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THE WILD CATS 
OF SONORA 

By I n g e  Pog layen ,  Ph.0. 
C u r a t o r  o f  B i r d s  & Mammals 
A r i z o n a  Sonora D e s e r t  Museum 

Condensed f r o m  an a r t i c l e  i n  SONORENSIS, t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  Sonora D e s e r t  Museum (Volume 2 ,  Number 2 - 1980) 

I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  f e w  p e o p l e  have e v e r  seen 
any one o f  t h e  s i x  s p e c i e s  o f  s e c r e t i v e  w i l d c a t s  i n  i t s  
n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  Sonoran L i f e  Zone. Ca ts  a r e  noc-  
t u r n a l  b e a s t s .  Combine t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  da rkness  w i t h  
t h e  c o l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  f u r  and t h e y  become n e a r l y  i n -  
v i s i b l e  a t  n i g h t  o r  i n  day t ime.  A  f o r t u n a t e  D e s e r t  Museum 
employee s p o t t e d  a  m o u n t a i n  l i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  
n e a r  t h e  Museum l a s t  November, t h e  o n l y  such s i g h t i n g  
i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  i n  t h e  a rea .  

The A r i z o n a  Sonora D e s e r t  Museum (ASDM) e x h i b i t s  a l l  
s i x  s p e c i e s  o f  n a t i v e  w i l d  c a t s .  mos t  o f  them i n  n a t u r a l -  
i s t i c  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
Sonoran a n i m a l s ,  p l a n t s ,  g e o l o g y  and t h e r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s .  However, none o f  t h e  Sonoran c a t s  a r e  n a t i v e  
e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  t h e  Sonoran D e s e r t .  The m o u n t a i n  l i o n  
o c c u r s  f a r  n o r t h  i n t o  Canada and s o u t h  i n t o  A r g e n t i n a .  
The j a g u a r ,  now e x t i n c t  i n  t h e  Amer ican Southwest ,  i s  
found  i n  s u b t r o p i c a l  and t r o p i c a l  Mex ico  and i n  C e n t r a l  
and Sou th  Amer ica.  The b o b c a t  ranges  w i d e l y  a c r o s s  t h e  
U.S. and Mexico.  The s m a l l e r  c a t s  such as t h e  o c e l o t ,  
margay and t h e  j a g u a r u n d i  o c c u r  m a i n l y  i n  d e c i d u o u s  and 
r a i n  f o r e s t s  o f  C e n t r a l  and Sou th  Amer ica.  The o c e l o t ,  
margay and j a g u a r u n d i  a r e  r e p o r t e d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t o  have 
c r o s s e d  f r o m  Mex ico  i n t o  t h e  U.S.. 

SMALL CATS & LARGE CATS - THE DIFFERENCES -- -- 
I n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  a  more c o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e  o f  o u r  c a t s  

and t o  u n d e r s t a n d  how t h e y  f i t  i n t o  t h e  z o o l o g i c a l  sys tem 
we need t o  e x p l a i n  t h e i r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and t h e i r  anatom- 
i c a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  i n  g e n e r a l i t i e s .  Ca ts  a r e  c a r n i v o r e s  
o f  t h e  f a m i l y  F e l i d a e .  The F e l i d a e  have been roaming  t h i s  
p l a n e t  f o r  a b o u t  40 m i l l i o n  y e a r s .  When you  examine t h e  
r o u n d i s h  s k u l l  o f  t h e  c a t  you  w i l l  n o t i c e  e l o n g a t e d ,  
sharp,  c a n i n e  t e e t h  ( t h e  f a n g s )  w h i c h  a r e  s l i g h t l y  r e -  
cu rved .  These a r e  t h e  k i l l e r  t e e t h .  The s o - c a l l e d  c a r n -  
a s s i a l  t e e t h  ( l a s t  u p p e r  p r e m o l a r  and l o w e r  m o l a r )  a r e  
l a r g e ,  w e l l  d e v e l o p e d  and used f o r  c u t t i n g  f l e s h .  The 
s u r f a c e  o f  a c a t ' s  t o n g u e  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  s h a r p - p o i n t e d  
p a p i l l a e  d e s i g n e d  f o r  l a c e r a t i o n  o f  f o o d  and f o r  g rooming  
You have p r o b a b l y  a l s o  e n j o y e d  t h e  g r a c e f u l ,  d a i n t y  g a i t  
o f  a  c a t .  There  i s  good r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t .  A l l  c a t s  a r e  

d i g i t g r a d e  , w h i c h  means t h a t  t h e y  w a l k  on t h e i r  t o e s  
and f i n g e r  t i p s .  

The f e l i d s  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s u b f a m i l i e s :  t h e  

e a t .  The l a r g e  c a t s  d o n ' t  do t h i s .  A n o t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e :  
t h e  s m a l l  c a t s  f r e q u e n t l y  and i n t e n s i v e l y  groom; t h e  
l a r g e  c a t s  i n d u l g e  i n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  much l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  
and o n l y  c u r s o r i l y .  

CAT SKULL - Side view 

The t e r m  " s m a l l  c a t s "  i s  c o n f u s i n g  s i n c e  t h e  l a r g e s t  
s p e c i e s  o f  t h e  s m a l l  c a t s ,  t h e  puma, a t t a i n s  t h e  s i z e  o f  
a  l e o p a r d  w h i c h  b e l o n g s  w i t h  t h e  " l a r g e  c a t s " .  E x c e p t  f o r  
t h e  j a g u a r ,  a l l  Sonoran c a t s  a r e  g rouped  w i t h  t h e  s m a l l  
c a t s .  

e x t i n c t  s a b r e - t o o t h  c a t s ,  t h e  t r u e  c a t s ,  and t h e  chee tah .  
The c h e e t a h  i s  p l a c e d  i n  a  s u b - f a m i l y  because o f  v a r i o u s  
a n a t o m i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  such  a s  n o n - r e t r a c t a b l e  c laws .  
The t r u e  c a t s  o m p r i s e  t h e  s m a l l  c a t s "  and t h e  " l a r g e  c a t s " .  

A l l  o f  t h e  New Wor ld  c a t s  d e s c r i b e d  below,  w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  j a g u a r u n d i ,  have p r o m i n e n t  w h i t e  s p o t s  
o n t h e  back o f  t h e i r  e a r s  t h o u g h t  t o  f u n c t i o n  as a  " f o l l o w  
me s i g n a l  f o r  t h e  young d u r i n g  n i g h t  e x c u r s i o n s .  

THE JAGUAR -- 
I n  i t s  w i d e  r a n g e  f r o m  N o r t h e r n  Mex ico  t o  m i d d l e  P a t a g o n i a  
( A r g e n t i n a )  a  number o f  s u b s p e c i e s  have e v o l v e d .  The Son- 
o r a n  j a g u a r  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  s u b s p e c i e s  P a n t h e r a  onca a r i -  
z o n e n s i s .  E l  t i g r e ,  a s  i t  Is c a l l e d  i n  Mex ico ,  l i v e s  i n  
d i v e r s e  h a b i t a t s  such as r a i n  and r a v i n e  f o r e s t s ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  bush  and t a l l  g r a s s  savannahs w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  c o v e r  
and open w a t e r  i n  w h i c h  i t  can  swim, s p l a s h  and  f i s h .  

I n  u n d i s t u r b e d  a r e a s  j a g u a r s  have r a t h e r  s m a l l  home 
ranges ,  n o t  l a r g e r  t h a n  7 km a c r o s s .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  a  m a l e  
j a g u a r ,  d r i v e n  f r o m  home i n  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s p u t e s  w i t h  
o t h e r  males,  may m i g r a t e  a  hundred  m i l e s  and f a r t h e r .  A 
m a l e  was k i l l e d  i n  1955 n e a r  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t i p  o f  t h e  
San Pedro M a r t i r  r a n g e  i n  Ba ja  C a l i f o r n i a .  T h i s  a n i m a l  
m u s t  have wandered a c r o s s  t h e  w h o l e  Sonoran d e s e r t .  
c r o s s e d  t h e  C o l o r a d o  r i v e r ,  and t r a v e l l e d  s o u t h  f o r  100  
m i l e s ,  a  t r i p  o f  500 m i l e s  f r o m  r e g u l a r l y  o c c u p i e d  j a g u a r  ----- 8 

D i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e s e  two 
g roups  a r e  a n a t o m i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  
b e h a v i o r a l :  l a r g e  c a t s  have o n l y  
a  p a r t i a l l y  o s s i f i e d  h y o i d  
s t r u c t u r e  ( t o n g u e  s u p p o r t )  w h i c h  
e n a b l e s  them t o  r o a r .  Some c a n  
a l s o  p u r r ,  b u t  o n l y  when e x h a l -  
i n g ;  s m a l l  c a t s  have a c o m p l e t l y  
o s s i f i e d  h y o i d ,  c a n n o t  r o a r ,  b u t  
p u r r  b o t h  e x h a l i n g  and i n h a l i n g .  
The p u p i l s  o f  t h e  l a r g e  c a t s  a r e  
round;  t h o s e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  c a t s  
c o n t r a c t  t o  a  v e r t i c a l  s l i t .  
The nose of  t h e  l a r g e  c a t s  i s  
covered  w i t h  h a i r  w h i c h  reaches  
t h e  f r o n t  edge of t h e  nose; on 
t h e  s m a l l  Ca ts  t h e  f o r w a r d  a r e a  
o f  t h e  nose i s  h a i r l e s s .  The 
l a r g e  c a t s  a lways  feed  i n  a  
l y i n g  p o s i t i o n ;  t h e  s m a l l  c a t s  
feed i n  a  c rouched  p o s i t i o n .  
As w i t h  t h e  houseca t ,  t h e  s m a l l  
c a t s  h o l d  t h e i r  p r e y  t o  t h e  
. . . A  d t h  i t<;  oaws w h i l ~  tho., 



HE OCELOT -- 
O n l y  two of  t h e  s i x  s p e c i e s  o f  s p o t t e d  s m a l l  c a t s  

f rom South  Amer ica r e a c h  t h e  Sonoran r e g i o n ,  t h e  o c e l o t s  
i n d  margays. From t h e  Chaco r e g i o n  o f  B r a z i l  a l o n e .  4000 
o c e l o t  p e l t s  a r e  e x p o r t e d  i l l e g a l l y  e v e r y  month and 3000 
o c e l o t s  p e r  month a r e  poached i n  B o l i v i a .  I t ' s  no  wonder 
t h a t  t h i s  c a t  i s  on t h e  endangered s p e c i e s  l i t s .  

O c e l o t s  a r e  be1 i e v e d  t o  1  i v e  i n  p a i r s ,  f r e q u e n t i n g  
f o r e s t s ,  bushy and r o c k y  t e r r a i n .  A l t h o u g h  o t e l o t s  a r e  
l a r g e l y  a r b o r e a l  c r e a t u r e s ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  e s p e c i a l l y  
s k i l l f u l  a t  t r e e  c l i m b i n g ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  h u n t  m o s t l y  on 
t h e  ground,  n o t  ambushing b u t  r u n n i n g  down t h e i r  p r e y .  

THE MARGAY 

The margay - t i g r i l l o  i n  Mex ico  - i s  t h e  c l o s e s t  
r e l a t i v e  o f  t h e  o c e l o t .  The margay i s  an  e x c l u s i v e  f o r e s t  
d w e l l e r  and p r o b a b l y  t h e  most  accompl i shed  a c r o b a t  o f  a l l  
c a t s .  A  s p e c i a l  a n a t o m i c a l  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  i t s  j o i n t s  a l l o w  
i t s  h i n d  f e e t  t o  r o t a t e  i n w a r d  a  f u l l  180 degrees.  The 
margay can  hang f r o m  a  b r a n c h  b y  i t s  h i n d  f e e t  o r  i t s  
w r i s t s ,  move a l o n g  a  b r a n c h  u p s i d e  down i n  s l o t h  f a s h i o n  
o r  jump o f f  a  t r e e  and c a t c h  i t s e l f  w i t h  ex tended  c laws  
on  a  b r a n c h  f a r  below.  L i k e  no o t h e r  c a t .  i t  can  r u n  head 
f i r s t  down a  t r e e  t r u n k ,  e i t h e r  i n  a  g a l l o p  o r  d i a g o n a l  
wa lk .  

A lmos t  n o t h i n g  i s  known o f  t h e  margay 's  h a b i t s  i n  
t h e  w i l d .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  s t r a n g e l y  d i f f e r e n t  c a t  
spends n e a r l y  a l l  i t s  t i m e  i n  t h e  t r e e  canopy,  t h e r e  
h u n t i n g  i t s  p r e y  o f  b i r d s ,  s q u i r r e l s ,  m a r s u p i a l  r a t s  and 
monkeys. 

THE JAGUARUNDI 

A  c a t  w i t h  an  unusua l  shape i s  t h e  j a g u a r u n d i ,  t h e  
l e o n c i l l o  o f  Mex ico .  I t s  body i s  e l o n g a t e d ,  i t s  l e g s  s h o r t  
The e a r s  a r e  s m a l l  and rounded.  The t a i l  i s  q u i t e  l o n g .  
T h i s  g i v e s  t h e  j a g u a r u n d i  an a l m o s t  w e a s e l - l i k e  appearance 
r e f l e c t e d  i n  i t s  German name, W i e s e l k a t z e .  

Newborn j a g u a r u n d i s  a r e  s p o t t e d ,  as a r e  young pumas, 
u t  t h e  s p o t s  a r e  soon r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  u n i c o l o r e d  a d u l t  

c o a t s .  T h i s  u n i q u e  c a t  i n h a b i t s  dense bush. b r u s h  and t h e  
f o r e s t ' s  edge. T h i s  c a t  i s  most  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  and 
even ing .  i s  m o s t l y  t e r r e s t r i a l  and i s  s o l i t a r y ,  p a i r i n g  
up o n l y  f o r  b r i e f  p e r i o d s .  

m e  wes te rn  nemlspner,  o c c u r r i n g  ~ r o m  u r i n s n  ~ o i u m ~ i a  =o 
P a t a g o n i a  i n  A r g e n t i n a .  

Today t h i s  c a t  i s  e x t i n c t  i n  v a s t  a r e a s  o f  N o r t h  
Amer ica.  There  i s  overwhelming e v i d e n c e  t o  show t h e  neg-  
a t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  mounta in  l i o n ' s  demise. Some t i m e  
ago, when t h e  puma became e x t i n c t  i n  t h e  Ka ibab  F o r e s t  
of  A r i z o n a ,  t h e  n a t i v e  mu le  d e e r  p o p u l a t i o n  m u l t i p l i e d  
r a p i d l y ,  o v e r c r o w d i n g  i t s  h a b i t a t .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  many d e e r  
d i e d  of  s t a r v a t i o n .  

When t h e  puma i s  on  t h e  p r o w l ,  n a t u r e  produces one 
of  i t s  mos t  f a s c i n a t i n g  shows. The m o u n t a i n  l i o n  s t a l k s  
i t s  p rey ,  body k e p t  l o w  t o  t h e  ground ... t h e n  a  sudden 
pounce: The u n l u c k y  v i c t i m  i s  d i s p a t c h e d  q u i c k l y  by a  
w e l l  aimed b i t e  i n t o  t h e  nape o f  t h e  neck.  The mounta in  
l i o n  i s  a l s o  an e x c e l l e n t  s p r i n t e r ,  c a p a b l e  o f  d e v e l o p -  
i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  speed o v e r  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e s .  T i r i n g  eas-  
i l y ,  I t  w i l l  g i v e  up t h e  chase o f  p r e y  t h a t  c a n n o t  be  
overcome q u i c k l y .  It i s  a l s o  known t o  jump 22 f e e t  
v e r t i c a l  1y. 

M o u n t a i n  l i o n s  l e a d  a  s t r i c t l y  s o l i t a r y  e x i s t a n c e .  
They w i l l  l i v e  up  t o  20  y e a r s  i n  t h e  w i l d  i f  t h e y  a r e  
l u c k y ' e n o u g h  t o  a v o i d  man. 

THE CATS AT THE DESERT MUSEUM 

The s t a f f  o f  t h e  Large  Animal  Department  8 t  t h e  
ASOM has s t u d i e d  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and g e n e r a l  behav- 
i o r  o f  a11 o f  t h e  c a t s  ment ioned  above and has t r i e d  t o  
i n d u c e  them t o  b reed  i n  t h e i r  c a p t i v e  env i ronment .  We 
a r e  happy t o  say t h a t  a11 t h r e e  s p e c i e s  o f  s p o t t e d  c a t s  
have reproduced  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  18 months, w i t h  t r i e  
o c e l o t s  i n  second g e n e r a t i o n .  

There a r e  problems when b r e e d i n g  c a t s .  I n  some cases 
a  p r e g n a n t  c a t  i s  t o o  h i g h  s t r u n g  o r  perhaps  m i s s i n g  a  
f a c e t  o f  i t s  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t .  w i l l  e i t h e r  n e g l e c t  o r  k i l l  
i t s  newborn. A t  such t i m e s ,  t h e  Large  Animal  Department  
s t a f f  must  i n t e r v e n e  t o  a t t e m p t  h a n d - r e a r i n g  i n  o r d e r  
t o  save  t h e  young. L a s t  y e a r ,  one newborn o c e l o t  was 
t a k e n  i n t o  human c u s t o d y  and two newborn Jaguars  we-e 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  t a k e  f r o m  t h e i r  mothers  b e f o r e  t h e y  were 
d e s t r o y e d  by them. As we w r i t e  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  one o f  them, 
P a n c h i t o ,  a  h e a l t h y ,  f i e s t y  male j a g u a r  k i t t e n ,  begs f o r  
a t t e n t i o n  and i n v e s t i g a t e s  o u r  o f f i c e .  L a s t  November 
v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  Museum were charmed by t h i s  baby i n  t h e  
docen t  e n c l o s u r e  near  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  ramada. Now, o f  
course ,  P a n c h i t o  has grown c o n s i d e r a b l y  and w e ' l l  have t o  
w a i t  f o r  a  new baby f o r  o u r  v i s i t o r s  t o  hand le .  

THE BOBCAT 

The bobca t ,  o f t e n  c a l l e d  w i l d c a t ,  o r  bay l y n x ,  
o c c u r s  t h r o u g h o u t  mos t  o f  t h e  U.S. and Mexico.  Sou th  
o f  t h e  b o r d e r  i t  i s  c a l e d  g a t 0  d e l  monte. A p a r t  f r o m  i t s  
s m a l l e r  s i z e ,  t h e  b o b c a t  can  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  i t s  
n o r t h e r n  c o u s i n  t h e  l y n x .  by i t s  t a i l  whose u n d e r s i d e  
i s  w h i t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  b l a c k .  

L i k e  o t h e r  l y n x e s ,  t h e  b o b c a t  m a i n t a i n s  a  w e l l -  
marked t e r r i t o r y  w i t h  f i x e d  t r a i l s ,  t o i l e t  s i t e s ,  r e s t  
s i t e s  and a  den I n  a  r o c k y  c r e v i c e ,  b r u s h  p i l e  o r  a  ho 
t r e e  t r u n k .  

THE MOUNTAIN - 
The l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  " s m a l l  c a t s "  i s  t h e  m o u n t a i n  1  

a l s o  c a l l e d  puma, cougar ,  ca tmount ,  p a n t h e r  and a t  t h e  
ASDM "George L. I t  i s  t h e  c a t  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  range  

R a i s i n g  w i l d  k i t t e n s  i s  n o t  easy. ""he 
f o s t e r  p a r e n t  has t o  be c o n s c i e n t i o u s ,  pun- 
c t u a l  w i t h  b o t t l e  f e e d i n g s  and e x t r e m e l y  
s a n i t a r y .  The young a r e  f e d  on a  f o r m u l a  
o f  s y n t h e t i c  c a t ' s  m i l k  w i t h  v i t a m i n s  an! 
m i n e r a l s  added. A t  f i r s t ,  f e e d i n g s  a r e  a t o u t  
e v e r y  t h r e e  hours  around t h e  c l o c k .  A t  a ~ ? o u t  
two weeks o f  age t h e  n i g h t  f e e d i n g s  a r e  
s k i p p e d  u n t i l  a t  t h e  age o f  6 weeks, t h e  
baby r e q u i r e s  o n l y  f i v e  f e e d i n g s  a  day. T'ie 
s u b s t i t u t e  m i l k  g i v e s  n o u r i s h m e n t  b u t  c a n -  
n o t  p r o v i d e  t h e  a n t i b o d i e s  o f  t h e  m o t h e r '  
n a t u r a l  m i l k .  T h e r e f o r e .  m i l k  and b l o o d  
serum a r e  t a k e n  from t h e  mother  and added 

* :  t o  t h e  fo rmu la .  Some o f  t h e  serum i s  f r o z e ?  

gF and g i v e n  t o  t h e  young a t  a b o u t  f o u r  weeks 
T h i s  enhances t h e i r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  b a c t e r i a l  "S& d i s e a s e  and i n f e c t i o n .  

w $  Food o f  p r o p e r  amounts and q u a l i t y  and 
. i n o c u l a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  t h e  who le  s e c r e t  o f  

success i n  a r t i f i c i a l  r a i s i n g  o f  baby a n i -  
mals.  There a r e  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n s  p e r f o r n  
ed by t h e  n a t u r a l  mother  wh ich  must  be s imu- 

l a t e d  by t h e  f o s t e r  p a r e n t ,  such as a i d i n g  i n  e l i m i n a t i a  
We a r e  p l e a s e d  we have been s u c c e s s f u l  i n  o u r  e f f o r t s  
w i t h  o u r  baby an ima ls .  I t  i s  c h a l l e n g i n g  and s t i m u l a t i n g  
t a s k  w h i c h  we e n j o y .  

THE FUTURE OF THE CATS 

Of t h e  c a t s  we've w r i t t e n  abou t ,  t h e  j a g u a r ,  t h e  
o c e l o t ,  t h e  margay and t h e  j a g u a r u n d i  a r e  l i s t e d  as 

low endangered spec ies .  A l l  s p o t t e d  c a t s  a r e  more o r  l e s s  
e x t e n s i v e l y  hunted,  o f t e n  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  laws  
w h i c h  canno t  be a d e q u a t e l y  e n f o r c e d .  The d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
f o r e s t s  t o  make room f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  and c a t t l e  
r a i s i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  i n  L a t i n  America 

on, make t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  t h e s e  c a t s  l o o k  g r i m  indeed.  I t  can 
o n l y  be hoped t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  s u r v i v e ,  though  i n  l i m i t e d  

n  numbers, i n  s p e c i a l  s a n c t u a r i e s  and f o r e s t  r e s e r v e s .  



on the road 
BY P a t  Q u i l l e n  

T r a v e l i n g  w i t h  young  k i t t e n s  i s  someth ing  one does 
n o t  do f o r  a  v a c a t i o n .  The hazards  a r e  f a r  t o o  many, and 
t h e  f e e d i n g s  a r e  much t o  f r e q u e n t  t o  a l l o w  f o r  a n  e n j o y -  
a b l e  t r i p .  I f  y o u  have young k i t t e n s  on  t h e  b o t t l e ,  my 
a d v i c e  i s  t o  r e - s c h e d u l e  y o u r  v a c a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  you  have a  
f r i e n d  who i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  hand r a i s i n g  c a t s  f r o m  i n f a n c y  
and who i s  w i l l i n g  t o  c a r e  f o r  them u n t i l  y o u  r e t u r n .  

I n  p l a n n i n g  a  t r i p  t o  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  Houston,  Joyce  
L i t t l e  and I made a  t r i p  I w i l l  n o t  soon f o r g e t .  Our 
p l a n s  were i n i t a l l y  f o r m u l a t e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t a k i n g  a l o n g  
my t h e n  f o u r  month  o l d  o n c i l l a  ( F e l l s  t i g r i n a )  who was 
q u i t e  accustomed t o  t r a v e l i n g  b y  c a t .  Our f i r s t  p r o b l e m  
was i n  c o n v i n c i n g  J o y c e ' s  husband J im,  t h a t  we wou ld  be 
s a f e  i n  mak ing  t h e  l o n g  d r i v e  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  Texas 
and back a g a i n ,  a l o n e .  My husband, Vern, l e n t  h i s  supp- 
o r t  b y  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  (accumula ted  t h r o u g h  more 
t h a n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f m a r r i a g e )  i n  my d r i v i n g  a b i l i t y ,  good 
judgement  and p r e c a u t i o n a r y  a t t i t u d e .  Soon, J i m ' s  a r d e n t  
n e g a t i v e  r e s p o n s e  was reduced  t o  Maybe so, Joyce  and I 
c h e e r f u l l y  s e t  a b o u t  mak ing  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  t r i p .  

W i t h  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  b e f o r e  o u r  d e p a r t u r e ,  we began 
t o  r e v i e w  o u r  s e l f - d e f e n s e  t e c h n i q u e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  
we c o l l e c t e d  an  adequa te  s u p p l y  o f  d o o r  and window l o c k s  

f o r  m o t e l  room s e c u r i t y  and we bor rowed a  f r i e n d ' s  CB 
r a d i o  so t h a t  we c o u l d  summon h e l p  s h o u l d  we be  f a c e  w i t h  
c a r  t r o u b l e .  A f t e r  s e e i n g  t h i s ,  J i m  j o i n e d  f o r c e s  and 
a s s i s t e d  u s  i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  way. 

The n e x t  h e s i t a t i o n  came when T i n a .  Leopard  Cat  p r e -  
s e n t e d  u s  w i t h  two  m a l e  k i t t e n s ,  f o r  whom she had no m i l k .  
We d e c i d e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  p l a n n i n g  o u r  t r i p ,  w i t h  t h e  know- 
l e d g e  i t  c o u l d  be  c a n c e l l e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  due t o  
k i t t e n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  s h o u l d  t h e y  a r i s e .  

The k i t t e n s  w e r e  hand r a i s e d  and d i d  q u i t e  w e l l .  They 
were t h r e e  weeks o l d  a  week b e f o r e  o u r  d e p a r t u r e  and o u r  
v e t e r i n a r i a n  i s s u e d  them a  h e a l t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  w i t h o u t  any  
words o f  d i scouragement .  He a l s o  r e v i e w e d  my c h e c k - l i s t  
o f  p r o d u c t s  f o r  k i t t e n  emergenc ies  t o  be  c a r r i e d  on  o u r  
j o u r n e y ,  and s u p p l i e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i tems t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  
K i t t e n  m e d i c a l  k i t  . A l l  was g o i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  schedu le .  

As l u c k  w o u l d  have  i t. a n o t h e r  u n f o r e s e e n  c o m p l i c a -  
t i o n  a r o s e  ... f r i e n d s  came t o  my d o o r s t e p  w i t h  a  t i n y ,  f o u r  
day o l d  l e o p a r d c a t  fema le .  Now what  was I g o i n g  t o  do? 

I knew t h a t  s h o u l d  we c o n t i n u e  as p lanned ,  t h e  t r t p  
wou ld  be n o t h i n g  more  t h a n  e x h a u s t i v e  work  and w o r r y  f o r  
me as I had no  one t o  l e a v e  t h e  k i t t e n s  w i t h .  The v e t -  
e r i n a r i a n ,  once  a g a i n ,  gave h i s  a p p r o v a l  and J o y c e ' s  
e n t h u s i a s m  was so h i g h  t h a t  I r e a l l y  d i d  n o t  wan t  t o  d i s -  
a p p o i n t  he r .  So we l e f t  on  s c h e d u l e  w i t h  Gens ie  t h e  
s i l l y  o n c i l l a ,  t w o  l i t t l e  boy  l e o p a r d  c a t s ,  and one t i n y  
l e o p a r d  c a t  g i r l  who had n o t  y e t  opened h e r  eyes.  

W h i l e  Joyce  s u p e r v i s e d  J i m ' s  c a r  p a c k i n g ,  I made 
t h e  l a s t  k i t t e n  f e e d i n g  b e f o r e  t u c k i n g  them i n t o  t h e i r  
c a r r i e r s  f o r  t h e  j o u r n e y  ahead. D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  my 
c o n s e r v a t i v e  s u b c o n s c i o u s  was s a y i n g  "I c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  
y o u r ' r e  r e a l l y  d o i g g  t h i s .  

I had t r a v e l l e d  t h e  v e r y  same r o u t e  b e f o r e  and a1-  
t h o u g h  t h e  c a r  was a i r c o n d i t i o n e d ,  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  
mos t  p r a c t i c a l  way t o  d r i v e  t h r o u g h  t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  
c o u n t r y  was t o  d r i v e  b y  n i g h t  and t o  s l e e p  d u r i n g  t h e  
h e a t  o f  t h e  day. So, we l e f t  San D i e g o  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t -  
e rnoon  and o u r  f i r s t  f e e d i n g  s t o p  was made i n  A r i z o n a .  

A " f e e d i n g  s t o p "  c o n s i s t e d  o f  wash ing  o u r  hands, 
a f t e r  s p r a y i n g  them f i r s t  w i t h  a  v i r u c i d e / d i s i n f e c t a n t ,  
p o u r i n g  h o t  w a t e r  f r o m  t h e  thermos  i n t o  a  cup,  and p l a c i n  
t h e  p r e p a r e d  b o t t l e s  o f  f o r m u l a  f r o m  t h e  i c e  c h e s t  i n t o  i 
u n t i l  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  d e s i r e d  t e m p e r a t u r e  f o r  f e e d i n g .  
Each k i t  was t a k e n  f r o m  i t s  c a r r i e r ,  p o t t i e d ,  examined fc 
any p rob lems ( s u c h  as d e h y d r a t i o n ,  e t c . )  f e d ,  bu rped  and 
g i v e n  a f f e c t i o n a t e  h a n d l i n g  b e f o r e  b e i n g  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
c a r r i e r .  Gensie t o o  was f e d  h e r  own s p e c i a l  f o r m u l a  w h i c t  
she l a p p e d  f r o m  a  s a u c e r  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  gourmet  d e l i g h t  
d e s i g n e d  t o  t a n t a l i z e  o n c i l l a s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f e e d i n g s ,  

r e c o r d s  were m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  t ' rog ress  o f  each  c a t  on  
t e h  t r i p .  Once t h e  f e e d i n g s  and r e c o r d  were c o m p l e t e ,  t h e  
n u r s i n g  b o t t l e s  were t h o r o u g h l y  r i n s e d  and p l a c e d  i n  p l a s -  
t i c  bags; hands were washed and w i t h  a l l  t h i n g s  s e c u r e  
we were on o u r  way i n  a  m a t t e r  o f  30-45 m i n u t e s .  

We c o n t i n u e d  o u r  d r i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  n i g h t  mak ing  o u r  
f e e d i n g  s t o p s  e v e r y  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  h o u r s  a l o n g  t h e  way 
and t h e  m o r n i n g  sun f o u n d  u s  i n  Texas. A11 was we11 and 
i n  t h e  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n  we checked i n t o  a  n i c e  m o t e l  f o r  
o u r  d a y t i m e  r e s t .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  we began a n o t h e r  p r o -  
c e d u r e  w i c h  was t o  become p a r t  o f  o u r  t r a v e l i n g  r o u t i n e " .  

We had t h e  m o t e l  s t o p s  f i g u r e d  t o  a  f i n e  s c i e n c e  .... 
w h i l e  Joyce  s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  an ima ls ,  k e e p i n g  t h e  c a r  c o o l ,  
I r a n  i n t o  t h e  room w i t h  s p r a y  c o n t i a n e r s  o f  v i r u c i d e ,  
f l e a  k i l l e r  t o  fumiga te ,  p a y i n g  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
f l o o r s  and c a r p e t e d  a reas .  A f t e r  a  f e w  m i n u t e s ,  I opened 
up  t h e  d o o r s  and windows t o  l e t  t h e  room a i r  o u t .  D u r i n g  
t h i s  t i m e  we unpacked t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  f r o m  t h e  c a r  and 
b r o u g h t  t h e  c a t s  i n t o  a  f r e s h  roon .  C a r r i e r s  were l e f t  
unopened as we i n s p e c t e d  t h e  f l o o r s  f o r  o b j e c t s  w h i c h  
m i g h t  be  dangerous f o r  k f t t e n s  ( p i n s ,  c o t t o n  b a l l s ,  p i l l s )  
windows were checked t o  make c e r t a i n  t h e  room was "escape 
p r o o f "  and t h e  w a l l s  t o o  were examined f o r  any h o l e s  
i n t o  w h i c h  a  k i t t e n  m i g h t  g e t  c a u g h t .  A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  
t h e  room i n s p e c t i o n ,  we commenced s e t t i n g  up o u r  c o l l a p s  
a b l e  e n c l o s u r e s  f o r  t h e  k i t t e n s .  The f l o o r s  were c o v e r e d  
w i t h  a  p r o t e c t i v e  s h e e t  and t h e  cages p l a c e d  on t o p  o f  
i t .  A  h e a t i n g  pad was p l a c e d  i n  each pen t o  i n s u r e  t h e  
c a t s  a  warm p l a c e  t o  c r a w l  s h o u l d  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  d r o p  
w h i l e  we were a s l e e p  and each e n c l o s u r e  was c o v e r e d  w i t h  
a  s h e e t  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  them w i t h  a  s t r e s s - f r e e  s e c u r e  
e n v i r o n m e n t .  A f t e r  t h e y  were f e d  and p l a c e d  i n  t h e i r  
p r o s p e c t i v e  p lay -pens ,  a l l  n u r s i n g  b o t t l e s  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  
f e e d i n g s  were s t e r i l i z e d  i n  b o i l i n g  w a t e r ,  new f o r m u l a s  
b l e n d e d  and t h e  b o t t l e s  were r e f i l l e d  f o r  t h e  d r i v e  
w h i c h  l a y  ahead o f  us. We t h e n  showered, made o u r  c l e a n  
c l o t h e s  ready ,  packed what  we c o u l d ,  a t e  a  snack o f  
c o l d  c u t s  and cheese f r o m  t h e  c o o l e r  and p roceded  t o  
c o l l a p s e  i n t o  a  deep s l e e p  - w i t h  o u r  a u x i l i a r y  l o c k s  
f a s t e n e d  t o  d o o r s  and windows, t w o  a l a r m  c l o c k s  s e t  and 
a  p o t  o f  c o f f e  r e a d y  t o  perk .  

By e a r l y  e v e n i n g  t h e  c a r  was r e l o a d e d ,  k i t t e n s  were  
f e d ,  the rmos  f i l l e d  w i t h  h o t  w a t e r ,  f r e s h  i c e  i n  t h e  
c o o l e r  and we were on o u r  way ... I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  I m a r v e l  
a t  o u r  e f f i c i e n c y  and teamwork d u r i n g  t h i s  and mos t  o f  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t o p s .  

The dawning of  t h e  second day b r o u g h t  on  a  s t r o n g  
d e s i r e  t o  s t o p  f o r  a  h o t  b r e a k f a s t .  B e i n g  used t o  
Sou thern  C a l i f o r n i a  where t h e r e  a r e  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  24  
hour  d i n e r s ,  we were annoyed as we made s e v e r a l  s t o p s  
o n l y  t o  f i n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  were n o t  y e t  open f o r  
b u s i n e s s .  When we f i n a l l y  f o u n d  a  r e s t a u r a n t  t h a t  was 
open, t h e  sun w a G  h i o h  and I d i d  n o t  d a t e  t o  l o c k  t h e  

a n i m a l s  i n  t h e  c a r  l o n g  enough t o  consume a  meal  and i n  
b e i n g  so i r r i t a t e d  I had l o s t  my hunger  anyway. I r e m a i n -  
ed i n  t h e  c a r  w i t h  e n g i n e  and a i r c o n d i t i o n e r  r u n n i n g  w h i l e  
Joyce  r a n  i n  t o  g e t  h e r  food t o  go. We had l o s t  t i m e  i n  
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a  p l a c e  t o  e a t  and we wanted t o  r e a c h  t h e  
home o f  o u r  f r i e n d s  i n  D a l l a s  b e f o r e  t h e  m id -day  h e a t .  

Somewhere o u t  o f  E l  Paso I d e t e c t e d  an u n u s u a l  p u l s a t i n g  
sound f r o m  t h e  c a r ,  and began t o  f e e l  a  s l i g h t  v i b r a t i o n  
i n  t h e  s t e e r i n g  wheel. I p u l l e d  o f f  t h e  f r e e w a y  and i n -  
s p e c t e d  t h e  t i r e s  - a l l  o f  w h i c h  appeared t o  be h e a l t h y  
and norma l .  I resumed d r i v i n g  b u t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  p r e s i s t e d  
so t h a t  i t  became o b v i o u s  we d i d  i n d e e d  have s o m e t h i n g  
wrong. We l i m p e d  s l o w l y  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  gas s t a t i o n  we 
c o u l d  f i n d  and I proceeded  t o  e x p l a i n  o u r  s i t u a t i o n  t o  
t h e  young a t t e n d a n t  who was eager t o  s e r v e  us. To my d i s -  
may t h e  young f e l l o w  peered  under  t h e  hood, l o o k e d  up  
and announced t h a t  one o f  t h e  mechan ica l  p a r t s  w o u l d  have  
t o  be r e p l a e c e d .  Conv inced  t h a t  he  was m i s t a k e n ,  I a s k e d  
how t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e n g i n e  p a r t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l e y  p r o d u c e d  
t h e  symptoms we observed .  He l o o k e d  a t  me b l a n k l y ,  w a l k e d  
away t o  e n l i s t  t h e  a s s i t a n c e  o f  a  co -worker .  Now. w i t h  
t h r e e  young  a t t e n d a n t s '  heads benea th  t h e  hood and  my 
q u e s t i o n  s t i l l  unanswered an o l d e r ,  w e l l - s e a s o n e d  a t t e n d -  
a n t  approached  us.  Once a g a i n ,  I went  t h r o u g h  t h e  story, 



I I Y  a 1 1  m e  a e i a i i s .  A r i e r  ne l i s t e n e d ,  he d i s p e r s e d  
group,  c l o s e d  t h e  hood and c r a w l e d  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  

' He soon emerged and p roced  t o  d e s c r i b e  t o  u s  how a  
huge b l i s t e r  on t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  r i g h t  f r o n t  t i r e  and 
he e x p l a i n e d  how t h i s  c o u l d  and wou ld  produce t h e  symptoms 
we exper ienced .  Joyce,  w i s e l y  had h im r e p l a c e  b o t h  f r o n t  
t i r e s  and i n  a  m a t t e r  of  two hours  we were on o u r  way t o  
D a l l a s .  

The b r e a k f a s t  s e a r c h  and c a r  p r o b l e m  had d e l a y e d  u s  
l o n g  enough t h a t  we were f o r c e d  t o  t r a v e l  d u r i n g  t h e  
h e a t  o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  We became nervous  as t h e  temp- 
e r a t u r e  guage rose .  and we were o b l i g a t e d  t o  s h u t  o f f  t h e  
a i r - c o n d i t i o n e r  each t i m e  i t  d i d .  T h i s  t o o  was d i s t u r b -  
i n g  as t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  w i t h i n  o u r  v e h i c l e  d i d  n o t  rema in  
s t a b l e  and I became w o r r i e d  o v e r  t h e  k i t t e n s  becoming 
dehydra ted .  A t  l a s t  we reached  o u r  f r i e n d s  i n  D a l l a s .  
A f t e r  u n p a c k i n g  we had a  v e r y  n i c e  v i s i t  and t h e  hours  
passed q u i c k l y .  Aga in  we packed up and resumed o u r  
t r a v e l s  t o  o u r  u l t i m a t e  d e s i n a t i o n  - Houston and Conven t ion  

I t  was l a t e  n i g h t  when we a r r i v e d  i n  Houston.  Exhausted 
as wer were, we went  t h r o u g h  o u r  m o t e l  room i n s p e c t i o n ,  ,, 

unpacked t h e  e n t i r e  c a r  and o r g a n i z e d  o u r  b e l o n g i n g s  f o r  
t h e  t h r e e  day  s t a y .  I s t a y e d  up  p r e p a r i n g  fo rmu las  w h i l e  
Joyce p e a c e f u l l y  snored  - d e s p i t e  t h e  sc reaming  o f  t h e  
b l e n - e r  and t h e  k i t t e n s  bound ing  a c r o s s  h e r  i n  a  game o f  
t a a .  

W h i l e  i n  Houston we a t t e n d e d  l e c t u r e s  a n d m e e t i n g s  
which we each r e c o r d e d  on t a p e  f o r  o u r  f e l i n e  t a p e  l i b r -  
a r i e s " .  We had a  most  e n j o y a b l e  t i m e  v i s i t i n g  w i t h  o l d  
f r i e n d s  and p i c k i n g  up  b i t s  o f  knowledge h e r e  and t h e r e  

' the f o l l o w i n g  two days.  On t h e  t h i r d  day  we began t o  
i z e  f o r  o u r  d e p a r t u r e  l a t e r  t h a t  even ing .  

s 
L- 

When i t  was t i m e  t o  l e a v e  we s a i d  o u r  goodbyes and 
headed wes t .  I had reached  my l i m i t  o f  accumula ted  ex -  
h a u s t i o n  a f t e r  a  few h o u r s  o f  d r i v i n g ,  so Joyce t o o k  
over  t h e  wheel w h i l e  I s l e p t .  A t  dawn she sudden ly  became 
v e r y  s i c k  and we t h o u g h t  a t  f i r s t  she had e a t e n  someth ing  
t h a t  had d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  h e r .  However, as t i m e  passed, i t  
became e v i d e n t  t h a t  she had c o n t r a c t e d  some t y p e  o f  v i r u s  
and a l t h o u g h  she weathered  i t  f a i r l y  w e l l ,  I was w o r r i e d  
t h a t  t h e  k i t t e n s  m i g h t  a l s o  c a t c h  i t .  I wanted desper -  
a t e l y  t o  s t o p  i n  s p i t e  o f  o u r  s c h e d u l e  b u t  we b o t h  had 
o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  meet a t  home, so I had no  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  
p r e s s  on. 

The a f t e r n o o n  sun found  us s t i l l  i n  Texas, as I 
choked down some o f  t h e  M y l a n t a  I had t a k e n  a l o n g  f o r  t h e  
k i t t e n s  w i t h  t h e  hope o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  nausea I was be-  
g i n n i n g  t o  f e e l  and k e p t  on d r i v i n g .  When we d i d  s t o p  a t  
a  m o t e l  I i n s t r u c t e d  Joyce t o  t a k e  h e r  shower and go 
s t r a i g h t  t o  bed, t h i n k i n g  she wou ld  f e e l  b e t t e r  a f t e r  some 
s leep .  I s e t  abou t  unpack ing  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  and c o m p l e t -  
i n g  t h e  k i t t e n  c a r e  as i f  automated.  Then I showered, 
d ressed  and f e l l  a c r o s s  my own bed t o  s l e e p  f o r  t h r e e  hours  

' The r e s t  had he lped ,  b u t  Joyce was s t i l l  weak. I went 
o u t s i d e  t o  a r r a n g e  t h e  c a r  when I h e a r d  a  b l o o d  c u r d l i n g  
scream. .... 1 r a c e d  back t o  o u r  room and r a n  head-on i n t o  
Joyce f l e e i n g  t h e  bathroom and t h e  r a t h e r  l a r g e  s c o r p i o n  
t h a t  had c r a w l e d  o u t  o f  t h e  d r a i n  w h i l e  she was b r u s h i n g  
h e r  t e e t h .  Needless t o  say, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  scene was t h e  
f a s t e s t  c h e c k - o u t  i n  h i s t o r y :  

We l e f t  t h e  Texas s c o r p i o n  b e h i n d  and I d r o v e  us 
t h r o u g h  A r i z o n a .  As we neared  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  l i n e ,  J o y c e ' s  
c o n d i t i o n  was g r e a t l y  improved,  b u t  my own nausea p e r s i s t e d  
We changed s e a t s  and Joyce d r o v e  us i n t o  San D iego  r i g h t  
on schedu le .  

Necrology 
I T  WAS WITH MUCH SORROW THAT WE LEARNED OF THE DEATH 
OF CAESAR AND TRILBY, TWO BEAUTIFUL OCELOTS OWNED 
BY LORA VIGNE OF SAN FRANCISCO. THESE CATS WERE OVER 
12 YEARS OLD AND HAD PRODUCED MANY KITTENS. THEIR 
ROMANCE AND SUBSEQUENT MATINGS WERE FAITHFULLY REPORT- 
ED I N  PAST LIOC NEWSLETTERS. THEY WILL BE MISSED BY 
ALL WHO LOVED THEM. 

Dear LIOC: 

A t  an OEEFC m e e t i n g  r e c e n t l y  we g o t  a  chance t o  see 
Ken H a t f i e l d ' s  new baby j a g u a r .  She i s  a  d o l l !  H o l d i n g  
h e r  I r e a l i z e d  t h i s  l i t t l e  bund le  o f  f u r  wou ld  grow up  
t o  be a  250 pound c a t .  

Many peop le  wou ld  a rgue  t h a t  h e r  l i f e  w i l l  be an 
u n - n a t u r a l  one f o r  such an an ima l ;  t h i s  may be t r u e ,  b u t  
t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  t o  us was t h e  t e r r i b  'e d e s t r u c -  
t i o n  she wou ld  s u f f e r  i n  t h e  w i l d  a t  t h e  hands o f  t r o p h y  
h u n t e r s  and f u r  t r a d e r s .  Our anger s h o u l d  be d i r e c t e d  a t  
t h o s e  and o t h e r s  who d e s t r o y  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  h a b i t a t  o f  
t h e s e  a n i m a l s  - n o t  a g a i n s t  peop le  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  , 
p r e s e r v e  them. 

As u s u a l ,  I l e a r n e d  new t h i n g s  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .  Ken's  
t a l k  on  d e c l a w i n g  - comple te  w i t h  d iagrams - was an eye-  
opener.  I have a lways  been a g a i n s t  d e c l a w i n g  o f  c a t s ,  f o r  
t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  I worked a t  a  v e t e r i n a r y  c l i n i c  f o r  many 
y e a r s  and was r e q u i r e d  t o  h e l p  i n  many o p e r a t i o n s .  T h i s  
was done w i t h  t h e  g u i l l o t i n e - t y p e  c l i p p e r s ,  c u t t i n g  t h r o u g h  
c law,  f l e s h  and bone and r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  b l o o d y  mess. The 
c a t ' s  f e e t  were bandaged and a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  p a i n  
and d i s c o m f o r t  was exper ienced .  

Ken e x p l a i n e d  how t h e  c laws  c o u l d  be removed w i t h  a  
minimum o f  b l e e d i n g  and d i s c o m f o r t  w i t h  no bad a f t e r -  
e f f e c t s .  S u r e l y  t h i s  t y p e  p rocedure  s h o u l d  be mandatory.  

My ma in  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n  was a l s o  because o f  sad 
e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s  so easy f o r  them t o  s l i p  o u t  a  d o o r  and 
i n  f a c t ,  some u n f e e l i n g  f o l k s  l e t  t h e i r  declawed c a t s  o u t  
k n o w i n g l y ,  wh ich  has r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c a t s  b e i n g  mauled 
by dogs and h a v i n g  t o  be eu than ized .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Excep t  f o r  t h e  i l l n e s s  on t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p ,  I do n o t  
r - -  't o u r  a d v e n t u r e  - b u t  once i s  enough! The k i t t e n s ?  

o n c i l l a ,  t h o u g h t  t h e  whole t h i n g  was q u i t e  a  l a r k ;  
, d o  l i t t l e  boys a r e  now named J a i "  and "Ponce de Leon" 
and a r e  no l o n g e r  l i t t l e  boys ;  and l a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t  , 
baby g i r l  has blossomed i n t o  a  b e a u t y  named Sweethear t " .  
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Thar She Blows 
by E t h e l  Hauser 

Mother  N a t u r e  has a  way of  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  h e r  awn 
showing mankind how i n s i g n i f i c a n t  we r e a l l y  a r e .  O l d  
n i v e ' s  t a l e s  say an ima ls  have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p r e d i c t  a  
change i n  t h e i r  env i ronment .  Whether i t ' s  a  r a i n s t o r m ,  
o r  a  h u r r i c a n ,  t o r n a d o  o r  ear thquake .  A f t e r  l a s t  week 
I ' m  conv inced  t h i s  i s  t r u e .  

Sa tu rday  n i g h t  s t a r t e d  o f f  l i k e  most  o t h e r  e v e n i n g s ,  
f e e d i n g  t h e  c a t s  and h a v i n g  o u r  d a i l y  r a p  s e s s i o n  w i t h  
each. A l t h o u g h  o u r  c a t s  c a n ' t  speak, t h e y  d e f i n i t e l y  have 
t h e i r  own way o f  t e l l i n g  me t h e y  m i s s  me and how t h e y  
f e e l .  However, t h a t  n i g h t  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  e a t ,  and d i d n ' t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a r e  t h a t  I was even t h e r e .  T h e i r  eyes were 
d i a l a t e d  and many were p a c i n g . t h e  f l o o r ,  wh ich  c a t s  w i l l  
do under  s t r e s s .  

Mama chaus was i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  h e r  
t i m e  and l i t t l e  M i t z i e  Margay was expec ted  t o  have h e r  
k i t  a t  any t i m e  a l s o .  Sunday morn ing  we knew someth ing  
was d e f i n a t e l y  g o i n g  on, as a11 f o o d  was untouched.  Even 
t h e  munch-mouth c a t s  h a d n ' t  ea ten .  I r a n  i n t o  t h e  house 
and t o l e  A l l a n  t h a t  t h e r e  must  be something g o i n g  t o  
happen. Out  i n  t h e  o u t s i d e  r u n s  t h e  o c e l o t s  were r u n n i n g  
back and f o r t h  and l i f t i n g  t h e i r  heads i n  a  f u n n y  way; 
k i n d a  s c r e w i n g  them back an& f o r t h  and s t a n d i n g  up a t  
t h e  w i r e .  L a t e r  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  we had a  j o l t .  4.6 on 
t h e  R i c h t e r  s c a l e  and s e v e r a l  m i n o r  t r e m b l e s  l a t e r  t h a t  
even ing .  

Mama chaus had h e r  baby and i t  was k i l l e d  as t h e  
d e l i v e r y  was v e r y  rough.  Ano ther  came easy and was so 
b e a u t i f u l .  She c l e a n e d  and nursed  i t  r i g h t  o f f .  The way 
she p r o t e c t e d  t h e  baby and c u r l e d  around it, I was s u r e  
t h i s  one wou ld  be OK. I s t a y e d  n e a r  most  o f  t h e  n i g h t  
and t h e  n e x t  morn ing  I l o o k e d  i n  on h e r  and a l l  was 
w e l l .  Baby was c r a w l i n g  around h e r  and l o o k i n g  good. 

^tout 12:30 we had a n o t h e r  ear thquake ,  t h i s  t i m e  l e a v i n g  
l i t t l e  c r a t e r  i n  t h e  s i d e  o f  Mt. S t .  Helena. 

My l i t t l e  fa rm i s  a b o u t  21 m i l e s  f rom h e r  b y  a i r .  
G e o l o g i s t s  came f r o m  a l l  around. i t  l o o k e d  as I f  we 
m i g h t  be i n  t r o u b l e .  The mounta in  l o s t  o n l y  6 f e e t  o f  
h e r  t o p  i n  t h e  l a s t  week o f  e r u p t i o n s :  steam has been 
r i s i n g  f r o m  h e r  c r a t e r s  and h e r  bowels a r e  r u m b l i n g .  

T h a t  n i g h t  when I came home f r o m  work I r a n  t o  t h e  
c a t  house knowing now why t h e y  had been so t e r r i b l y  
u p s e t .  I was s i c k ,  t h e  baby chaus had van ished .  We even 
r a k e d  t h e  c h i p s  and moved t h e  n e s t  box b u t  t h e r e  was 
n o t h i n g  l e f t .  

Wednesday even ing  t h e  l i t t l e  margay a c t e d  l i k e  i t  was 
t i m e .  She had shredded paper f o r  h e r  bed and s t a y e d  

h e r  box. We always i s o l a t e  t h e  p r e g n a n t  c a t s  so t h e y  
a i n ' t  be b o t h e r e d  by t h e  ones n e x t d o o r .  She was a l l  
boarded up  e x c e p t  f o r  a  peep h o l e  so I c o u l d  keep t a b s  
on h e r  p r o g r e s s .  About an h o u r  l a t e r ,  s u r e  enough, a  
him hahw w x e  hmmn Knnwinn che i c  a nnnd mnthnv T l e f t  

an0 r e t u r n e d  l a t e r .  The mounta in  had burped i n  t h e  
meanwh i le  and a n o t h e r  c r a t e r  s c a r r e d  h e r  s u r f a c e .  When 
I checked h e r  a g a i n  t h e  k i t t e n  was gone. She t o o  had 
k i l l e d  h e r  k i t t e n .  

We l l ,  i t ' s  two weeks l a t e r  and Mt.St .  He lens  i s  
s t i l l  r u m b l i n g ,  whe ther  she w i l l  e r u p t  w e ' l l  j u s t  have 
t o  w a i t  and see. The ash f a l l o u t  and t h e  s u l p h u r  s m e l l  
i s n ' t  t o o  bad b u t  we a l l  t u r n  our  heads t o w a r d  h e r  when 
we go o u t s i d e  j u s t  t o  see t h e  b l a c k  c l o u d s  p u f f i n g  up.  

Most  p e o p l e  may f e e l  i t ' s  j i b b e r i s h ,  b u t  I ' m  a  
b e l i e v e r  t h a t  a n i m a l s  can sense a  change i n  n a t u r e .  
Chinese s c i e n t i s t s  have begun p r e d i c t i n g  ear thquakes  
based on a n i m a l ' s  b e h a v i o r .  Among such Chinese r e p o r t s  
a r e  r a t s  t h a t  c l i m b e d  u t i l i t y  po les ,  p i g s  t h a t  c r a s h e d  

Out  o f  t h e i r  pens and b i r d s  t h a t  evacuated t h r e a t e n e d  area 
en masse. C e r t a i n  an ima ls  a p p a r e n t l y  can hear  sounds a t  
v e r y  l o w  f r e q u e n c i e s ,  s m e l l  gases e s c a p i n  f r o m  t h e  ground 
and even sense m i n u t e  changes i n  t h e  e a r t h ' s  e l e c t r i c a l  
f i e l d s .  Each i s  a t  l e a s t  i m p l i c a t e d  as a  p o t e n t i a l  warn-  
i n g  t h a t  an ear thquake  i s  on i t ' s  way. 

The l a s t  t i m e  Mt. S t .  Helen th rew a  t a n t r u m  she  
k e p t  i t  up f o r  7 y e a r s .  I f  t h a t  happens t h i s  t ime ,  my 
p o o r  c a t s  may j u s t  have t o  g e t  used t o  her .  I'll keep 
a  c l o s e r  eye  on  them and t r y  t o  a v o i d  u p s e t  mothers  k i l l -  
i n g  any more k i t t e n s .  

HEREDITY VS 
ENVIRONMENT 

O r .  W.R. C e n t e r w a l l .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f . ,  Dav is .  

Which i s  more i m p o r t a n t ,  g e n e t i c  endowment o r  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  u p b r i n g i n g ?  T h i s  age-o ld  c o n t r o v e r s y  s t i l l  
p e r s i s t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  such complex q u a l -  
i t i t e s  as b e h a v i o r ,  temperament and p e r s o n a l i t y .  To shed  
more l i g h t  on t h e  r e l a t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  h e r e d i t y  and 
env i ronment ,  f o r  t h e  p a s t  e i g h t  y e a r s  t h e  a u t h o r  has been 
c r o s s - b r e e d i n g  t h e  l e d p a r d  c a t  w i t h  t h e  domest i c  and 
o b s e r v i n g  t h e  o f f s p r i n g .  

A  h a l f  dozen ma le  l e o p a r d  ca tsand  more t h a n  a  s c o r e  
o f  domest i c  fema les ,  produced more than  a  hundred,  f i r s t  
g e n e r a t i o n  h y b r i d s  were i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  s tudy .  

A11 h y b r i d s  were r a i s e d  by domest ic  mothers  w i t h  
f o s t e r  s i b l i n g ,  domest i c  k i t t e n  c o n t r o l s .  Though a v e r -  
a g i n g  a b o u t  midway between t h e  w i l d  & domes t i c  p a r e n t s ,  
t h e y  h y b r i d s  e x h i b i t e d  m o d e r a t e l y  wide ranges of c h a r a c -  
t e r i s t i c s  b u t  w i t h  none as tameable as i t s  domest i c  
mother  n o r  as un tameab le  as i t s  w i l d  f a t h e r  r e a r e d  o n  a  
domest i c  f o s t e r  mother .  

O b s e r v a t i o n s  on back-c ross  h y b r i d s  s u p p o r t  t h e  
t h e  d i r e c t  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  b e h a v i o r  w i t h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
domest i c  t o  w i l d  genes p r e s e n t .  The ev idence  appears  
u n e q u i v o c a l  t h a t  t h e  maximal p o t e n t i a l s  f o r  o p t i m a l  
( d o m e s t i c )  b e h a v i o r  a r e  g e n e t i c a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  and how 
c l o s e  one comes t o  t h a t  maximum p o t e n t i a l  i s  a  m a t t e r  
o f  env i ronment .  E x t r a p o l a t i n g  these  s t u d i e s  t o  humans, 
we can  b e t t e r  a p p r e c i a t e  b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  and how some 
p e o p l e  have i t  i n  t h e i r  i n b o r n  n a t u r e  t o  be more amic -  
a b l e  and s e n s i t i v e ,  e t c .  and succeed more a t  t h i s  t h a n  
do o t h e r s  who i n d e e d  may be t r y i n g  h a r d e r  and on whom 
g r e a t e r  e f f o r t s  have been ves ted  t o  a t t a i n  t h e s e  g o a l s .  
I n  cases  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  success and f a i l u r e ,  pe rhaps  
we s h o u l d  c a r e  b o t h  c r e i t  and blame w i t h  Mother  N a t u r e .  

T R A V E L I N G  WITH T IGER? 
I f  so, you  m i g h t  want t o  w r i t e  f o r  t h e  book, T o u r i n g  

w i t h  Towser ( $ 1 .  Gaines TWT, Box 1007, Kankakee 111 609011 
I t  l i s t s  thousands  o f  h o t e l s  i n  t h e  US & Canada t h a t  
welcome Pets .  

Be s u r e  t o  check w i t h  a11 S t a t e s  you may be p a s s i n g  
t h r o u g h  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  e x o t i c  laws.  And a  copy o f  a  
c u r r e n t  h e a l t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  showing v a c c i n a t i o n s  i s  a  m u s t .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  make s u r e  y o u r  p e t  has a  c o l l a r  w i t h  y o u r  
name and address  on i t .  D o n ' t  t a k e  any chances - a g a i n  
i t ' s  a  case o f  b e t t e r  s a f e  than  s o r r y .  



THEY HAVE THE RIGHT-OF-WAY 

Shou ld  you f i n d  y o u r s e l f  d r i v i n g  i n  a  remote  a r e a  o f  
S o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  i n  Way,be Warned: Snakes have t h e  

DIDN'T THEY FIGURE ON I T ?  

A  r e c e n t  e x p e r i m e n t  conduc ted  b y  Dr.  N i l s  O r i t s -  
l a n d  of  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Os lo ,  Norway was a  t e s t  i n  
w h i c h  t h r e e  p o l a r  b e a r s  were dunked i n  c r u d e  o i l  t o  s t u d y  
t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s p i l l s  o n  r a r e  a n i m a l s .  One b e a r  d i e d  b y  
s w a l l o w i n g  c r u d e  o i l  i t  t r i e d  t o  c l e a n  o f f  i t s  once w h i t e  
f u r ;  a  second s u f f e r e d  k i d n e y  f a i l u r e  and had t o  be  des-  
t r o y e d ;  and t h e  t h i r d  i s  a i l i n g  a t  l a s t  r e p o r t  and n o t  
e x p e c t e d  t o  l i v e .  We'd l i k e  t o  know who t h e  dummy i s  who 
a l l o w e d  such a  s a c r i f i c e .  

PASSENGER FILES SUIT 

F r e d d i e  H a l l  has a  q u a r r e l  w i t h  Texas I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
A i r l i n e s  - a n o t h e r  passenger  b i t  h im he c l a i m s .  The 
passenger  H a l l  c o m p l a i n s  a b o u t  i n  t h e  $25,000 c i v i l  
s u i t  i s  a  chipmunk and H a l l  c l a i m s T 1  was n e g l i g e n t  i n  
a l l o w i n g  t h e  l i t t l e  c r e a t u r e  t o  m i n g l e  w i t h  t h e  human 
passengers .  H a l l  says he was b i t t e n  and s u f f e r e d  b r u i s e s  
c o n t u s i o n s ,  p h y s i c a l  p a i n  and m e n t a l  angu ish .  

THEY SAID I T  COULDNnT BE DONE 

An a n i m a l  b r e e d e r  r a i s e d  t h e  p o s s i b l i t y  a t  a  s c i e n -  
t i f i c  m e e t i n g  o f  c r o s s i n g  a  sheep w i t h  a  p i g  t o  c r e a t e  a  
s i n g l e  a n i m a l  t h a t  wou ld  p r o v i d e  b o t h  wool  and bacon. 

D i s c u s s i n g  g e n e t i c  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  Dr .  John K i n g ,  D i r -  
e c t o r  o f  t h e  Animal  B r e e d i n g  Research O r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  
E d i n b u r g h  t o l d  t h e  B r i t i s h  Assn. f o r  t h e  Advancement o f  
S c i e n c e  t h a t  such a t t e m p t s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be made and 
c o u l d  be s u c c e s s f u l  . 

He s a i d  genes m i g h t  be m a n i p u l a t e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  
p i g - l i k e  a n i m a l  t h a t  wou ld  g row wool .  The new a n i m a l  
wou ld  b r e e d  a t  t h e  r a t e  of  p i g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s l o w e r  
r a t e  o f  sheep. B u t  r a i s i n g  o r d i n a r y  lambs i s  l i k e l y  t o  
c o n t i n u e ,  K i n g  s a i d  if o n l y  t o  keep t h e  Sunday t a b l e  
f u l l .  

INDIANNA's DOING SOMETHING ABOUT I T  

We a l l  know t h a t  h a b i t a t  d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  f o r m  
o f  l a n d  deve lopment  f o r  f a r m i n g ,  h o u s i n g  and i n d u s t r y  
i s  one o f  t h e  ma in  reasons  f o r  d e c r e a s i n g  w i l d l i f e .  
I n d i a n n a  i s  one s t a t e  t h a t  i s  t r y i n g  t o  do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  
i t .  The s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  has adop ted  a  c l a s s i f i e d  w i l d -  
l i f e  a c t  t h a t  a l l o w s  landowners  a  t a x  b r e a k  on l a n d s  t h e y  
p u t  a s i d e  f o r  w i l d l i f e  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  Under t h e  a c t ,  y o u  
r e c e i v e  a  one d o l l a r  p e r  a c r e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  y o u r  t a x  assess-  
ment  on  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s ,  p l u s  f r e e  h a b i t a t  a d v i c e  and t e c h -  
n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  

LAUGH FOR THE DAY 

The F l o r i d a  Game And F r e s h  Water  
a p p l i e d  f o r  a  p e r m i t  t h a t  wou ld  permi  

t h e  w i l d  ALL e x i s t i n g  dusky  seas 
i g  i n  a  c a p t i v e  b r e e d i n g  p rogram 

. ^ I  k s ?  

F i s h  commiss ion  has 
t them toQ ' remove  
i d e  spar rows  f o r  s a f e  
. Why them and n o t  

r i g h t - o f - w a y .  
The US F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  c l o s e s  a  two m i l e  s t r e t c h e  o f  

r o a d  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  a  350 b l u f f  t w i c e  a  y e a r  f o r  t h e  
annua l  snake m i g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  LaRue P i n e  H i l l s  E c o l o g i -  
c a l  a r e a .  The Snakes have t o  t r a v e l  a b o u t  500 f e e t  f rom 
t h e i r  w i n t e r  homes i n  t h e  g r a g g y  b l u f f s  t o  one o f  s e v e r a l  
swamos. On a  h o t  day vou c a n  wa lk  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  and see 
as many as a  dozen snakes c r o s s i n g  t h e t w o  m i l e  s t r e t c h  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l i k e s  o f  r a t t l e s n a k e s ,  moccasins and 
copperheads - q u i t e  a  g a t h e r i n g  a t  one t i m e .  

BENEFIT CRITTERS WITH DOLLARS 

I n  C o l o r a d o  a  c h e c k o f f  square  on t h e  s t a t e  income 
t a x  f o r m s  a l l o w s  t a x p a y e r s  t o  c a n n e l  f u n d s  f r o m  t h e i r  
s t a t e  income t a x  r e f u n d s  i n t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  non-game w i l d -  
l i f e  program. I n  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  s i n c e  i t s  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  
t h e  p rogram has produced n e a r l y  $1 m i l l i o n  f o r  t h e  748 
non-game a n i m a l s  found  i n  t h e  s t a t e  ... e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  
s o n g b i r d s  and e a g l e s  t o  chipmunks and shrews f a l l  i n t o  
t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  n o t  hun ted  o r  f i s h e d  
f o r  - t h a t ' s  a b o u t  80 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  i n  
Co lo rado .  Checkoff f u n d s  have h e l p e d  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  
r i v e r  o t t e r s ,  and r e s t o r e  h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  p r a i r i e  
c h i c k e n  and p roduce  p e s t i c i d e  f r e e  eggs f rom c a p t i v e  
p e r e g r i n e  f a l c o n s .  

DO 

BAN LIFTED 

Sad news f o r  t h e  wo lves  on  f e d e r a l  l a n d  i n  A laska ;  t h e  
ban  on  a e r i a l  h u n t i n g  o f  wo lves  has been l i f t e d .  S e c r e t a r y  
C e c i l  Andurs t o o k  t h i s  a c t i o n  i n  v i e w  o f  h i s  l o n g  h e l d  
b e l i e f  t h a t  "Management o f  non-endangered w i l d l i f e  o n  
p u b l i c  l a n d s  i s  a  s t a t e  p e r o g a t i v e  . 
OUTNUMBERED 

A  roundup  o f  r a r e ,  b i g h o r n  sheep, c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  t h e  C a l .  
Dept .  o f  F i s h  I Game, came t o  a  g r i m  end a f t e r  f i v e  o f  
t h e  1 0  sheep hereded  i n t o  a  r e l o c a t i o n  pen d i e d  o f  exhaust 
i o n .  f r i g h t  and h y p e r v e n t i l a t i o n .  A  f o r c e  o f  40 men f r o m  
5 s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s , i t r u c k s  and a  h e l i c o p t e r  t o o l  
p a r t  i n  t h e  roundup.  

'USELESS"G0ATS TO BE MOVED 

The l a s t  g o a t s  o f  San Clemente I s l a n d ,  o f f  t h e  
c o a s t  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  saved f r o m  s l a u g h t e r ,  a r e  t o  be 
a i r l i f t e d  from t h e i r  home canyons t o  Sou thern  C a l i f .  
The Navy and t h e  Fund F o r  An ima ls  w i l l  pay t o  t r a n s p o r t  
t h e  g o a t s  i n  a  Lockheed E l e c t r a  ... t h i s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
u n t i l  t h e  4,500 g o a t s  a r e  moved f r o m  Navy owned l a n d .  
The a n i m a l s  a r e  remenants o f  a  w i d e l y  k i l l e d  p o p u l a t i o n  
because i t  posed a  t h r e a t  t o  p r o t e c t e d  s p e c i e s  o f  
p l a n t s .  O f f i c i a l s  c l a i m  t h e y  a r e  w r e c k i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n -  
ment  f o r  seven endangered s p e c i e s .  

The Navy s l a u g h t e r e d  most  o f  t h e  17,000 g o a t s  i n  
1976 and had s i m i l a r  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  r e s t .  B u t  t h e  Fund 
f o r  A n i m a l s  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  g roups ,  won a  c o u r t  
o r d e r  t o  b l o c k  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  k i l l .  The Navy w i l l  
c o n t r i b u t e  t h e  $80,000 i t  p l a n n e d  t o  spend on s h o o t i n g  
t h e  g o a t s .  The Key t o  t h e  P l a n  i s  a  f e n c e  s u p p o r t e d  
f rom an overhead w i r e  t h a t  opens 350 f e e t  w ide  and 
s l i d e s  c l o s e d  by remote c o n t r o l  o r  when a  sensor  d e t e r -  
m i n e s  t h e r e  a r e  enough warm b looded  c r e a t u r e s  inside.,-^ 



0 
SNAKE OWNERS TO J A I L  

Keeping a  p e t  snake i n  Hawa i i  c o u l d  mean a  y e a r  i n  
j a i l ,  t hanks  t o  a  b i l l  o k ' d  by t h e  S t a t e  Senate. On ly  
t h e  zoo i s  a l l o w e d  t o  keep snakes. The b i l l  would s e t  a  
mandatory one y e a r  p r i s o n  t e r m  and a  maximum $5,000 f i n e  
. About two dozen snakes were found  1 o o c ~  i n  ins s t a t e  
l a s t  y e a r  - i m p o r t e d  and e i t h e r  r e l e a s e d  o r  escaped f r o m  
t h e i r  c a p t i v i t y .  

BIRDS GO TO SEED, NOT TO THE SOUTH 

T h i s  may be h a r d  t o  swa l low b u t  some q u i t e  know- 
l e d g e a b l e  a u t h o r ' f t i e s  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  suspec t  t h a t  
b i r d s e e d  i s  bad f o r  b i r d s .  

B e f o r e  r u n n i n g  t o  t h e  backyard  f e e d e r  t o  p e r f o r m  
a  body coun t ,  be a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  danger  i s  more l o n g  
range  and i n s i d i o u s  t h a n  immediate.  W h i l e  i t s  t r u e  
t h a t  b i r d s e e d ,  under c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  i s  po isonous ,  
t h e  r e a l  danger i s  t h a t  b i r d s  g e t  hooked on  t h e  s t u f f .  

F r e e l o a d i n g  f l o c k s  a r e  becoming so dependent  on 
backyard  handouts t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a l t e r i n g  m i g r a t i o n  
p a t t e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  abou t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  i c e  age. 
Indeed, 30 y e a r s  ago, i t  was a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  
a  c a r d i n a l  anywhere n e a r  N o r t h e r n  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r .  
Now n e a r l y  a l l  o f  them s t a y  - t h a n k s  t o  b i r d s e e d .  

As a  r e s u l t ,  b i r d s  a r e  s u b j e c t i n g  themselves t o  
t h e  r i a o r s  o f  h a r s h  weather .  The o a s t  t h r e e  w i n t e r s  
i n  I l l i n o i s  k i l l e d  mos t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  m o c k i n g b i r d s  
and C a r o l i n a  wrens. Says W i l l i a m  Beecher, d i r e c t o r  
o f  t h e  Chicago Academy o f  Sc iences .  

Ano ther  m a j o r  p rob lem 1s  t h o u g h t l e s s n e s s  o n  
the  p a r t  o f  t h e  b i r d s '  human p r o v i d e r s  I f  you s t a r t  
f e e d i n g  b i r d s  i n  f a l l  t h e  b i r d s  w i l l  t h i n k  t h e y ' v e  
found a  s t e a d y  source  o f  food .  A l l  t o o  o f t e n ,  however, 
peop le  t i r e  w i t h  t h e  d a i l y  c h o r e  o r  t a k e  o f f  f o r  m i d  
wint -pr  v a c a t i o n s .  l e a v i n a  t h e  b i r d s  t o  fend f o r  them- . . . . . - - . . - - - . 
s e l v e s  - l e a d i n g t o  t h e i r  s t a r v a t i o n .  

The Audobon S o c i e t y ,  wh ich  s e l l  s  b i r d s e e d  i t s e l f  
i s  an u n l i k e l y  c r i t i c  o f  b i r d  f e e d i n g ,  b u t  r e c e n t l y  
i t  caused a  t i z z y  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  I t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
c racked  e o r n  and peanu t  h e a r t s  f o u n d  i n  most b i r d s e e d  
deve lop  a  c a r c i n o g e n  c a l l e d  a f l a t o x i n  i f  t h e y  s p o i l .  
T h i s  happens when t h e  seed s i t s  a round  t o o  l o n g ,  e i t h e r  
i n  t h e  ware house, o r  a t  home. A  b i r d  p r i m a r i l y  needs 
t h e  c a r b o h y d r a t e s  p r o v i d e d  by s u n f l o w e r  seeds and m i l l e t  
f o r  energy,  w h i l e  c o r n  and peanu ts  o f f e r  o n l y  m a r g i n a l  
p o t e i n ,  b u t  b i r d s  l i k e  t h e  way peanu ts  sme l l .  

LOVABLE OR PEST? 

Los Alamos Lake, AZ. They have perky .  impudent  e a r s ,  
b i t ,  i n n o c e n t  eyes,  a  c u d d l y ,  o v e r s i z e d  head. Elsewhere 
t h e y  c a l l  them ass o r  donkey o r  equus a s i n u s .  Here t h e y  
c a l l  them b u r r o ,  b u t  t h e y  mean p e s t .  

O f f i c i a l s  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  h a l f  o f  t h e  p a l o s  ve rdes  
t r e e s  w i t h i n  a  m i l e  o f  t h e  l a k e  a r e  dead f rom an ima l  
~ r a z i n q .  W i t h i n  t h r e e  m i l e s ,  t h e  t r e e s  have been s t r i p p e d  
o f  85% o f  t h e i r  v e g i t a t i o n .  

Land managers concerned abou t  p e r s e r v i n g  t h e  d e s e r t  
i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  s t a t e .  The Los Alamos Lake r e g i o n  con-  
s i s t s  o f  a  d e s e r t  wonder land s t a t e  p a r k  su r rounded  by 
l a n d  under  t h e  Bureau o f  Land Management. The Bureau 
i s  mandated t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  l a n d s  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  f rom 
m i n i n g  t o  w i l d l i f e  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  f r o m  range  management 
t o  r e c r e a t i o n .  

The b u r r o  g e t s  i n  t h e  way. So, s i n c e  1975, t h e  
Bureau has rounded  UD 1.600 o f  them and s e n t  them o u t  
as p e t s  i n  i t s  ~ d 0 ~ t . a  B u r r o  program. 

The program i s  g e n e r a l l y  humane and keeps t h e  h e r d  
own t o  t h e  175 o r  so t h a t  t h e  212,000 a c r e s  can s u p p o r t .  

S ince  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  t h e r e  have been e f f o r t s  t o  reduce  t h e  
herds .  B u t  t h e  b u r r o ,  wh ich  r e p r o d u c e s  a  f i f t h  o f  i t s  
number each y e a r ,  keeps coming back.  

Casual  h u n t i n a  used t o  h o l d  numbers down and some 

~ U L  a S L U R  10 m a r .  s i n c e  b u r r o s  nave no  n a t u r a l  p r e d a -  
t o r s  i n  t h e  d e s e r t  and a r e  r e m a r k a b l y  immune Uo most  
d iseases ,  t h e y  keep mu1 t i p l y i n g .  

So, i n  1978 t h e  Park S e r v i c e  t e s t e d  some o p t i o n s  
f o r  h e r d  c o n t r o l .  I t  found  t h a t  i t  c o s t  $400 a p i e c e  f o r  
cowboys t o  b r i n g  them o u t  a l i v e .  Nex t  t h e y  s e n t  i n  
Park Rangers w i t h  t r a n q u i l i z e r  guns and h e l i c o p t e r s  
t o  see what t h a t  c o s t  - i t  came t o  $1.200 a  b u r r o .  

S h o o t i n g  i s  more c e r t a i n  and i t  o n l y  c o s t  $60 
a  p i e c e .  Some c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  c o l l e c t  
money t o  b r i n g  t h e  a n i m a l s  o u t  a l i v e  - and t h e  Park 
s e r v i c e  has g i v e n  them 2  months t o  see i f  i t  i s  f e a s -  
i b l e .  - - 

Meanwhi le  t h e  b u r r o s  keep chomping away on  d r o p -  
seed and I n d i a n  r i c e  g rass .  mesqu i te .  b l a c k  b r u s h  and 
a  c r u s t  fo rm ing  l i c h e n  t h a t  h o l d s  t h e  l a n d  t o g e t h e r .  
some of  t h e  damage i s  I r r e p a r a b l e .  

I t  t a k e s  50 t o  100 y e a r s  f o r  a  d e s e r t  t o  r e p a i r  . 
i t s e l f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  say. B u t  i t  o n l y  t a k e s  1 8  
monts between c o l t s  f o r  e v e r y  b u r r o  - and t h e y  l i v e  t o  
a  r i p e  o l d  age o f  20 years .  

EAGLE POPULATION UP 

A  t o t a l  o f  13,127 b a l d  eag les ,  35 p e r c e n t  more 
t h a n  i n  1979 were s i g h t e d  i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s  annua l  census  
o f  e a g l e s  i n  t h e  l o w e r  48 s t a t e s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  
F e d e r a t i o n  says. Washington r e p o r t e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  e a g l e  
p o p u l a t i o n  f o l l o w e d  by M i s s o u r i ,  C a l i f o r n i a  and F l o r i d a .  
No e a g l e s  were r e p o r t e d  i n  Rhode I s l a n d ,  Vermont o r  West 
V i r g n i a .  

W i l d l i f e  o f f i c i a l s  a t t r i b u t e d  much o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
t o  b e t t e r  c o u n t i n g  techn iques ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s h a r p  i n -  
c rease  i n  t h e  e a g l e  p o p u l a t i o n .  However e x p e r t s  a r e  
encouraged b y  t h e  number o f  young and immature  b i r d s  
s i g h t e d  and s t a t e  t h a t  we a r e  n o t  l o s i n g  g round  i n  t h e  
f i g h t  t o  save t h e  n a t i o n a l  emblem. 

The puma has been p r a c t i c a l l y  e x t e r m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  
e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  U.S. and p r e s s u r e  by t h e  c a t t l e  
i n d u s t r y  has d i m i n i s h e d  i t s  numbers i n  t h e  wes t .  L u c k i -  
l y ,  b o u n t i e s  have been revoked  i n  many s t a t e s  and t h e  
puma has be r e c l a s s i f i e d  a  "game a n i m a l " .  I n  a  few 
s t a t e s  i t  i s  t o t a l l y  p r o t e c t e d .  

I n  r e c e n t  years ,  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  b o b c a t  has 
changed f r o m  "vermin"  t o  t h a t  o f  a  h i g h l y  d e s i r a b l e  
f u r b e a r i n g  a n i m a l .  Because o f  t h e  demands by t h e  f a s h i o n  
i n d u s t r y ,  t h i s  a t t r a c t i v e ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  and b e n e f i c i a l  
c a t  ( t h e  b o b c a t  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  mouser and r a b b i t  h u n t e r )  
has be dec imated  i n  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s .  Where p r o t e c t e d ,  i t  
i s  s t i l l  f r e q u e n t l y  poached s i n c e  i t s  p e l t  b r i n g s  $300 
and more. 

So, t h o s e  o f  us d e d i c a t e d  t o  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  w i l d l i f e  
need t o  r e d o u b l e  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  assure  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  we have now t o  
e n j o y  and p r o t e c t  t h e  a n i m a l s  we l o v e  and r e s p e c t .  

THE ARIZONA SONORA DESERT MUSEUM I S  I N  NEE0 OF 
A  YOUNG MALE OCELOT AS A  MATE FOR GATITA (COVER) 
GATITA I S  NOW ABOUT A  YEAR OLD. I F  YOU CAN HELP 
OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO CAN, PLEASE CONTACT THE 
MUSEUM. 

MUSEUM 
A h -  
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P u b l i s h e d  b y  H a r c o u r t  B r a c e  J o v a n o v i c h ,  N.Y. 1979  
$12.95 

T h i s  book  was i n  mos t  b o o k s t o r e s  f o r  t h e  1979 H o l i d a y  
season. M o s t  l i b r a r i e s  have i t, some w i t h  l o n g  w a i t i n g  
l i s t s .  

The s u b t i t l e  i s  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  
book. The o n l y  s h o r t c o m i n g  i s  i t s  l e n g t h  w h i c h  c o u l d  
have been t w o  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  l o n g e r .  

T h i s  i s  J o y ' s  t e n t h  and l a s t  book and was r e l e a s e d  
s e v e r a l  months  p r i o r  t o  h e r  d e a t h .  The news b u l l e t i n s  
were c o n f u s e d  and l a s t e d  f o r  a  week. The f i n a l  s t o r y  
seems t o  be t h a t  she  was murdered  b y  s e v e r a l  f o r m e r  
employees t h a t  had been r e c e n t l y  f i r e d .  

Born;  F r e e  u g  F r e e  F o r e v e r  F r e e  The S t o r  o f  
E l s a ,  A'S o t t e d  m i x -  a  s ' C d  t h e  
m s  i e  kn:w h e r  k h e v  c s a b o u t  on: t h i r d  o f  -.. . 

h e r  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  and e x t r e m e l y  a c t i v e  l i f e t i m e .  Her 
'<e i n  A f r i c a  s t a r t e d  w i t h  p l a n t  and f o s s i l  e x p e d i t i o n s  

ked  t h r o u g h  r a r e ,  s m a l l  mammal and i n s e c t  c o l l e c t i n g  
museums and governments  b e f o r e  f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  t o  

we t r a v e l s  w i t h  h e r  t h i r d  husband, George Adamaon, t h e  
game warden.  Her p a i n t i n g s  o f  f l o w e r s  and p l a n t s  have 
been used  f o r  book i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and f i f t y  o f  h e r  p o r -  
t r a i t s  o f  o v e r  a  hundred  n a t i v e  t r i b a l  costumes a r e  
on  permanent  d i s p l a y  i n s i d e  t h e  S t a t e h o u s e  i n  N a i r o b i ,  
Kenya. 

Joy ,  t h r o u g h  h e r  books,  f o u n d a t i o n s  and  w o r l d w i d e  
l e c t u r e s  has  done more t o  save w i l d l i f e  and e d u c a t e  t h e  
p u b l i c  a b o u t  t h e  need f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  t h a n  any  o t h e r  
p e r s o n  i n  h i s t o r y .  

A r t  Human 

ATTITUDES 
A  t h r e e  y e a r  s t u d y  p r e p a r e d  b y  Dr .  Stephen K e l l e r t  

o f  t h e  Y a l e  Schoo l  o f  F o r e s t r y  and E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S t u d i e s  
r e p o r t s  on  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  Amer icans as r e l a t e d  t o  
i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  W i l d l i f e .  The Study,  conduc ted  u n d e r  a  
r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  f r o m  I n t e r i o r ' s  F i s h  & W i l d l i f e  s e r v i c e  
cost $450,000. 

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s t u d y  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  pub-  
l i c s  a t t i t u d e s  can  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  outcome o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
programs as much as any w i l d l i f e  management t e c h n i q u e .  
The y a l e  s t u d y  was based o n  e x t e n s i v e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n -  
a i r e  and i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  o v e r  3000 peop le .  Some o f  t h e  
s t u d y ' s  more r e l a t i v e  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1 .  Of t h e  e i g h t s e l e c t e d  w i l d l i f e  i s s u e s ,  Amer icans knew 
t h e  mos t  a b o u t  k i l l i n g  baby s e a l s  f o r  f u r " ,  and e f f e c t s  
o f  p e s t i c i d e  (DOT) on  b i r d s .  O n l y  34% o f  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n e d  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had some knowledge o f  t h e  Endangered 

~ c i e s  A c t ,  and o n l y  17% were f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  much 
l i c i z e d  s n a i l d a r t e r / T e l i i c o  Dam c o n t r o v e r s y .  

d' 

2.  Most  o f  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n e d  f a v o r e d  p r o t e c t i n g  w i l d l i f e  
even a t  t h e  expense o f  j o b s ,  h o u s i n g  and deve lopment  
p r o j e c t s .  55% opposed t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s  
art a ma..<Â¥Â " A a r f a A  hi* ..*..a C " r n / * i 0 C  

3 .  The p u b l i c ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  endangered s p e c i e s  p r o t e c t i o n  
when i t  wou ld  i n c r e a s e  c o s t s  f o r  an e n e r g y  p r o j e c t  depend- 
ded on t h e  a n i m a l  i n v o l v e d  and t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  
Amer icans o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  p r o t e c t h i n g  t h e  b a l d  
eag le ,  e a s t e r n  m o u n t a i n  l i o n  and t h e  Amer ican  c r o c o d i l e .  
Regard ing  t h e  s n a i l  d a r t e r ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n  
ed opposed b l o c k i n g  a  w a t e r  p r o j e c t  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l  uses  such a s  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r ,  h y d r o e l e c t r i c  power 
o r  i r r i g a t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  an  unknown f i s h .  However 69% 
opposed c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  dam f o r  n o n e s s e n t i a l  puposes 
such as r e c r e a t i o n a l  l a k e  e t c .  

4. G e n e r a l l y  s u p p o r t  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  endangered s p e c i e s  
depended on f a c t o r s  such as t h e  a n i m a l ' s  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s ,  
c l o s e  b i o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  man, r e a s o n  f o r  endanger -  
ment, economic v a l u e  and i m p o r t a n c e  i n  Amer ican  h i s t o r y .  

5. 77% R e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  agreed  w i t h  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  
whales f o r  a  u s e f u l  p r o d u c t  i f  t h e  s p e c i e s  h u n t e d  was n o t  
endangered. 

6. A t t i t u e d  t o w a r d  many i s s u e s  v a r i e d  w i t h  age, sex,  edu-  
c a t i o n  and r e s i d e n c e .  F o r  example, s u p p o r t  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  
endangered s p e c i e s  was s t r o n g e s t  among t h o s e  u n d e r  35, 
h i g h l y  e d u c a t e d  and r e s i d e n s t  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  c o a s t  

Copies o f  t h e  r e p o r t  can  be o b t a i n e d  b y  w r i t i n g : P u b l i c a t i o n  
U n i t ,  U.S. F i s h  & W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  Depar tment  o f  t h e  
I n t e r i o r ,  Washington DC 20240 

CALIFORNIA'S PROJECT EARTHQUAKE WATCH . 

I f  so, c o n t a c t :  P r o j e c t  E a r t h q u a k e  
Watch, P.O.Box 2995, Stanford,CA 94305 

GOOD FOR A LAUGH - 

From Fur, F in 6 Feather News 

I n  Nevada i t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w  t o  d r i v e  came ls  
a l o n g  t h e  m a i n  h ighways;  an a n i m a l  on  t h e  s t r e e t  a f t e r  
d a r k  i n  Berea, Ohio m u s t  d i s p l a y  a  r e d  t a i l - l i g h t ;  y o u  
c a n n o t  l e g a l l y  s e t  a  t r a p  f o r  a  mouse i n  C a l i f o r n i a  w i t h -  
o u t  a  h u n t i n g  l i c e n s e ;  i t s  i l l e g a l  t o  m i s t r e a t  o y s t e r s  i n  
B a l t i m o r e  and S e a t t l e  p r o h i b i t s  g o l d f i s h  t o  r i d e  o n  a  bus 
UNLSS t h e y  l i e  s t i l l .  B r o o k l y n  d e n i e s  d o n k i e s  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  s l e e p  i n  b a t h t u b s  and i n  Denver t h e  l a w  i n s i s t s  t h a t  
d o g c a t c h e r s  n o t i f y  dogs o f  impound ing  b y  p o s t i n g  a  n o t i c e  
on a  t r e e  i n  t h e  p a r k .  

mitesf 
From t h e  Leopard  Cat  S o c i e t y  N e w s l e t t e r  comes t h i s  

t i d b i t :  I f  y o u r  l e o p a r d  c a t  ( o r  o t h e r  a n i m a l  f r i e n d s )  
s u f f e r  f r o m  a  c h r o n i c  case  o f  e a r  m i t e s  y o u  m i g h t  ask  
y o u r  v e t e r i n a r i a n ' s  a d v i s e  on  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o c e e d u r e  
wh ich  worked p e r f e c t l y  f o r  o u r  a d u l t  c a t s .  

On a  r o u t i n e  annua l  checkup,  e a r s  were c a r e f u l l y  
c l e a n e d  u s i n g  Q - t i p s  and Pana log  o i n t m e n t  o n l y .  P e l l i t o l  
O in tment  ( P i t m a n  Moore)  was t h e n  g e n t l y  packed i n t o  t h e  
e a r s  c o v e r i n g  t h e  i n n e r  e a r  s u r f a c e s  c o m p l e t e l y .  

On t h e  f o l l o w i n g  annua l  checkup we were p l e a s e d  t o  
r e p o r t  t h e r e  were no r e c u r r e n c e s  o f  e a r  m i t e s ,  even i n  
a n i m a l s  who had s u f f e r e d  y e a r s  o f  r e i n f e s t a t i o n s  w h i l e  
under  t r e a t m e n t  w i t h  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s .  

P a t  Q u i l l e n  



The S p r i n g  Meet ing  o f  t h e  Sou thwes te rn  Branch was 
h e l d  on A p r i l  1 2 t h  a t  t h e  home o f  L o i s  & W a l t e r  M a r s h a l l  
j u s t  s o u t h  o f  Ang le ton ,  Texas. 

P r e s i d e n t  Rebecca Morgan c a l l e d  o u r  m e e t i n g  t 4  o r d e r  
a f t e r  a  scrumptuous Texas s t y l e  barbeque f e a s t  p repared  
by o u r  h o s t s .  

A  s p e c i a l  welcome was ex tended  t o  t h e  members o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Houston Cougar Guard. These c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  
21 i n  a l l ,  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c a r e  o f  Shasta,  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Houston cougar  mascot .  The guard  i s  mak ing  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  Shasta V, a  cub  t h e y  hope t o  a c q u i r e  i n  
t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  , A  t r e a s u r y  r e p o r t  was g i v e n  by SecITreas.  Jan Neal  

a  breakdown o f  monies made on t h e  Snow Leopard 
t i n g ;  w i t h  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  how much s h o u l d  be donated 

L c h e  E n g l e r  Cat  fund .  

The n e x t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  was t h e  d r a w i n g  f o r  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  p a i n t i n g  o f  t h e  Snow Leopard.  Thanks t o  a l l  who 
purchased chances. The l u c k y  w i n n e r  o f  t h i s  p a i n t i n g  was 
ROBERT LEEOS o f  B u f f a l o  Grove, 111. 

Conven t ion  d o i n g i n s  i n  Bos ton  were d i s c u s s e d  and o f  
course  a11 were encouraged t o  a t t e n d .  It was dec ided  
t h a t  o u r  P r e s i d e n t ,  Rebecca Morgan ,w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  SW 
a t  t h e  Conven t ion .  

Our n e x t  m e e t i n g  w i l l  be i n  June a t  t h e  home of  
Roger Harmon, see you a l l  then .  

Jan  Neal 
S e c r e t a r y I T r e a s u r e r .  
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UNIQUE 

FELINE 
Reprinted from a  paphlet pr in ted by Purina and d is t r ibu ted  
a t  Convention '79. This re fe rs  mainly t o  domestics but as a l l  
fe l i nes  are c losely  re lated i t  has d i r e c t  bearing on the exot ic  
as well. 

1. The c a t  i s  a  t r u e  c a r n i v o r e  and p r e f e r s  meat  t o  
f o o d s t u f f s .  However, t h i s  has been obscured  by domest i ca -  
t i o n  a n d - t o d a y  few c a t s  have r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  c a r n i v o r o u s  
h a b i t s .  Through y e a r s  o f  r e s e a r c h  o t h e r  t y p e s  p r o d u c t s  
have been deve loped  wh ich  s u p p l y  a l l  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n u t r i =  
e n t s  w h i c h  have r e s u l t e d  i n  s u p e r i o r  d i e t s .  

2. The c a t  has a  v e r y  keen sense o f  t a s t e  and i s  
a b l e  t o  p i c k  up o r g a n o l e p t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  a t  t h r e s h o l d s  f a r  
be low t h a t  o f  man. Ca ts  appear t o  have an even keener  
sense o f  t a s t e  t h a n  dogs. T h i s  p o i n t  must  be c o n s i d e r e d  
when e v e a l u a t i n g  c l i n i c a l  cases  i n v o l v i n g  a p p e t i t e  and 
food  consumpt ion.  

3. Ca ts  a r e  o c c a s i o n a l  e a t e r s  and f r e q u e n t l y  e a t  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  p e r  day. They may, however, be c o n d i t i o n e d  
t o  e a t  once i n  24 hours .  Young, g row ing  k i t t e n s  and l a c -  
t a t i n g  queens r e q u i r e  s e v e r a l  meals p e r  day  t o  meet t h e i r  
needs. 

4. The c a t  has e v o l v e d  as an  a r i d  a n i m a l  and concen- 
t r a t e s  i t s  u r i n e  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  r e t a i n  w a t e r .  F o r  example 
compared t o  t h e  can ine ,  t h e  average  u r i n e  t o t a l  s o l i d s  i s  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20-251  h i g h e r .  T h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  i n  
p a r t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s t r o n g  u r i n e  o d o r  o f  t h e  f e l i n e .  

5. Ca ts  e x c r e t e  a  c r y s t a l  i n  t h e  u r i n e  c a l l e d  s t r u -  
v i t e .  T h i s  i s  a  magnesium ammonium phospha te  complex. 
Accompanying t h e  c r y s t a l  f r e q u e n t l y  i s  a  p r o t e i n a c e o u s  
mucous p l u b .  B o t h  p l a y  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  FUS syndrome. The 
reason  f o r  e x c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  c r y s t a l  i s  n o t  t o t a l l y  under -  
s tood .  Some f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  a  means o f  e x c r e t i n g  n i t r o g e n  
and a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  h i g h  p r o t e i n  i n t a k e .  

6. Ca ts  e x c r e t e  an amino a c i d  w h i c h  i s  u n i q u e  t o  
t o  a11 o t h e r  s p e i c e s .  The amioo a c i d  i s  c a l l e d  " F e l i n i n e "  
T h i s  phenomenon i s  n o t  r e l e v a n t  t o  any known d i e t a r y  amino 
a c i d  r e q u i r e m e n t .  The reason  f o r  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  unknown. 

7. Ca ts  s t o r e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  v i t a m i n  A i n  t h e  p r o x i -  
mal t u b e s  o f  t h e  k idney ;  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0  t i m e s  t h a t  o f  
o t h e r  s p e c i e s .  Some r e s e a r c h e r s  have f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  
r e p r e s e n t s  a  need f o r  h i g h  d i e t a r y  v i t a m i n  A  l e v e l s .  How- 
ever ,  i t  appears  more r e a l i s t i c  t h a t  t h e  k i d n e y  i s  a p o i n t  
o f  s y n t h e s i s .  

8. C a t s  i n e f f i c i e n t l y  c o n v e r t  b e t a  c a r o t e n e  t o  v i t a -  
m in  A. F o r  t h i s  reason,  g r a i n - b a s e d  d i e t s  wou ld  be  d e f i -  
c i e n t  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  p u r i f i e d  v i t a m i n  !sources.  
Today, d i e t s  may be b a l a n c e  w i t h  i n c l u s i o n  o f  adequa te  
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  V i t a m i n  A  w i t h  a  h i g h  b i o l o g i c a l  v a l u e .  

9. Ca ts  e x h i b i t  a  h i g h  p r o t e i n  r e q u i r e m e n t  - h i g h e r  
t h a n  any known s p e c i e s  r e q u i r e m e n t .  The minimum r e q u i r e m e n t  
a p p r o x i m a t e s  28 p e r c e n t  ( d r y  m a t t e r  b a s i s )  T h i s  h i g h  r e -  
q u i r e m e n t  i s  p r e v a l e n t  d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  r a p i d  g rowth ,  
r e p r o d u c t i o n  and l a c t a t i o n .  The a d u l t  mainenance r e q u i r e m e t  
has been r e p o r t e d  t o  be as l o w  as 21% ( d r y  m a t t e r  b a s i s ) .  

10. Ca ts  have an i n e f f i c e n t  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  t r y p t o p h a n  
t o  n i a c i n .  T h i s  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  due t o  l a c k  o f  t r y p t o p h a n  
p e r o x i d a s e ,  an  enzyme n e c e s s a r y  f o r  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  k y n -  
u r e n i n e .  Kynuren ine  i s  a  key i n t e r m e d i a t e  f o r  t h e  s y n t h e -  
s i s  o f  n i a c i n .  A  p r o b a b l e  n i a c i n  d e f i c i e n c y  i s  c i r c u m v e n t e d  
by i n c l u s i o n  o f  adequate n i a c i n  i n  t h e  d i e t .  



/ Of c o u r s e  S a t u r d a y  n i t e  w i l l  f e a t u r e  t h e  banquet  
We're s t a y i n g  a t :  and t h e  1980 LOTTIE p r e s e n t a t i o n  and as a l w a y s  t h e  fun  
HOLIDAY INN a t  Randol f  Rooms a r e  $34.00 s i n g l e  a u c t i o n  ( s o  b r i n g  a  f e w  e x t r a  p e n n i e s )  I f  you  c a n ' t  make 

Take e x i t  67s  o f f  ~ t .  128 $36 .OO Doub le  i t, w e ' l l  m i s s  you, b u t  send someth ing  f o r  t h e  a u c t i o n  
1374 N. Ma in  S t r e e t  anyway t o :  A r t  Human 32 Lockwood, Norwa lk ,  Conn 

AGENDA BEING SET 

T h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  f o r  s u g g e s t i n g  any t o p i c s  f o r  d i s s c u s s i o n  
a t  t h e  annua l  Board  M e e t i n g .  

Send them t o :  Ken H a t f i e l d  . 
1991  SW 136 Ave. 
Dav ie ,  FL. 33325 

I t ' s  c o n v e n t i o n  t i m e  a g a i n  f o l k s .  As you know t h e r e ' s  
l o t s  t o  see and do  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  Bos ton  a rea  so 
p l a n  on  s t a y i n g  a  l i t t l e  l o n g e r .  We m i g h t  sugges t :  

BOSTON TEA PARTY SHIP AND MUSEUM 
R e l i v e  h i s t o r y  a t  t h e  Tea P a r t y  s i t e  b y  t h r o w i n g  t e a  c h e s t s  
overboard .  F u l l  s i z e d  r e n l i c a  o f  t h e  s h i o  "Beaver "  and 
f iuseum - a d m i s s i o n  $1.75 

P l a n  on  s e e i n g  u s  a l l  t h e r e :  Send y o u r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
( i n c l u d e s  banque t  d i n n e r  and b r e a k f a s t  m e e t i n g )  To 

LIOC C/O M i l d r e d  P a y t o n  
8  Woodlawn Rd COST: $25.00 each 
Randolph,  Mass 02368 

Cb iWxTuTIoN MUSEUM 
The h i s t o r y  o f  " O l d  I r o n s i d e s "  comes a l i v e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
of o l d  i r o n s i d e s  a l l o w s  you t o  wa tch  a  s h i p w r i g h t  r e c r e a t e  
+ha *h<.. 3.4-:....:.... t, q c 


