
Now this i s  some cat to get by the tail ! Revs Andereon is helping Miss Chiquita 
pose for the birdie, s ee  inside etorv bv Chiauita- 
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Toxicity Associated with Lactated Ringer's 
Solution Containing Preservatives 

By C.P. Ryan, D.V.M 
Condensed from FELINE PRACTICE 

Ca ts  a r e  p o i s o n e d  i n f r e q u e n t l y  compared t o  dogs. 
One 5 - y e a r  s t u d y  on  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  i n t o x i c a t i o n  
o f  c a t s  and  dogs f o u n d  t h a t  dogs were p o i s o n e d  a b o u t  
16 t i m e s  more o f t e n .  E t h y e l e n e  g l y c o l  t o x i c i t y  was t h e  
most  commonly seen f e l i n e  p o i s o n ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  
a b o u t  20% o f  t h e  cases. The c a t ' s  f a s t i d i o u s  n a t u r e  
and m e t i c u l o u s  e a t i n g  h a b i t s  compared t o  t h e  d o g ' s  
a c c o u n t  i n  p a r t  f o r  t h e  l o w  i n c i d e n c e  o f  f e l i n e  
p o i s o n i n g .  

D r u g  m e t a b o l i s m  i n  t h e  c a t  can  d i f f e r  f r o  t h a t  o f  
a  dog and o t h e r  s p e c i e s .  Chemica l s  such as  l i n d a n e ,  
b e n z y l  b e n z o a t e  and b e n z o i c  a c i d  can  b e  s a f e l y  used 
i n  dogs b u t  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  t o x i c  t o  c a t s .  

A t  one v e t e r i n a r y  c l i n i c ,  w i t h i n  a  2  week p e r i o d  
t h r e e  s i c k  c a t s  and one c l i n i c a l l y  normal  c a t  d i e d  
w i t h i n  f o u r  days o f  r e c e i v i n g  a  commerc ia l  l a c t a t e d  
R i n g e r ' s  s o l u t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  p r e s e r v a t i v e s .  A l l  c a t s  
e x h i b i t e d  c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  sys tem d i s t u r b a n c e s  w i t h i n  
72 h o u r s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o l u t i o n .  The c a t s  
s a l i v a t e d  p r o f u s e l y ,  had d i l a t e d  p u p i l s  and  became 
v e r y  a p p r e h e n s i v e .  The re  was marked h y p e r k i n e s i a ,  and 
ex t reme  a g g r e s s i o n  was e a s i l y  p r o v o k e d  b y  b r i g h t  l i g h t  
sound and touch .  Once aroused,  t h e  c a t s  became v e r y  
v i o l e n t ,  mak ing  h a n d l i n g  d i f f i c u l t .  

To t e s t  t h e  s u s p e c t t e d  commerc ia l  l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r ' s  
s o l u t i o n ,  a  6 - y e a r  o l d  ma le  d o m e s t i c  c a t  was used  as  
a  c o n t r o l .  The c a t  appea red  i n  good h e a l t h .  CBC and 
b l o o d  c h e m i s t r i e s  were  t a k e n  and were a l l  n o r m a l .  

The c a t  was g i v e n  150cc s u b c u t a n e o u s l y  i n  t h e  
m o r n i n g  and  a n o t h e r  15Dcc s u b c u t a n e o u s l y  8 h o u r s  
l a t e r .  The same amount o f  R i n g e r ' s  was g i v e n  t h e . f o 1 l o w -  
i n g  day. On t h e  t h i r d  day t h e  c a t  began e x h i b i t i n g  t h e  
symptoms d e s c r i b e d  above. Twe lve  h o u r s  l a t e r  t h e  c a t  
ber--ne comatose and d i e d .  

i tmo r tems  o f  a l l  4 c a t s  r e v e a l e d  s u s p i c i o n s  o f  
e n i c  t o x i c i t y .  

u e  t o  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r ' s  i n j e c t i o n ,  Sr" 
USP f r o m  t h e  h o s p i t a l ' s  no rma l  s u p p l i e r ,  a  l o c a l  v e t e r -  
i n a r y  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  company had s e n t  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  
l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r s  s o l u t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s a l e s  r e p -  
r e s e n t a t i v e ,  t h e  s o l u t i o n  was t h e  same as  t h a t  used by  
t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  p a s t  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  was p roduced  
by  a d i f f e r e n t  company. The s o l u t i o n  was r e p r e s e n t e d  
as s a f e  f o r  use  i n  c a t s  and dogs. A f t e r  t h e  1 s t  t h r e e  
d e a t h s  t h e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  company was c o n t a c t e d  and 
t h e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  no p r e v i o u s  p rob lems  had been r e p o r t e d .  
The Food and D r u g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was a l s o  c o n t a c t e d .  

The o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r ' s  
s o l u t i o n  and t h e  l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r ' s  i n j e c t i o n  USP, w h i c h  
had been used f o r  y e a r s  i n  c a t s  w i t h o u t  s i d e  e f f e c t s ,  was 
t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  p r e s e r v a t i v e s .  I t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  p  r e -  
s e r v a t i v e s  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b e h a v i o r a l  changes 
seen i n  t h e  c a t s .  

C a r e f u l  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  l a b l e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  f o u r  d i f f -  
e r e n t  p r e s e r v a t i v e s  were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  s o l u t i o n :  
b e n z y l  a l c o h o l ,  me thy lpa raben ,  p r o p y l p a r a b e n  and e t h y l -  
paraben.  The s o l u t i o n  was l a b e l e d  f o r  p a r e n t e r a l  use  
and c o u l d  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  e i t h e r  s u b c u t a n e o u s l y  o r  
i n t r a v e n o u s l y .  On t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  l a b e l  u n d e r  i n d i c a -  
t i o n s  was t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  " f o r  use i n  c a t t l e ,  h o r s e s ,  
sheep and s w i n e  f o r  r e h y d r a t i o n  and s u p p o r t i v e  t h e r a p y  
f o l l o w i n g  v o m i t i n g  and d i a r r h e a  o r  l o s s  o f  t h e  e l e c t r o -  
c y t e s  p r o v i d e d  by  t h e  s o l u t i o n  

The p r e s e r v a t i v e s  b e n z y l  a l c o h o l ,  me thy lpa raben ,  
p r o p y l p a r a b e n  and e t h y l p a r a b e n  a r e  commonly used  because 
o f  t h e i r  b a c t e r i o s t a t i c  and f u n g i s t a t i c  p r o p e r t i e s .  

A11 t h e  p r e s e r v a t i v e s  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  s t r u c t u r a l l y  
t o  b e n z o i c  a c i d .  Benzo i c  a c i d  i s  known t o  be h i g h l y  t o x i c  
i n  c a t s  and can  p roduce  t h e  b e h a v i o r a l  changes seen h e r e .  

Because b e n z o i c  a c i d  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  n o n t o x i c  t o  man 
and a l m o s t  t a s t e l e s s ,  i t  can be added t o  f ood .  A t  one 
t i r  e n z o i c  a c i d  was used as a  p r e s e r v a t i v e  i n  t h e  
op-ack t y p e s  o f  meat p r e p a r a t i o n s  f e d  t o  dogs and c a t s .  
However, i n  1972, an e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t u d y  showed i t  t o  be 
e x t r e m e l y  t o x i c  t o  c a t s  even i n  l ow  doses. 

The question arises  a s  to why preservatives were 
added t o  t h e  l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r ' s  s o l u t i o n .  F l u i d s  f o r  
p a r e n t e r a l  use a r e  n o r m a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  s t e r i l e .  The 
two  l a b e l s  f o r  t h e  l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r ' s  i n j e c t i o n , U S P  
and l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r ' s  s o l u t i o n  appea r  q u i t e  s i m i l a r .  
However, c l o s e  i n s p e c t i o n  r e v e a l e d  a  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  c l i n i c a l l y .  I t  w o u l d  b e  h e l p f u l  i f  
l a b e l s  were  s t a n d a r d i z e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  Pharmacopeia.  The USP's o f f i c a l  monograph 
f o r  l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r ' s  i n j e c t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t "  L a c t a t e d  
R i n g e r ' s  i n j e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  no a n t i m i c r o b i a l  agen ts " .  
T h e i t h e r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Pharmacope ia  n o r  t h e  Food 
and  Drug  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  has an o f f i c i a l  monograph f o r  
l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r ' s  s o l u t i o n .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i v e s  i n  t h e  l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r ' s  
s o l u t i o n  seem t o  be c o n t r a i n d i c a t e d  f o r  use  i n  c a t s ,  
i n  no way does t h e  p r e s e n t  r e p o r t  seek t o  c u r t a i l  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  use  o f  l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r ' s  i n ' e c t i o n  i n  c a t s  
The p r o b l e m  d e s c r i b e d  h e r e  rep resen ts *  i n  t h e  
m e d i c a t i o n  b e i n g  pu rchased  and used  r a t h e r  t h a n  an 
i n h e r e n t  t o x i c i t y  i n  l a c t a t e d  R i n g e r s .  

I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  a  number o f  t h i n g s  c o u l d  p r e v  e n t  
such  a  t r a g i c  ep i sode .  F i r s t ,  r e a d  t h e  l a b e l  on  a l l  
p r o d u c t s  and use  t h e  p r o d u c t  a s  d i r e c t e d .  Second, 
t h e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  company and i t s  s a l e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v i  
s h o u l d  know t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  t h o r o u g h l y  t o  a v o i d  any 
s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  have n o t  been p r o v e n .  T h i r d l y ,  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e r  s h o u l d  a d v i s e  p r o d u c t  u s e r s  o f  any  c o n t r a -  
i n d i c a t i o n s .  

ANOTHER SPECIES 
OF CHEETAH 

The f a m i l y  o f  Ac inonyx  j u b a t u s  i s  usua 
as  h a v i n g  two  sub -spec ies ,  j u b a t u s  o f  A f r  
v e n a t i c u s  o f  A s i a .  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no  s h a r p  

1  y  r e g a r d e d  
c a  and 
i f f e r e n c e  

between t h e  c h e e t a h s  o f  t h e  two  c o n t i n e n t s .  
However, i n  1926 a  mos t  unusua l  c a t  was t r a p p e d  

n o t  f a r  f r o m  S a l i s b u r y  i n  Rhodes ia .  I t s  c o a t  was n o t  
s p o t t e d  b u t  b o r e  l o n g ,  d a r k  s t r i p e s  down t h e  m i d d l e  o f  
t h e  back  and had e x c e e d i n g l y  handsome i r r e g u l a r l y  
shaped d a r k  b l o t c h e s  on t h e  f l a n k s .  A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  
a n i m a l  was t h o u g h t  t o  b e  a  h y b r i d  between a  c h e e t a h  
and a  l e o p a r d ,  b u t  f u r t h e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  p r o v e d  beyond 
a11 d o u b t  t h a t  i t  was s i m p l y  a  chee tah ,  t y p i c a l  i n  
a l l  b u t  i t s  mark ings .  I n q u i r i e s  soon b r o u g h t  t o  l i g h t  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  a n i m a l s  o f  t h e  same t y p e .  A t  
f i r s t  i t  was t h o u g h t  t h a t  a  new s p e c i e s  o f  chee tah ,  
named t h e  k i n g  c h e e t a h  ( A c i n o n y x  r e x )  had been d i s c o v -  
e red ,  b u t  nowadays t h e s e  a n i m a l s  a r e  r e g a r d e d  as  
u n u s u a l l y  marked spec imens o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  c h e e t a h .  

From WILD CATS by Michael Boorer 

..... YOU DON'T SAY 
The d r u g  has b o t h  an a c u t e  and c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t .  

C l i n i c a l  s i g n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  an a c u t e  e f f e c t  i n c l u d e  A  f r i e n d  t o l d  me t h e r e  was a  b i g  f i g h t  i n  t h e  
c o n v u l s i o n s ,  a g r e s s i o n ,  h y p e r e s t h e s i a  and dea th .  The l i o n  house a t  t h e  zoo. One l i o n  c a l l e d  t h e  o t h e r  
c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t  can p roduce  c l i n i c a l  s i g n s  o f  h y p e r -  i c h e e t a h : !  

e s t h e s i a .  d e o r e s s i o n .  a n n r ~ h p n < i n n  a n d  d e a t h  3 



TO A GRAND OLE GIRL - 

I h a t e  death .  Dea th  makes me ang ry !  W i t h  t h a t  
I w i s h  t o  n o t e  t h e  p a s s i n g  away o f  T u f f y  Margay. 

T u f f y ' s  e x a c t  age i s  a  s e c r e t  t h a t  T u f f y  n e v e r  
c o n f i r m e d  o r  den ied ,  l i k e  most  women. However she 
appea red  as  a  k i t t e n  i n  1964. f r o m  Columbia,  S o u t h  
Amer ica .  She, a t  t h a t  t i m  e, a r r i v e d  i n  New O r l e a n s  
a t  t h e  Home o f  R i c k  6 C l a i r e  LeBlanc.  

I am l e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  T u f f y  s p e n t  h e r  f i r s t  
y e a r s  as  a  f r e e  h o u s e h o l d  margay and  e n j o y e d  i n t e r -  
a c t i n g  w i t h  h e r  human p r o v i d e r s .  

The f i r s t  t i m e  I saw T u f f y ,  I d o n ' t  remember 
h e r  mak ing  any undue i m p r e s s i o n  on me, i n  f a c t  t h e  
p resence  o f  a  b o b c a t  t h a t  l i k e d  t o  "mark" s t r a n g e r ;  
was t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  day. We were a l l  
a f r a i d  o f  becoming t h e  n e x t  " v i c t i m " .  B e s i d e ' s  we 
had a  new, male  margay t o  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  and keep 
o u t  o f  m i s c h i e f .  

Time passed and on t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  LIOC 
Conven t i on ,  t h a t  t i m e  i n  D a l l a s  a l s o .  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  LeB lancs  b r o u g h t  t o  l i g h t  t h a t  T u f f y  was 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  b r e e d i n g  pu rposes .  Her  p a s t  h i s t o r y  
was n o t  encou rag ing ,  n o r  was h e r  age. A l t h o u g h  she 
had been housed w i t h  a  male,  r e c e n t l y  deceased, t h e y  
hqd n e v e r  produced.  Even though  C r i t t e r  was a t  t h a t  

e  t o o  young,  we ag reed  t o  t a k e  he r ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  
r e a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  o f f e r  m i g h t  be o t h e r  t h a n  

t a t  p r e s e n t e d  - t h e  u n l o a d i n g  o f  a  bu rden .  

F o r  w h a t e v e r  reason ,  T u f f y  Leb lanc  became T u f f y  
T reano r  - d u l y  d e l i v e r e d  by  H a r r i e t  Leake. 

T u f f y  had been housed o u t d o o r s  and now she was 
housed i n d o o r s  a d j a c e n t  t o  a n o t h e r  margay. T r y  as 
I d i d  t o  make f r i e n d s ,  she d i d  n o t  l i k e  men - she 
was a  l a d i e s  c a t .  S h i r l e y  wou;d s i t  on  t h e  f l o o r  t o  
f i n d  h e r s e l f  w i t h  a  l a p  f u l l  o f  margay. And T u f f y  
was a  l a p  f u l l .  She ( T u f f y  - come t o  t h i n k  o f  i t  
S h i r l e y  t o o )  t ended  t o  b e  chubby.  She was a  s h o r t ,  
chunky c a t ,  v e r y  u n l i k e  t h e  l e a n ,  l i t h e .  C r i t t e r .  
From t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  t a i l  however,  t h e r e  was no 
d o u b t  t h a t  she was i n  f a c t ,  a  Margay. I d i d  s e r v e  
a  pu rpose  i n  T u f f y ' s  l i f e  however,  I was t h e  s o u r c e  
o f  t h e  " T i e  Game". The " T i e  Game i s  s i m p l y  t h i s  - 
t a k e  t h a t  t i e  you  g o t  as  a  p r e s e n t  and  s e c r e t l y  
h a t e d  and move i t  a l o n g  t h e  f l o o r  l i k e  a  snake.  
E v e n t u a l l y ,  some r e a c t i o n  w i l l  t a k e  p lace .  The 
game t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a n i g h t l y  e v e n t  and t h e  e v e n t  
became a  sou rce  o f  e x c e r c i s e  f o r  a  b a d l y  o v e r w e i g h t  
f e m a l e  margay. Soon she was t h i n n e r ,  q u i c k e r  and 
more a l e r t .  

T u f f y  was soon t o  come face  t o  f a c e  w i t h  "The 
C r i t t e r " .  He was t h e  ma le  and a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 y e a r s  
o l d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  C r i t t e r  was a  n i c e  guy and a  
snappy d r e s s e r  .... b u t  a  l i t t l e  s t u p i d .  T u f f y  w o u l d  
come i n t o  h e a t  b u t  a11 C r i t t e r  w o u l d  do was p u l l  
t h e  h a i r  f r o m  t h e  t o p  o f  h e r  head. T u f f y ' s  way o f  
l e t t i n g  a  guy know she was " i n t e r e s t e d  was t o  
' b u l l d o z e "  i n t o  h i m  w i t h  h e r  head - C r i t t e r  t o o k  
a n o t h e r  meaning f r o m  t h i s  e v i d e n t l y .  He was j u s t  
t o o  young t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why t h i s  o t h e r  margay 
moaned, c r a w l e d  l o w  t o  t h e  g round  w i t h  h e r  r e a r  i n  
t h e  a i r  and k e p t  r u n n i n g  i n t o  h i m  head f i r s t .  I t  
must  have someth ing  t o  do w i t h  h e r  head - so  he d i d .  
what  he c o u l d  b y  r e l i e v i n g  h e r  o f  t h e  f u r  and mak ing  
h e r  b a l d .  

What a  l o o s e  woman was t h i s  margay. As I s a i d  
b e f o r e ,  she had been- w i t h  males  b e f o r e  b u t  n o t h i n g  
had happened.: So why t h i s  immature .  d o m e s t i c - r a i s e d ,  
n a i v e  m a l e  w i t h  t h e  s t u p i d  name o f  C r i t t e r ?  Who knows, 
women a r e  l i k e  t h a t .  

C r i t t e r  f i n a l l y  f i g u r e d  i t  o u t  and t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  
m a t i n g  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  k i t t e n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  was 
s t i l l - b o r n .  A f t e r  a  d e c e n t  i n t e r v a l  a n o t h e r  a r r i v e d .  
T u f f y  d i d  h e r  p a r t ,  b u t  d u r i n g  l a b o r  p u l l e d  h a i r  o u t  
o f  h e r  haunches. I ' d  n e v e r  seen t h i s  b e f o r e  ( o r  a  
b i r t h  o f  any k i n d  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r )  and t h o u g h t  i t  odd. 
When I peeked i n  and saw T u f f y  w i t h  t h e  k i t t e n  between 
h e r  paws, mov ing as  i f  she was p u l l i n g  f u r  f r o m  t h e  
k i t ,  I p a n i c e d  and n o t  w a i t i n g  f o r  S h i r l e y  t o  come home 
r a n  i n t o  t h e  cage and " r e s c u e d "  t h e  k i t t e n .  L a t e r  I 
l e a r n e d  t h a t  some f e m a l e s  p u l l  f u r  t o  l i n e  t h e  n e s t  and 
" s t r i p "  t h e i r  stomach t o  make t h e  n i p p l e s  more a v a i l a b l i  
t o  t h e  k i t .  However my r e a c t i o n  had b r o k e n  t h e  m a t e r n a l  
c h a i n  - T u f f y  wou ld  have s i x  more k i t t e n s  ov  e r  t h e  
y e a r s  and n e v e r  t a k e  c a r e  o f  them. They were a l l  hand 
r a i s e d .  T u f f y  l i k e d  t o  make them b u t  a f t e r  a  day o r  so 
wou ld  b e g i n  t o  i g n o r e  them. When t h e  k i t  r e a d i l y  t o o k  
a  b o t t l e  we knew i t  was t i m e  t o  b o t t l e  f e e d  them. 
T u f f y  a l w a y s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  S h i r l e y  s i t  w i t h  h e r  d u r i n g  
l a b o r ,  she even t o l e r a t e d  me w i t h  a  mov ie  camera on 
one o c c a s s i o n .  She w o u l d  l e t  S h i r l e y  h a n d l e  t h e  k i t t e n  
and move h e r  a round  t o  a l l o w  t h e  k i t t e n  t o  n u r s e .  B u t  
when l e f t  a l one ,  she w o u l d  c u r l  i n t o  a  b a l l  and h i d e  
t h e  " f a u c e t s " .  We wou ld  be awakened t o  a l o u d l y  b a w l i n g  
k i t t e n  and l o o k s  f r o m  T u f f y  as  t o  say  " c a n ' t  y o u  s h u t  
t h e  k i d  up?" She became c r a n k y  and wou ld  e v e n t u a l l y  
snap when you  t r i e d  t o  p u t  t h e  k i t t e n  t o  a  n i p p l e  - 
u n l i k e  h e r  n o r m a l l y  e a s y g o i n g  s e l f .  She l o o k e d  so 
r e l i e v e d  when y o u  removed them and q u i c k l y  r e v e r t e d  t o  
h e r  f o rmer  c h e e r f u l  a t t i t u d e .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h o s e  l i t t l e  
t h i n g s  d i d  n o t h i n g  b u t  s n u g g l e  and c r y .  

I n  t r y i n g  t o  p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  I d e c i d e d  t o  keep 
one o f  t h e  k i t t e n s .  T u f f y  w a s n ' t g e t t i ~ g  any y o u n g e r  
and t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  t o o  many o f  us  b r e e d i n g  Margays.  

Phase I 1  o f  o u r  s t o r y  - t h i s  i s  where TV w o u l d  
i n s e r t  a commerc ia l ,  so  s t o p  and  t o  t o  t h e  r e f r i d g e r -  
a t o r  o r  bathroom i f  y o u  wish.  

I n  Janua ry  o f  1978, I r e l o c a t e d  t o  Or lando ,  F l a . .  
and b r o u g h t  t h r e e  margays w i t h  me; T u f f y ,  C r i t t e r  and 
t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  Sun:!ae. R e l o c a t i o n  b r o u g h t  prob lems,  
a  townhouse w i t h  no room f o r  c a g e r s  and a  l e a s e  t h a t  
p r o h i b i t e d  i t .  The g i r l s  were OK,  b u t  t h e  m a l e  wanted 
t o  s e t  up t e r r i t o r y .  He q u i c k l y  t o o k  a  v a c a t i o n  t o  
F t .  L a u d e r d a l e  and t h e  H a t f i e l d ' s  u n t i l  t h i s  human 
c o u l d  p r o v i d e  b e t t e r .  T u f f y  and Sundae were f i n e ,  
l o v i n g  t h e  h i g h  p l a c e s  on t h e  s t a i r w e l l  and w a l l - t o -  
.a11 n v n a H u n  



in m e  1 1  y e a r s  t n a t  l sna red  my l i f e  w i t h  T u f f y .  
she n e v e r  r e a l l y  c a r e d  f o r  me - a f t e r  t h e  move t o  
Or lando ,  even t h e  o c c a s s i o n a l  s c r a t c h i n g  unde r  t h e  
c h i n  was d e n i e d  me. I t h o u g h t  she g e n e r a l l y  d i s l i k e  
men 'it my soon a c q u i r e d  room-mate g o t  a l o n g  w i t h  
Tuf  e r y  w e l l ,  and t h e  l a d i e s  I d a t e d  g o t  t o  know 
T u f w a l s o .  

When I d e c i d e d  t o  r e m a r r y  i t  was v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
me t h e . t h e  l a d y  a c c e p t  my c a t s .  Maybe I s h o u l d  have 
checked w i t h  T u f f y  t o  see who she p r e f e r r e d ,  b u t  t h i s  
d i d n ' t  t u r n  o u t  t o  be a  prob lem.  E l l e n  and T u f f y  soon 
became c l o s e  f r i e n d s  and E l l e n  c l a i m e d  T u f f y  as h e r  
margay. 

I n  J u l y  o f  1982, T u f f y  went o f f  h e r  feed;  
n o t  even c a r i n g  f o r  t r e a t s  l i k e  c h i c k e n  h e a r t s  w h i c h  
she n o r m a l l y  c raved .  Her s t o o l s  changed, p o s s i b l y  
due t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  s o l i d  f o o d  i n t a k e .  Concerned, I 
t o o k  h e r  t o  t h e  v e t ' s .  A  b l o o d  sample was t a k e n  and 
h e r  w h i t e  c e l l  c o u n t  was a l m o s t  n o n - e x i s t a n t .  A n t i -  
b i o t i c s ,  B-complex s h o t s  were g i v  en and she seemed 
t o  p i c k  up a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  e a t i n g  some raw egg y o l k s .  
A f t e r  4 days she seemed u n a b l e  t o  move w i t h o u t  
e x h a u s t i n g  h e r s e l f  i n  two o r  t h r e e  s teps .  I n  despe r -  
a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  t h e  v e t ,  I d e c i d e d  t o  
a b l o o d  t r a n s f u s i o n  f rom h e r  daugh te r .  Sundae. 
A n o t h e r  b l o o d  t e s t  showed t h e  w h i t e  c e l l s  were i n -  
c r e a s i n g ,  b u t  t h e  r e d  c e l l s  were down. B e f o r e  we 
gav e  t h e  t r a n s f u s i o n  we x - r a y e d  h e r  f o r  a  p o s s i b l e  
b l o c k a g e .  She had n o t  been g i v e n  any a n e s t h e t i c  
because o f  h e r  weakened s t a t e .  W h i l e  we p o s i t i o n e d  
h e r  f o r  t h e  x - r a y  she s u f f e r e d  c a r d i a c  a r r e s t  b u t  
was r e v i v e d .  When we a t t e m p t e d  t o  g i v e r  h e r  f l u i d s  
b y  v e i n ,  she a r r e s t e d  a g a i n  and t h i s  t i m e  we c o u l d  
n o t  r e v i v e  h e r .  

I t ' s  a  h a r d  way t o  l o s e  a  l o n g  t i m e  f r i e n d ,  and 
I do mean f r i e n d  

T u f f y  was t h e  most  unassuming and n o n - a g g r e s s i v e  
margay I have e v e r  met .  I see h e r  s t y l e  d a i l y  i n  h e r  
daugh - and I t h a n k  heaven she gav e  me 8  k i t t e n s  
and , one o f  them i s  s t i l l  w i t h  me t o  g i v e  each 
day is-^pose. 

CAUGHT 

I n  November, 1981, Warden Woolsey r e c e i v e d  i n f o r -  
m a t i o n  f r o m  A  Coa l i nga ,  C a l .  r a n c h e r  t h a t  a  m o u n t i a n  
l i o n  had been k i l l e d  b y  a  h u n t e r  on h i s  r a n c h  t h e  
p r e c e d i n g  Feb rua ry .  F o l l o w i n g  some l e a d s ,  Warden 
Woolsey made two t r i p s  t o  L.A. and Orange Coun ty  a r e a s  
and two i n f o r m a n t s  were c o n t a c t e d  who were w i l l i n g  t o  
t e s t i f y .  

  he s u b j e c t s  i n v o l v e d  were Tony Mendes, and Ken 
Watson, a  l i c e n s e d  h u n t i n g  g u i d e  , and Dave Vaisman, a  
t a x i d e r m i s t .  

Ken Watson o b t a i n e d  t h e  m o u n t a i n  l i o n  f r o m  Tony 
Mendes who owns and o p e r a t e s  a  m i n i - z o o  i n  t h e  V i s a l i s  
area.  Watson t h e n  r e l e a s e d  t h e  c a t  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  
west  o f  Coa l i nga .  Dave Vaisman was a t  t h e  scene when 
t h e  m o u n t a i n  l i o n  was r e l e a s e d .  Vaisman had p a i d  
Watson $1,200 t o  k i l l  t h e  m o u n t a i n  l i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  c a t  
was r e l e a s e d ,  i t  was s h o t  and k i l l e d  w i t h  a  .22 c a l i b u r  
p i s t o l .  Vaisman and o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  i n v o l v e d  t h e n  posed 
w i t h  t h e  dead c a t  f o r  p i c t u r e s .  

Photos  o f  t h e  "chase"  and k i l l  were  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  
t h e  i n f o r m a n t s  i n  LA and t h e  h i d e  was r e c o v e r e d  i n  a  
t a n n e r y  i n  t h e  San F r a n c i s c o  Area. 

Mendes and Watson were cha rged  w i t h  182 PC, 
c o n s p i r a c y .  Mendes was a l s o  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t r a n s f e r r i n g  
a  m o u n t a i n  l i o n  t o  a  p r i v a t e  p a r t y .  Watson was c h a r g e d  
w i t h  u n l a w f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  m o u n t a i n  l i o n  and un law-  
f u l  k i l l i n g  o f  a  moun ta in  l i o n .  Vaisman was cha rged  
w i t h  u n l a w f u l  k i l l i n g  o f  a  m o u n t a i n  l i o n  a l s o .  

Mendes p l e a d e d  g u i l t y  and was f i n e d  $1,000 and  
s i x  months i n  j a i l .  The j a i l  t i m e  was suspended and 
he was p l a c e d  on 3 y e a r  p r o b a t i o n .  

Wats ton p leaded  q u i l t y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  same f i n e  and 
p r o b a t i o n  b u t  on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  d u r i n g  h i s  p roba -  
t i o n  he c a n n o t  h u n t  o r  be i n  t h e  company o f  h u n t e r s .  

Vaisman a l s o  e n t e r e d  a  g u i l t y  p l e a  and was f i n e d  
$500 and p l a c e d  on 3 y e a r  p r o b a t i o n .  

THANK YOU TUFFY. 

Danny T reano r  

As most  o f  y o u  know, T u f f y  s p e n t  t h e  many y e a r s  
a f  h e r  l i f e  w i t h  me a l s o .  A l t h o u g h  she and Danny 
# e r e  n o t  as c l o s e  as she and I were. t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  
E can add t o  t h e  above. T u f f y  was a  t r u l y  d i g n i f i e d  
s p i r i t ,  a lways h e r  own c a t .  T h i s  made t h e  c o n c e s s i o n s  
she made t o  t h o s e  she l o v e d  t h a t  much d e a r e r .  She gave 
ter a f f e c t i o n  o r  w i t h e l d  i t  a t  h e r  w i l l  b u t  n e v e r  
m q r a c i o u s l y .  When she moved t o  Or lando  w i t h  Danny 
r ' t  l e f t  a  v o i d  i n  my l i f e ,  b u t  knowing she was t h e r e  
*as some c o m f o r t .  Even a f t e r  5 y e a r s ,  y e a r s  when a  
M s i t  t o  O r l a n d o  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  same r e a c t i o n - a n  
w p t y  l a p  was soon f i l l e d  by  T u f f y ,  a  c h i n  was o f f e r e d  
f o r  s c r a t c h i n g ,  The news o f  h e r  d e p a r t u r e  b r i n g s  p a i n  
cod as  I t y p e  t h i s , t e a r s  - she was a  Grand Lady and 
p p e f u l l y ,  someda^ t h r o u g h  h e r  daugh te r ,  g r a n d - k i t t e n s ,  
.(are y o u  l i s t e n i n g  Danny?) she w i l l  c o n t i n u e .  

S h i r l e y  

VITAMIN B-12 

o s t  i n l l n e s s e s  r e q u i r i n g  y o u r  c a t  t o  v i s i t  
Penny Andrew w r i t e s  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  p o p p i n g  a t  t h e i r  

p l a c e  - 2  couga r  Cubs ( 1  ma le  and one fema le )  a l o n g  
ftÃ v  B-12 i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  f o r  a p p e t i t e  s t i m u l a -  w i t h  a  l i t t e r  o f  4 s e r v a l s .  
tfw.̂ -̂rTlis w i l l  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  t h e  n e x t  day as a  
Ã §  t i n g e  i n  t h e  u r i n e  as i t  i s  e x p e l l e d  from t h e  A l so ,  Penny 's  l i t t l e  g o l d e n  c a t  ma le  i s  i n  need o f  
ndy. 

B e i n g  unaware of  i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  
a  g i r l f r i e n d .  The l i t t l e  boy i s  now 3 months o l d .  

m 1 d  cause an a n x i o u s  owner t o  suspec t  u r i n a r y  p r o b -  
lees. T h e r e f o r e ,  make i t  a  p o i n t  t o  ask  t h e  v e t  a b o u t  
ny m e d i c i n e s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  and what,  i f  any, s i d e  
T e c t s  c o u l d  o c c u r .  

5 



by Jean Twnes 1 
\ I t  i s  o f t e n  s a i d  t h a t  p e t s  a r e  l i k e  c h i l d r e n  who 

n e v e r  grow up. Nowhere i s  t h i s  more t r u e  t h a n  when 

Prote~tin~petsfrom Poisons ounce o f  p r e v e n t i o n  - -  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  househo ld  po i sons .  

DON'T PETS KNOW INSTINCTIVELY TO AVOID POISONS: 

No. t h e y  d o n ' t  - no more t h a n  a  s m a l l  c h i 1  

WHAT KINDS OF SUBSTANCES ARE POISONOUS TO PETS? 
The same t h i n g s  t h a t  wou ld  make you s i c k  w  

y o u r  p e t  s i c k :  a c i d s ,  a l k a l i s ,  d rugs ,  b leaches ,  
i n g  s o l u t i o n s  l i k e  c a r b o n  t e t r a c h l o r i d e ,  i n s e c t  
h e r b i c i d e s ,  even d e t e r g e n t s .  F u n g i c i d e s ,  p a i n t ,  
moth  b a l l s ,  kerosene,  a n t i f r e e z e ,  r o d e n t i c i d e s ,  
works  and t u r p e n t i n e  can  k i l l  as w e l l .  

WHAT ABOUT PLANTS? 

does. 

11 make 
c l e a n -  
c i d e s  
p u t t y ,  
f i r e -  

Many common p l a n t s  i n c l u d i n g  h o u s e p l a n t s  can  
be d e a d l y .  P h i l o d e n d r o n  f o r  example,  i s  e x t r e m e l y  
dangerous t o  c a t s .  Crocus, d a f f o d i l  and h y a c i n t h  
b u l b s  a r e  po i sonous  as  a r e  t oma to  p l a n t s  and t h e  
b e r r i e s  f r o m  m i s t l e t o e .  

WHY WOULD A PET EAT POISON? 

They d o n ' t  know any b e t t e r .  O f ten ,  t h e y  j u s t  want  
some th ing  t o  chew on. Sometimes, t o o ,  a n i m a l s  seem t o  
c r a v e  u n n a t u r a l  substances.  The c o n d i t i o n ,  c a l l e d  
pica i s  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  unde rs tood .  There  a r e  many poss-  

i b l e  causes,  i n c l u d i n g  n u t r i t i o n a l  d e f i c i e n c y ,  boredom. 
g e n e r a l  n e u r o s i s  and t o o t h  o r  mouth  p a i n .  

WHATS THE BEST PREVENTION? 
Keep p e t s  and p o i s o n  a p a r t .  Lock  t h i n g s  away o r  

make s u r e  t h e y ' r e  o u t  o f  t h e  a n i m a l ' s  reach .  S i n c e  
t h i s  may b e  i m p r a c t i c a l  w i t h  p l a n t s ,  g i v e  them a  d i s h  
o f  g r a s s  o f  t h e i r  own. Seeds can  be o b t a i n e d  a t  
p e t  s t o r e s  - c a t n i p ,  o r  n u r s e r i e s  - g rasses .  o r  ev en 
f rom y o u r  own ya rd .  

C a t s  w i l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  l o s e  i n t e r e s t  i n  f ood .  may 
d r o o l ,  become l e t h a r g i c  have t r o u b l e  w a l k i n g  and u l t i -  
m a t e l y  go i n t o  c o n v u l s i o n s .  Dep ress ion ,  u n a c o u n t a b l e  
e x c i t a b i l i t y ,  d i a r r h e a  a r e  symptoms a s  i s  shock. 

HOW CAN YOU TELL I F  AN ANIMAL I S  GOING INTO SHOCK? 

Shock i s  a  k i l l e r  and must  be d e t e c t e d  q u i c k l y .  
P ress  t h e  a n i m a l ' s  gum w i t h  y o u r  f i n g e r .  The p i n k  w i l l  
t u r n  g r e y i s h  w h i t e ;  when more t h a n  a  c o u p l e  o f  seconds 
pass b e f o r e  normal  c o l o r  r e t u r n s ,  i t  u s u a l l y  means t h e  
o n s e t  o f  shock. An an ima l  i n  shock w i l l  have a  weak. 
r a p i d  p u l s e  and d i l a t e d  p u p i l s .  Under t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
do n o t  g i v e  a n y t h i n g  bv mouth.  Keep t h e  v ice . im warm and 
r u s h  t o  t h e  v e t e r i n a r i a n s .  Take t h e  o f f e n s i v e  subs tance  
w i t h  you  i f  p o s s i b l e .  

c f? RZ V C RRRCRL 

Three  i n c i d e n t s  have happened t h a t  p romp t  me t o  
ask a11 e x o t i c  c a t  owners t o  p l e a s e  p r a c t i c e  an "ounce 
o f  p r e v e n t i o n "  when you  have more t h a n  one c a t  ..... 
d i f f e r e n t  breeds,  tow o f  t h e  same sex o r  j u s t  two c a t s ,  
housed n e x t  t o  each o t h e r .  

Cages t h a t  a t t a c h e  t o  each o t h e r  a r e  e a s i e r ,  l e s s  
e x p e n s i v e  t o  p u t  up and a r e  used by  many who have l i m i t e d  
space. These cages a r e  f i n e ,  I F  you  t a k e  t h e  p r e c a u t i o n  
t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  c a t s  f r o m  r e a c h i n g  t h r o u g h  t o  each o t h e r .  
A f i n e  mesh welded w i r e  s h o u l d  be a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  c h a i n -  
l i n k  on t h e  s i d e  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  c a t s .  T h i s  s m a l l  t a s k  
can  p r e v e n t  a  v a s t  amount o f  p a i n ,  h e a r t a c h e  and expense. 
P a i n  f o r  y o u r  c a t ,  h e a r t a c h e  f o r  you, and expense o f  
v e t e r i n a r y  b i l l s .  

A  b e a u t i f u l  f ema le  s e r v a l ,  w i t h  l o v e l y ,  l o n g  l e g s ,  
was housed n e x t  t o  a  p a i r  o f  c a r a c a l s .  One even ine ,  
f 0 r . a  r e a s o n  o n l y  known t o  h e r ,  she reached  t h r o u g h  t h e  
c h a i n l i n k  w i t h  h e r  r i g h t  l e g .  When f o u n d  t h e  n e x t  morn ing  
t h e  l e t  was s t r i p p e d  o f  f l e s h  and had t o  be amputa ted a t  
t h e  s h o u l d e r .  

Ano the r  sad i n c i d e n t  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  a s e r v a l .  T h i s  
t ime ,  housed w i t h  h e r  mate, n e x t  t o  a  couga r .  A g a i n  t h e  
s e r v a l ,  f o r  a p p a r e n t l y  no reason,  p u t  h e r  l e g  t h r u  t h e  
c h a i n l i n k  and was so m u t i l a t e d  t h a t  she d i e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
day. 

Luck o f  b e i n g  on t h e  scene and q u i c k  a c t i o n  by  t h e  
owner, i s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  saved a  b o b c a t  f r o m  t h e  
f a t e  o f  t h e  two s e r v a l s .  The b o b c a t  had been p u t  tempor-  
a r i l y  i n t o  an unused p o r t i o n  o f  a  cage t h a t  housed a  
p a i r  o f  c a r a c a l s .  C losed  o f f  f r o m  them by  a  g a t e  w i t h  
a  p i e c e  o f  mason i t e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h a t  ... and even then .  
t h e  b o b c a t  managed t o  p u t  a  paw i n t o  t h e  o t h e r  caQe and 
was grabbed by  t h e  male  c a r a c a l .  The owner t r i e d  hos ing ,  
t h e  c a t  t h e  c a t  w i t h  w a t e r ,  b u t  he w a s n ' t  a b o u t  t o  l e t  
go u n t i l  two b r i c k s  were th rown  i n t o  h i s  c a g e - o n l y  t h e n  
d i d  he l e t  go t o  h i s s  a t  t h e  i n t r u d i n g  b r i c k s  - t h u s  
r e l e a s i n g  t h e  p a n i c k e d  b o b c a t .  

So PLEASE t a k e  t h e  p r e c a u t i o n s .  D o n ' t  say i t  w o n ' t  
happen t o  y o u r  c a t .  They may l i v e  s i d e  b y  s i d e  f o r  a  
l o n g  t i m e  w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  when i t  does happen ... 
can  you  f o r g i v e  y o u r s e l f ?  To see a  t r u s i n g  p e t  m u t i l a t e d  
and i n  p a i n  o r  even dead because you  d i d n ' t  t a k e  t h a t  
O u n c e  o f  P r e c a u s t i o n " . . I  know t h e  h e a r t a c h e  because i t  
happened t o  me a  number o f  y e a r s  ago and I s t i l l  f e e l  
t h e  p a i n -  and t e r r o r  my l i t t l e  c a t  must  have gone 
th rough .  

"YOU BECOME RESPONSIBLE - FOREVEROFOR WHAT YOU HAVE TAMED" 

(Antoine de Saint Exupery) 



Take a sample of the suspected poison in its original container to the 
hospital. 

'7 Common Household Poisons and Their Treatment - 
Poison Common Products Containing It 

Ethylene glycol Antifreeze 

Organophosphate 

Chlorinated 
hydrocarbons 

Strychnine 

Salicylate 
(aspirin) 

Bwnol 
(carbolic acid) 

Thallium 

Warfarin 

Alkali 

Acids 

Phosphorous 

Insecticides - coumaphos , dichlorvos , 
malathion, fenthion. rowel. 

Insecticides - methoxychlor, 
toxaphene. lindane, chlordane 

Rodent poisons, malicious poisonings 

Snail bait 

Aspirin 

Household disinfectants and antiseptics, 
wood preservatives, fungicides, 
herbicides, photographic developer 

Diet and stimulant pills 

Ant poisons. herbicides, insecticides 

Rodent poison 

Rodent poison 

Cleaning preparations, grease 
dissolvers, drain opener (sodium, 
potassiun, aimioniun hydroxide) 

Car batteries, some metal cleaners 

Strike anywhere matches (safety 
matches nontoxic), rat poisons, fire- 
works 

KNOW YOUR VET'S TELEPHONE NUMBER 

Immediate Treatment If Signs Which May Develop 
Exposure Known Following Exposure 

Induce vomiting and rush Immediate treatment necessary. 
to veterinarian DO NOT wat for signs to 

appear . 
On skin: wash with Salivation, small pupils, 
alkaline detergent and muscle tremors, vomiting, 
wait for signs to appear. diarrhea, incoordination, 

convulsions. 

On skin: wash with soap Salivation, diarrhea, hyper- 
and water and wait for excitability, muscle twitches, 
signs convulsions. 

Induce vomiting if signs Restlessness, incoordination, 
not yet present. muscle tremors, convulsions. 

Induce vomiting if signs Restlessness, incoordination, 
not yet present. muscle tremors, vomiting, 

convulsions. 

Avoid use; spontaneous Weakness, lack of appetite, 
consumption unlikely. vomiting, fever, incoordination 

convulsions. 

On skin: wash with soap Incoordination, muscle tremors, 
and water. Ingested: depression, unconsciousness. 
induce vomiting and wait 
for signs to appear. 

Induce vomiting, wait for Delirium, fever, dilated 
si.gns to appear. pupils, convulsions, shock, 

unconsciousness. 

Induce vomiting, and Vomiting, restlessness, 
consult veterinarian abdominal pain, diarrhea 
imnediately. No home (sometimes bloody). 
treatment effective. 

Consult veterinarian, Signs vary; 
no effective home remedy. 

Consult veterinarian. Hemorrhage-mainly internal. 
no effective home remedy. Pale mucous membranes, 
Single dose may not c a u s e  weakness. 
signs. 

On skin: water and vinegar 
rinse. Ingested: vinegar 
by mouth. 

On skin: flush with water. 
apply bicarbonate paste. 
Ingested: magnesium 
hydroxide antacid, egg white, 
sodium bicarbonate. 

Induce vomiting Vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal 
pain, collapse. 

Poisonous Plants 

The list of potentially dangerous house and garden plants 
is very long. The best rule to follow is to watch your cat 
carefully and correct them if they chew on plants. Some of 
the more coninon poisonous plants are: 

Plant 
~a-an 
Oleander 
bnkshood 
Philodendron 
Autumn crocus 
English Ivy 
Lily of the Valley 
Daphne 
Larkspur 
Foxglove 
Golden chain 

- Daffodil 

Poisonous Parts 
Seeds and foliage 
All parts 
A I ~  parts 
Leaves 
A ~ I  parts 
Leaves, berries 
Leaves, flowers 
Bark, leaves, flowers 
Young plants, seeds 
Leaves 
Leaves, seeds 
Bulbs 



A p a i r  o f  6 month o l d  c l o u d e d  l e o p a r d s  
born  a t  t h e  compound a r e  a l s o  b e i n g  r a i s e d  
by Gladys  - l ucky  l a d y  - bu t  s h e  pays  h e r  
dues  w i t h  a11 t h o s e  2AM f e e d i n g s .  T h a t ' s  
d e d i c a t i o n :  

.:u!~rai$ted by Ã‘Ã‘J.4 >.":xq 

GLADYS LBVIS of Lake Panasoffkee, Fla. i s  a familiar face t o  many LIOC members 
who attended l a s t  year ' s  convention in Orlando, Florida. I 
Gladys i s  t he  lady who ra ises  most of the  babies born a t  Roberty Baudy's Rare 
Feline Breeding Compound in Center H i l l ,  Florida. I 
these wonderful creatures.  

- 

Photos contributed by BEEJAY LESTER 

I t ' s  nice t o  know we s t i l l  have those among us dedicated t o  breedinc and ra is ing  

I 

Don't you dare l e t  loose! 
J. B. Anderson takes a swim with Chiquita Jaquir ,  
now jags are  good s w i m r s  so who's holding who up? 
By the  way he claims his  short  ha i r  C'J: i s  from her rubbing i t  o f f .  



M A R A  c a r a c a l  - and h e r  "domes t i c "  l i t t e r .  
Mara t e n d e r l y  c a r e d  f o r  t h e  k i t t e n s  
even t h o  they  were- " a d o p t e d " .  

L/ Penny Andrews r- 

Look Close  
"Two Headed Serval" 

Sent in  by the Andrews of California 

G a - e o l f  
O n e  r -  s l l y  bis; bobcat, 
Tracy  :nhnson o f  Sarasota, F la .  

These are  the  l a s t  p ic tures  t o  be entered i n  t h i s  year's ;hot0 
contest. I fee l  the r e su l t s  were fun for  everyone. The :ictures 
w i l l  be taken t o  the convention and pasted up with number; below 
so a t  the convention the  members can vote. The winner wi:: be 
announced a t  the  banquet where the winner w i l l  be preser.:?; a nice 
trophy. Let 's  s t a r t  out the  next year with some pictures :f your 
ca t s  and kids and neighbors. 'tow there a re  some fe l ines .  s x h  as 
chaus, f ishing ca t s ,  hybrids, and many more that  we'd 1;;: t o  see 
4,. *I..;= L..... A-..l* L -..- -- ---J :- - ------:A :. - -  - 



MEETING REPORT 

The May m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  c h a p t e r  was h e l d  
a  week l a t e r  t h a n  u s u a l  because o f  M o t h e r ' s  day. 
I t ' s  n o t  h e a l t h y  t o  compete w i t h  Mother .  

Some C a l i f o r n i a  members may r e c o g n i z e  o u r  h o s t ,  
M a r i a n  A l l e n ,  who has 5  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  n e a r  Tampa. 
The e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  b e i n g  7 m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  Zephyr -  
h i l l s  - who names t h e s e  c i t i e s  anyway? 

To u n d e r s t a n d  why t h i s  m e e t i n g  was one o f  t h e  
few we have o u t d o o r s ,  y o u  w i l l  need t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
a  l i t t l e  a b o u t  F l o r i d a  weather .  F l o r i d a  can  b e  v e r y  
t r o p i c a l  - hea t ,  h u m i d i t y  and thunde rshowers ,  n o t  
t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  i n s e c t s .  The re  a r e  a  f ew  months 
h a t  have c e r t a i n  wea the r  t r e n d s ,  June b e g i n s  s i x  

n t h s  o f  a f t e r n o o n  thundershowers ,  t h a t  may o r  
_̂ <iy n o t  appear .  Hard  t o  make p l a n s  f o r  a  c o o k o u t  
March 6 A p r i l  wea the r  i s  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  because o f  
t h e  chang ing  seasons - w i n t e r  o r  s p r i n g ?  May i s  
u s u a l l y  a  d r y  month and one o f  t h e  few i n  w  h i c h  
t o  p l a n  a n  open a i r  mee t i ng .  

A n i c e  c rowd  t u r n e d  o u t  and t h e  hamburgers  n e v e r  
t a s t e d  b e t t e r .  Po rk  and beans p l u s  v e g a t a b l e s  t o p p e d  
t h e  meal. The c a t s  a t t e n d i n g  i n c l u d e d  a  40  l b ,  11 
month  o l d  couga r ,  Margay Sundae, two, 6 week o l d  
c l o u d e d  l e o p a r d s  and a  6 week o l d  F l o r i d a  Pan the r ,  
o u r  s t a t e  an ima l .  

H e l l ,  g o s s i p ,  t r e a t m e n t s ,  f e e d i n g s  and f l e a  
f i g h t i n g  and a l l  t h o s e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  a t t e n d i n g  a  
g a t h e r i n g  o f  f e l i n e  f o l k s  happened and i t  was a  
most  e n j o y a b l e  g a t h e r i n g  w i t h  no  r e a l  b u s i n e s s  t o  
a t t e n d  t o .  

Those a t t e n d i n g  t h a t  were  n o t  on a  c h i c k e n - n e c k  
d i e t  were: Ba rba ra  Bond, D e l o r i s e  Newman, BeeJay 
L e s t e r ,  Jean H a t f i e l d ,  B a r b  6 Denn is  Grimes, G ladys  
Lewis ,  Jamie  Whea t l y  and h i s  Mother ,  A r t  6 G e r t r u d e  
Freeman and f i r s t  t i m e  v i s i t o r s  Pau l  6 C o r i n e  Py le ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  y o u r s  t r u l y ,  Danny and E l l e n  T reano r .  
Those who d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  m issed  a  t r u l y  p l e a s a n t  
a f t e r n o o n .  

Danny T r e a n o r  
P r e s i d e n t  

MEETING REPORT - JULY 
S p e c i a l  c r e d i t  f o r  an o u t s t a n d i n g  m e e t i n g  has t o  

go t o  o u r  h o s t ,  J i m  C r a f t .  J u s t  two days b e f o r e  t h e  
m e e t i n g ,  J i m ' s  w i f e ,  Lynn, was h o s p i t a l i z e d  f o r  an 
unknown p r o b l e m  so J i m  Had h i s  hands f u l l  - GET 
WELL QUICK LYNN. 

The b i g  s u r p r i s e  was a  v i s i t  f r o m  Ken H a t f i e l d .  
He was v i s i t i n g  f r o m  E l  Paso and y o u  know what  happens 
when Ken's a round  - h e ' s  bombarded w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  
c a t s  and t h e i r  h e a l t h .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  Ken, Jami 
Whea t l y  and f r i e n d  R i c h  b r o u a h t  t h e i r  snakes. Ken 
wou ld  r a t h e r  l o s e  an arm t h a n  see a  snake. 

D e l i g h t f u l  t o  see Mary  N e l l  and Cubbedge P h i l 1  
who have been t r a v e l i n g  a l o t .  Jean H a t f i e l d ,  who 
r e c e n t l y  g o t  h e r  Real  E s t a t e  L i c e n s e ,  t r i e d  t o  se 
eve ryone  a  house. 

about 
e  

P  s  

1  

A l s o  a t t e n d i n g  were: Sandy Ro lands  and g u e s t s ,  
Danny & E l l e n  T reano r  and MR. 6 Mrs. Van D o r t .  

Ken b r o u g h t  us up t o  d a t e  on t h e  USDI 's l a t e s t  
shenan igans - r e g i s t e r i n g  a l l  c a p t i v e  bo rn .  Ken 
p l a n s t o  go i n t o  i t  f u r t h e r  a t  c o n v e n t i o n .  

If y o u ' r e  a  new F l o r i d a  Member, we meet on  t h e  
second Sunday o f  e v e r y  odd month, d r o p  me a  n o t e  
( a d d r e s s  on  Page 2) and w e ' l l  see y o u ' r e  s e n t  a  
m e e t i n g  n o t i c e .  

Cheers, 
Danny T r e a n o r  

The O l d  T imers  - by  n a t u r e  g r a d u a l l y  r e d u c i n g  
t h e i r  number - must  g i v e  way t o  t h e  now Long I s l a n d  
O c e l o t  C lub,  many o f  t h e  members now, n o t  h a v i n g  been 
a round  i n  1953, o r  even i n  1963. P rog ress  must  n e v e r  
be impeded. T h e r e f o r e  we l o o k  t o  t h e  Now members t o  
s h a r e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  a11 s p e c i e s  o f  e x o t i c  
f e l i n e s  w i t h  o t h e r s  who a r e  now l e a r n i n g  t h e i r  e x o t i c s ,  
e i t h e r  b y  word  o f  mouth o r  communicat ion  t h r o u g h  t h e  
LIOC NEWSLETTER. 

The N e w s l e t t e r  i s  o u r  l i f e l i n e .  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
of  p r o l o n g i n g  LIOC, we mus t  a l l  f e e d "  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r .  

Morris's Pay S t a y  w i t h  i t  f o r  t h e  sake o f  o u r  own e x o t i c s  and 
f o r  t h e  sake o f  f e l i n e s  everywhere.  

' E v e r  wonder how much a  " s t a r "  makes? M o r r i s  t h e  
d o u s  o range  t a b b y  o f  N i n e - l i v e s  fame e a r n s  between 
$5000 and $10,000 p e r  y e a r  f o r  t h o s e  commerc ia l s .  

FROM OUR FOUNDER 

He works  a b o u t  t w n t y  days a  y e a r  and sometimes CATHERINE CISIN 
r e q u i r e s  50 t a k e s  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  p u r r f e c t .  



Endangered & Threatened Species on National W i l d l i f e  Refuges i n  1981 

Continued 

STSte-^ Specie8 Use Days Peak Product ion 
Population 

Eastern Cougar 144.5 
Flor ida Panther 610 

Jaguarundi 7665 

Ocelot 12045 
E. Timberweif 34 

Red Wolf 900 

Jaguarundi 5110 14 2 
taccosa 

Ocelot 10950 30 6 

i Ã  Grande 
e l l e y  Jaguarundi 730 2 1 

Ocelot 365 2 1 ----- -------------- 
mta Jaguarundi 1825 5 0 
M Ocelot 730 2 0 

Carolina Eastern Cougar 365 1 0 
Sandhi l ls  ....................................... 
Yaxoo Eastern Cougar 1080 3 0 

Lake Flor ida Panther 10 1 0 
Woodruff 

Loxahat chee 
Flor ida Panther 600 3 0 

.................................. 
Sabine Red Wolf 900 3 1 
.................................. 
R i c e  Lake 

E. Timberwolf 10 2 0 
- - - ----- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Seney E. Thberwolf 14 2 0 

Swan Lake 
B. Timberwolf 10 1 0 

T h i s  r e p o r t  was c o m p i l e d  by t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Refuge Management o f  t h e  U.S. Depar tment  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
f rom d a t a  s u b m i t t e d  by f i e l d  s t a t i o n s  on t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  1981 I n f o r m a t i o n  System O u t p u t  r e p o r t s .  I t  
i n c l u d e s  a  n a t i o n a l  summary and i n d i v i d u a l  r e f u g e  l i s t i n g s  o f  s p e c i e s  use days, peak p o p u l a t i o n s  and 
s p e c i e s  p o p u l a t i o n .  The o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  l i s t s  63  s p e c i e s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  5 5  endangered and 8 t h r e a t e n e d  
on 2 7 7  r e f u g e s .  We have l i s t e d  o n l y  t h e  wo l ves  and f e l i n e s  h e r e .  

Submitted by Daniel J. Twedt 



General and Medical Care of Old Cats 
NUTRITION 

As c a t s  g e t  o l d e r  t h e y  o f t e n  a r e  more p a r t i c u l a r  about  
w w  they w i l l  e a t  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  sense o f  
smel l  i s  no l o n g e r  acute .  Cats w i l l  n o t  e a t  a t  a l l  i f  t hey  
cannot  smel l  t h e  f ood  f i r s t .  The re fo re ,  i t  i s  o f t e n  nec- 
essa ry  t o  whet t h e i r  a p p e t i t e s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  f o o d  f l a v o r s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  those w i t h  a  s t r o n g  meat o r  f i s h  odor .  The 
food shou ld  be h i g h l y  n u t r i t i o u s  and d i g e s t i b l e .  

Owners o f  o l d e r  c a t s  must be c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  
c a t s  t o  become dependent on one t y p e  of  f ood  because n u t r i -  
t i o n a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s  may deve lop and c o n s i d e r a b l y  s h o r t e n  
t h e  c a t ' s  l i f e  span. Occas iona l  use of  cheese, cooked f i s h  
meat, baby foods,  y o g u r t ,  vege tab les  and c e r e a l s  i s  medi -  
c a l l y  accep tab le  b u t  shou ld  n o t  be overdone. Two egg y o l k s  
a  week and a  d a i l y  teaspoonfu l  o f  cook ing  o i l ,  bacon f a t  
o r  b u t t e r  w i l l  h e l p  m a i n t a i n  a  h e a l t h y  s k i n  and c o a t .  
V i t a m i n  and m i n e r a l  supplements a r e  o f t e n  recommended as 
a r e  hormones i n  c e r t a i n  cases. These shou ld  be g i v e n  i n  
accordance w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom you r  v e t e r i n a r i a n .  

DENTAL CARE 

Den ta l  t a r t a r  and gum d isease a r e  t h e  most commonly 
seen a i l m e n t s  i n  t h e  o l d e r  domest ic.  Few c a t  owners r e a l -  
i z e  t h a t  c a t s  do need d e n t a l  care .  A l though c a t s  seldom 
deve lop  c a v i t i e s  ( p r o b a b l y  because they  e a t  few carbohy-  
d r a t e s )  t a r t a r  does b u i l d  up and i f  n o t  r e g u l a r l y  removed 
w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  d i g  i n t o  t h e  gum l i n e  w i t h  a  r e s u l t a n t  
i n f e c t i o n  wh ich causes t e e t h  t o  l oosen  and f a l l  o u t .  T h i s  
c y c l e  i s  p a i n f u l  and many c a t s  s top  e a t i n g  because o f  t h e  
pa in .  A  c a t  t h a t  r uns  t o  t h e  d i s h  then sudden ly  backs away 
a f t e r  one b i t e  o r  s t a r t s  shak ing  i t s  head i s  u s u a l l y  hav ing  
t e e t h  problems. Cats l i k e  people,  tend t o  chew on one 
s i d e  o f  t h i e r  mouth so t h e  t a r t a r  b u i l d u p  w i l l  be worse on 
one s i d e  than  t h e  o t h e r ,  m a i n l y  on t h e  upper  mo la rs .  

DIGESTIVE TRACT 

O lde r  c a t s  may have some d i a r r h e a  o r  c o n s t i p a t i o n  . C o n s t i p a t i o n  i s  a  common prob lem w i t h  o l d e r  c a t s .  
o l o n  f r e q u e n t l y  l o s e s  tone, and i f  t h e  c a t  does n o t  T L e m s  

d r i n k  enough, t h e  bowel movement may become hard  and 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  pass. T h i s  s t r e t c h e s  t h e  c o l o n  and causes 
f u r t h e r  l o s s  o f  t one  and e v e n t u a l l y  a  c o n d i t i o n  known as 
megacolon may develop. B u l k  l a x a t i v e s  and h i g h  r e s i d u e  
food w i l l  u s u a l l y  keep t h e  problem under c o n t r o l  and even 
su rge ry  may be necessary  i f  i m p a c t i o n  occurs.  

The pancreas sec re tes  enzymes necessary  f o r  d i g e s t i o n  
and i f  these  enzymes a r e  l a c k i n g ,  l o s s  o f  w e i g h t  and p a l e  
greasy, f o u l - s m e l l i n g  bowel movements occur .  These enzymes 
can be r e p l a c e d  by m e d i c a t i o n  and t h e  d e f i c i e n c y  can be 
d e t e c t e d  by  a  t r y p s i n  t e s t .  

D iabe tes  m e l l i t u s ,  a l t h o u g h  r a r e  i n  c a t s ,  does occu r  
i f  t h e  pancreas i s  m a l f u n t i o n i n g .  I nc reased  d r i n k i n g  o f  
water .  t h e  presence o f  sugar  i n  t h e  u r i n e  and w e i g h t  l o s s  
a r e  d i a g n o s t i c  s i gns .  I n s u l i n  t he rapy  i s  p o s s i b l e  i f  t h e  
owner i s  w i l l i n g  t o  t r e a t  t h e  c a t  d a i l y .  

C i r r h o s i s  o f  t h e  l i v e r  i s  seen q u i t e  o f t e n  i n  o l d e r  
ca t s .  a l t h o u g h  d i a g n o s i s  i s  d i f f i c u l t .  Vomi t ing ,  l o s s  o f  
a p p e t i t e  and l o s s  o f  w e i g h t  o r  accumu la t i on  o f  f l u i d  i n  
t h e  abdomen may be due t o  l i v e r  d isease.  I f  t h e  d i sease  
i s  n o t  t o o  f a r  advanced, t r e a t m e n t  i s  wo r thwh i l e .  

R e s p i r a t o r y  d iseases a r e  commonly seen i n  c a t s  of  a l l  
ages. I f  t h e  o l d e r  c a t  g e t s  a  r e s p i r a t o r y  i n f e c t i o n ,  spec- 
i a l  ca re ,  m e d i c a t i o n  and f o r c e  f e e d i n g  a r e  e s s e n t i a l .  

MUSCULOSKELETAL AND NERVOUS SYSTEMS 

Old  c a t s  become weaker due t o  l o s s  o f  musc le  s t r e n g t h  
and tone. Anabo l i c  ( t i s s u e  b u i l d i n g )  hormones a r e  p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  u s e f u l  i n  t r e a t i n g  t h e  c a t  s u f f e r i n g  f r om s e n i l e  
weakness. Owners a r e  p l e a s a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  when t h e y  see 
t h e  response t o  such t rea tmen t .  V i t am in  B  and l i v e r  i n j e c -  

a l s o  appear t o  be h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  o l d e r  c a t .  None of  
t r e a t m e n t s  works i n d e f i n i t e l y ,  b u t  t hey  do h e l p  make 

a t ' s  l i f e  happ ie r  f o r  i t s  rema in ing  t ime.  

A r t h r i t i s ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  common, does occur .  D i sc  
problems a r e  a l s o  seen. When diagnosed by such s i g n s  as 
p a i n  and l a c k  of movement and x - r a y  examinat ion ,  t r e a t m e n t  
w i t h  c o r t i c o s t e r i o d s  i s  o f t e n  h e l p f u l .  

EYES AN0 OTHER SENSES ----- 
A11 t h e  senses o f  t he  c a t  a re  a f f e c t e d  by age as i n  

any o t h e r  spec ies ,  b u t  c a t s  seem t o  be b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  
compensate f o r  such s e n i l e  changes. C a t a r a c t s  do occu r  i n  
o l d e r  c a t s ,  b u t  t h e y  seem a b l e  t o  adap t  t o  these.  I f  c a t -  
a r a c t s  a r e  severe,  su rge ry  i s  u s u a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  

Hear ing  i s  o f t e n  l e s s  acute ,  and d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
senses o f  sme l l  and t a s t e  may l e a d  t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  p e r -  
suading t h e  o l d e r  c a t  t o  e a t  c e r t a i n  foods.  

Most c a t s ,  i f  they  l i v e  l o n g  enough, deve lop k idney  
f a i l u r e  problems. By c o n t r a s t  t o  t hose  acu te  cases o f  
k i dney  and b ladde r  i n f e c t i o n s  seen i n  c a t s ,  t h e  onse t  o f  
k i dney  f a i l u r e  ( c h r o n i c  i n t e r s t i t i a l  n e p h r i t i s )  i n  t h e  
o l d e r  c a t  i s  u s u a l l y  i n s i d i o u s .  I nc reased  u r i n a t i o n  ( b o t h  
f requency and amount) u s u a l l y  i n d i c a t e  k i dney  f a i l u r e .  
The b r e a t h  o f t e n  sme l l s  f o u l  and u l c e r s  I n  t h e  mouth a r e  
n o t  uncommon. 

Your v e t e r i n a r i a n  can i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  
k i dney  damage th rough  u r i n e  and b lood  t e s t s  and w i l l  f i n d  
o u t  on p a l p i t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  k i dneys  a r e  s m a l l ,  c o n t r a c t e d  
and i r r e g u l a r .  

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h rough  m e d i c a t i o n  and 
d i e t  t o  s low down k i d n e y  f a i l u r e  and a l l o w  t h e  c a t  t o  
f e e l  w e l l  d e s p i t e  t h e  problem. Anabo l i c  hormones, s a l t  
and sodium b i ca rbona te  t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  body f l u i d s  and 
v i t a m i n s  and m i n e r a l s  a r e  drugs used t o  t r e a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  

The p r o t e i n  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  d i e t  shou ld  be reduced 
and o n l y  h i g h  q u a l i t y  p r o t e i n  shou ld  be fed such as l e a n  
meats, ch icken,  eggs, m i l k  and c o t t a g e  cheese. P l a n t  
p r o t e i n ,  f i s h  e t c  shou ld  be avoided. 

Cats w i t h  k i dney  f a i l u r e  shou ld  be encouraged t o  
d r i n k  as t h e y  no l o n g e r  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  
u r i n e .  A l so  a11 s t resses ,  such as s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  owner 
exposure t o  weather changes, o t h e r  d iseases,  e t c  may b r i n g  
on an acu te  uremic  c r i s i s .  The re fo re ,  a  r e g u l a r  d a i l y  
regimen i s  adv i sab le .  

Neoplasms ( t umors )  occu r  i n  c a t s  as t h e y  do i n  humans 
and a r e  most f r e q u e n t l y  seen i n  o l d e r  c a t s .  Any area o f  
t h e  body may be a f f e c t e d .  D iagnos is  i s m a d e  by  symptoms. 
Sometimes su rge ry  i s  needed and can p r o l o n g  t h e  c a t ' s  l i f e  
depending on t h e  p rognos i s  and whether t h e  tumors a r e  
w idesp re -d .  

LUNGS AND HEART 

Hear t  and b l o o d  vesse l  d i seases  s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  i n  
man do occu r  i n  o l d e r  c a t s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  c a t  tends 
t o  compensate by dec reas ing  e x e r c i s e  and e x e r t i o n  and usu- 
a l l y  by t h e  t i m e  s i g n s  a r e  apparent .  t h e  d i sease  i s  t o o  
f a r  advanced f o r  t r ea tmen t .  I f  a  c a t  reduces h i s  e x e r c i s e  
o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t ime .  o r  i s  seen f r e q u e n t l y  l y i n g  on h i s  
ches t ,  p a n t i n g  o r  i f  t h e  tongue i s  b l u i s h ,  a  h e a r t  l e s i o n  
can be suspected. Treatment i s  p o s s i b l e  if t h i s  prob lem 
i s  d e t e c t e d  i n  t ime,  b u t  c a t s  do n o t  t o l e r a t e  t h e  drugs 
used i n  t r e a t i n g  h e a r t  d i sease  t o o  w e l l .  

BLOOD DISORDERS 

Anemia i s  o f t e n  seen i n  o l d e r  c a t s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  
n o t  always p o s s i b l e  t o  determine t h e  cause. F requen t l y ,  
t h e  anemia i s  due t o  a  k i dney  o r  l i v e r  d i sease  o r  neoplasm 
e lsewhere i n  t h e  body. If due t o  a  n u t r i t i o n a l  problem, 
t h e  anemia can be r e a d i l y  t r e a t e d .  Even when t h e  cause of  
t h e  prob lem cannot  be determined, t r e a t m e n t  i s  o f t e n  
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

Embolism (a b lood  c l o t  b l o c k i n g  a  b l o o d  v e s s e l )  o f  
t h e  a o r t a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  a o r t a  ends 
and d i v i d e s  i n t o  t h e  h i n d  l i m b  a r t e r i e s ,  i s  a  f a i r l y  f r e -  
quent  problem i n  c a t - .  P a r a l y s i s  o f  t h e  h i n d  l i m b s ,  p a i n  
co ldness of t h e  l i m b s ,  c o l l a p s e  and shock w i l l  occu r  
q u i c k l y .  Embolisms can occu r  i n  o t h e r  b lood  v e s s e l s  i n  
t h e  c a t .  Treatment i s  wo r thwh i l e  b u t  may i n v o l v e  surgery .  

Cats o f  a l l  ages su f fe r  f rom v a r i o u s  s k i n  problems 
due t o  a l l e r g i e s ,  hormonal and d i e t a r y  d e f i c i e n c i e s  and 
e x t e r n a l  p a r a s i t e s .  O lde r  c a t s  do n o t  appear t o  have 
s p e c i a l  s k i n  problems except  t h a t  t h e y  do n o t  a lways 
groom themselves s u f f i c i e n t l y .  The c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  s k i n  
and c o a t  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  c a t s  gene ra l  c o n d i t i o n  and 
any change shou ld  be b rough t  t o  you r  v e t e r i n a r i a n ' s  a t t e n -  
*..... 



WINTER CARE 

DATELINE SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 

Condensed from MIDSTREAM 

Harsh  w i n t e r  w e a t h e r  can  cause  s e v e r e  h e a l t h  
haza rds  t o  y o u r  p e t  u n l e s s  some b a s i c  p r e v e n t i t i v  e  
measures a r e  t aken .  

M o u n t a i n  l i o n s :  August  30, 1982 - t h e  Gove rno r  s i g n s  An annua l  t r i p  t o  t h e  v e t  s c h e d u l e d  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  
a  b i l l  e x t e n d i n g  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  t h e  m o r a t o r i u m  on t h e  o n s e t  o f  w i n t e r  i s  a  s e n s i b l e  s t e p .  T h i s  p r o v i d e s  

h u n t i n g  o f  m o u n t a i n  l i o n s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  an  e x c e l l e n t  t i m e  f o r  t h e  a n i m a l  t o  r e c e i v e  i t s  annua l  
b o o s t e r  s h o t s  and  t o  be checked f o r  hea r two rms .  

Comment: A f t e r  t h e  3  y e a r  e x t e n s i o n ,  t h e  f i g h t  
w i l l  b e g i n  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n  t o  t r y  t o  keep t h e  
TROPHY h u n t e r  f r o m  u s i n g  t h e s e  m a g n i f i c e n t  
a n i m a l s  as w a l l  d e c o r a t i o n s .  Be fo rewarned ,  t h e  
h u n t e r s  g e t  more s u p p o r t  each t i m e .  ALL e x o t i c s  
p e o p l e  mus t  do t h e i r  p a r t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c a t  o f  
t h e  w i l d  o r  he may v a n i s h ;  

E x o t i c  C a t  P e r m i t s  : The C a l i f .  Dept .  o f  F i s h  and 
Game. An ima l  W e l f a r e  S e c t i o n ,  i s  now t e l l i n g  a l l  
p o t e n t i a l  e x o t i c  c a t . o w n e r s  t h a t  i t  no l o n g e r  i s s u e s  
s t a t e  p e r m i t s  f o r  p e t  pu rposes .  They w i l l  i s s u e  an 
An imal  W e l f a r e  P e r m i t  a f t e r  a l l  caae c r i t e r i a  a r e  
met and  a  USDA E x h i b i t o r ' s  p e r m i t .  o b t a i n e d ,  ONLY 
f o r  commerc ia l  e n t e r p r i s e s  such as movies-, TV, edu- 
c a t i o n a l  e x h i b i t s ,  p e t t i n g  zoos, d i s p l a y s ;  e t c .  , 

Comment: a l l  t h o s e  s e e k i n g  an e x o t i c  c a t  p e r m i t ,  
even i f  i t ' s  o n l y  f o r  a  p e t ,  s h o u l d  s t a t e ,  when 
c a l l i n g  o r  w r i t i n g  t h e  Game Dept .  t h a t  i t ' s  f o r  
commerc ia l  pu rposes  and a n  an a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  
t h e n  be s e n t  t o  you. 

C l u b  No tes :  E x o t i c s  U n l i m i t e d  i s  a l i v e  and w e l l .  
The f i r s t  m e e t i n g ,  h e l d  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  net  
leaf"%, Leande r  Den i z ,  t o o k  p l a c e  on August  22nd 
a t  home o f  Jum Shaw and Sue McWhorter i n  
fre\>_/t. Leande r  b r o u g h t  b o t h  o f  h i s  J u n g l e  c a t s  
(Chaus) "An thony "&  " C l e o p a t r a " .  I t  was a  s o c i a l  
a f f a i r  w i t h  members exchang ing  " c r i t t e r "  s t o r i e s .  

Fix- It 

H a i r s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  so fa?  A  damp sponge, rubbed  
iin one d i r e c t i o n  w i l l  r o l l  up  c a t  h a i r  o n t o  t h e  
sponge f o r  easy p i c k u p .  

Ha i r ,  Ki t ty ,  K i t t y  

V i d  :v do a  " s c r a t c h  j o b "  on y o u r  f a v o r i t e  
w s h k a i r ?  B rush  i t  w i t h  c l e a r  s h e l l a c  - t h e  
l.oose ends w i l l  d i s a p p e a r .  

I f  a n  a n i m a l  i s  k e p t  i n d o o r s ,  i t  i s  o f  c o u r s e  
e a s i e r  t o  p r o t e c t  i t  f r o m  a d v e r s e  w e a t h e r ;  b u t  an 
o u t d o o r  a n i m a l  needs p r o t e c t i o n  t o o .  O l d e r  p e t s  
s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  t o  s t a y  i n  mos t  o f  t h e  t i m e  
d u r i n g  w i n t e r  because t h e y  t e n d  t o  b e  a f f e c t e d  mo r e  
b y  c o l d  wea the r .  We wou ld  n o t  recommend i n t r o d u c i n g  
an a n i m a l  accustomed t o  l i v i n g  i n d o o r s  t o  a  new o u t -  
d o o r  l i f e s t y l e  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l d  mon ths .  However, i f  
y o u  a d o p t  a  new p e t  d u r i n g  w i n t e r  and must  keep i t  
o u t d o o r s ,  we s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u  a v o i d  sudden exposu re  
t o  p r o l o n g e d  p e r i o d s  i n  t h e  c o l d .  The a n i m a l  s h o u l d  
be i n t r o d u c e d  t o  c o l d  w e a t h e r  s l o w l y  and  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  
o f  s e v e r a l  weeks, t o  a l l o w  i t s b o d y  t o  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  
change. 

An ima ls  k e p t  o u t  o f  d o o r s  need t o  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  
a  few b a s i c  p r o t e c t i v e  measures.. A l l  o u t d o o r  a n i m a l s  
need a  d r y ,  warm s h e l t e r  so t h a t  t h e y  can  g e t  o u t  o f  
c o l d ,  damp weather .  The s h e l t e r  s h o u l d h a v e  a n  abov e  
t h e  g round  f l o o r .  

Food s h o u l d  be p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  i s  room t e m p e r a t u r e  
o r  warmer. C o l d  f o o d  c a n  cause d i a r r h e a  o r  v o m i t i n g .  
O u t d o o r  p e t s  may r e q u i r e  m o r e  f o o d  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  
because t h e i r  sys tems use more e n e r g y  i n  o r d e r  t o  
m a i n t a i n  body h e a t .  A l t h o u g h  p e t s  t e n d  t o  d r i n k  l e s s  
d u r i n g  t h e  c o l d  months,  t h e y  a l w a y s  need an adequa te  
s u p p l y  o f  w a t e r  - i t  may need t o  b e  changed t o  p r e v e n t  
i c i n g  o v e r  i n  ex t reme  t e m p e r a t u r e s .  T h i s  w i l l  a l s o  
h e l p  p r e v e n t  i t  s h o c k i n g  t h e  a n i m a l s  body w i t h  l i q u i d  
t h a t  i s  t o o  c o l d .  

Too o f t e n  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l d  months  c a t s  a r e  k i l l e d  b y  
a n t i - f r e e z e .  A n t i - f r e e z e  a t t r a c t s  p e t s  w i t h  i t s  sweet  
s m e l l  and t a s t e .  T h i s  i s  h i g h l y  p o i s o n o u s .  B e f o r e  
h o u s i n g  an a n i m a l  i n  a  ga rage  on  e x t r e m e l y  c o l d  days,  
check t h e  f l o o r  t o  make s u r e  y o u r  c a r  has n o t  l e a k e d  
a n t i - f r e e z e .  

Long c o a t e d  a n i m a l s  s h o u l d  be b r u s h e d  more f requen t ! '  
t o  p r e v e n t  m o i s t u r e  f r o m  c o l l e c t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  c o a t .  
I f  y o u  see y o u r  a n i m a l  i s  c o l d  and we t ,  b r i n g  i t  i n  and 
d r y  i t  b r i s k l y  . T h i s  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  d r y  t h e  a n i m a l  b u t  
w i l l  a l s o  s t i m u l a t e  i t s  b l o o d  c i r c u l a t i o n .  

Many a n i m a l s  s u f f e r  f r o m  l a c k  o f  p r o p e r  c a r e .  T h i s  
p r o b l e m  i s  compounded b y  t h e  c r u e l t y  w i n t e r  b r i n g s .  
By t a k i n g  a  l i t t l e  e x t r a  t i m e ,  y o u  c a n  e n s u r e  t h a t  
y o u r  p e t s  have t h e  b a s i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and p r o t e c t i o n s  
f r o m  w i r + o r  wea the r .  

N e w  Product-----What Next?  

A c a t  doo r  t h a t  o n l y  a  c a t  can  open s o l v e s  p rob lems  
e x p e r i e n c e d  by  c a t  owners .  F r u s t r a t e d  c a t  owners  no 
l o n g e r  have t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  " s t r a n g e r s "  e n t e r i n g  t h e i r  
homes. 

U n l i k e  o r d i n a r y  c a t  d o o r s ,  w h i c h  a l l o w  any  s m a l l  
an ima l  t o  e n t e r ,  o n l y  t h e  " p r i v e l e q e d "  c a t  can  open 
t h i s  b a t t e r y  o p e r a t e d  doo r .  T h i s  d o o r  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a  
m a g n e t i c a l l y  o p e r a t e d  s e e - t h r o u g h  p l a s t i c  f l a p .  As t h e  
c a t  approaches t h e  d o o r  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e ,  a  s p e c i a l  
' m a g n e t i c  key  on i t s  c o l l a r  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t r i p s  a  
f l a p  l a t c h ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  p e t  t o  e n t e r .  The l a t c h  t h e n  
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e l e a s e s  t o  l o c k  t h e  f l a p  i n  p l a c e .  

The new c a t  d o o r  i n c l u d e s  two  m a g n e t i c  keys  and i s  
, 3  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  Pe t -Eze  Company, 13736 S a t i c o y  S t .  
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PILLING A SIAMESE QUEEN 

I n  most rega rds  she was a normal c a t ,  as g e n t l e  as she c o u l d  be. 
Bu t  p i l l s  i n  h e r  would n o t  s t a y  down beyond a  coun t  o f  t h r e e .  
The owner c a l l e d  h e r  " K i t t y  Ca t "  b u t  we a11 dubbed h e r  "Four"  - 
T h a t ' s  t h e  average t r i e s  i t  u s u a l l y  takes t o  comple te  t h e  p i l l i n g  chor i  
I'll -never  f o r g e t  t h e  day we met - I was j u s t  o u t  o f  schoo l ,  
I walked up t o  h e r  c o n f i d e n t l y  and t r i e d  t o  a c t  so c o o l .  
But  as soon as she saw p i 1 1  i n  hand she began t o  come ung lued.  
The room soon f i l l e d  w i t h  screams and h a i r  f rom t h e  a c t i o n  wh ich 
ensued. 

A t  f i r s t  I t r i e d  t h e  g e n t l e  approach and d e f t l y  poked i t  i n  - -  
She n e a t l y  ~chewed i t  r i a h t  i n  two a long  w i t h  h a l f  my s k i n .  
Next  I t r i e d  some hemostats t o  jam one down h e r  t h r o a t .  
They were sma l l  and tough and po in ted ,  and k e p t  my hands remote. 
The s t r u g g l e  was a  s h o r t  one and when t h e  s t a t s  reappeared, 
t h e  T i p s  were ch ipped  and broken, and they  were t w i s t e d  up . 
q u i t e  w e i r d .  
By now t h e  c a t  had pan i cked  and was bounc ina o f f  t h e  w a l l s .  
And eve ry  t i m e  we passed she drew b l o o d  samples w i t h  h e r  c laws.  

When t h e  b a t t l e -  reached a  s l ower  p i t c h  I s e n t  t o  t h e  Pharmacy-- 
T r a n q u i l i z e r  f o r  t h e  c a t  and a d r e n a l i n  f o r  me. 
The owner l ooked  b e w i l d e r e d  and asked what he c o u l d  do. 
I t r i e d  t o  a c t  so noncha lan t  and s a i d  " I ' m  a lmos t  t h rough" .  
The c lamor  i n  t h e  w a i t i n g  room by now had reached a r o a r  
As o t h e r  c l i e n t s  began t o  ask what o c c u r r e d  beyond t h e  door .  
I s t u c k  o u t  my head f rom t i m e  t o  t i m e  j u s t  t o  p u t  t h e i r  minds a t  ease 
Bu t  by t h e n  I wore a  hagqard l o o k  wh ich d i d  l i t t l e  t o  aopease. 

I gave us a l l  a  b r e a t h e r  and r e f l e c t e d  on what I ' d  t r i e d ,  
The d rug  no l o n g e r  m a t t e r e d  - a t  s t a k e  was p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r i d e .  
I summoned r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  and we t i e d  h e r  t o  a c h a i r .  
Then I searched f o r  mouth am ids t  t h e  c laws and t e e t h  and h a i r .  
The t h i n g s  she screamed i n  ca t -ese  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  r epea t ,  
She s lande red  my own dear  mother  w i t h  t i t l e s  none t o o  nea t .  
Her screams were n o t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g s  she empt ied i n t o  t h e  room, 
Samples f r om eve ry  o r i f i c e  about  t h e  p l a c e  were s t rewn.  

I shu t  h e r  mouth; I taped h e r  nose; I squeezed h e r  f u r r y  neck. 
When she t u r n e d  b l u e  and I t u r n e d  red,  I eased up f o r  a  check.  
A  coun t  o f  "one", a  coun t  o f  " two",  - "Aha" I c r i e d ,  " I t ' s  i n : "  
But  o u t  i t  came a l l  mashed and wet and d r i b b l e d  down h e r  c h i n .  
When a t  l a s t  1  emerged v i c t o r i o u s  I n o t i c e d  t h a t  I was wet, 
Some o f  i t  was u r i n e  (he rs ,  mine, and o u r s )  and some o f  i t  was sweat.  
I w a i t e d  f o r  ou r  v i t a l  s i g n s  t o  drop t o  normal h i g h s .  
Then I s ighed  f rom p u r  r e l i e f  - a  l o o k  o f  t r i u m p h  i n  my eyes. 
But  my s h o r t - l i v e d  j o y  was soon r e p l a c e d  by a  s i g h t  t h a t  made me ill. 
On t h e  f l o o r ,  as p l a i n  as day. t h e r e  i t  was - t h e  p i l l .  

Adapted from " P i l l i n g  a  Siamese Queen" 
by M.J. Shively. D.V.M. 
Reprinted from FELINE PRACTICE. 
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ck i - r t  was p u t  t o  s l e e p  r e c e n t l y  due t o  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  
b r o u g h t  on b y  h e r  age. 

Few words o f  c o m f o r t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  f i l l  t h e  
v o i d  f i l l e d  f o r  so many b y  T e r i " .  - 

CHIQUITA 

'y name i s  C h l q u l t a ,  Jaguar.  I l i v e  w i t h  my 
p&+mans, Mr. 6 Mrs. J.B. Anderson a t  Lake o f  t h e  
Ozar  s  i n  M i s s o u r i .  

My dad i s  s o l i d  b l a c k ,  h i s  name i s  Macho and 
my mom l o o k s  J u s t  l i k e  me, h e r  name i s  Babe. My 
f i r s t  p e t  human was -Mrs. Lew is .  I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1978, 
J.B. came t o  v i s i t  and l e a r n e d  how t o  f i x  my b o t t l e  
and t o o k  me t o  my home i n  M i s s o u r i .  
I l i v e  i n  a  1 2 x 2 4 ~ 8  c a r p o r t  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  cage 

w i t h  c a t t l e  pane l s .  I have a  t u n n e l  t o  my c o n c r e t e  
room i n  my human's unde rg round  house. O u t s i d e  i n  my 
cage, i h a v e  my :own c e d a r  house w i t h  t h e r m o s t a t  
c o n t r o l l e d  h e a t  I n  t h e  f l o o r .  My cage c o n n e c t s  t o  a  
200 '  c h a i n  l i n k  f e n c e d  r u n  i n  t h e  f r o n t  y a r d  b y  t h e  
l a k e .  T h e r e  a r e  some a luminum w i r e s  a b o u t  nose h i g h  
t h a t  s p a r k  somet imes. I touched  i t  w i t h  my nose when 
I was l i t t l e  and i t  b i t  me so I d o n ' t  t o u c h  i t  now. 

I n  my p e t ' s  house, I have my own k i t c h e n  so my 
f o o d  d o e s n ' t  g e t  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e i r s  - who wan ts  a l l  
t h o s e  v e g a t a b l e s  anyway? 

Sometim e s  a f t e r  my b a t h  ( t h e r e ' s  a  c o n c r e t e  t u b  
( 4 x 6 ~ 3 )  I g e t  t o  go i n t o  t h e  human p a r t  o f  t h e  house. 
I pounce on  my couch  ( I  g o t  t h a t  when I was o n l y  6  l b s ) ,  
b u t  I n e v e r  t o u c h  t h e  o t h e r  f u r n i t u r e .  My p e t  JB. p l a y s  
w i t h  me e v e r y  day, we w r e s t l e ,  p l a y  h i d e  and go pounce, 
and go swimming i n  t h e  l a k e .  

Food i s  p r e t t y  good he re .  I g e t  6  egg y o l k s  and 
m i l k  f o r  b r e a k f a s t  a l o n g  w i t h  my v i t a m i n s  ( t h e y  t h i n k  
t h e y ' r e  h i d d e n )  i n  v e l v e e t a  cheese. A t  n i g h t  I g e t  b e e f  
and c h i c k e n .  F o r  a  s p e c i a l  t r e a t ,  I g e t  a  l i v e  f i s h  
p u t  i n  my t a n k  - I have t o  c a t c h  i t .  

When I d o n ' t  f e e l  t o o  good, I g e t  a  r a b b i t  t o  e a t ,  
t h a t  u s u a l l y  makes me f e e l  b e t t e r .  

J.B. t a l k s  a b o u t  f i n d i n g  me a  " a r t i f i c a l  b o y f r i e n d "  
so I can  be a  mother1'  - wha teve r  t h a t  i s .  

When I was a b o u t  24 y e a r s  o l d ,  I had a  v a g i n a l  
i n f e c t i o n ,  b u t  JB 6 my mom used human s u p p o s i t o r i e s  t o  
ge' 'e m e d i c i n e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e .  J.B. says  h e  

s e m i n a t e  me w i t h o u t  u s i n g  t r a n q u i l i z e r s .  
hen o t h e r  p e o p l e  see me p l a y  w i t h  my p e t s ,  t h e y  

say I am t h e  b e s t  tempered j a g u a r  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  so 
a l l  y o u  humans o u t  t h e r e  come by and see me sometime, 
I 1  i k e  company. 

C h i q u i t a  Anderson 

JACK RABBITS ADDED TO PEST STAMPOUT L I S T  

Jack  r a b b i t s  a r e  a  w i l d l i f e  p e s t  and  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  
l a r g e l y  w i p e d  o u t .  t h e  Amer i can  Farm B u r e a u  F e d e r a t i o n  
says  a c c o r d i n g  t o  an A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  r e p o r t .  

The s t r o n g  s t a n d  has been r e q u e s t e d  b y  t housands  
o f  f a rmers  f r o m  Idaho ,  where  thousands  o f  j a c k  r a b b i t s  
were  c l u b b e d  t o  d e a t h  a f t e r  b e i n g  b lamed f o r  $5 m i l l i o n  
i n  c r o p  l o s s e s  i n  1981 

A l r e a d y  on  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n ' s  " s tampou t  l i s t "  were  
s t a r l i n g s ,  c rows  and b l a c k b i r d s .  F e d e r a t i o n  spokesman 
Gene Ma-lone s a i d  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  wanted enough a n i m a l s  
e r a d i c a t e d  so t h e i r  numbers wou ld  be u n d e r  c o n t r o l  and 
no l o n g e r  t h r e a t e n  c r o p s .  

MAN ACCUSED OF CRUELTY TO TURTLE 

A  La rgo ,  F l a .  man has been c h a r g e d  w i t h  a n i m a l  
c r u e l t y  a f t e r  r u n n i n g  o v e r  a  t u r t l e  t w i c e ,  t h e n  l e a v i n g  
i t  i n  t h e  r o a d  t o  d i e .  

P o l i c e  s a i d  Duane A l a n  C o l l i n s  c l a i m e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
was a n  a c i d e n t ,  even t h o u g h  i t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
t r a f f i c  l a n e .  

A  w i t n e s s  who was g a r d e n i n g  i n  h i s  y a r d .  t o l d  
p o l i c e  i t  was d e l i b e r a t e  and  t h a t  he a s k e d  C o l l i n s  a t  t h e  
t i m e  why he backed o v e r  t h e  c r i t t e r ,  t h e n  p u l l e d  f o r w a r d  
and r a n  o v e r  i t  aga in .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  A lexande r ,  t h e  young  man r e p l i e d  "Becausi  
I wan ted  t o "  

The a n i m a l  c r u e l t y  c h a r g e  i s  a  misdemeanor  w h i c h  
now c a r r i e s  a  minimum $500 d o l l a r  f i n e  and a  maximum o f  
$1,000 f i n e  and a  y e a r  i n  j a i l  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a .  

ESKIMOS ALLOWED TO HUNT WHALES 

Esk imo w h a l e r s  a l o n g  A l a s k a ' s  w e s t  and n o r t h  c o a s t s  
w i l l  be  a l l o w e d  t o  ha rpoon  19  endangered bowhead wha les  
t h i s  y e a r  u n d e r  an agreement  between f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s  
and t h e  A l a s k a  Eskimo W h a l i n g  Commission. 

The agreement  i s  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  a  p a c t  s i g n e d  l a s t  
y e a r  a l l o w i n g  Eskimos t o  manage t h e i r  own h u n t s  w i t h  
a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Ocean ic  and A t m o s p h e r i c  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  "we a r e  happy w i t h  t h e  way i t  worked o u t  
l a s t  y e a r "  Bob McVey, r e g i o n a l  d i r e c t o r  s a i d .  They 
r e a c h e d  t h e  q u o t a  and s t o p p e d  when wha les  we re  s t i l l  a v a i l -  
a b l e .  T h e y ' v e  c o n v i n c e d  us  t h e y  s i n c e r e l y  wan t  t o  r e t a i n  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  managing t h e i r  own h u n t . "  

AUSTRALIAN SKINNED 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  an AP r e l e a s e  an A u s t r a l i a n  b u s i n e s s  
man was duped o u t  of  $500 f o r  sha res  i n  a n  n o n - e x i s t -  
e n t  Mex i can  r a n c h  where c a t s  were  t o  b e  c r o s s e d  w i t h  
snakes so t h e  o f f s p r i n g  wou ld  shed t h e i r  f u r ,  p o l i c e  
s a i d .  

A  l e t t e r  s e n t  by  t h e  s w i n d l e r  s a i d  t h e  f u r  wou ld  
t h e n  n e t  $ 3  m i l l i o n  a  y e a r .  As an economy measure,  
t h e  c a t s  were  t o  be f e d  on r a t s  r a i s e d  a t  a  n e i g h -  
b o r i n g  r a t  r a n c h "  and i n  t u r n  t h e  r a t s  w o u l d  be f e d  
on t h e  c a t  c a r c a s s e s .  

E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e  l e t t e r  s a i d ,  i t  was hoped t o  c r o s s  
t h e  c a t s  w i t h  snakes who shed t h e i r  s k i n s  t w i c e  a  y e a r .  
T h i s  wou ld  e l i m i n a t e  l a b o r  c o s t s  f o r  s k i n n i n g  and 
g e t t i n g  t w o  s k i n s  a  y e a r  f r o m  each c a t .  

The s w i n d l e r  has been a r r e s t e d .  

con t r i bu ted  by Barbara Wi l ton  
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-1 P a r t s  o f  t h e  Reagan A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a t  l e a s t  a r e  
d i v i d e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  o v e r  renewal  o f  t h e  Endangered 
S p e c i e s  A c t .  The end r e s u l t ,  t h e  f i n a l  power o f  t h e  
b i l l  i s  s t i l l  i n  doub t .  

C u r r e n t l y ,  Congress  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  changes i n  
t h e  l aw ,  up -da tes ,  new w o r d i n g  and o t h e r  p r o p o s a l s  
I n t e r i o r  S e c r e t a r y ,  James M a t t ,  has recommended t h a t  
t h e  l a w  be ex tended,  as i s ,  f o r  one y e a r  and t h a t  
a t  t h e  end o f  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  Congress make a  number o f  
improvements .  . W a t t  seems i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  
exempt ions  f o r  d e v e l o p e r s  who f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  when 
t h e i r  l a n d s  come up a g a i n s t  a r e a s  t h e  government  
t e r m s  " c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t .  

On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  b o t h  t h e  S t a t e  and Commerce 
Depar tmen ts  want a  two  y e a r  e x t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t  
w i t h  no changes. 

A  number o f  p r i v a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g roups  and 
some f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s  i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f a r  
more fundemen ta l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  w a r r i n g  
f a c t i o n s .  These g roups  a r e  s a y i n g  t h a t  Wa t t  wan ts  
a  s i n g l e  y e a r  e x t e n s i o n  because he s u s p e c t s  1983 
w i l l  o f f e r  a  s o f t e r  c l i m a t e  f o r  h i s  p r o p o s a l s .  

The more c o n s e r v a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s  want  
a  l o n g e r  e x t e n s i o n  because t h e y  f e a r  Congress m i g h t  
t i n k e r  w i t h  t h e  law, mak ing  some i f  n o t  a l l .  o f  t h e  
changes t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  wants .  

F e d e r a l  h e a r i n g s  have been h e l d  on t h e  i s s u e .  
The p e t  i n d u s t r y ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  c o u n s e l ,  M a r s h a l l  
Meyers,  has t a k e n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  much o f  t h e  A c t  
i s  " sound"  and " w o r k a b l e "  b u t  has asked f o r  changes 
i n  t h e  w o r d i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  s e c t i o n s  t o  make t h e  A c t  
more a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  

Reprinted from PET BUSINESS 

Bill extends ban on 
hunting of lions as sport 

The C a l i f o r n i a  Assembly s e n t  Gov. Edmund G. Brown, 
J r .  a  b i l l  t h a t  e x t e n d s  u n t i l  1986 a  ban on t h e  s p o r t  
h u n t i n g  o f  m o u n t a i n  l i o n s .  

C r i t i c s  o f  t h e  measure comp la ined  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  
s t i l l  a l l o w  r a n c h e r s  t o  k i l l  any couga r  seen i n j u r i n g  
l i v e s t o c k  as l o n g  as i t  was r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  F i s h  
8 Game Depar tment .  

B u t  Assemblyman R i c h a r d  F l o y d  o f  Los Ange les ,  
c o u n t e r e d  t h a t  " w i t h o u t  t h i s  b i l l  i t  w i l l  b e  open 
season on couga rs "  f o r  h u n t e r s  who "want  t o  t a c k  t h e  
h i d e s  on t h e  was. 

Easing the winter. . . 
Kitty Li tter-s 
Second Market 

W i t h  t h e  seve re  w i n t e r s  t h i s  y e a r  i n  t h e  M idwes t  
and E a s t ,  many m o t o r i s t s  g o t  by t h i s  w i n t e r  w i t h  t h e  
h e l p  o f  k i t t y  l i t t e r .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h e  same s t u f f  
used i n  t h e  k i t t y ' s  box.  

A  number o f  m o t o r i s t s  have t a k e n  t o  c a r r y i n g  
25 and 50 pound bags o f  i t  i n  t h e  t r u n k s  o f  t h e i r  
c a r s  whenever roads  a r e  i c y  o r  t h e  wea the r  t h r e a t e n s .  

The w e i g h t  h e l p s  and when t h e  g o i n g  g e t s  s l i p p e r y ,  
t h e y  s i m p l y  add a  l i t t l e  benea th  t h e  back whee ls .  
The c l a y  h e l p s  a b s o r b  t h e  m o i s t u r e  and improves  t h e  
f o o t i n g .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s  say i t  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  
s a l t ,  sand o r  c l i n k e r s .  

F o r  a  t i m e ,  many a r e a s  r e p o r t e d  s h o r t a g e s  b u t  
w i n t e r  eases t h e  c l a y  p e l l e t  m a r k e t  i s  r e t u r n i n g  

"^"'business as normal  - k i t t y  l i t t e r  f o r  k i t t i e s .  
From PET BUSINESS 
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The San F r a n c i s c o  zoo has added handsomely  t o  i t s  
f e l i n e  c o l l e c t i o n .  

The c h e e t a h  p o p u l a t i o n  has been enhanced by  t h r e e  
and t h e r e ' s  a  new h e a d l i n e r  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  " P r i n c e  
C h a r l e s " ,  a  16 month  o l d  w h i t e  t i g e r .  

LIFE WITH AN OCELOT 

By Theresa P a r r o t t  

Caca P o q u i ' t a  came t o  me t h r o u g h  o u r  v e t e r i n a r y  
p r a c t i c e  when she was 1 0  weeks o l d .  The owners  had 
b r o u g h t  h e r  i n  because o f  a  b i r t h  d e f e c t  i n  one o f  
h e r  h i n d  l e g s .  I remember t h i n k i n g  t o  m y s e l f  a t  t h e  
t i m e ,  how s m a l l  she was, (3 /4  pound) ,  y e t  q u i t e  c a p a b l e  
o f  d e f e n d i n g  h e r s e l f ,  b e i n g  a l l  c l a w s  and t e e t h .  A f t e r  
a  f ew  weeks o f  b r a c e s  and c a s t s ,  we t o o k  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  
a  v e t e r i n a r y  o r t h o p e d i c  su rgeon  and  ampu ta ted  h e r  l i m b  
a t  t h e  h i p  j o i n t .  We a l s o  dec lawed  h e r  t h r e e  o t h e r  
l i m b s  d u r i n g  t h e  s u r g e r y .  

W i t h  t e e t h  and a l l ,  I soon f o u n d  m y s e l f  v e r y  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  Sou th -Amer i can  c a t .  A f t e r  t a l k i n g  w i t h  
t h e  owners,  t h e y  a g r e e d  t o  t r a n f e r  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  c a t  
t o  me. Caca, t h e n  became a  d e f i n a t e  member o f  o u r  f a m i l y  
and an i n t r i c a t e  p a r t  o f  my l i f e .  

B e i n g  a  sophomore i n  v e t e r i n a r y  s c h o o l  and a  s u r r o -  
g ? t e  mo the r  t o  an o c e l o t ,  was a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r -  
1.-nce. W i t h  a  husband and a  home t o  t e n d  t o  i n  Miami .  
C J C ~  soon l e a r n e d  a b o u t  l i f e  i n  t h e  f a s t  l a n e  o f  t h e  
F l o r i d a  t u r n p i k e .  She g o t  a l o n g  v e r y  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  
o t h e r  members o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a t  f i r s t .  However she soon 
outgreww t h e  f i v e  d o m e s t i c  c a t s  and Ko jak ,  o u r  I n d o n e s i a n  
Macaque. Roughhouse, was Caca ' s  m i d d l e  name. A t  s i x  
months  she was a  t e r r o r  on t h r e e  l e g s .  She l e a r n e d  how- 
e v e r  what  "NO:" meant and many t i m e s  f e l t  t h e  w r a t h  o f  
t h e  a l m i g h t y  f l y - s w a t t e r .  

Her f i r s t  h e a t  was a t  13  months.  She was a  c o m p l e t e l y  
changed c a t .  One m i n u t e  she w o u l d  b e  p u r r i n g  b y  my s i d e  
and t h e  n e x t  m inu te ,  I w o u l d  f i n d  m y s l e f  f r a n t i c a l l y  
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  f l y - s w a t t e r .  Caca a t  my h e e l s .  Her 
c y c l e  l a s t e d  f o u r  t o  s i x  days and she wou ld  r e - c y c l e  
e v e r y  two weeks. T h a t ' s  when I l e a r n e d  a b o u t  Ovaban 
and o c e l o t s .  I keep h e r  on i t  f o r  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  months 
and t h e n  t a k e  h e r  o f f  i t  u n t i l  she resumes a  h e a t  c y c l e .  

An i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t  a b o u t  h e r  f a m i l y  l i n e .  i s  t h e  
h a i r  l o s s  and s k i n  t h i c k e n i n g  t h a t  o c c u r s  d u r i n g  t h e  
h e a t  c y c l e .  T h i s  s k i n  change o c c u r s  on t h e  dorsum o f  t h e  
neck c a u d a l l y  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  T3-T4 v e r t e b r a e .  The s k i n  
change seems t o  be a  p r o t e c t i o n  f a c t o r  f o r  t h e  f e m a l e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  m a l e ' s  t e e t h  when he g r a b s  h e r  f o r  m a t i n g .  

Caca i s  now 20 months o l d  and has ca lmed  down con-  
s i d e r a b l y .  She s t i l l  l i k e s  t o  c l i m b  up on  my l a p  and 
s u c k l e  on my f i n g e r  i n  t h e  even ing ,  w h i l e  p u r r i n g  
c o n s t a n t l y  and e v e n t u a l l y  d r i f t i n g  o f f  t o  s l e e p .  She 
i s  25 pounds now and h e r  o n l y  p l a y m a t e  ( t h e  o n l y  one 
who w i l l  t o l e r a t e  h e r )  i s  a  20 pound mongre l  dog named 
Rocky. 

I wou ld  n o t  recommend an o c e l o t  f o r  eve ryone ,  however 
t h e y  do make a f f e c t i o n a t e  p e t s  and w i l l  d e f i n a t e l y  add 
z e s t  t o  anyone 's  l i f e .  

My husband and I p r e s e n t l y  own a  s m a l l  and e x o t i c  
a n i m a l  c l i n i c  i n  Ho l l ywood ,  F l o r i d a .  My husband i s  a  
g r a d u a t e  o f  Auburn, 1973, w h i l e  I am p r e s e n t l y  a t t e n d i n g  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a ,  C o l l e g e  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  M e d i c i n e  
and g r a d u a t e  i n  1983. 


