i o n  o f  y o u r  d i s b e l i e f  i s  why I and o t h e r  Leopard  
Cat  owners have  se ldom s u b m i t t e d  an a r t i c l e  a b o u t  o u r  
l i t t l e  s p o t t e d  companions.  

P a t  Q u i l l e n  

[> VITAMIN 6 

1  - n e c e s s a r  t o  g r o w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  
2 - Necessary  t o  norma l  c a l c i u m  m e t a b o l i s m  and e r y t h r o c y t e  

f o r m a t i o n  

:t Re1 i a b l e  Source  
C e r e a l  germ, b r e w e r ' s  y e a s t ,  eggs 

VITAMIN A  

1  - Promostes t i s s u e  f o r m a t i o n  
2 - I n c r e a s e s  b l o o d  p l a t e l e t s  
3 - Promotes g r o w t h  and f e e l i n g  o f  w e l l - b e i n g  
4 - Promotes a p p e t i t e  and d i g e s t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  . . 

young 
5 - E s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  e p i t h e l i a l  t i s s u e s  and 

i t s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  i n f e c t i o n ,  n o t a b l y  o f  eyes ,  t o n s i l s  
s i n u s e s ,  a i r  passages ,  l u n g s  and g a s t r o - i n t e s t i n a l  
t r a c t .  

Mos t  Re1 i a b l  e  s o u r c e s  

Whole m i l k ,  b u t t e r ,  cheese ,  egg y o l k ,  c o d  l i v e r  o i l ,  t h i n  
g r e e n  l e a f y  v e g a t a b l e s ,  y e l l o w  v e g a t a b l e s  ( i e ,  sweet  p o t -  
a t o e s ,  c o r n .  c a r r o t s )  f i s h  o i l s .  

VITAMIN B 

i n c r e a s e s  a p p e t i t e  
Promotes d i g e s t i o n  
Promotes g r o w t h  b y  s t i m u l a t i n g  m e t a b o l i c  p r o c e s s e s  
P r o t e c t s  body f r o m  c e r t a i n  n e r v e  and b r a i n  d i s e a s e  
I n c r e a s e s  q u a n t i t y  and i m p r o v e s  q u a l i t y  o f  m i l k  
d u r i n g  l a c t a t i o n .  M o t h e r s  who do  n o t  have  enough 
m i l k  a r e  u s u a l l y  d e f i c i e n t  i n  V i t a m i n  B  
S t i m u l a t e s  p a n c r e a t i c  s e c r e t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n s u l i n  
Necessary  t o  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h y r o i d  and  a d r e n a l  
g l a n d s  
Necessary  t o  norma l  f u n c t i o n  o f  a n t e r i o r  p i t u i t a r y  

Mos t  r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s  
Whole g r a i n  c e r e a l s  , raw f r u i t s ,  b u t t e r m i l k ,  egg 
y o l k ,  honey and y e a s t .  

VITAMIN C  

1  - E s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  e n d o t h e l i a l  t i s s u e s  
2 - Coopera tes  w i t h  8 i n  n u t r i t i o n  and t h y r o - a d r e n a l  

sys tem 
3 - E s s e n t i a l  t o  oxygen  m e t a b o l i s m  
4 - c o o p e r a t e s  w i t h  0 i n  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  c a l c i u m  m e t a -  

bo1 i s m  
5 - Promotes l e u c o c y t i c  and  p h a g o c y t i c  a c t i v i t y  

Most  Re1 i a b l e  Sources  
C i t r u s ,  raw f r u i t s ,  s p r o t e d  g r a i n s ,  l e a f y  v e g a t a b l e s  
u n p a s t e u r i z e d  m i l k ,  l i v e r ,  raw cabbage,  p o t a t o e s  

V i t a m i n  C  i s  n o t  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  body - a  f r e s h  s u p p l y  m u s t  
be  had e v e r y  day 

VITAMIN D 

V i t a m i n  D i s  t h e  o n l y  dangerous  v i t a m i n ,  c a u s i n g  a r t e r i o -  
s c l e r o s i s  i n  overdosage  and p r e m a t u r e  symptoms o f  s e n i l i t j  

1  - c o n t r o l s  c a l c i u m  e q u i l i b r i u m  and  r e g u l a t e s  m i n e r a l  
m e t a b o l i s m  

Mos t  R e l i a b l e  Sources  
Cod l i v e r  o i l  a n d  o t h e r  f i s h  o i l s ,  egg  y o l k ,  w h o l e  
m i l k .  s p i n a c h .  E x p o s u r e  o f  naked  s k i n  t o  s u n s h i n e  
o r  u l  t r a - v i o l e t  1  i g h t .  

VITAMIN E 

1  - Necessary  t o  r e p r o d u c t i o n .  b o t h  i n  m a l e  and f e m a l e  
2 - P r o b a b l y  c o n c e r n e d  i n  t h e  m e t a b o l i s m  o f  c a l c i u m .  

Most  Re1 i a b l e  Sources  
Whole g r a i n  c e r e a l s ,  m i l k .  l e t t u c e ,  w a t e r c r e s s  and 
raw f r u i t s  

VITAMIN F 

1  - Promotes g r o w t h  
2 - Concerned w i t h  c a l c i u m  m e t a b o l i s m .  Reduces serum 

c a l c i u m ,  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  D i f  p r e s e n t  b u t  a g g r a v a t e s  
r i c k e t s  i f  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  D i s  d e f i c i e n t  

3 - A i d  i n  anemic c o n d i t i o n s  o f  d e f i c i e n c y  o r i g i n  
4 - Improves  s k i n  c o l o r  and  c i r c u l a t i o n  

6 



QUIZ 
! 

Re, . i ted f rom " F e l i n e  Behav io r "  by Dr. Benjamin H a r t  
and pub l i shed  i n  F e l i n e  P r a c t i c e  

QUESTIONS - TRUE OR FALSE? 

1. Because c a t s  a re  b a s i c a l l y  a s o c i a l  and do n o t  
form dominance-subord inat ion  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  as r e a d i l y  
as more s o c i a l  an imals  such as dogs, h i t t i n g  a  c a t  i s  
n o t  as l i k e l y  t o  r e s u l t  i n  obedience and submissive 
behav ior .  

2. Because o f  a  c a t ' s  n a t u r a l  s o c i a l  tendenc ies ,  pun- 
ishment has no p l a c e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  f e l i n e  m isbehav io r  
problems. 

3. T r a i n i n g  c a t s  w i t h  t h e  use o f  rewards i s  g e n e r a l l y  
use less .  

4. S ince g e t t i n g  c a t s  t o  e a t  can sometimes be a  p rob -  
lem, we can make use o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a p p e t i t e  can 
sometimes be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i nc reased  by p r o v i d i n g  t h e  
c a t s  w i t h  i nc reased  f e e d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and a  g r e a t e r  
d i e t  v a r i e t y  between meals. 

5. Spaying female c a t s  and c a s t r a t i n g  males tend t o  
make them more l i k e l y  t o  g a i n  we ight .  

ANSWERS 
1. TRUE - I n  dogs, p h y s i c a l  and v e r b a l  punishment o r  
t h e  t h r e a t  o f  punishment, i s  o f t e n  an e f f e c t i v e  t r a i n i n g  
procedure and r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  dominance-subord inat ion  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between person and animal.  Wi th  c a t s ,  such 
pu "ient i s  a lmost  always i n e f f e c t i v e  because i t  

l y  ev0kes.a tendency f o r  t h e  c a t  t o  f i g h t  back o r  
r a t h e r  t han  conform t o  t h e  wishes o f  t h e  person 
I n g  t h e  punishment. I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  use less  

, s h  a  c a t  seve ra l  hou rs  a f t e r  t h e  a c t  o f  a i s b e -  
hav io r .  

2. FALSE - I f  used f o r  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  problems and 
u t i l i z e d  I n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  manner, punishment can be 
an e f f e c t i v e  way i n  wh ich  t o  a l t e r  behav ior .  Punishment 
i s  n o t  a  c r u e l ,  human i n v e n t e d  process, b u t  i s  something 
t o  which a l l  an imals  a r e  accustomed. A d u l t  ca t s ,  f o r  
example, r e c e i v e  p a i n f u l  s t i m u l a t i o n  f rom o t h e r  c a t s ,  
t r e e  branches, bushes and sw ing ing  doors. The c a t  r e s -  
ponds by chang ing I t s  behav io r  so as t o  a v o i d  t h e  l i k l i -  
hood o f  b e i n g  punished again.  The s e c r e t  t o  e f f e c t i v e  
use o f  punishment i s  t o  mimic a  n a t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n .  The 
behav io ra l  a c t  t o  be pun ished shou ld  be s p e c i f i c  such as 
go ing a f t e r  t h e  canary,  e a t i n g  a  house p l a n t  o r  jumpimg 
on a  t ab le .  The punishment shou ld  be d e l i v e r e d  i n  a  
manner which d i s s o c i a t e s  t h e  p a i n f u l  s t i m u l u s  f rom t h e  
person d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  punishment so t h a t  a  connec t i on  
i s  made between t h e  punishment and t h e  o b j e c t  t o  wh ich  
t h e  behav io r  i s  d i r e c t e d .  Examples o f  pun fsh ing  tech -  
n iques  can be d i s s o c i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  person d e l i v e r i n g  
t h e  punishment a r e  t h e  use o f  a  spray,  d ropp ing  a  bag 
o f  t i n  cans f rom a hood o r  u s i n g  an e l e c t r i c  fence 
charger .  

3.  FALSE - Cats a r e  as i n t e l l i g e n t  as o t h e r  c a r n i v o r e s  
such as dogs and a r e  capab le  o f  l e a r n i n g  some r a t h e r  
complex tasks .  L i k e  people,  c a t s  a r e  p robab l y  l e a r n i n g  
new responses eve ry  day i n  o r d e r  t o  manage i n  a  chang ing 
environment. 

4. TRUE - Recent work has shown t h a t  when c a t s  a r e  f e d  
e x c l u s i v e l y  on a  s i n g l e  food,  even t h o  n u t r i t i o n a l l y  
balance, t h e  an imals  may deve lop a  t r a n s i e n t  depress ion 
o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  food and w i l l  t e n d  t o  
re * '  16 t o  a  nove l  d i e t .  T h i s  r e c e n t  work c o n t r i d i c t s  

t l d e r  concept  t h a t  c a t s  w i l l  be r e s t r i c t e d  i n  t h e  
foSi^_^.hey t a k e  as a d u l t s  I f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  exposed t o  a 
v a r i  o f  f oods  as a  k i t t e n .  When g i v e n  f r e e  access 
t o  i . p l e t e  c a t  food. i t  has been observed t h a t  c a t s  
make many as a  dozen o r  more v i s l t s  t o t h e  food  d i s h  
th roughout  a  24 hour  pe r i od .  Domestic c a t s  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  
f r equen t  f eede rs  t a k i n g  sma l l  meals. T h i s  i s  what one 
would expect f r om t h e  ances to r  o f  t h e  domest ic c a t  which 

was a  smal l  N o r t h  A f r i c a n  c a t  t h a t  p reyed upon sma l l  
rodents ,  b i r d s  and i n s e c t s .  Con t ra ry  t o  o u r  over-romani 
i c i z e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  domest ic f e l i n e  behav ior ,  t h e  

house  c a t  i s  n o t  a  m i n i a t u r e  l i o n  o r  t i g e r  t h a t  p reys  
upon game which i s  l a r g e r  than i t s e l f  and l i v e s  by t h e  
r u l e  o f  f e a s t  o r  famine. 

5. TRUE & FALSE - Yes, b o t h  answers. The a p p r o p r i a t e  
exper iments  have n o t  been done on ca ts ,  so we must 
e x t r a p o l a t e  f rom work on the  l a b r a t o r y  r a t .  Spayed 
female r a t s  tend t o  i nc rease  food i n t a k e  

WILD COUSINS OF THE CAT 

By: A l i c e  L. Hopf $6.95 
G.P. Putnam's Sons 

T h i s  book i s  Ã waste o f  money f o r  anyone excep t  
t h e  rank  amateur who has never  read  a n y t h i n g  about  
e x o t i c s .  The author ,  a  New Yorker,  t o o k  e x c e r p t s  f r o m  
such au tho rs  as Oenis, S c h a l l e r  and Walker and p u t  i t  
a l l  t o g e t h e r  as i f  she were an a u t h o r i t y .  

Futhermore. t h e r e  i s  no men t i on  o f  LIOC o r  i t s  
members b reed ing  reco rds  n o r  Rober t  Baudy's work i n  
f e l i n e  conse rva t i on .  Copy r i gh ted  I n  1975 I t u s e s  
s c i e n t i f i c  names o f  "Leo" f o r  t h e  "Panthera ( g r e a t  
c a t s )  and says t h a t  l eopa rds  l i k e  water,  wh ich  most 
do n o t  a l t hough  they w i l l  swim i f  necessary.  The 
book says F l o r i d a  puma i s  r e d d i s h  - n o t  so: The 
f o u r  spec ies  o f  F l o r i d a  an the rs (no t  c a l l e d  Pumas 
though t h e  are),  a t  t h e  b i n e  Breed ing compound, 
a r e  a  grey ish-be ige.  The book a l s o  says no c louded  
l eopa rds  have been born  i n  c a p t i v i t y .  Not  so: b o r n  
a t  San Diego and f o r  a  number o f  yea rs  a t  Rare F e l i n e  
Breed ing Compound. 

There a r e  many o t h e r  d i sc repanc ies  and i n a c c u r -  
a c i e s  as a  r e s u l t  of  unresearched iÃ§ te r i a1 . . . nu f  sa id  
book l o v e r s  - beware o f  " W i l d  Cousins o f  t h e  Cat". 

- 0 -  BeeJay t e s t e r  
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Comics Not Funny 
The American Medica l  Assoc ia t i on .  Department of  

Env i ronmenta l ,  P u b l i c  and Occupat iona l  H e a l t h  has 
issued a  r e p o r t  which s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l .  c o l o r e d  
sec t i ons  ( i e :  p i c t u r e s ,  s a l e  c i r c u l a r s ,  comics) may 
cause s e r i o u s  problems f o r  smal l  c h i l d r e n .  puppies and 
o r  k i t t e n s ,  when used i n  f eed ing  areas, o r  i n  l i t t e r  
t r ays .  

The depar tment 's  i n v e s t i g a ~ t i o n s  show t h a t  a  h i g h  
l e a d  c o n t e n t  i s  p resen t  i n  t h e  c o l o r e d  i n k s  used f o r  
p i c t u r e s ,  comics e t c .  Animals t h a t  p l a y  and chew on 
these papers  can absorb t h e  l e a d  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e i r  
systems. People a r e  warned n o t  t o  burn  these s e c t i o n s  
where t h e  smoke m i g h t  be i nha led .  

MORE WHITE TIGERS 
J u l y  9 th .  t h e  8 t h  and 9 t h  w h i t e  t i g e r  b i r t h s  occur red 

a t  t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  Zoo. The pa ren ts  a r e  l e s s  than 3 yea rs  
o ld .  

I n  1974 t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  Zoo were loaned a  p a i r  o f  
terogeneous o f f s p r i n g  f rom t h e  N a t i o n a l  Zoo. They gave 

- = r t h  t o  f o u r  cubs (1 /2  w h i t e  0 /1  y e l l o w ) .  These were 
urned t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Zoo. The mother remained i n  

~ c i n n a t i .  Du r i ng  t h i s  t i m e  she was bred aga in  t o  a  
wh i t e  male  on l o a n  f rom t h e  Hawthorne C i r cus  and gave 
b i r t h  t o  5  cubs. By agreement, two were r e t u r n e d  t o  
t he  c i r c u s ,  one went t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Zoo and t h e  remain- 
i n a  two were kep t  i n  C i n c i n n a t i  and a r e  now t h e  pa ren ts  

Ocelots 
From Catherine 

(That must mean 30 y e a r s  o f  c l e a n i n g ,  f e e d i n g ,  doctor-  
i n g ,  and t h e i r  a s s o c i a t e d  s h a r e  of heartbreak,  f a t i g u e  
and determinat ion)  

Clean ing i n v o l v e s  t he  c o n s t a n t  b a t t l e  aga ins  para-  
d a l i s  perfume - t a n g e r i n e  i n  c o l o r  on l y !  Her i n s t i n c t  i s  
t o  share he r  scent  w i t h  a11 w i t h i n  range. The f r e s h l y  
c leaned p o t t y  area i s  a  cha l l enge :  i t  must be remarked" 
t hus  r e i n s t a t e d .  Having removed he r  p roduc t  f rom her  p o t t y  
area. u n t i l  f r e s h  f i l l i n g  i s  supp l i ed ,  she s e l e c t s  a  nearby 
t a r g e t  u n t i l  bo th  customary p l a c e  and h e r s u b s t i t u t e  a r e  . 
cleaned. 

The scen t  o f  an o c e l o t ' s  u r i n e  i s  a c t u a l l y  never 
wiped o f f  o r  ou t :  i t  l i n g e r s .  Bo th  sexes spray .  No m a t t e r  
what c  ommercial odor  e l i m i n a t o r s  c l a im ,  t hese  p roduc ts  
deaden t h e  human's sense o f  smel l ,  n o t  a l t e r i n g  t h e  o f f e n d -  
i n g  sources. 

Tercera  whose house I have l i v e d  i n  f o r  s i x t e e n  y e a r s .  
u s u a l l y  announces t h e  presence o f  a  d e f e c a t i o n  i n  her  t o i l e t  
w i t h  a  l o u d  "maouw". He ra ld ing  t h e  even t  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  nec- 
essary.  The scent,  u s u a l l y  occurs  d u r i n g  b r e a k f a s t .  My 
d a i l y  chores  have begun. Now i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  be wa tch fu l .  
Oce lo ts  have t h e  n a t u r a l  camouflage which rende rs  them 
e s s e n t i a l l y  i n v i s i b l e  even i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a  room o r  o u t  
o f  doors.  

Feedin p rov ides  f u e l  f o r  h e r  most e f f i c i e n t  a l i m e n t -  
a r y  system. !sually a  snack l i k e  a  c h i c k e n  f o o t  ( l i t e r a l l y )  
i s  h e r  b reak fas t  w i t h  n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r  u n t i l  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  
when he r  d i n n e r  which w i l l  be consumed d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t ,  i s  
served. A  proper  ba lance o f  bone and canned food  w i l l  insur4  
p rope r  cons i s tency  i n  t he  end product .  G e t t i n g  acceptab le  
and n u t r i t i o u s  food i s  an eve r  chang ing schoo l i ng .  Our 
v e r y  b e s t  f r i e n d  i s  t h e  l o c a l  c h i c k e n  farmer  who g i v e s  us 
ch i cken  f e e t  and h e a d s ~ a d m i t t e d l y  h i s  garbage, b u t  
f e l i n e  gourmet, consumed raw and comp le te l y ,  e x c l u d i n g  
o n l y  beaks. I t  i s  r e a l l y  s u r p r i s i n g  wh ich human d e l i c a c i e s  
may be r e j e c t e d  o r  accepted. 

D o c t o r i n  r e q u i r e s  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n  who has had exper -  
i ence  with, o r  who i s  t r u l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  t r e a t  w i l d  (now 
domest ica ted)  f e l i n e s .  He i s  no t ,  g e n e r a l l y  a t  t h e  popu la r  
r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  dog 6 c a t "  c l i n i c .  Rather  he i s  found 
s e r v i n g  a  w e l l  popu la ted zoo o r  sometimes t r e a t i n g  l a r g e  
an imals .  When he i s  found and t r e a t s  t h e  o c e l o t ,  he w i l l  
s u r p r o s i n g l y  i n  t h e  owner 's mind, become, p a r t l y  a  d i e t y .  

Because t h e  c a t  vomi ts  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean a 
t r i p  t o  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n .  Vomi t ing  may be due t o  something 
l i k e  grass ,  i nges ted  as an emet ic ,  o r  s i m p l y  t h e  t e x t u r e  
o f  food i s  d i s p l e a s i n g  t o  t h e  c a t ' s  stomach. Vomi t ing  i s  
vo lun ta ry .  A l l  f a m i l i a r  c i rcumstances acountab le ,  you r  
b e s t  f r i e n d ,  t he  knowledgeable v e t e r i n a r i a n  may need t o  
be consu l ted .  

Absorb and heed p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v i c e  even a f t e r  
l essons  a r e  learned.  Obv ious ly  t h e r e  i s  much hea r tb reak  
i n  l o s i n g  you r  f e l i n e  c h i l d  whether you a r e  a b l e  t o  
recogn i ze  impending danger, o r  temper t h e  judgement o f  
t h e  l ea rned  doctor .  

Two o f  my o c e l o t s  have departed. One, a r r i v i n g  
i n  i n c o r r i b i b l e  ill hea l th ,  d i e d  a f t e r  a  few weeks: t h e  
second, a f t e r  e i g h t  and a  h a l f  years.  d i e d  o f  p e r i t o n i t i s  
wh ich  m igh t  have been f o r e s t a l l e d  by  su rge ry .  I r e s i s t e d  
spay ing her .  The t h i r d ,  my c u r r e n t  o c e l o t ,  Tercera ,  may 
be e n j o y i n g  he r  seventeenth  y e a r  u s i n g  o n l y  one o f  h e r  
lungs,  t h e  o t h e r  o n l y  h a l f  u s e f u l .  A t  t h i r t e e n  she was 
diagnosed as r e q u i r i n g  su rge ry  t o  remove t h e  l ower  l o b e  
o f  t h e  i n f e c t e d  lung. Rather t han  s u b j e c t  h e r  t o  t h e  
trauma o f  major  su rge ry  a t  he r  advanced age, a l l  body 
f u n c t i o n s  appa ren t l y  normal, I t o l d  h e r  v e t e r i n a r i a n  I ' d  
l e t  n a t u r e  take i t s  course. L i f e  goes on i n t e r r u p t e d  o n l y  
by  an occas iona l  cough. ^ 

n f t w o  more w h i t e  t i o e r  cubs. - i n  - . 



I While my personal f a t i g u e  sometimes p reva i l s ,  my 
je . . in inat ion l i v e s  a f t e r  a l l  these years o f  committment. 

can ' t  count my many minor and major we11 d i s t r i b u t e d  
fading and faded scars, b u t  l i k e  a11 our f e l i n e  o r ien ted  
family,  I wear them r e c a l l i n g  lessons learned, under- 
standing how they came about. As I have o f t e n  said, every 
:at i s  an i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h i n  i t s  species. Thus anything I 
l a y  here cannot be genera l l y  app l i cab le  bu t  may serve t o  
l u i d e  understanding o f  our  complex creatures. 

by Catherine Cis in ,  Founder o f  H O C  . and author  of ESPECIALLY OCELOTS 
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From the Cat's Viewpoint 
This i s  my Man. I am n o t  a f r a i d  of him. 
He i s  very powerful ,  f o r  he eats  a l o t ;  h i s  i s  A l l -  

eat ing.  What are you ea t ing?  Give me some! 

He I s  n o t  b e a u t i f u l ,  because he has no fur .  Not 
having s u f f i c i e n t  sa l i va ,  he has t o  wash h imsel f  w i t h  
water. He miaows w i t h  a g r u f f  vo ice and much too often. 
Sometimes he pur rs  i n  h i s  sleep. 

Open the  door f o r  He. 

I don' t  know why he became the Master; he must have 
eaten something magni f icent .  

He doesn't mess up my rooms. 

He takes I n t o  h i s  paw a sharp, b lack claw and uses 
I t  t o  engrave whi te  leaves. He c a n ' t  p lay  i n  any other  
way. He sleeps a t  n i g h t  Instead o f  I n  the  day, he can ' t  
see i n  the dark. he has no de l igh ts .  He never th inks  o f  
blood, never dreams o f  the  hund and of the fray, never 
does he s ing w i t h  love. 

Often dur ing  t h e  n i g h t  when I hear magic and myster- 
ious voices, when I see how everyth ing i s  becoming a l i v e  
w i t h  the darkness. HE s i t s  a t  the  t a b l e  w i t h  head bowed 
and a11 the  t ime he scratches w i t h  t h a t  black claw a t  the 
whi te  leaves. You mustn ' t  be l ieve  t h a t  I care about you. 
I on ly  hear the s o f t  r u s t l i n g  o f  your claw. Sometimes the 
r u s t l i n g  stops, the poor d u l l  head doesn't  know now any 
more how t o  p lay,  and then I f e e l  s o r r y  f o r  him and I 
d'-'-n t o  approach and miaow s o f t l y  i n  sweet t a n t a l i z i n g  

3rd. Then my Man l i f t s  me up and bur ies  h i s  warm ^ i n  my f u r .  J u s t  then, f o r  a  second, a  f l a s h  o f  
ex is tence awakens i n  him, and he sighs w i t h  b l i s s  

an r r s  something which i s  almost understandable. 

But you mustn ' t  be l ieve  t h a t  I care about you. You 
have warmed me and now again I s h a l l  go and l i s t e n  t o  
the  dark voices. 

UHURA. Mother to Soock 

A p r i l ,  5 t h  1.979 was a very  
specia l  day a t  Cougar Hount- 
a i n  Sactuary i n  Washington. 
The expected/unexpected 
b i r t h  of two male caracals  
made t h i s  day more spec ia l  
than others. A p a i r  o f  
adu l t s  (Questor i Uhura) 
being boarded a t  the  compound 
belonging t o  Jean Townes were 
the proud parents. 

It had been thought t h a t  
Uhura was pregnant, b u t  the  

'thought had been g iven  up  
when no k i t t e n s  appeared on 
.schedule. The date o f  breed- 
i n g  was n o t  known f o r  sure 
and t h e  g e s t a t i o n  p e r i o d  was 
n o t  even a p o s i t i v e  f a c t o r .  

K i t t e n  noises on t h e  morning 
o f  the  5 t h  a l e r t e d  us t o  t h e i r  
a r r i v a l .  As one k i t t e n  appear- 
ed t o  be dead (and indeed was) 
the  dec is ion  was made t o  take  
the  remaining k i t  f o r  hand- 
ra is ing .  

- ~ - - - -  ~ 

Both were males. The mahagony 
co lored b a l l  o f  f l u f f  was named "Spock a f te r ,  you guessed i t  
M r .  Spock o f  S ta r  Trek fame. 

QUESTOR, f a t h e r  
Spoc k  

Kart1 Capek. 
I HAD A DOG 1 A CAT 
( t rans la ted  bv H. Weatheral l )  - 1 1  - 



Oddly, i n  one o f  t h e  recen t  News le t t e r s  I read about  
raw eggs be ing  a  "no-no f o r  e x o t i c s .  As I ' d  unders tood 
i t ,  i n  t h e  w i l d  t h e y  w i l l  i n c l u d e  raw eggs from fowl  and 
b i r d s  as t hey  can i n d u l g e .  I ' v e  been g i v i n g  O e l i l a h  ( o c e l o t )  
an average o f  1  egg a  day f o r  a11 her  16 years  and n o t  
o n l y  does she l o v e  i t  b u t  I understand i t  i s  q u i t e  good 
f o r  a  l u s t r u o u s  c o a t  which she has. I seldom brush he r  as 
she does i t  h e r s e l f .  

Her d i e t  c o n s i s t s  o f  1  can ( s m a l l )  c a t  food - she 
p r e f e r s  tuna. 1  raw egg ( i n  t he  mornings o n l y )  a  few p ieces  
o f  c e l e r y  and o t h e r  greens. I repea t  t he  c a t  food/greens 
i n  t h e  evenings p l u s  some l i g h t  p ieces o f  l e f t o v e r s .  I 
pamper he r  sometimes w i t h  a  can o f  sa rd ines  ( i n  tomato 
sauce) and an occas iona l  dose o f  V-8 j u i c e .  She'd l o v e  t o  
have beer (eve ry  t i m e  she sees a  can s h e ' l l  t o p p l e  i t  and 
l i c k  i t )  b u t  t h a t ' s  a  no-no . 

I ' d  guess because she's never been mated from t ime 
t o  t ime she'd pass smal l  amounts o f  b lood i n  t h e  u r i n e .  
Th i s  I found I c o u l d  c o n t r o l  w i t h  t h e  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  o f  
1  p i l l  o f  a  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  med ica t i on  c a l l e d  "Cystex" 
I t  would s t o p  t h e  b l e e d i n g  w i t h i n  an hour and t h a t  hs 
n o t  r e c u r r e d  I n  seve ra l  months. 

A t  16 she's v e r y  a c t i v e ;  g i v e s  me a  r o u s i n g  welcome 
every t ime I come back, p l a y s  chase the t a i l  and h i d e  i 
seek and s t i l l  t a c k l e s  6 ambushes my poor f r i ends .  She'd 
wake be up a t  5 am w i t h  her  m i s c h i e f  and when I ' d  
abandon t h e  bed, she'd p romp t l y  s e t t l e  on i t  f o r  a  f a s t  
nap. Wi th  age, she has become very  devoted and a ve ry  
g r e a t  comfo r t  and source o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  me. 

Ralph F e r r e r  


