
TIGGER, a  m a l e  G e o f f r e y ' s  C a t  I s  shown h e r e  a t  1 4  months o f  age  and w e i g h i n g  
H e ' s  a  domest ic  b red  c a t ,  born  a t  t h e  H a t f i e l d ' s  compound b u t  l i v i n g  now w i t h  
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the Geoffrey's Gat ... 
By P a t r i c i a  N e l l  Warren 

Condensed f r o m  an a r t i c l e  i n  ALL CATS 

F o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  has had t h e  dub ious  
honor o f  b e i n g  one o f  t h e  s m a l l e s t  and most  i g n o r e d  w i l d c a t s  
i n  t h e  w o r l d .  B u t  t h e s e  days, t h i s  f a i r l y  g e n t l e  w i l d c a t  i s  
a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  known - i n  a  good news/bad news s o r t  o f  way 

F i r s t  t h e  good news. American c a t  f o l k s  a r e  becoming 
aware o f  t h e  b e a u t y  and f a s c i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  w i l d c a t s .  
Examples: A  r e c e n t  Ca ts  Magazine a r t i c l e  c e l i b r a t e d  t h e  
P a l l a s  Cat .  The l e o p a r d  c a t  e n j o y s  a  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  a p p r e c i -  
a t i o n .  L a s t  y e a r  t h e  Western Reserve Cat  C lub  (a  midwest  
CFA CLub) h e l d  a  b e n e f i t  show i n  o r d e r  t o  purchase a  p a i r  
o f  c a p t i v e  b o r n  G e o f f r o y ' s  f o r  t h e  C leve land  Zoo. The c l u b  
i s  p roud  o f  t h e i r  c a t s  and eager  t o  educate t h e  p u b l i c  
a b o u t  them. 

Now f o r  t h e  bad news. Though n e v e r  f a s h i o n a b l e  i n  i t s  
own r i g h t ,  t h e  g e n t l e  G e o f f r o y ' s  i s  hun ted  f o r  i t s  p e l t ,  as 
a  l e g a l  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  now i l l e g a l  o c e l o t .  

A t  a  r e c e n t  Empire c a t  show i n  New York C i t y ,  a  v i s i t -  
i n g  s p e c t a t o r  drew i n d i g n a n t  s t a r e s  from e x h i b i t o r s .  She was 
w e a r i n g  a  m i d i - l e n g t h  c o a t  made o f  r e a l  s p o t t e d  c a t .  

Because o f  t h e  new r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e  i m p o r t  o f  endan 
g e r e d  s p e c i e s  one d o e s n ' t  see many o c e l o t  o r  chee tah  o r  
l e o p a r d  c o a t s  w a l k i n g  a round  Manhat tan these  days. T h i s  l a d y  
however, had a  c o a t  t h a t  was made u n m i s t a k a b l y  f rom G e o f f r o y  
p e l t s .  And t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  i s  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  l i s t e d  as 
endangered. To make t h e  c o a t ,  t h e  f u r r i e r  had used o n l y  t h e  
backs. These a r e  t h e  c h o i c e  p o r t i o n s  because t h e  mark ings  
a r e  a r r a n g e d  i n  n e a t  rows a l o n g  t h e  sp ine .  An e x h i b i t o r  who 
knew somth ing  a b o u t  t h e  f u r r i e r  b u s i n e s s  s a d l y  e s t i m a t e d  
t h a t  a round  100 c a t s  had been k i l l e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  few mom- 
e n t s  o f  c h i c  f o r  one u n c a r i n g  New Yorker .  

J u s t  what  i s  t h i s  good tempered l i t t l e  c a t  w i t h  t h e  
f u n n y  name? I d o n ' t  own any Geof f roy c a t s  b u t  I know a  
lumber o f  p e o p l e  who do. Thus I have had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  v i s f t  them and t h e i r  c a t s .  

The G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  - f o n d l y  c a l l e d  "6 c a t "  by some 
o f  I t s  a d m i r e r s  i s  n a t e l v e  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  o f  South 
America. I t s  s c i e n t i f i c  name. l e o p a r d u s  g e o f f r o y i ,  d e r i v e s  
f r o m  t h e  name o f  a  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  F rench  b i o l o g i s t  - I s i d o r e  
G e o f f r o y  S t .  H i l a i r e  - who t r a v e l e d  L a t i n  America. A c t u a l l y  
however, t h e  f i r s t  Europeans t o  n o t e  t h e  c a t ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  
f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  p o s t e r i t y  were d lOrb igny  and G e r v a i s  i n  1843. 

Long b e f o r e  t h e  Europeans of  course ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  
knew t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  a t  c l o s e  hand. A  number o f  a n c i e n t  
South Amer ican t e x t i l e s  have s t a r t l i n g  des igns  o f  s m a l l  
s p o t t e d  c a s t  w i t h  l o n g  t a i l s .  Some o f  these  c o u l d  be G e o f f -  
r o y ' s  c a t s .  The pre-Columbian i n d i a n s  s tood  i n  awe o f  c a t s .  
They worsh ipped  t h e  b i g  ones - j a g u a r s ,  cougars - t h e y  a l s o  
r e s p e c t e d  t h e  l i t t l e  ones. The g e n t l e r  o f  t h e  s m a l l  s p e c i e s  
were semidomest i ca ted  - k e p t  as p e t s  o r  f o r  r o d e n t ~ : c o n t r o l .  
I f  t h e  Span ish  Conquest h a d n ' t  d e s t r o y e d  I n d i a n  c u l t u r e ,  i t  
m i g h t  have deve loped  i t s  own domest i c  c a t .  

G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t s  a r e  among t h e  t i n i e s t  w i l d c a t s  on  
e a r t h .  A  grown G e o f f r o y ' s  male m i g h t  t i p  t h e  s c a l e s  a t  9 -  
12 pounds. The matu re  fema le  r u n s  as s m a l l  as 6 pounds. 
Thus t h e y  compare i n  s i z e  t o  t h e  domest i c  c a t .  

They have a  w ide  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  sou thern  hemis-  
phere  - o v e r  more t h a n  3 0  degrees o f  l a t i t u d e ,  wh ich  i s  
n e a r l y  2500 m i l e s .  T h e  c a t  has been recorded  n o r t h  o f  20 
degrees l a t i t u d e ,  i n  B o l i v i a .  I n  between, i t  f r e q u e n t s  
p a r t s  o f  Uruguay and sou thwes te rn  B r a z i l .  And i t  has been 
seen s o u t h  o f  50 degrees on t h e  R i o  Ga l legos  i n  Pa tagon ia .  

A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  I s  found o n l y  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  Andes. West o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  d i v i d e .  i n  
C h i l e ,  i s  f o u n d  t h e  r a r e  kodkod. F o r  a  l o n g  t ime,  t h e  kod-  
kod was confused w i t h  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t .  But  now i t  i s  
r e c o g n i z e d  as a  d i s t i n c t  spec ies .  

The G e o f f r o y ' s  1s  a  ruggea i m i e  c a t .  11 nab L U  ue. 

I t  t h r i v e s  i n  some o f  t h e  mos t  f o r b i d d i n g  t e r r a i n  on  e a r t h .  
I n  B o l i v i a ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i t  i s  found a t  12.000 f e e t  

on t h e  a n t i p l a n o .  T h i s  i s  a  v a s t ,  b a r r e n ,  w indswept  p l a t e a u  
g l i t t e r i n g  w i t h  s a l t  f l a t s .  P o v e r t y  s t r i c k e n  i n d i a n s  s c r a t c h  
o u t  a  l i v i n g  g r o  wing p o t a t o e s  i n  t h e  p o o r  s o i l .  

I n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  A r g e n t i n a ,  t h e  c a t  i s  found  r i g h t  i n  
t h e  Andes. Many G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t s  a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  Gran Chaco. 
T h i s  i s  a  v a s t  c e n t r a l  l o w l a n d  l y i n g  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  s l o p e  
o f  t h e  Andes, m a i n l y  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  A r g e n t i n a .  P a r t  o f  t h e  
Caco i s  known as t h e  g r e e n  h e l l  . It i s  swampy and f o r r e s t -  
ed. There, t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  has t o  c o n t e n d  w i t h  swarms o f  
s t i n g i n g  i n s e c t s ,  summper f l o o d i n g  and t h e  h o t t e s t  tempera-  
t u r e s  i n  a l l  o f  Sou th  Amer ica .  O t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Chaco a r e  
d r y .  There  i s  open r o l l i n g  bush c o u n t r y ,  a l k a l a i  f l a t s  and 
l i t t l e  f o r e s t s  o f  quebracha  t r e e s .  There ,  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  
c a t  i s  a t  home amid t h e  t h o r n  bushes g i a n t  c a c t u s  and l o w  
g rasses .  

B u t  t h e  most  i n t r i g u i n g  h a u n t  o f  t h i s  c a t  i s  Patagonia.  
t h a t  v a s t  and s p a r s e l y  i n h a b i t e d  s o u t h e r n  q u a r t e r  o f  Argen-  
t i n a .  

I n  P a t a g o n i a ,  p o w e r f u l  and c o l d  w i n d s  a r e  a lways  b low-  
i n g .  D u s t  s to rms d r i f t  a l o n g  t h e  h o r i z o n s .  S t r e t c h e s  o f  t h e  
d r y  p r a i r i e  s u p p o r t  l o n e l y  e s t a n c i a s ,  o r  sheep ranches .  A 
l a s t  h a n d f u l  o f  a b o r i g i n a l  I n d i a n s ,  t h e  Tehuelches,  l i v e  
t h e r e .  

F o r  a  l i v i n g ,  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  c a n  h u n t  l i t t l e  
d e s e r t  r o d e n t s  - such a s  t h e  c u i s  o r  t h e  m u r i n e  oppossum. 
O r  he c a n  t r y  t o  c a t c h  r a r e  b i r d s  l i k e  t h e  t inamou and t h e  
tawny t h r o a t e d  d o t t r e l .  

I n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  hemisphere,  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t ,  t h e  
cougar  and t h e  pampas c a t  a r e  t h e  o n l y  f e l i n e s  f o u n d  s o u t h  
of  50 degrees .  A l l  t h r e e  s p e c i e s  r a n g e  down t o  t h e  S t r a i t .  
And b o t h  t h e  pampas c a t  and  t h e  c o u g a r  have l o n g e r ,  o r  
h e a v i e r  c o a t s .  

T h a t  l e a v e s  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  a s  t h e  o n l y  t r u l y  
s h o r t - h a i r e d  c a t  t o  t h r i v e  so f a r  f r o m  t h e  e o u a t o r  - how 
does he manage? 

MISSY - 18 months o f  age 
Nervous and messed up 
from her plane r ide.  

Because o f  t h e i r  w i d e  n o r t h - s o u t h  range,  t h e  Geof f roy  
c a t s  obey some b a s i c  r u l e s  o f  w i l d  an ima l  g e n e t i c s .  

The b i g g e r  specimens a r e  f o u n d  n e a r  t h e  p o l e s .  T h e i r  
l a r g e r  s i z e  e v o l v e d  a s  a  thermodynamic t r i c k  t o  h e l p  con-  
s e r v e  body  hea t .  The s m a l l e r  specimens g e t  a l o n g  b e t t e r  
t o w a r d  t h e  e q u a t o r .  Thus, t h e  b i g g e s t  G e o f f r o y ' s  a r e  found 
i n  P a t a g o n i a  and t h e  s m a l l e s t  i n  t h e  Gran Chaco. 

The G e o f f r o y ' s  has  a l s o  improved  h i s  chances o f  s u r -  
v i v a l  b y  e v o l v i n g  a  s p e c i a l  t y p e  o f  s h o r t  c o a t .  C l o s e r  t o  
t h e  e q u a t o r ,  t h e  c o a r s e  c o a t  does l i e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  body t o  
h e l p  f i g h t  t h e  hea t .  B u t  down t o w a r d  t h e  Sou th  Po le ,  t h e  
c o a t  becomes l o n g e r  and  b r i s t l y  - i t s  r e s i l i e n t ,  w a t e r -  
p r o o f  l i k e  a  s e a l ' s  p e l t .  The s t i f f  g u a r d  h a i r s  a r e  v e r y  
s h i n y .  The u n d e r c o a t  i s  p l u s h  and dense. 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  t i n t s  h i s  c o a t  t o  b l e n d  
w i t h  t h e  geography where h e  l i v e s .  The b i g  c a t s  f r o m  P a t -  
a g o i n i a  have a  g h o s t l y  p a l e  l o o k  - l i g h t  t a n  o r  s i l v e r y  
g r a y .  T h i s  g i v e s  them m o r e  camouf lage  i n  t h e  d u s t y  d e s e r t ,  
o r  i n  snow a n d  fog. 

By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  l i t t l e  G e o f f r o y ' s  f r o m  t h e  sub- t r o p i i  
Chaco have a  b u r n t  o r a n g e  o r  egg-yo lk  c o l o r .  T h i s  h e l p s  them 
b l e n d  i n  among t r e e s  and  Grasses .  I n  t h e  wooded reaches  o f  
t h e  c a t s  r a n g e  one a l s o  f i n d s  a  g o o d l y  number o f  t h e  r a r e  
m e l a n i s t i c  specimens. These  c a t s  have a  d a r k  brown g round  
c o l o r .  The s p o t s  show o n l y  when s u n l i g h t  s t r i k e s  one a t  
a  c e r t a i n  a n g l e .  One o f  t h e  t w o a n i m a l s  donated t o  t h e  
C l e v e l a n d  zoo was such  a  b l a c k  . 



u o t s  a r e  t n e  tneme o r  t n e  t ieorTroy.s maru ings .  ny con- 
s t  t h e  o c e l o t  o r  o n c i l l a s  u s u a l l y  .wear some t y p e  o f  r o s -  
:s. And t h e  margay wears l a r g e  egg shaped spo ts .  

The body o f  t h e  G e o f f r o y  c a t  i s  covered  by sma l l  d o t s ,  
e v e n l y  spaces.  The d o t s  t r a v e l  down h i s  l e g s ,  s h r i n k i n g  i n  
s i z e  s i z e  t o  p i n - s i z e d  d o t s  on h i s  t o e s .  Sometimes t h e  d o t s  
c l u s t e r  i n t o  l o o s e  r o s e t t e s .  There may be a  few t a b b y  b a r r -  
i n g s  on  t h e  l o w e r  s h o u l d e r  and haunch. The head i s  a t t r a c t -  
i v e l y  s t r e a k e d  and d o t t e d .  

The t a i l  i s  d o t t e d  and r i n g e d .  Even each w h i s k e r  
s p r o u t s  f rom a  t i n y  b l a c k  d o t .  

O f  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  a r e  t h r e e  w h i t e  d o t s  - one i s  
f o u n d  on t h e  v e r y  t i p  o f  t h e  t a i l  and t h e  o t h e r  two a r e  
f o u n d  on t h e  backs o f  t h e  n e a t  rounded e a r s .  The d o t s  a r e  
f o u n d  on most  o f  w i l d c a t  spec ies ,  b o t h  l a r g e  and s m a l l  
and a r e  c a l l e d  o c e l l i .  

SHERE KAHN a t  7 y e a r s .  
Female, only 4 lbs. 
Owned by Art Human 

The paw pads a r e  u s u a l l y  dark .  Eye c o l o r  ranges f r o m  
c l e a r  g o l d  t o  smokey amber. The nose l e a t h e r  i s  u s u a l l y  
h r i c k  r e d .  On a  G e o f f r o y ' s  t h a t  c a r r i e s  t h e  m e l a n i s t i c  

L 
"ss ive ,  t h e s e  m a r k i n g s  a r e  u s u a l l y  v e r y  heavy and d a r k .  

t h e  nose l e a t h e r  may even be b l a c k .  
To d a t e ,  as f a r  as I know, t h e  "new b i o l o g i s t s "  have 

n o t  d i g n i f i e d  t h i s  c a t  w i t h  a  f o r m a l  and l o n g  t e r m  s t u d y  
i n  t h e  w i l d .  B u t  we do have q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  knowledge a b o u t  
t h e  c a t  t h a n k s  t o  h i s  s o j o u r n s  i n  c a p t i v i t y .  

Mos t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i m p o r t s  came i n  b y  m i s t a k e ,  
passed o f f  as o c e l o t s  by i g n o r a n t  o r  d i s h o n e s t  an ima l  d e a l -  
e r s .  T h i s  was d u r i n g  t h e  g r e a t  o c e l o t  c r a z e  o f  t h e  5 0 ' s  
when everybody  wnated t o  walk down F i f t h  Avenue w i t h  t h e i r  
p e t  o c e l o t  on a  l e a s h .  

I n  t h e  w i l d ,  t h e  Geof f roy ' s  c a t  i s  n o t  a  c r e a t u r e  o f  
w i d e  open spaces. He l i k e s  t o  keep c o v e r  handy. He s t a y s  
i n  t h e  r o c k s  o r  t h e  b rush .  As a  p e t  i n  t h e  home, he d o e s n ' t  
c r o s s s  a  l a r g e  room d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  z i g z a g s  h a p p i l y  f r o m  
benea th  one c h a i r  t o  ano ther .  

Though t h e y  d o n ' t  m ind  c l i m b i n g  t r e e s ,  t h e y  a r e  ma in -  
l y  t e r r e s t r i a l .  They a r e  b o l d  h u n t e r s  and w i l l  t r y  t o t a k e  
a  p r e y  f a r  b i g g e r  t h a n  themselves.  I once heard o f  a  p e t  
g e o f f r o y ' s  who g o t  l o o s e  and grabbed a  t u r k e y  g o b b l e r  by 
t h e  neck !  

D u r i n g  m a t i n g  t h e  male sometimes c a r r i e s  t h e  f e m a l e  
a r o u n d  b y  t h e  s c r u f f  l i k e  a  k i t t e n .  

L i t t e r s  a r e  sma l l ,  two o r  t h r e e  k i t s .  The b a b i e s  a r e  
b o r n  w i t h  t h e i r  p l u s h y  undercoa ts  f u l l y  s p o t t e d .  L i k e  most  
w i l d c a t s ,  t h e  mother  p r o b a b l y  r e a r s  them on h e r  own w i t h o u t  
h e l p  f r o m  t h e  male.  Sexual  m a t u r i t y  u s u a l l y  comes a t  a b o u t  
1% y e a r s  a l t h o u g h  I heard  o f  one p r e c o c i o u s  male who s i r e d  
a t  1 0  months. 

G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t s  b reed  f a i r l y  e a s i l y  i n  c a p t i v i t y .  
One man I know has a  w i l d b o r n  female who i s  q u i t e  tame and 
n e s t s  c a s u a l l y  i n  h i s  c l o s e t  o r  bureau drawer.  She l e t s  h im 
h a n d l e  t h e  k i t t e n s  f rom b i r t h .  

Many o f  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t s  now i n  t h e  U.S. a r e  second 
and  t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n  domest i c .  There a r e  enough u n r e l a t e d  
b l o o d l i n e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  g e n e t i c  v i g o r .  

P r i v a t e  owners who hand r a i s e  them as p e t s  swear t h a t  
t h e y  have t h e  k i n d e s t  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  w i l d c a t s .  I n  
f a c t .  i n  r e c e n t  years ,  t h e r e  has been a  k i n d  o f  " t r e n d "  
t o w a r d  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t s ,  ( o f  course  when n o t  hand r a i s e d  t h e y  
show t h e  same w a r i n e s s  as any w i l d c a t ) .  

I f  a  ma le  G e o f f r o y ' s  has been r a i s e d  w i t h  a  domest i c  
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 ale he w i l l  mate h e r  r e a d i l y .  The r e s u l y :  a  s t r i k i n g  

. a r i d  w i t h  a11 t h e  G e o f f r o y  mark ings  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s p o t s  
h t h e i r  e a r s .  

The p e t  G e o f f r o y ' s  respons t o  h i s  human i n  many ways 
u n i q u e l y  h i s  own. The G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  has a  v e r y  l o u d  p u r r  

r o r  n i s  s i z e .  tie a l s o  l i n e s  t o  Dump neaos g e n t l y  a g a i n s t  
h i s  owner ' s  and g i v e  h im l i t t l e  " k i s s e s " .  One has t o  wa tch  
f o r  q u i d k  l i t t l e  l o v e - b i t e s  a t  t h e  nose. A  l i g h t  t a p  on 
t h e  head and a  f i r m  no and t h e  c a t  q u i c k l y  l e a r n  t h a t  
t h e s e  l o v e  b i t e s  a r e  n o t  good manners. 

The G e o f f r o y ' s  t a l k s  a  l o t  i n  h i s  hoarse,  c i r r i n g ,  
c o m p l a i n i n g  l i t t l e  v o i c e .  People who know t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
s p e c i e s  t e l l  me t h a t  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  v o i c e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f rom 
t h a t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  l e o p a r d i .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  o n c i l l a  
u t t e r s  a  sharp ,  b i r d - l i k e  d r y .  The o c e l o t  has a  deep, l o u d  
h a r s h  c a l l .  

The tame G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  can  be a g g r e s s i v e l y  c u r i o u s  
and a f f e c t i o n a t e  and n o t  a t  a l l  shy. One l i t t l e  fema le  
p a t t e r e d  s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  d o o r  t o  g r e e t  me. She s t o o d  on h e r  
back l e g s  and t a p p e d  my hand g e n t l y  w i t h  a  paw t o  make s u r e  
I n o t i c e d  h e r .  ( G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t s ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  hand r a i s e d  
ones, seem t o  be c u r i o u s l y  p o l i t e  w i t h  t h e i r  c l a w s  and 
d o n ' t  b a r e  them u n l e s s  t h e y  mean b u s i n e s s )  

The i n t e l l i g e n c e  and s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  t h e s e  l i t t l e  c a t s  
i s  w o r t h  n o t i n g .  No t  l o n g  agoÃ a  ma le  G e o f f r o y ' s  g o t  hung 
up  b y  t h e  b u c k l e  o f  h i s  f l e a  c o l l a r  as he d a r t e d  t h r o u g h  
h i s  s w i n g i n g  c a t  d o o r  i n t o  h i s  o u t d o o r  run .  By t h e  t i m e  t h e  
ownef  n o t i c e d ,  t h e  s t r u g g l i n g  c a t  was h a l f  choked t o  death.  
When t h i s  k i n d  o f  a  p i c k l e  occurs ,  most  w i l d c a t s  d o n ' t  r e c -  
o g n i z e  t h e i r  owners and go bananas i f y o u  t r y  t o  h e l p  them. 

COFFEE & MISSY'S k i t s  
6 weeks o f  age 
owned by John Perry 

However, t h i s  c a t  d i d  n o t  s c r a t c h  o r  b i t e  w h i l e  h i s  
owner e x t r i c a t e d  him. He was d renched  w i t h  sweat, and so 
weak w i t h  t e r r o r  he c o u l d  h a r d l y  walk.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he 
s t a g g e r e d  and f l o p p e d  o v e r  t o  h i s  owner. There, he p u r r e d  
weakly,  k i s s e d  h im and pumped heads w i t h  him. 

From t h a t  d a y  on, he was more a f f e c t i o n a t e  and dem- 
o n s t r a t i v e .  C l e a r l y  he knew, and remembered. t h a t  h i s  
human had saved him. 

G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t s  have some o t h e r  c u r i o u s  t r a i t s  t o o .  
They l i k e  t o y s  and t h e y  l i k e  t o  c a r r y t h i n g s .  One G e o f f r o y  
a lwavs  c a r r i e s  v i n e  cones i n t o  t h e  house f r o m  h i s  o u t d o o r  
r u n  s o  t h a t  he can b a t  them around t h e  house. S e v e r a l  own- 
e r s  r e p o r t  t h a t  G e o f f r o y s  a r e  f o n d  o f  s u c k i n g  on t h e i r  
owners e a r  l o b e s .  They adore  t h e  s m e l l  o f  good l e a t h e r ,  
p u r s e s  and shoes send them i n t o  e c s a t s i e  o f  c h i n  r u b b i n g .  

They t r o t  w i t h  an  a rched  back and a  t u c k  u p  l i k e  
a  greyhound,  b u t  t h e y  r u n  w i t h  a  c u r i o u s  s u p p l e  s i d e - w i n d -  
i n g  m o t i o n  l i k e  a  g a l l o p i n g  o t t e r .  Sometimes t h e y  s i t  
s t r a i g h t  up  on  t h e i r  hocks,  l i k e  a  chipmunk so t h e y  can  set 
b e t t e r .  

When i t  comes t o  a n k l e - r u b b i n g ,  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t  
i s  n o t  c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  mere s e d a t e  r u b  o f  t h e  domest i c .  
He e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  f l i n g s  h i s  haunches s ideways a g a i n s t  
y o u r  a n k l e  - someth ing  l i k e  t h e  d i s c o  s t e p  c a l l e d  t h e  
Bump. 

L i k e  mos t  w i l d c a t s ,  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  c a t s  a r e  v e r y  
d e a n  and v e r y  p r e d i c t a b l e .  I f  l i t t e r  t r a i n e d  t h e y  w i l l  
use  a  pan. I f  t h e y  have an o u t d o o r  r u n ,  t h e y  w i l l  p i c k  a  
s i n g l e  s p o t  where t h e y  w i l l  b u i l d  up  a  n e a t  l i t t l e  mound 
o f  ha rd ,  w h i t i s h  p e l l e t s .  

B o t h  ma les  & fema les  s p r a y  when grown. T h i s  i s  t e r r i  
t o r i a l  behav ious .  One c o n n o i s s e u r  t e l l s  me t h a t  he c a n  d i s  
t i n g u i s h  t h e  s m e l l  o f  G e o f f r o y ' s  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  
s m a l l  w i l d c a t s .  

They l i k e  raw c h i c k e n  necks o r  wings.  One owner has 
a  commercia l  meat g r i n d e r  and makes a  s p e c i a l  hamburger" 
f o r  h i s  f o u r  G e o f f r o y ' s .  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  raw b e e f  h e a r t s ,  
c h i c k e n  necks  and V i o n a t e .  A few c a t s  can  be conned i n t o  
e a t i n g  Zupreem o r  o t h e r  commercia l  c a l c i u m  r i c h  d i e t s .  

- Continued on page 5 
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Work ing  as a  zoo v o l u n t e e r ,  o r  a t t e n d i n g  e x o t i c  
c a t  g a t h e r i n g s ,  I have become i n c r e a s i n g l y  aware o f  

s t r a n g e  phenomenon ... what i s  i t  abou t  t h e  w i l d  c a t s  
t h a t  makes o t h e r w i s e  reasonab le  peop le  l o s e  t h e i r  
senses? (Or a r e  t h e y  r e a l l y  coming t o  t h e i r  senses?)  
From t h e  t i n i e s t  o c e l o t  t o  t h e  b i g g e s t  S i b e r i a n  T i g e r ,  
I have seen p e o p l e  d i s p l a y  awe, t e a r s ,  a d m i r a t i o n ,  j o y ,  
and t h e  overpower ing  d e s i r e  t o  t o u c h  t h e s e  c r e a t u r e s .  
I must  c o n f e s s  t h a t  I am one of  t h o s e  s i m i l a r l y  a f f e c t e d .  
Nor i s  t h i s  s t r a n g e  r e a c t i o n  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  fema le  o f  
t h e  human s p e c i e s ;  I have seen p l e n t y  o f  men overcome by 
t h e  same symptoms. 

A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  shown f o r  a l l  t h e  w i l d  c a t s ,  t h i s  
f e e l i n g  reaches  i t ' s  apex when one i s  eye- to -eye  w i t h  a  
t i g e r .  F i r s t  comes t h e  u t t e r  amazement t h a t  a n y t h i n g  
s o  i n c r e d i b l y  b e a u t i f u l  c o u l d  e x i s t .  Then comes t h e  
dread,  a c h i n g  f e e l i n g  t h a t  anyone i n  h i s  r i g h t  m ind  
c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  do harm t o  t h i s  g l o r i o u s  c r e a t u r e .  There 
comes an  i n t e n s e  d e s i r e  t o  r e a c h  o u t  and t o u c h  such 
b e a u t y ,  w i t h  a  c h i l d - l i k e  l o n g i n g  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  c a t  
w i l l  p u r r  and r e t u r n  o u r  l o v e ,  as a  k i t t e n  would. F o r t u -  
n a t e l y  f o r  us, and t h e  c a t ,  t h i s  s tage  i s  soon r e p l a c e d  
b y  an  awareness o f  and p r o p e r  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  c a t ' s  s i z e  
and s t r e n g t h .  

B e f o r e  t e a r i n g  o u r s e l v e s  away, we wonder how man, 
i n  h i s  ignorance ,  can t a k e  t h e s e  w o n d e r f u l  an ima ls  and 
make them p e r f o r m  i n c r e d i b l y  s i l l y  t r i c k s ,  l i k e  jump ing  
t h r o u g h  hoops and danc ing  b e f o r e  a  c r a c k i n g  whip. B u t  
as we f e e l  t h e  i n t e n s e  f e l i n e  gaze upon us.  we r e a l i z e  
t h a t  i t  i s  we who a r e  t h e  u n d e r l i n g s  and t h a t  t h e s e  
n o b l e  b e a s t s  we persecu te ,  cage and t r y  t o  tame w i l l  
rema in  f o r e v e r  above us. 

Jean M o r t o n  
P o r t 1  and, Ore. 
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FOREVER! I 

Don't spay or neuter 

Another Tax 
A  seven p e r c e n t ,  a c r o s s  t h e  board head t a x  on  i m p o r t -  

ed w i l d l i f e  may soon be proposed by Congressman Mike  
Lowry ( 7 t h  D i s t r i c t ,  Washington) .  The p r o p o s a l  wou ld  t a x  
most  i m p o r t e d  w i l d l i f e ,  i n  and o u t  o f  t h e  p e t  i n d u s t r y ,  
as w e l l  as an ima l  p a r t s ,  s k i n s ,  c o r a l s ,  s h e l l s  and o t h e r  
i tems . 

"We began on t h e  p remise  t h a t  expanding p o p u l a t i o n s  
i n  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  w i l l  damage w i l d  animal  h a b i t a t s ,  i n -  
c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e s  on w i l d  c r e a t u r e s .  Our t a x  would c r e a t  
a  f u n d  t h a t  c o u l d  be used t o  p r o t e c t  b o t h  t h e  h a b i t a t  
and t h e  animals."  a  s ~ o k e s m a n  f o r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lowry 
s a i d .  

The Lowry p r o p o s a l  wou ld  t a x  a l l  i m p o r t e d  w i l d l i f e  
e x c e p t  t h o s e  c a p t i v e  b red  abroad.  The t a x  wou ld  be l e v i e d  
on r e t a i l  s a l e s .  The b a s i c  e lements o f  L o w r y ' s  i d e a  i n c l u d e  

1 .  The f u n d  wou ld  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  Department  
o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  Dept .  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  o r  t h e  Smi thson ian  
I n s t i t u t i o n .  

2. F o r e i g n  n a t i o n s  seek ing  g r a n t s  would be r e q u i r e d  
t o  w r i t e  a  l e t t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  funds ,  o u t l i n i n g  how t h e  
money wou ld  be used. 

3. A  pane l  o f  US s p e c i a l i s t s  would r e v i e w  a l l  a p p l i  
c a t i o n s .  

4. N a t i o n s  r e c e i v i n g  g r a n t s  would be r e q u i r e d  t o  
some s m a l l  m a t c h i n g  funds .  

<4.  W h i l e  o n l y  governments c o u l d  r e c e i v e  a  g r a n t ,  
t h e  money c o u l d  be passed on t o  p r i v a t e  s o c i e t i e s  o r  
,,+hc... "",.,.#.= 

Surprise? 
Researchers  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Zoo i n  Washington O.C. 

have r e l e a s e d  a  r e p o r t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i n b r e e d i n g  l e a d s  t o  
h i g h e r  d e a t h  r a t e s  and o t h e r  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  , a  p rob lem 
t h a t  many w i l d l i f e  s p e c i a l i s t s  have been i g n o r i n g  t h e y  
say.  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  an  e x t e n s i v e  check o f  r e c o r d s  i t  c l e a r l y  
shows a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  i n f a n t  d e a t h r a t e  among i n b r e d  
hoofed s t o c k  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  o f f s p r i n g  o f  n o n r e l a t e d  a n i m a l s  
The R e p o r t  w i l l  be p u b l i s h e d  i n  Sc ience  Magazine. 

T h i s  s t u d y  has m a j o r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  
management o f  zoo b r e e d i n g  probrams, b u t  a l s o  f o r  c o n s e r -  
v a t i o n  and w i l d l i f e  s p e c i a l i s t s  who a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
managing s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  a n i m a l s  s a i d  K a t h e r i n e  
R a l l s ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  s tudy .  

John E isenberg ,  a c t i n g  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Smi thson ian  
I n s t i t u t e  s a i d  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  s t u d y  r e s u l t s  a r e  a p p l i c  
a b l e  t o  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  as w e l l  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  
t o  t h e  endangered  spec ies .  

" T h i s  p r o b l e m  of  i n b r e e d i n g  i s  an o l d  one t h a t  has 
s u d d e n l y  r e s u r f a c e d ,  E i s e n b e r g  s a i d  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  by 
t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  Press .  "Prom 1909 t o  1921 t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  
f i l l e d  w i t h  a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e  dangers o f  I n b r e e d t n g ,  b u t  
t h e  p rob lem has l a i n  dormant  f o r  some t i m e .  

"There i s  a  new g e n e r a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  who have t o  be 
awakened t o  i t "  he added. The r e p o r t  by Ms. R a l l s .  K r i s t i n  
Brugger  and Jona than  B a l l o u  s a i d  many a n i m a l  e x p e r t s  o f  
l a t e  have i g n o r e d  o r  even d e n i e d  t h e  d e l e t e r i o u s  e f f e c t s  
i n  i n b r e e d i n g .  

HANDIC RAFTS 

R e g u l a r  6 h i - l o  a c r y l i c  
y a r  adds e x t r a  dimen- 
s i o n  of  t o u c h  t e m p t i n g  
t e x t u r e  t o  t h i s  w a l l  
hang ing  of  a  cougar.  
T rue  t o  l i f e  c o l o r s  i 
I n s p i r e d  d e s i g n  b r i n g  
t h i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  a n i m a l  
t o  l i f e  on a  24x36 canvas 
Made of  washable p o l  y -  
e s t e r .  

Order  from Lee Wards. 
1200 S t .Char les  Rd. E l g i n  
111 60120- Order *  A26429 
Cougar K i t ,  $33.50 p l u s  
$2.75 pos tage  6 h a n d l i n g  

From t h e  Frame House G a l l e r y  : BAMBOO TIGER by I k k i  
Matsumoto...two p i e r c i n g  eyes g leam f r o m  beh ind  a  bamboo 
c u r t a i n  o f  g r e e n  as a  Bengal  T i g e r  p e e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
j u n g l e ' s  co?,ors, s t r i p e s  and shadows. 750 s i g n e d  6 numb- 
e r e d  2O1'x3O , $80. 

- 



I 

1 DEFINITION OF FuS 

I n  m e d i c i n e ,  a  d i s e a s e  i s  an i l l n e s s  i d e t i f i a b l e  
by a  c l e a r c u t  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  s i g n s  o r  symptoms. However, 
t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  i l l n e s s e s  t h a t  a r e  accompanied by s e t s  
o f  s i g n s  wh ich  may appear a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  o r  s i n g l y ,  o r  i n  
l e s s  t h a n  f u l l  s e t s .  These s e t s  a r e  c a l l e d  syndomes.: 

The m a j o r  s i g n s  t h a t  make up t h e  F e l i n e  U r o l o g i c a l  
Syndrome (FUS) a r e :  c y s t i t i s ,  u r o l i t h i a s i s ,  u r e t h a r a l  ob- 
s t r u c t i o n  and uremia.  

C  s t i t i s .  C y s t i t i s  i s  an a c u t e  o r  c h r o n i c  in f lamma-  
t h e  b l a d d e r .  T h i s  i n f l a m m a t i o n  damages t h e  b l a d d e r  t i o n  07 

w a l l  and causes mucus, b l o o d  and o t h e r  o r g a n i c  d e b r i s  t o  
accumula te  i n  t h e  b l a d d e r .  

U r o l i t h i a s i s .  U r i n e ,  i f  h e l d  t o o  l o n g ,  o r  i f  t h e  
b l a d d e r  i s  i n f l a m e d ,  o r  i f  c e r t a i n  foods  a r e  fed ,  changes 
f rom t h e  normal  a c i d  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  a  c a t  t o  a l k a l i n e .  T h i s  
a l l o w s  s a l t s  t h a t  a r e  s o l u b l e  i n  a c i d  u r i n e  t o  o r e c i ~ i t a t e  
o u t  as c r y s t a l s .  

U r e t h r a l  b lockage .  These c r y s t a l s  o f t e n  b l o c k  t h e  
u r e t h r a l  passage i n  t h e  ma le  c a t .  The f e m a l e ' s  u r e t h r a  
i s  w i d e r  and w i l l  d i l a t e  more r e a d i l y  t o  p e r m i t  ou tward  

ssaae o f  t h e s e  c r v s t a l s  under Dressure  f r o m  t h e  b l a d d e r .  
bough fema les  d o  o c c a s i o n a l l y '  s u f f e r  f r o m  v e r y  l a r g e  
ones ( c a l c u l i ) .  (Ed. n o t e  - Dr. Kovsky p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  

wha tever  reason,  perhaps t h e i r  i n c r e a s e d  s i z e ,  e x o t i c s  
ma le  o r  fema le ,  r a r e l y  became t o t a l l y  b l o c k e d )  

Uremia. When b lockage  occurs ,  t h e  c a t  i s  unab le  t o  
u r i n a t e ,  t h e  k i d n e y s  can no l o n g e r  do t h e i r  work of  e l i m i -  
n a t i n g  po isonous  wastes f rom t h e  body v i a  t h e  u r i n e ,  and 
a  c o n d i t i o n  known as u remia  r e s u l t s .  Un less  t h e  b lockage  
i s  r e l i e v e d  q u i c k l y ,  t h e  c a t  w i l l  d i e  a  p a i n f u l  death.  

CAUSE AN0 INCIDENCE 

The e x a c t  cause o f  FUS i s  s t i l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  e x t e n -  
s i v e  r e s e a r c h  and much s c i e n t i f i c  s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  v e t e r i n a r y  
m e d i c i n e  today .  

Many b a c t e r i a -  and r e c e n t l y  v i r u s e s  - have been i s o -  
l a t e d  f r o m  cases. A l s o  i n c r i m i n a t e d  a r e  m e t a b o l i c  imba lance  
n e g l e c t e d  i n f e c t i o n s  e lsewhere  i n  t h e  body, c o n t i m i n a t i o n  
f r o m  t h e  v a g i n a  o r  f rom t h e  male c a t  l i c k i n g  t h e  p e n i s ,  and 
many o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  causes. To da te ,  none o f  t h e s e  has been 
p roven  t o  be t h e  s o l e  cause. I t  may w e l l  be t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
no s i n g l e  cuase f o r  c y s t i t i s  i n  c a t s ,  b u t  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  
s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  wh ich  l e a d s  t o  t h e  d isease .  

C y s t i t i s  i s  seen i n  c a t s  o f  a11 ages. Male c a t s  appear 
t o  be more prone,  b u t  t h i s  may be due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
s i g n s  a r e  more d r a m a t i c  i n  t h e  male and hence more male c a t s  
w i t h  FUS a r e  seen by v e t e r i n a r i a n s .  

Recent  ev idence  suggests t h a t  FUS may be c o n t a g i o u s  
i n  t h a t  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  o f t e n  see cases i n  what appear t o  be 
ep idemic  c y c l e s ;  a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  c a t s  i n  t h e  same household 
a r e  o f t e n  a f f e c t e d .  There i s  a l s o  ev idence  t h a t  i t  i s  more 
p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  c o l d e r  months. 

S t r e s s :  Cold,  dampness and a  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s u r v i v a l  
have t h e e  e f f e c t s  on c a t s  as humans - a  weakening o f  t h e  
b o d y ' s  d e f n s e s  a g a i n s t  i n f e c t i o n .  

- - I n j u r y  t o  t h e  b l a d d e r  
L i m i t e d  e x c e r c i s e  - 
Smal l  p e n i s  a  s m a l l  p e n i s  has a  s m a l l e r  open ing  and 

t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  b l o c k  more r e a d i l y .  
C a s t r a t i o n :  It has r e c e n t l y  been found  t h a t  t h e  s i z e  

o f  t h e  u r e t h r a l  o p e n i n g  i s  n o t  a f f e c t e d  by c a s t r a t i o n .  How- 
e v e r ,  t o o  e a r l y  c a s t r a t i o n  ( b e f o r e  6 months )  can l e a d  t o  
adhes ions  o f  t h e  p e n i s  t o  t h e  p repuce  and p r e d i s p o s e s  t h e  
c a t  t o  i n f e c t i o n  when d e b r i s  c o l l e c t s  i n  pocke ts  caused by 
t h e  adhes ions ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  no p r o o f  t h a t  t h i s  p rob lem 
i s  r e l a t e d  t o  FUS. To a v o i d  t h e s e  adhes ions ,  c a s t r a t i o n  s h o u l d  
n o t  be done b e f o r e  e i g h t  months o f  age. u n l e s s  t h e  c a t  matu res  
e a r l i e r .  

H e r e d i t  : There  I s  ev idence  t h a t  c e r t a i n  f a m i l i e s  o f  
c a t s  have a  h i g h e r  i n c i d e n c e  o f  FUS, i n d i c a t i n g  h e r e d i t y  
may p l a y  a  r o l e  i n  t h e  d isease .  

Foods: Foods h i g h  i n  ash  s h o u l d  be a v o i d e d  i n  c a t s  w i t h  
t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  becasue t h i s  ash has t o  be e x c r e t e d  b y  t h e  
k i d n e y s  and may p r e c i p i t a t e  o u t  i n  t h e  u r i n e  as c r y s t a l s .  
Worst  o f f e n d e r s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  a r e  canned f i s h  foods ,  o r  
p o o r  q u a l i t y  meat - t ype  canned foods.  D r y  f o o d  can even be 
more dangerous,  because many caTs do n o t  d r i n g  enough w a t e r  
t o  make u p  f o r  t h e  l o w  w a t e r  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e s e  foods ,  r e s u l t i n g  
i n  h i g h e r  c r y s t a l  c o n t e n t  i n  t h e  u r i n e .  

SIGNS 

PREDISPOSING FACTORS 

These a r e  c o n d i t i o n s  o r  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  p r e d i s p o s e  
c a t s  t o  FUS. These f a c t o r s  i n  themselves do n o t  cause i t ,  
b u t  t h e y  encourage i t s  o n s e t  o r  r e c u r r e n c e :  

S t a g n a t i o n  of  u r i n e :  H o l d i n g  u r i n e  t o o  long .  
Lack  of  F l u i d s :  Many owners have t h e  erroneous i d e a  

a t  c a t s  do n o t  need wate r .  
Lack o f  v i t a m i n  A: T h i s  v i t a m i n  i s  necessary  t o  keep 

t h e  b l a d d e r  w a l l  h e a l t h y  and i n f e c t i o n  r e s i s t a n t .  
- 7 -  

There  a r e  c e r t a i n  danger s i g n a l s  wh ich  an owner must  
wa tch  f o r  i f  t h e r e  i s  some s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  h i s  c a t  may have 
FUS. Owners o f  c a t s  w h i c h  have come t h r o u g h  a  b o u t  w i t h  FUS 
mus t  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i g i l a n t  f o r  t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s .  The s i g n s  
a l s o  show how f a r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  has advanced b e f o r e  b e i n g  
n o t i c e d .  

a: These s i g n s  a r e  l i s t e d  h e r e i n  o r d e r  o f  i n c r e a s -  
i n g  u rgency :  

*A housebroken c a t  t h a t  suddert ly  changes i t $  h a b i t s  and 
u r i n a t e s  i n  a  b a t h t u b ,  on t h e  f l o o r  o r  i n  t h e  s i n k .  

* F r e q u e n t  u r i n a t i o n  i n  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s ,  o r  a t t e m p t s  
t o  u r i n a t e  w h i c h  r e s l u t  i n  n o t h i n g ,  o r  i n  j u s t  a  few drops.  
C a t s  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  w i l l  s q u a t  and s t r a i n  i n  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
p o s i t i o n .  U n f o r t u a n t e l y ,  t o o  many p e o p l e  m i s t a k e  t h i s  f o r  
c o n s t i p a t i o n  and g i v e  a  l a x a t i v e .  L a x a t i v e s  can k i l l  a  c a t  
whose u r e t h r a l  passage i s  b l o c k e d  by c a u s i n g  spasms w h i c h  :: 
can  b u r s t  an d i s t e n d e d  b l a d d e r .  

*T races  o f  b l o o d  i n  t h e  u r i n e ,  w h i c h  may be accompanied 
by a  s t r o n g ,  a m o n i a - l i k e  s m e l l .  T h i s  i s  caused by damage t o  
t h e  l i n i n g  o f  t h e  b l a d d e r  by t h e  c r y s t a l s .  

* L i s t l e s s n e s s  and p o o r  a p p e t i t e  i n  t h e  c a t .  and /o r  an 
e x c e s s i v e  t h i r s t .  

'Excessive l i c k i n g  o f  t h e  p e n i s  
L a t e r .  I f  t h e  i n f e c t i o n  becomes severe ,  o r  i f  t h e  

u r e t h r a b l o c k e d  by s tones" ,  t h e  c a t  w i l l  beonice u r e m i c  
and t h e  s i g n s  w i l l  be: 

V o m i t i n g  
D e p r e s s i o n  

* D e h y d r a t i o n ,  shown by sunken eyes & l o s s  o f  e l a s -  
t i s i t y  of  t h e  s k i n .  

* A  u r i n e - l i k e  o d o r  t o  t h e  b r e a t h  and mouth. 
On f e e l i n g  t h e  c a t ' s  abdomen, t h e  b l a d d e r  can  be 

f e l t  t o  be h a r d  and d i s t e n d e d  w i t h  a  s i z e  r a n g i n g  f r o m  t h a t  
o f  an egg t o  t h a t  o f  an orange . That  t h e  c a t  i s  i n  p a i n  w i l l  
become e v i d e n t  f r o m  h i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  e x p l o r a t i o n . (  Dr. 
Kovsky p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i n  h a n d l i n o  t h e  c a t  w h i l e  w e l l  vou 



s n o u i o  oe r a m i i i a r  w i i n  u s  o a s i c  anatomy - m e  o i a o o e r  i s  
t h e  o n l y  "mass" you s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  f e e l  i n  t h e  c a t ' s  

bdomen ) 

- Dangerous:  Once t h e  u r e t h r a  becomes b l o c k e d  and t h e  
c a t  c a n n o t  u r f n a t e ,  coma c o n v u l s i o n s ,  and d e a t h  w i l l  f o l l o w  
w i t h i n  a b o u t  48 hours .  I t  shou ld  a l s o  be r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  
c a t  s u f f e r s  p a i n  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  t h e  b l o c k a g e  b e g i n s  u n t i l  
coma s e t s  i n ,  and t h e  acu teness  o f  t h e  p a i n  i n c r e a s e s  h o u r l y  

Time i s  c r i t i c a l ,  and v e t e r i n a r y  a i d  must  b e g i n  q u i c k l y  
a f t e r  b l o c k a g e  o c c u r s ,  i f  t h e  c a t  i s  t o  have a  r e a s o n a b l e  
chance  o f  s u r v i v a l .  I f  t h e  case i s  n o t  b r o u g h t  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  
u n t i l  t h e  c a t  i s  comatose t h e  med ica l  chances o f  s a v i n g  h i s  
l i f e  a r e  l o w ,  s i n c e  t h e  damage done f r o m  u remia  and k i d n e y  
damage by  t h i s  s t a g e  a r e  u s u a l l y  b o t h  i r r e v e r s i b l e .  A n o t h e r  
h a z a r d  i s  t h a t  t h e  d i s t e n d e d  b l a d d e r  may r u p t u r e  and t h i s  
i s  u s u a l l y  f a t a l  s i n c e  t h e  c a t  i n  uremic c o n d i t i o n  se ldom 
s u r v i v e s  t h e  s u r g i c a l  r e p a i r .  

TREATMENT I N  THE HOSPITAL 

R e l i e f  o f  b l o c k s  e: I f  t h e  u r e t h r a  i s  b l o c k e d ,  
r e l i e f  i s  a b s o l u t e l y g e s s e n t i a l .  T h i s  u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e s  
a n e s t h e s i a  ( u n l e s s  t h e  c a t  i s  a l r e a d y  i n  a  coma) and a1- 
though  t h i s  does i n v o l v e  danger  because o f  t h e  c a t ' s  poor  
c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  no a l t e r n a t i v e .  Most  o f  t h e s e  b lockages  
y i e l d  t o  f l u s h i n g  by c a t h e t e r i z a t i o n  ( p a s s i n g  a  f i n e  t u b e )  
o f  t h e  u r e t h r a l  passage. The c a t h e t e r  may be sewn i n  
p l a c e  f o r  a  few days and a  r e s t r a i n  c o l l a r  b u t  o n  t h e  c a t  
t o  p r e v e n t  h im from removing t h e  c a t h e t e r .  Aga in ,  t h e  
chances o f  success a r e  d i r e c t l y  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  how q u i c k -  
l y  t h e  c a t  has been b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  v e t e r i n a r i a n .  

L a b o r a t o r y  Work: U r i n e  a n a l y s i s ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  
s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  c y s t i t i s ,  p l u s  b l o o d  a n a l y s i s  t o  measure 
t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  c a t  and t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  u remia  
p r e s e n t ,  t o g e t h e r  g i v e  t h e  v e t e r i n a r i a n  t h e  f a c t s  needed 
f o r  an a c c u r a t e  p r o q n o s i s  (med ica l  f o r e c a s t )  f o r  t h e  . - 
p a t i e n t .  

C u l t u r e  and s e n s i t i v i t y  t e s t i n g  o f  a  s t e r i l e  u r i n e  
sample w i l l  show what b a c t e r i a  - i f  a n y - -  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  and 
i n d i c a t e  t h e  p r e c i s e  a n t i b i o t i c  t o  be used  i n  t r e a t m e n t .  

Dr. Kovsky p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  l i t m u s  paper  t h a t  can 
i purchased  w i t h o u t  p r e s c r i p t i o n  a t  a  d r u g  s t o r e  i s  u s e f u l  

f n  t e s t i n g  t h e  a c i d i t y  o f  y o u r  c a t ' s  u r i n e  i f  i t  can be 
t r a i n e d  t o  go i n t o  an empty box o r  t h e  u r i n e  c o l l e c t e d  i n  
some o t h e r  manner. 

HYDRATION AND NUTRITION 
F l u i d  t h e r a o v  i s  i n d i c a t e d  when t h e  c a t  i s  d e v d r a t e d  . <  

o r  has been v o m i t i n g  e x t e n s i v e l y ,  s i n c e  most  u r e m i c c a t s  
w i l l  n o t  e a t  and u s u a l l y  canno t  keep f o o d  o r  w a t e r  down 
even a f t e r  s u r g i c a l  r e l i e f  o f  t h e  b lockage .  T h i s  c o n s i s t s  
o f  i n t r a v e n o u s  o r  subcutaneous i n j e c t i o n s  o f  l a r g e  volumes 
o f  s p e c i a l  f l u i d s  a t  r e g u l a r  and f r e q u e n t  i n t e r v a l s .  

F o r c e  f e e d i n g  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  used, once t h e  c a t  can 
keep  food down. T h i s  i s  done e i t h e r  o r a l l y  o r  by  an u l t r a -  
f i n e  t u b e  i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  stomach by way o f  a  n o s t r i l  o r  
mouth. 

The c a t  w i l l  be p u t  on a  s p e c i a l  d i e t .  The p r i m a r y  
o b j e c t i v e  w i l l  be t o  ensure  t h e  l o w e s t  p o s s i b l e  ash  c o n t e n t  
w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  a v a i l a b l e  n u t r i t i o n a l  v a l u e  f o r  t h e  c a t .  

V i t a m i n s  - e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  A  4 B v i t a m i n s  a r e  used t o  
a i d  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  bladderls,damaged l i n i n g .  V i t a m i n  C  
i s  u s e f u l  as a  u r i n a r y  a c i d i f i e r .  

- A n t i b i o t i c  t h e r a p y  w i l l  be s t a r t e d ,  n o t  o n l y  
t o  h i t  any b a c t e r i a  i n d e n t i f i e d  by c u l t u r e ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  
t a k e  c a r e  o f  o t h e r  i n f e c t i o n s  t h a t  may f l a r e  u p  i n  t h e  c a t ' s  
weakened c o n d i t i o n .  

Drugs c a l l e d  a c i d i f i e r s  w i l l  be used t o  make t h e  u r i n e  
a c i d .  A n t i s p a s m o t i c  d r u g s  a r e  o f t e n  used t o  r e i e v e  p a i n f u l  
spasums o f  t h e  u r e t h r a .  P a i n k i l l e r s  may be used, a l t h o u g h  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  many c a t s  do n o t  r e a c t  f a v o r a b l y  t o  t h e s e  
d r u g s  and seem t o  cope b e t t e r  w i t h o u t  them. S t i m u l a n t s  such 
as  c o r t i s o n e  may be used  t o  t r e a t  shock o r  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  
a p p e t i t e .  

HOME CARE INSTRUCTIONS 

The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  g e n e r a l  c a r e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t o  wh ich  
a y  be added s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  cases.  

Make s u r e  t h e  c a t  i s  u r i n a t i n g .  I n s p e c t  h i s  sand- 
box d a i l y ,  o r  d e v e l o p  some o t h e r  e f f e c t i v e  check  system 
o f  y o u r  own. T h i s  i s  v i t a l .  The box s h o u l d  be k e p t  c l e a n  
and .-hannod d a i l v .  

= G i v e  t h e  a n i t b i o t i c  u n t i l  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  r u n s  ou l  
* Use t h e  m e d i c a t i o n  as d i r e c t e d  t o  keep t h e  c a t ' s  

u r i n e  a c i d .  Many c a t  owners a r e  a b l e  t o  t e s t  t h e  a c i d i t y  
o f  t h e  c a t ' s  u r i n e  u s i n g  s p e c i a l  t e s t  paper  ( N i t r a z i n e )  
g e n e r a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  a t  d r u g  s t o r e s  and a d j u s t  t h e  a c i d i -  
f i e r  a c c o r d i n g l y .  

* G i v e  v i t a m i n  supplements a c c o r d i n g  t o  d i r e c t i o n s ,  
i f  t h e y  have  been p r e s c r i b e d  - V i t a m i n  C a l s o  a c i d i f i e s  
u r i n e .  

* D o n ' t  expose t h e  c a t  t o  any s t r e s s  s i t u a t i o n .  C o l d ,  
damp. e m o t i o n a l  s t r e s s  o r  sudden change i n  e n v i r o n m e n t  
a r e  a l l  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s t a r t  up a n o t h e r  c y s t i t i s  a t t a c k .  

*Encourage t h e  c a t  t o  e x e r c i s e .  T h i s  a p p l i e s  p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  t o  i n d o o r  c a t s ;  e i t h e r  t a k e  them f o r  w a l k s  o r  s e t  
up a  r e g u l a r  p l a y  p e r i o d .  

I f  s i g n s  of FUS appear  a g a i n ,  c a l l  t h e  v e t  a t  
once. 

DIET FOR POST FUS CASES 

The t y p e  o f  d i e t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a  c a t  t h a t  has been 
p u l l e d  t h r o u g h  an a c u t e  FUS a t t a c k  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  
As a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ,  any  f o o d  t h a t  p u t s  a  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  
m i n e r a l  b y - p r o d u c t  ( a s h )  t h r o u g h  t h e  k i d n e y s  can  l e a d  t o  
a n o t h e r  a t t a c k ,  so t h e  f i r s t  a im o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i e t  
i s  t o  a v o i d  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n .  

No f i s h  f o o d  o f  any  k i n d .  
* One meal e v e r y  second day o f  raw l i v e r ,  raw k i d -  

ney  o r  raw h e a r t  o r  a  good g rade  raw g round  b e e f .  Two 
t o  f o u r  ounces i s  s u f f i c i e n t  ( f o r  house c a t s )  

P i e c e s  o f  cooked c h i c k e n  p r o v i d e d  NO BONES a r e  
i n c l u d e d .  

* Canned f o o d s  - a b s o l u t e l y  NO FISH. Feed o n l y  meat  
t y p e  canned f o o d s .  A  l o w  ash c o n t e n t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t ,  
check  c a n  l a b l e s  f o r  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  and t r y  t o  buy  o n l y  
t h o s e  b r a n d s  show ing  a n  ash  c o n t e n t  o f  3.5% o r  l e s s .  I f  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t  o n  t h e  l a b l e  d o n ' t  buy  t h a t  b rand .  

* Egg y o l k s  a r e  good. Feed two o r  t h r e e  a  week i f  
p o s s i b l e .  

Tomato j u i c e  keeps t h e  u r i n e  a c i d  and many c a t s  
l o v e  i t .  

Whole wheat  c e r e a l ,  oatmeal ,  r i c e  and s p a g h e t t i  
a r e  a c c e p t a b l e  i t e m s  i n  t h i s  d i e t .  

Sma l l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  d r y  c a t  f o o d  a r e  a c c e p t a b l e  and 
h e l p  t o  keep t h e  c a t s ' s  t e e t h  c l e a n  b u t  be s u r e  t h e s e  a r e  
meat  t y p e  f o o d s  and n o t  f i s h  t ype ,  and t h a t  t h e  c a t  i s  
g e t t i n g  enough w a t e r .  No d r y  f o o d  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  s a f e s t  
a d v i c e  however .  

*Meat t y p e  baby f o o d s  a r e  a l s o  a c c e p t a b l e .  
G i v e  t h e  c a t  d i s t i l l e d  w a t e r  o n l y  t o  d r i n k . C y s t i t i s  

c a t s  s h o u l d  be g i v e n  as much w a t e r  as p o s s i b l e  and t h i s  
c a n  be a c h e i v e d  by  l i g h t l y  s a l t i n g  t h e i r  f o o d .  F o r c e  
f e e d i n g  by  s y r i n g e  o r  a d d i n g  w a t e r  o r  soups t o  t h e i r  f o o d  
my a l s o  h e l p .  

SPECIAL DIETS 

S e v e r a l  commerc ia l  p a c k i n g  houses have s p e c i a l  d i v i -  
s i o n s  w h i c h  f o r m u l a t e  and can s p e c i a l  d i e t s  f o r  p e t  s  
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s .  These a r e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
and a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n l y  f r o m  y o u r  vet .They c o s t  a p p r o x i -  
m a t e l y  t w i c e  no rma l  c a t  f o o d  b u t  a r e  h i g h l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
w e i g h t  f o r  w e i g h t .  

I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  c a t  owner u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
FUS i s  a  c h r o n i c  o r  l i f e t i m e  c o n d i t i o n ;  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  
v e t e r n i a r y  m e d i c i n e  f i n d s  a  d e f i n i t e  cause a n d / o r  a  c u r e ,  
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ack and sends h im home on  m e d i c a t i o n  o r  w i t h  s p e c i a l  

, t r u c t i o n s  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  you keep up t h e  med i -  
t - t f t ing and f o l l o w  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

SURGICAL TREATMENT 

There a r e  a  number o f  s u r g i c a l  techn iques  t h a t  can  
be a p p l i e d  t o  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  and t h e y  a r e  used i n  cases 
where b lockage  canno t  be r e l i e v e d  by f l u s h i n g  and c a t h e t -  
e r i z a t i o n ,  o r  i n  t h o s e  cases t h a t  have t o o  f r e q u e n t  r e c u r r -  
ences of b lockage  o r  t o  remove l a r g e  s t o n e s "  i n  t h e  b l a d d e r .  

It was p o i n t e d  o u t  however t h a t  i n  e x o t i c s ,  perhaps 
due t o  t h e  l a r g e r  s i z e  o f  t h e  c a t .  s u r g e r y  i s  seldom needed 
as f o r  whatever  reason  t h e s e  c a t s  do n o t  become b l o c k e d  as 
o f t e n . a s  a  domest i c  would. 

The t e c h n i q u e s  range  f rom removing p a r t  o f  t h e  u r e t h r a  
wh ich  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  u r e t h r a l  open ing  and t h u s  
reduces  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  b lockage ,  t o  abdominal s u r g e r y  t o  
open t h e  b l a d d e r  ( c y s t o t o m y )  sc rape  t h e  l i n i n g  and remove any 
s tones .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  none o f  t h e s  s u r g e r i e s  w i l l  c u r e  FUS 
b u t  t h e y  do reduce  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  b lockage  wh ich  i s  t h e  
most  dangerous a s p e c t  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n .  The percen tage  success 
o f  t h e s e  s u r g e r i e s  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  as more and more v e t e r i n a r i a n s  
become f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  techn iques .  

PROGNOSIS AND RECURRENCES 

I f  t h e  c a t  i s  d i s c o v e r e d  t o  be i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s tages  
o f  c y s t i t i s  i t  may be p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  v e t  t o  c l e a r  up t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  i n i t i a l  t r e a t m e n t s .  O ther  cases a r e  b r o u g h t  
l a t e  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and these  have a  tendency t o  be c h r o n i c .  
However, t h e  c a t  t h a t  has been p u l l e d  t h r o u g h  an a c u t e  a t t a c k  
o f  c y s t i t i s  has a  good chance of  l e a d i n g  a  happy, f u l l - t e r m  
l i f e  w i t h  m i n i m a l  c h o k e  o f  r e c u r r e n c e s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  v e t s  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  c l o s e l y  f o l l o w e d  and t h e  c a t  i s  c a r e f u l l y  
watched by t h e  owner. I f  t h e  k i d n e y s  have been damaged by 
t h e  ep isode ,  t h e  c a t  w i l l  need s p e c i a l  ca re .  

Chron ic  cases  may have t o  s - t a y  on m e d i c a t i o n  f o r  
t h s  a t  a  t i m e  and sometimes f o r  l i f e  t o  p r e v e n t  r e c u r -  

G e t t i n g  H o t i  s t a r t e d  a  whole new w o r l d  f o r  o u r  
f a m i l y .  We had no i d e a  what  we would r e c e i v e  f r o m  t h e  
zoo. We had o n l y  seen one G e o f f r o y s  c a t ,  t h a t  was t h e  
l i g h t  c o l o r e d  v a r i e t y .  We l l ,  we r e c e i v e d  two Geof f roys  
t h a t  were j u s t  t h e  c o l o r a t i o n  and s t r i p p e d / s p o t t e d  
as a  margay. We were s u r p r i s e d  and e x t r e m e l y  happy. 

L i n d a  T u r n e r  f rom t h e  zoo t o l d  us t h e  k i t t e n s  were 
e a t i n g  zupreem and baby c h i c k s .  We had no i n t e n t i o n  o f  
f e e d i n g  baby c h i c k s  t o  any c a t  so we had t o  change a  
l i t t e l  o f  t h e i r  d i e t .  T h e s e k i t t e n s  r e a l l y  went t h r o u g h  
t h e  m i l l  t h a t  f i r s t  week. 

On Tuesday t h e y  were v a c c i n a t e d  f o r  sh ipment  and 
p l a c e d  i n  t h e i r  cage. On Wednesday t h e y  were taken  f rom 
t h e i r  snug home and p l a c e  i n  an a i r  c a r r i e r  a t  6 AM. We 
p i c k e d  them up  a t  2:30 PM a f t e r  t h e i r  f l i g h t .  What an 
o r d e a l !  From t h e r e  we t o o k  t h e  k i t t e n s  t o  E t h e l  Hauser ' s  
v e t e r i n a r y  f o r  a  l o o k - s e e "  and s e t  up an appo in tment  
f o r  dec law ing .  Tha t  even ing  OEEFC had a  speakout  so t h e  

ds were w i t h  us.  We loaded  up E t h e l ' s  c a t s  and t h e  
tens  f o r  t h e  show a n d  o f f  we went. 

-- 
E a r l y  t h e  n e x t  morn ing ,  E t h e l ' s  son t o o k  t h e  k i t t e n s  

t o  t h e  v e t .  On F r i d a y  a f t e r  ano ther  speakout  we went t o  
t h o l e  t n  n o t  nil.. no- H A  

m n e i  nao Dougnr one o f  t h e  k i t t e n s  f rom us so we 
had t o  p i c k  w h i c h  we wanted. The v e t e r i n a r y  had separ -  
a t e d  t h e  k i t t e n s  and p l a c e d  c o l l a r s  on  them w h i l e  t h e y  
were s t i l l  under  so he had a l s o  d e c i d e d  wh ich  was a  
b e t t e r  companion. They gave us t h e  b e t t e r  n a t u r e d  o f  t h e  
two  because t h i s  was o u r  f i r s t  e x o t i c  and we have two 
c h i l d r e n ,  ages 9  & 10 y e a r s .  

The c h i l d r e n  had s t a y e d  home w h i l e  we were g e t t i n g  
t h e  k i t t e n  - w a i t i n g  on  t h e i r  new b r o t h e r " .  A t  E t h e l ' s  
we p l a c e d  l e a s h e s  on t h e  k i t t e n s  so someone had t o  p u t  
t h e i r  hand i n t o  t h e  c a r r i e r s  w i t h  t h e s e  l i t t e l  s p i t f i r e s  
W i t h  t h e k i d s  a t  home and t h e  w a r r i o r  mother  t h a t  I am, 
I d i d  i t .  H o t i  n a i l e d  me a f t 4 e r  I g o t  h im and T a t t o o "  
was a  s p i t f i r e  t o o  b u t  d i d n ' t  b i t e .  When we g o t  H o t i  
home, he1 l e t  u s  know he was n o t  happy w i t h  h i s  o r d e a l  
so we l e t  h im s l e e p  i t  o f f .  

T h a t  a f t e r n o o n  J a c k i e  X Denn is  Vanderwa l l  came o v e r  
t o  meet  t h e  l i t t l e  s w e e t h e a r t .  A l l  went  w e l l  and we a l s o  
had a  n i c e  c h a t  a b o u t  d i e t ,  v i t a m i n s ,  and g e n e r a l  c a r e .  
A f t e i -  t h e y  l e f t  we d e c i d e d  toremove t h e  bandages and 
see how i t  wou ld  go.  

By t h i s  t i m e ,  m ind  you. I had 3 wouAds and Chuck 
had as many. One l a s t  b i t e  came d u r i n g  t h e  remova l .  We 
had one mad k i d  now, n o t  t h a t  I blame him, c o n s i d e r i n g  
h i s  l i f e  f r o m  Tuesday t o  Sa tu rday .  Once we removed t h e  
bandages, he was u p s e t  f o r  abou t  5 m i n u t e s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  
t i m e  he h i s s e d  s p a t ,  c lawed and jumped a t  Chuck & I. 
A l l  o f  a  sudden i t  h i t  h im t h a t  h i s  f e e t  were f r e e  and 
he q u i e t e d  down a l m o s t  immed iea te ly .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  we 
p l a c e d  h im i n  h i s  c a r r i e r .  By t h e  t i m e  an h o u r  was 
o v e r  I had my hand i n  t h e  c a r r i e r  p e t t i n g  him w i t h  o n l y  
a  h a l f - h e a r t e d  h i s s .  By bed t i m e  I c o u l d  p e t  h im b a r e  
handed w i t h o u t  a  h i s s ,  s p i t  o r  b i t e .  

E a r l y  Sunday m o r n i n g  Chuck woke u p  t o  t h e  sounds 
o f  H o t i  s i n g i n g  o r  wha tever  i t  was. From then  on he has 
been a  l i t t l e  ange l .  He began e a t i n g  w e l l  and i s  i n  
good h e a l t h .  On Monday we t o o k  h im t o  o u r  v e t  f o r  a  once 
o v e r  f o r  f l e a s ,  e a r  m i t e s  and good g o i n g  o v e r .  We t o o k  
h im everywhere  we went .  i n  h i s  c a r r i e r .  He a d j u s t e d  
p r e t t y  w e l l  as l o n g  as t h e  c a r r i e r  was covered.  

We f o u n d  o u t  Tuesday morn ing  what he l i k e d  and 
d i d n ' t  l i k e .  When he was mad he shredded paper.  By t h i s  
t i m e  he was removed f r o m  t h e  c a r r i e r  d u r i n - g  t h e  day and 
p l a c e d  on a  l e a s h  connec ted  t o : t h e  sew ing  machine. 

T h i s  g o t  h im used t o  peop le ,  r a d i o ,  TV and f o o t  t r a f f i c -  

You mus t  remember t h e  o r d e a l  t h i s  k i t t e n  went t h r o u g h  
He was e l e v e n  weeks o l d  when we r e c e i v e d  h im and a t  t h r e e  
months (12  weeks) he was a t  h i s  f i r s t  " speakou t "  as a  " 

"Show c a t  . T h i s  was a  r e a l  good show and he behaved p e r -  
f e c t l y .  He even had h i s  f i r s t  b a t h  w i t h  no h i s s i n g .  

Chuck & G i n g e r  P e t e r s o n  

Odors in Rug? 
Hav ing  t r o u b l e  w i t h  odors  caused by " a c c i d e n t s "  

on c a r p e t i n g ?  A  r u g  c l e a n i n g  f i r m  sugges ts  t h e  f o l l o w -  
i n a :  - 

Cover t h e  o d o r - i n f e c t e d  a rea  w i t h  a l a y e r  o f  t a b l e  
s a l t  a t  l e a s t  one h a l f  i n c h  t h i c k .  Leave on  a  day o r  
two t h e n  vacuum up. Do be s u r e  t o  empty t h e  vacuum bag 
i m m e d i a t e l y  and w ipe  o f f  any  p a r t s  t h a t  have come i n  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  s a l t .  S a l t  can a l s o  be p u t  on damp 
s p o t s  j u s t  a f t e r  an a c c i d e n t .  Sponging w i t h  c l u b  soda 
w i l l  sometimes remove such odors... the sooner used  t h e  
b e t t e r .  



FELINE CLUB 
MEETING REPORT 

OEEFC ended 1979 w i t h  Chr i s tmas  P a r t y  a t  E t h e l  & 
A l a n  Hauser ' s .  I t was w e l l  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  Jon Dyer p l a y i n g  
San ta  C1 aus. 

The January  m e e t i n g  was t h e  I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  O f f i c e r s  
Banquet  h e l d  a t  Lung Fung's  R e s t u a r a n t .  1980 O f f i c e r s  
were  i n s t a l l e d .  

C o o r d i n a t o r  - Jon Dyer 
CoCoord ina to r  - Herb W i l t o n  
SecfTreas.  - Barbara M i l t o n  
Ways & Means - Pa t  Parker  
P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  - E t h e l  Hauser 
Telephone Comm. - L o u i s e  Jenny 

- L i z  W i l t o n  
L i b r a r i a n -  G inger  P e t e r s o n  - Very  l i t t l e  bus iness  was d iscussed ,  b u t  a  good t i m e  

was had b y  a l l .  

The F e b r u a r y  Guest Meet ing  was h e l d  a t  t h e  Hauser ' s  
i n  Vancouver, Wash. T h i s  was t h e  l a r g e s t  t u r n o u t  we 've  
had f o r  some t i m e  - b o t h  members and g u e s t s .  

Jon Dyer c a l l e d  t h e  meet ing  t o  o r d e r  and p r e s e n t e d  
E t h e l  w i t h  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  p laque  wh ich  w i l l  g r a c e  h e r  
w a l l s  f o r  1  year ,  then  go on t o  Jon. We a l s o  had a  t a g  
added t o  h e r  p a s t  c o o r d i n a t o r  p laque  wh ich  i s  h e r s  t o  
keep. 

B a r b a r a  W i l t o n  gave t h e  T r e a s u r e r ' s  r e p o r t .  Here was 
t h e  b i g  news. J a c k i e  Vanderwal l  announced OEEFC has p u r -  
chased a  Video C a s s e t t e  Recorder wh ich  we w i l l  s e l l  
r a f f l e  t i c k e t s  on w i t h  t h e  d raw ing  t o  be a t  t h e  1980 
c o n v e n t i o n .  T i c k e t s  w i l l  be $1.00 w i t h  f r e e  t i c k e t s  
a v a i l a b l e  on  volume s a l e s .  A l l  p r o f i t  t o  go t o  t h e  LIOC 
N a t i o n a l  General  Fund. 

J a c k i e  a l s o  announce t h e  Washington Park Zoo i n  P o r t -  
l a n d  i s  i n  need o f  v o l u n t e e r s  and/or  moneta ry  c o n t r i b u -  
t i o n s .  She had a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

LIOC has r e c e i v e d  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a  Zoo management 
c o n f e r e n c e  i n  Winston,  Ore. on May 4, 5, & t t h .  T h i s  i s  
where t h e  c h e e t a h  who a t t e n d e d  o u r  Conven t ion  was f rom.  

E t h e l  gave a  r e p o r t  on t h e  up-coming speakou ts  and 
had a  c o u p l e  of new members o f f e r  t o  h e l p .  One i s  a  b i g  
n i g h t  show f o r  t h e  S h r i n e r s  and one a  Sa tu rday  a f t e r -  
noon a t  t h e  H i l l s b o r o  L i b r a r y .  E t h e l  a l s o  gave a  r e p o r t  
on  H y b r i d s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  many gues ts .  

Jean Morton,  a  member who works f o r  t h e  zoo,,read 
a  paper  she d i d  on t h e  b a b i e s  a t  t h e  zoo n u r s e r y .  Jean 
i s  an e x t r e m e l y  t a l e n t e d  a u t h o r  (amatuer )  and we c o u l d  
a l m o s t  see t h e  baby l i o n  and t i g e r  p l a y i n g  t o g e t h e r .  

Ken H a t f i e l d  was i n  Oregon a g a i n  on bus iness  and 
he gave us an i n t e r e s t i n g  r e p o r t  on t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
s a l t  i n  t h e  c a t s  d i e t .  A l t h o '  we feed  p r o t e i n ,  i t  i s  
n o t  who le  as i n  t h e  w i l d  and we add v i t a m i n s ,  c a l c i u m .  
phosphorus,  b u t  most peop le  o v e r l o o k  t h e  need f o r  s a l t .  
The necks,  e t c .  we f e e d  have been b l e d  o u t  f o r  human 

nsumpt ion ,  r e d u c i n g  t h e  s a l t  c o n t e n t .  I n  t h e  w i l d  
ey  may n o t  have a  b lanced  d i e t  i n  t h e  w i l d ,  b u t  t h e y  

~ r f ~  g e t  s a l t  by e a t i n g  t h e  whole ca rcass  and h i d e .  S a l t  
w i l l  a l s o  make t h e  s t o o l  a  l i t t l e  s o f t e r .  He recommends 
w e  a d d  < a 1  t a t  n ~ n v u  man1 Un a d d *  1 1 h  tn a u r a v i i t  1 0 . 1  h- 

o t  v i t a m i n s .  The s a l t  w i l l  a l s o  i n c r e a s e  w a t e r  consumpt ion 
and u r i n a t i o n  wh ich  keeps down b a c t e r i a l  i n f e c t i o n  i n  t h e  
k i d n e y s .  He s a i d  r e g u l a r  t a b l e  s a l t ,  p l a i n  o r  i o d i z e d  was 
f i n e .  

P a t  P a r k e r  announced t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  i n v e n t o r y  j o b  
coming up w h i c h  we can  do i f  we g e t  enough v o l u n t e e r s .  
They w i l l  pay $3.15 p e r  h o u r / p e r  person.  The l a s t  one 
we h e l p e d  on earned  us $110.00. 

We t h e n  had  a show and t e l l  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  o u r  
g u e s t s .  Jon Dyer  spoke on t h e  chaus; Dianne Graham 
showed h e r  baby o c e l o t ,  Sug ( s h o r t  f o r  Sugar)  f r o m  t h e  
Hauser Compound. Chuck & G i n g e r  Pe te rson  showed t h e i r  
two G e o f f r o y s ,  t h e y  r e c e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  t h e  female, Banshee 
so H o t i  w i l l  be happy. Pa t  P a r k e r  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  Jag-  
u a r u n d i ,  we a r e  s t i l l  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  fema le  companion f o r  
Yaqu i .  S h e r r i  ( c l o u d e d  l e o p a r d )  had b e e n a t t e n d a n c e  a l l  
a f t e r n o o n  i n  h e r  s a f a r i  cage so J a c k i e  Vanderwa l l  gave 
a  r e p o r t  on Clouded Leopards.  E t h e l  t h e n  b r o u g h t  i n  Reno, 
h e r  Leopard Cat  and Chuck P e t e r s o n  gave a  r e p o r t  on 
margays. Herb W i l t o n  d i d  n o t  b r i n g  Budget cougar  i n  b u t  
d i d  pose h e r  f o r  p i c t u r e s  a f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g  

Our d o l l a r  p o o l  w i n n e r  was a  gues t ,  ~ a y ~ r e e d .  On 
o u r  d o l l a r  r a f f l e ,  Mary Parker  won a  p i c t u r e  o f  a  l i o n  
w i t h  a  c l o c k  i n  i t  and Donna McDonald won a  l a r g e  
decopauge p i c t u r e  o f  a  cheetah.  We thank  C l a u d i a  C a r v e r  
f o r  t h e s e  d o n a t i o n s .  We a l s o  had s e v e r a l  s m a l l e r  i t e m s  
on  2 5 t  t i c k e t s .  The m e e t i n g  was adjourned.  

Barbara  W i l  t on ,  S e c r e t a r y  

PREPARATION CAN 
LESSEN TRAGEDY 

I n  Oregon and a l s o  i n  Massachuse t ts  t h e  Humane 
S o c i e t i e s  a r e  u r g i n g  homes w i t h  p e t s  t o  p u t  a  s i g n  i n  
t h e  f r o n t  window t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e ' s  a  p e t  l o c k e d  
i n s i d e .  

I t ' s  been two y e a r s  now s i n c e  o u r  home burned  down 
t a k i n g  w i t h  i t  f i v e  o f  my l i t t l e  c a t s .  I ' v e  meant t o  
w r i t e  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  b u t  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  b e a r  t o  do tt. 

When we moved t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  I began t o  w o r r y  
a b o u t  a  f i r e .  We have a  w e l l  b u t  no c l o s e  w a t e r  l i n e  
so I knew w a t e r  would be b r o u g h t  i n  by t a n k e r .  Grass 
f i r e s  have a l w a y s  been my f e a r ,  more so t h a n  a  house 
f i r e .  Anyway, I c a l l e d  on  t h e  f i r e  c h i e f  and asked h im 
t o  d r i v e  o u t  t o  see t h e  fa rm.  I wanted h im t o  know a b o u t  
t h e  c a t s ;  t h a t  t h e y  were caged i n  r u n s  n e a r  t h e  house. 
I t o l d  him t h a t  I wanted t h e  c a t  house t o  g e t  t h e  f i r s t  
w a t e r  - l i t t l e  knowing what would happen, t h i n k i n g  o f  
g r a s s  f i r e s .  

When t h e  t r u c k s  came r o a r i n g  down t h e  r o a d  t h e  
house s u d d e n l y  b l e w  up. There was no s a v i n g  t h e  l i t t l e  
auvs  i n s i d e  b u t  t h e  c l e f  had w a t e r  on t h e  c a t  house 
sohe 4 0 f e e t  away f r o m  t h e  f l a m i n g  i n f e r n o .  

The f i r e  s t a r t e d  a b o u t  ?:30 PM and t h e  f i r e  dep t .  
k e p t  wa tch  o v e r  t h e  c a t s  u n t i l  a b o u t  3:30 AM. The c a t s  
i n  t h e  o u t s i d e  r u n s  were saved t h a n k s  t o  t h e  f i r e  c h i e f  
k e e p i n g  t h e  kenne l  we t  and g e t t i n g  t h e r e  so q u i c k l y .  

The s i g n  need n o t  say whether  i t s  an o c e l o t  o r  
a  dog, b u t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  f i r e , r e s c u e r s  wou ld  know 
y o u r  p e t  i s  i n s i d e .  A l s o  a  c a r d  i n  y o u r  w a l l e t  l e t t i n g  
f o l k s  know you  have p e t s  s h o u l d  you be h o s p i t a l i z e d  
u n e x p e c t e d l y ,  wou ld  a l e r t  someone t o  feed y o u r  charges .  
I f  o n l y  t h e  humane s o c i e t y  o r  SPCA, b e t t e r  y e t  a  
n e i g h b o r ' s  name o r  a  f r i e n d  t h a t  can be c a l l e d  upon. 

The p e t ' s  name, v e t ' s  'name & phone number, what 
t o  f e e d  him b u t  mos t  i m p o r t a n t ,  a  number o f  a n o t h e r  
LIOC member s h o u l d  be i n c l u d e d .  

REMEMBER, y o u r  c a t  i s  y o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

E t h e l  Hauser 



In ternat iona l  Convention 
The following i s  a  l i s t  of t he  c a t s  p re sen t ly  l i s t e d  

as endangered in t he  In t e rna t iona l  Convention on Trade in  
Endangered Species ,  a s  l i s t e d  i n  t he  April 3rd Federal 
Regis ter .  The Department of I n t e r i o r  has asked t h a t  pro- 
posals  f o r  changes o r  add i t i ons  t o  the  l i s t i n g  (a11 s p e c i e s )  
be reviewed in  prepara t ion  f o r  t he  1981 meeting of t he  
Convention. The Convention i s  a 59 nat ion  t r e a t y n c o n t r o l l i n g  
import and expor t  of endangered animals and p l an t s .  

Animals a r e  l i s t e d  in  one Of th ree  appendices.  Append- 
i c e s  I  and I1 may be amended only by agreement of t he  Par ty  
na t ions .  

Comments and recommended changes should be sen t  t o  
Dr. Richard L .  Jachowski, Off ice  of t he  S c i e n t i f i c  Author i ty ,  
U.S. Fish E Wildl i fe  Se rv i ce ,  Washington,D.C. 20240 p r i o r  
t o  June 3 ,  1980. 

SPECIES COMMON NAME APPENDIX LISTED 

F e l l s  bengalens is  bengalensis-Leopard Cat I  7/1/75 
F. Caracal (Asian Popula t ion)  Caracal I  2/4/77 
F.Concolor coryi  Fl a  .Puma I  7/1/75 
F.concolor c o s t a r i c e n i s  Costa Rica Puma I  7/1/75 
F.concolor cougar Eastern Cougar I  7/1/75 
F.Jacobi t a  Andean Cat I  7/1/75 
F . rufa  escuinapae Mexican bobcat I  7/1/75 
F. marmorata Marbled Cat I  7/1/75 
F. n i g r i p e s  Blackfooted c a t  I  7/1/75 
F. p a r d a l i s  mearnsi Ocelot I  7/1/75 
F  p a r d a l i s  m i t i s  Brazi l ian  o c e l o t  I 7/1/75 
F.Plantceps Flat-headed c a t  I  7/1/75 
F.rubiginosa ( Indian  ) Rusty spot ted  c a t  I  2/4/77 
F. temminicki Asian golden c a t  I  7/1/75 
F. t i g r i n a  o n c i l l a  Tiger  c a t  I  7/1/75 
F.wiedii nicaraguae Central  American 

Margay I  7/1/75 
F.wiedii s a l v i n i a  Guatemalan margay I  7/1/75 
F-yagouaroundi cacomi t l i  Gulf coas t  .a 11 r. 

jaguarundl I 7/1/75 
yagouaroundi f o s s a t a  Guatemalan 

jaguarundi I  7/1/75 
yagouaroundi panamensis Panamanian - Jaguarundi I  7/1/75 

F.yagouaroundi t o l t e c a  Sinaloan jaguardndi I  7/1/75 
Neofel i s  nebulosa Clouded leopard I  7/1/75 
Panthera l e o  pers ica  Indian l i o n  I 7/1/75 
Pantera onca Jaguar I  7/1/75 
P .  pardus Leopard I  7/1/75 
P .  t i g r i s  (except  

P . t i g r i s  a l t a i c a )  Tiger I  7/1/75 
P.unica Snow leopard I  7/1/75 
Acinonyx jubatus  Cheetah I  7/1/75 

This i s  not  t he  U.S. l i s t i n g  but t he  In t e rna t iona l  L i s t i n g ,  
which t h e  U.S. agrees  t o  but may expand upon. The d a t e  
i s  t h e  d a t e  i t  was put on t h e  In t e rna t iona l  l i s t ,  not  t he  
U.S. l i s t  which f o r  t h e  most pa r t  went i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  1972. 

Appendix I  inc ludes  spec i e s  threatened by e x t i n c t i o n  t h a t  
may be threa tened by t r ade .  Appendix I1 inc ludes  spec i e s  
t h a t  al though not neces sa r i l y  threatened with e x t i n c t i o n  may 
become so  unless  t r a d e  i s  s t r i c t l y  con t ro l l ed .  Appendix I11 

inc ludes  spec i e s  t h a t  any par ty  nat ions  i d e n t i f i e s  a s  being 
s u b j e c t  t o  r egu la t ion  wi th in  i t s  j u r i s d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  purpose 
of of r e s t r i c t i n g  e x p l o i t a t i o n  and f o r  which i t  needs pa r ty  
members coopera t ion .  

Leopardsso that Linda > canLookLuxu 

kt's hope the Leopard ~eaps r a  
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LEGALITIES 
A b a t t l e  i s  developing between t h e  Department of 

I n t e r i o r  and the  Department of Commerce over which agency 
should have con t ro l  over endangered s p e c i e s ,  marine a n i -  
ma l s ,  migra tory  fowl and anadromous ( f i s h  t h a t  migra te  
up r i v e r )  f i s h .  

A s s i s t a n t  Sec re t a ry  of I n t e r i o r  Robert Herbst  
appeared before  t h e  National Advisory Committee on Ocean 
and Atmosphere on February 14th  regarding the  I n t e r i o r ' s  
views on t h e  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
t i o n  Organic Act. Mr. Herbst  s t a t e d  t o  NACOA ( a  Dept. 
o f  Commerce adv i so ry  committee) I  have developed and 
forwarded to Sec re t a ry  Andrus a  p roposa l ,  inc luding d r a f t  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  would propose t h a t  t h e  National Marine 
F i s h e r i e s  Se rv i ce  should be i n t e r g r a t e d  with t h e  Fish and 
W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce  (FSW) and t h e  new agency housed in  t h e  
Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r .  This would p lace  toge the r  a11 
f i s h ,  marine mammals, endangered spec i e s  and h a b i t a t  
p r o t e c t i o n .  In o t h e r  words, most of t h e  f i s h a n d  wi ld-  
l i f e  a c t i v i t i e s  would come under one agency. 

The Department of Commerce i s  responding with v io-  
l e n t  oppos i t i on  a s  expected.  Top o f f i c i a l s  a r e  meeting 
wi th  key members of Congress sugges t ing  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  
would do j u s t  t h e  oppos i t e  of t h a t  suggested by I n t e r i o r  
and c o n s o l i d a t e  t he  programs under NOAA. Some top Comm- 
e r c e  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  even c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  of 
Robert Herbst  and Lynn Greenwalt. Direc tor  o f  Fish E 
W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c s .  Inasmuch a s  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  
Andrus i s  not t h e  most popular member of t h i s  Administra- 
t i o n  i n  t h e  eyes of many key s e n a t o r s ,  t h i s  cont roversy  
could e s c a l a t e  i n t o  a  major l e g i s l a t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  
could have c r i t i c a l  and s i g n i f i c a n t  impact on zoologica l  
i n t e r e s t s .  

Reprinted from AAZPA Newsletter. 

On January  1 5 t h ,  t h e  Department o f  Agr i cu l tu re  (DOA] 
Animal and P lan t  Inspect ion  Service  published i n  t h e  
Federal  R e g i s t e r  a  f i n a l  rulemaking which wi l l  t e rmina te  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of b i r d s  i l l e g a l l y  imported i n t o  t h e  U.S. 
E f f e c t i v e  t h a t  d a t e ,  a l l  b i rd s  i n  a  hea l thy  cond i t i on  
which a r e  i l l e g a l l y  imported may now be so ld  a t  pub l i c  
auc t ion .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  i l l e g a l l y  imported b i r d s  were 
des t royed due t o  inadequate quarant ine  f a c i l i t i e s .  

I t  should be noted t h a t  endangered spec i e s  o r  t h rea i  
ened s p e c i e s  w i l l  a l s o  be allowed e n t r y  under t h e  new reg-  
u l a t i o n s .  Although t h e  new regu la t ions  r e s t r i c t  t h e  s a l e  
of such b i r d s  t o  p r i v a t e  i nd iv idua l s ,  t h e  b i r d s  a r e  e l i g -  
i b l e  t o  be t r anspor t ed  t o  permanent qua ran t ine  f a c i l i t i e s  
Such permanent f a c i l i t i e s  may inc lude  zoologica l  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  des igna ted  by t h e  Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r .  

Under a  proposed change i n  t h e  animal ' s  s t a t u s  under 
Federal  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  hungers who shoot leopards  could 
b r ing  t h e  s k i n s  back t o  t h e  U.S. 

The US Fish  6 Wild l i f e  Service  s a i d  i t  wants t o  
downgrade t h e  big c a t ' s  s t a t u s  from endangered t o  
t h rea t ened .  Commercial t r a d e  would s t i l l  be banned, but 
s p o r t  hun te r s  could br ing  back t roph ie s  and zoos could 
import l eopa rds .  The w i l d l i f e  s e r v i c e  s a i d  t h a t  t h r e e  
s e p a r a t e ,  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  showed t h a t  leopards  were 
' f a i r l y  abundant and widely d i s t r i b u t e d  in  Af r i ca .  

An update  f o r  you in  regards  t o  obta in ing an e x o t i c  
animal permit  f o r  Multnomah County, Oregon. The only 
change t h a t  has been made i s  i n  t h e  f e e .  I t  was r a i s e d  (doubled)  on J u l y  1 ,  1979. I t  i s  now $50.00 
per yea r  f o r  each f a c i l i t y ,  r ega rd l e s s  of t h e  number 
of animals.  I f  i t  doubles every y e a r ,  p r e t t y  soon i t  
w i l l  c o s t  you more f o r  t he  permit  than t h e  c a t .  Do 
you suppose t h a t  i s  what they have in mind.?? 

According t o  Animal Control ,  t h e r e  a r e  p re sen t ly  only 
4  permi ts  i s s u e  f o r  1980 and 10 a p p l i c a t i o n s  on f i l e .  
A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h o r n  2-a n m m a  <a- - - - + a -  - - A -  



P a t  Q u i l l e n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  Gensie o n c i l l a  has d e l i v e r e d  
a  ma le  k i t .  T h i s  i s  LIOC's 1 s t  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  domest i c .  
b o r n  o n c i l l a ,  b o t h  p a r e n t s  b e i n g  b red  b y  LIOC members. T h i s  
i s  a c t u a l l y  G e n s i e ' s  second d e l i v e r y  b u t  t h e  f i r s t ,  a  s e t  
~f t w i n s  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s .  

SWEETHEART, s e n i o r  Leopard c a t  a t  t h e  home o f  J a c k i e  
C h i l d r e s s ,  d e l i v e r e d  a  r e c o r d  b r e a k i n g  l i t t e r  o f  
f i v e  boys ..... l a s t  r e p o r t  had mother  & k i t s  d o i n g  
we1 1. 

And, f r o m  t h e  H a t f i e l d s ,  one o c e l o t  k i t  w i t h  more due 
s h o r t l y ;  2 j a g u a r s  and 4 G e o f f r e y  k i t s .  

O f  course ,  S p r i n g  b e i n g  what i t  i s ,  t h e  zoos 
have a l s o  been h a v i n g  t h e i r  share  o f  new f a c e s  and we 
t h o u g h t  i t  would be o n l y  f a i r  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e i r  accomp- 
l i s h m e n t s  i n  t h e  a rea  o f  b r e e d i n g s  a l s o .  

The Royal Melbourne Z o o l o g i c a l  Gardens have 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  b r e d  2 bobca ts ,  a  c a r a c a l  and two  l e o p a r d  
c a t s .  And t h e  Los Angeles Zoo had a  s i n g l e  b i r t h  o f  
a  m a r b l e d  c a t  wh ich  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e .  

You m i g h t  a l s o  what  t o  check i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
a c q u i s i t i o n s  a t  these  zoos: A  p a i r  o f  Snow Leopards  have 
been added t o  t h e  D a l l a s  Zoo; a  p a i r  o f  c a r a c a l s ,  a  
S i b e r i a n  Lynx and a  c louded  l e o p a r d  a r e  now i n  r e s i d e n c e  
a t  t h e  Memphis Zoo; and C i n c i n n a t i  zoo has b r e d  a  l i t t e r  
of t h r e e  b l a c k  j a g u a r s  and has a c q u i r e d  a  p a i r  o f  Rus ty  
S p o t t e d  c a t s .  and t h e  Jackson Z o o l o g i c a l  Park has added 
a  b l a c k  j a g u a r  t o  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n .  

I F  A  CAT'S EARS SEEM TO BE MORE ACTIVE THAN THOSE 
OF OTHER ANIMALS, I T ' S  BECAUSE EACH EAR CONTAINS 
30 MUXLES , E N A B L I N G T H E C A T  T?TWITCH, STIFFEN, 

Editorial 
I t ' s  n o t  o f t e n  I g e t  on  my soap box b u t  a ! r e c e n t  

a r t i c l e  i n  a  new magazine c a l l e d  GEO b y  o u r  o l d  nemesis 
Roger Caras has a g a i n  b r o u g h t  e x o t i c  owners some bad 
PR. 

The a r t i c l e  i s  abou t  those  who keep e x o t i c  a n i m a l s  
a s  p e t s ,  a l a d y  and h e r  t i g e r ,  who p r e f e r s  h im ( t h e  t i g e r )  
t o  men - h e ' s  more r e l i a b l e .  A b u f f a l o  whose owner i s  
Amer ican and what i s  more American t h a n  a  b u f f a l o ?  Yes 
I must  a d m i t  t h a t  Mr. Caras d i d  s t a t e  t h a t  some i n d i v i d -  
u a l s  have c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t l y  t o  o u r  knowledge o f  some 
s p e c i e s  b y  t h e i r  keep ing  e x o t i c  p e t s  and he p o i n t e d  o u t  
some n o t a b l e  examples. B u t  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t  t h e  a r t i c l e  
made e x o t i c  owners o u t  t o  be w e i r d  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  s e a r c h  
o f  a  "see me" badge; something t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  
were i n d i v i d u a l s  and n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  crowd,  someth ing  t h a t  
s e t s  them a p a r t .  

' A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  a r t i c l e d  s i t e d  some t r a g i c  a c c i d e n t s  
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  k e e p i n g  t h e  l a r g e r  animals....some y e a r s  i n  
t h e  p a s t .  

The g r o u p  who was f o o l i s h  enough t o  speak t o  Mr. 
Caras ( I ' m  s u r e  i n  hopes o f  good p u b l i c i t y )  d e n i e s  some o f  
h i s  a c c u s a t i o n s ,  and f e e l s  t h a t  t h e y  were m i s t r e a t e d .  

Aga in  i t  must  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a l l  r e p o r t e r s ,  nay 
l e t s  g i v e  them t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  d o u b t  and say most ,are 
o u t  f o r  t h e  s t o r y  and w i l l  p r i n t  what w i l l  g a i n  t h e  most  
a t t e n t i o n  - t h a t  i s  t h e i r  j o b .  Un less  i t  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  
o r d i n a r y ,  t h e  f u t h e r  o u t  t h e  b e t t e r ,  i t  i s  n o t  newsworthy.  
They may o m i t  l i t t l e  t i d b i t s ,  p i c k i n g  up t h e  most  l u d i c r o u s  
e x c e p t i o n a l  and c o l o r f u l ,  making i t  seem t h e  most  u s u a l .  

P l e a s e  be warned a g a i n ,  and a g a i n ,  where t h e  p r e s s  i s  
concerned .  Be c a r e f u l  what you say i t  c o u l d  show u p  i n  
p r i n t ,  o u t  o f  c o n t e x t  t o  be sure,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i n  p r i n t  
T h i s  does us no  good. They w i l l  n o t  g i v e  you t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  
o f  b e i n g  s e n s a t i o n a l i s t s  - j u s t  good o l e  boys o u t  t o  t e l l  
y o u r  s i d e  - and t h e y  w i l l ,  as t h e y  see i t ,  hear  i t ,  e t c .  
BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU SAY, o r  b e t t e r  y e t  s t e e r  c l e a r .  
I c a n n o t  b e l i e v e ,  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  Roger Caras has s a i d  and 
w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  p a s t  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  e x o t i c  o w n e r s h i p  t h a t  
any sane p e r s o n  would g i v e  him t h e  t i m e  o f  day much l e s s  
i n v i t e  them i n t o  t h e i r  homes. S u r e l y  t h e y  c o u l d  do no 
b e t t e r ,  b u t  t h e n  many o f  us a r e  dreamers. 

So f o l k ,  aga in ,  p l e a s e  be c a r e f u l  where t h e  p r e s s  i s  
concerened - remember NO NEWS I S  GOOD NEWS. 

S l ides  Available 
I l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  meanings o f  t h i s  y e a r ' s  N a t i o n a l  

W i l d l i f e  Week theme - Save a  P lace  f o r  W i l d l i f e  i s  
a  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on t h a t  s u b j e c t .  The p r e s e n t a t i o n  
i n c l u d e s  3 dozen c o l o r  s l i d e s ,  a  mus ic  backed c a s s e t t e  
r e c o r d i n g  and a  t e a c h e r ' s  gu ide  c o n t a i n i n g  a  s c r i p t  and 
background i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  t h e  program. The show 
h e l p s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  meaning o f  t h i s  y e a r s  theme by 
d e s c r i b i n g  s e v e r a l  common k i n d s  o f  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
and e x p l a i n i n g  what  t e c h n i q u e s  a r e  b e i n g  used t o  p r o -  
v i d e  and improve  h a b i t a t ,  w i t h  s p e c i a l  emphasis on 
a t t e m p t s  t o  r e s c u e  endangered spec ies .  The s l i d e  show 
emphasizes t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  w i l d l i f e  depends on  
a  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  Americans t o  Save a  P l a c e  f o r  W i l d l i f e  
The S l i d e  Show i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  any aud ience  a t  a n y t i m e  
o f  t h e  y e a r  and i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $9.95 f r o m  The N a t i o n a l  
W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n ,  1412 1 6 t h  St . ,  N.W., Washington,  
n 0 innic 


