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President *s Perspective 

A Case for National Policies 

M O C  will soon be Thirty-Five. When interest and 
animals were plentiful our membership swelled. Then 
there was a dramatic decline when there were a lot of 
laws that discouraged their ability and rights to 
private ownership. There is an ebb and flow to 
everything over time in the formation of Public 
policy and we need to reflect on our history to guide 
our future evolution rather than overreacting which 
would only result in disarray. 

There are at least two sides to this issue but let me 
offer an oversimplification. The private sectors 
hrlieves it right to own anything it pleases for any 
activity without restraint versus the governments 
desire to act in the public interest to protect heath 
and human safety by regulating everything out of 
private hands and into institutional structures 
(animal welfare and environmental concerns only of 
minor interest because they can not vote.) The truth 
is some where in the middle and difficult to define 
so where does LTOC stand? 

In recent issues several forms and questionnaires 
have been included to help us build a database so 
that we can analyze the status and needs of our 
member and animals. This process is ongoing as we 
continue to grow. Even with our new By-Law and 
organization structure our resources are still any 
limited so we must carefully prioritise what will do 
the most good for the majority of our members. 

Although the development of educational and 
conservation materials to enhance the welfare of our 
animals is an ideal goal that most of us share, we 
must carefully balance there desire with the need to 
be vigilant and be able to attempt by those who would 
curtail our rights. It is much the same in our US 
economy where defense and domestic issues compete for 
dollars. 

There are many changes for the coming in the IISDA and 
I ISDT and on state and local levels and many of them 
may not he in our interest. Our best defense against 
these changes is our ability to keep informed and be 
part of the process as it develops. This all takes 
t ~ m r  and more than a few bucks and therefore diverts 
some of our energies fromhelping you with your 
animals. 
Though many of you do not want to be bothered with 
any legal or political matters, they are a growing 
reality today in the way we care for our animals. 
Most importantly these realities not only reflect who 
shall have the animals, but directly correlate to the 
availability of future animals. Government polices 
in these areas directly affect the enhancement or 
suppression of species more than animal welfare laws. 

Apathy and independence which until recently has 
prevailed within L F O C  work against a cohesive 
National organization. Now, with our new by-laws and 
your help we can hegin to coordinate our activities. 
We can lend national support with clout on a state 
and local level. We can pool our resources and 
information to provide better care for our cats and 
help for new members. 

While a branch may he ah1e to help you on a local 
level for a particular personal problem it is LIOC 
National that must address the wider issues that 
a f f ~ c t  us all. But we need help from you in the 
general membership on 2 levels. First we need your 
opinions and as much information about development 
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with exotic animals from all over. Any incident 
about an irresponsible owner can lead to a lighting a 
legislative ball. Being a reactionary against 
organized opposition is not a good defense so the 
more facts and intelligent comments we have from you. 
the better our ability to form a national policy that 
reflects you needs, not just for defensive purposes 
but also promoting our traditional goals. 

Secondly we need those of you who can actually 
volunteer your time to assist our officers and 
directors do the work. The more participation the 
better the results. Too many are relying on too few 
and we can not afford to rely on any one individual 
and assume that we will produce adequate results. 

Exotic owners may be as varied as their animals, but 
the animals face extinction because they cannot fight 
back on our terms and this lack of adaptability to 
join together for common cause threatens their 
survial. As advocates of their interest we as owners 
must recognize the value of cooperative effort, 
especially in light of the fact that it is man's 
competing interest for habitat in pursuit of his own 
society that has unbalanced nature. 

Individual effort is laudible but only when we can 
show the strength of involved members when called 
upon as an organization. And so it is with LIOC that 
our efforts are more recognizable when we join with 
other wildlife groups to press our case for equity 
and sanity with the government. 

For our small part and in association with others, in 
one case the effort has turned the course in our 
favor. The Model State Animal Law that caused such 
an aberration in February has been revised and 
released for comment. Dr. Nettles and his staff 
listened to our comments and this draft is much 
better. A few highlights: 1) Permits: it does 
provide for a regulations review board with a 
technical consulting committee. 2) Provides permits 
for A)Personal Possession of non-breeding, 
non-commercial animals B)Hobbyist 
Collector/Propagator permits for breeding animals, 
C)Rehabilitator, D)Scientific research, E) 
DealerIPropagator for commercial license and 
F)Exhibitor. 3) An expeditious permit process with 
judicial review, and direct prior notice to a11 
residents known to possess animals of any impending 
law or change in regulations. 

The most important change is that this model treats 
each category of specie by function or use of each 
specie rather than one species specific rule that 
served no one. (Old Class I, Class I1 System) 

Of course there are restrictions but for the most 
part they are reasonable and the regulators have made 
it clear that this is still only a draft and comments 
are welcome thru 12-31-87, so contact me or your 
local branch rep for details. It i s  only my opinion 
that there will be at least 1 more redraft of this 
proposal before it reaches its final form for 
desemenation to the legislative process late in 1988. 
Since this is only a mode1,each state might consider 
part, all or a modification for adoption or reject it 
altogether and this process will take additional 
years. 

All in all everyone i s  to the commended for reworking 
this document. We should all express a special 
thanks again to Pat Hoctor for alerting and 
precipitating a national movement of diverse and 
independent exotic animal groups to recognize common 
goals and to work out solutions the regulators 
rather than stirring up antagonistic tribal groups 
who would subvert a rational process solely to assure 
their personal programs and political interests. 

If we love our animals, we in LIOC would be well 
advised to do the same. What ever our short run 
differences our cats are depending on us to resolve 
them amicably so we concentrate on their welfare and 
enhancement. 

- continued on paqe 4 



We are frequently asked to provide a book list on variuos aspects 
of our felines and their welfare. Unfortunately such a list does not 
currently exist. However, we would like to remedy this and ask each of 
you to take a few minutes out of your busy schedules to help. Please 
go to your bookshelves (or better yet, the public library near you) and 
make a list of any books there dealing with any aspect of the exotic 
feline. Please give us the author, publisher (and their address shown 
on the fly page) along with a brief description of the book's contents, 
storyline, etc. 

A booklist can then be compiled and those contributing to the 
initial effort will be rewarded with a free copy of this listing. In 
the future, this will then be available to.new members at a small 
cost. 

We hear so many complaints about what LIOC DOES NOT DO, that we 
sincerely hope you will take the little time necessary to do this in 
an effort to improve LIOC and the services it provides. 

SEND TO: LIOC, Rt 4, Box 377, ~obile, AL 36619 - THANK YOU! 

P r e s i d e n t ' s  P e r s p e c t i v e  - c o n t  

Cheetahs Are Cheated 

One o f  t h e  f a s t e s t  a n i m a l s  o n  E a r t h  i s  n o t  
s u r v i v i n q  o r  r e p r o d u c i n q  w e l l  i n  c a p t i f i t y  i n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  i ts d i e t  i s  l a r g e l y  t o  
b lame.  

L i v c r  d i s e a s e  i s  t h e  m o s t  common c a u s e  o f  
d e a t h  f o r  c h e e t a h s  i n  t h e  U.S. z o o s ,  b u t  o n l y  
when s c i e n t i s t s  b e q a n  c o m o a r i n q  t h e  m a i n l y  h o r s e -  
meat  a n d  s o y b e a n  d i e t  o f  c a p t i v e  c h e e t a h s  i n  t h e  
U.S. a n d  t h e  d i e t  o f  u n p r o c e s s e d  m e a t  f e t  c a p t i v e  
c h e e t a s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  d i d  t h e y  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  
t h e  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n q  e s t r o q e n  i n  t h e  s o y b e a n s  
was d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  a n i m a l s '  r e p r o d u c t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  
a n d  damaqinq  t h e i r  l i v e r s .  The e s t r o q e n  a c t s  a s  a  
c o n t r a c e p t i v e  a n d  damages  t h e  u t e r u s  b y  c a u s i n g  it 
t o  become f i b r o u s .  

S c i e n t i s t s  w a r e  a b l e  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  l i v e r  dam- 
a q e  i n  some o f  t h e  c a t s  b y  r e p l a c i n q  t h e  u s u a l  
h o r s e m e a t  and  s o y b e a n  f e e d  w i t h  w h i t e  c h i c k e n  m e a t ,  
b u t  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  it is p o s s i b l e  t o  corr- 
o c t  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  damaqc s a y s  D r .  Kenneth  
S e t c h e l l ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  p e d i a t r i c s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s -  
i t y  o f  C i n c i n n a t i ,  who, a l o n q  w i t h  r c s o a r c h e r s a t  
tlic C i n n c i n n a t i  Zoo examined  t h e  c h e e t a h s .  

C a p t i v e  c h e e t a h s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  l i v e  as l o n q  
a s  15-20 y e a r s  i n  c a p t i v i t y  compared  t o  a n  a v e r a q e  
l i f e s p a n  o f  9 y e a r s  i n  t h e  Amer ican  Zoos. Only  1 0  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  c h e e t a h s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
h a v e  p r o d u c e d  l i v e  c u b s  i n  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  
compared w i t h  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  o f  60-80 p e r c e n t  i n  
z o o s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  

S e L c h c l 1  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  i n v o l v e d  
w i l l  p r o v i d e  reconunondnt ions  o n  d i e t  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  
f o r  c a p t i v e  c h e e t a h s  t o  American z o o  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  
i n  December. 

Rpnnntod from INSTGHT/Novcrnbcr 9, 1987 
Gonlnbured by John Perry 

L I O C  must  becomes i n v o l v e d  i n  d e f i n i n g  what  
r e s p o n s i b l e  o w n e r s h i p  i s  i n  g e n e r a l  and f e l i n e  
o w n e r s h i p  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  The i s s u e  i s  n o t  w h e t h e r  
LIOC N a t i o n a l  i s  g o i n g  t o  a d v o c a t e  r e a s o n a b l e  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  c o n d u c t  t o  i t s  members o r  b r a n c h e s  b u t  
w h e t h e r ,  i f  we do n o t h i n g  b u t  q u i b b l e  on a  sophomore  
l e v e l ,  o u r  b e t t e r  o r g a n i z e d  a d v e r s a r i e s  w i l l  p a s s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  d i c t a t e  t h e i r  one  s i d e d  
s t a n d a r d s  t o  u s .  

F r e d  B o y a j i a n  

I l a m b u r g e r s  A r e  Killinq T r e e s  

Lnnch i s n ' t  w h a t  i t  u s e d  t o  be .  I t  i s n ' t  bad  
enouqh t h a t  t h e  p l a s t i c  " c l a m s h e l l "  y o u r  b u r q e r  
comes i n  c o n t a i n s  c h e m i c a l s  t h a t  may d e s t r o y  t h e  
e a r t h ' s  o z o n e  l a y e r .  E n v i o r n m e n t a l i s t s  h a v e  a n o t h e r  
b e e f :  t h e  b u r q e r  i t s e l f .  

To s u o o o r t  t h e i r  h e r d s ,  r a n c h e r s  i n  L a t i n  Amer- 
ica a r e  c o a r v i n c r  o u t  q r a z i n q  l a n d  f rom t h e  r a i n  
f o r e s t .  P a r t l y  b e c a u s e  i t  t a k e s  55 s q u a r e  f e e t  t o  
p r o d u c e  enouqh q r a z i n q  a r e a  f o r  a  s i n q l e  a l l - b e e f  
p a t t i e  ( l e t ' s  n o t  d i s c u s s  Double  W h o p o e r s ) ,  a t  
l e a s t  260 r a i n - f o r e s t  a c r e s  d i s a p p e a r  e v  e r y  d a y -  
w i t h  t r o u b l i n q  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  p l t i n t ~ t ' s  c l i n i t i t c  
a n d  d i v e r s i t y  o f  l i f e .  

To b r  e a k  t h i s  hamburqer  c o n n e c t i o n ,  e n v i r o n -  
m e n t a l i s t s  h a v e  c a l l e d  f o r  a  b o y c o t  o f  f a s t - f o o t  
o u t l e t s  u n t i l  t h e y  s t o o  u s i n q  C e n t r a l  American b e e f ,  
90 p e r c e n t  o f  w h i c h  q o e s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

The R a i n f o r e s t  A c t i o n  Network ,  i n  San  F r a n c i s c o ,  
h a s  a l r e a d y  s c o r e d  o n e  v i c t o r y .  R e c e n t l y  B u r q e r  Kinq 
t o l d  i ts s u o n l i e r s  t o  s t o p  b u y i n q  t h e  s o u t h - o f - t h e  
b o r d e r  f e e f .  McDonald 's  a n d  Wendy's d e n y  t h e y  u s e  
s u c h  b e e f ,  b u t  t h e  Los  A n q e l e s  b a s e d  E a r t h  F i r s t !  
is s t i l l  a s k i n g  c o n s u m e r s  t o  a v o i d  a l l  f a s t - f o o d e r i e s .  
So  f a r ,  t h e  campaiqn  h a s n ' t  e x a c t l y  won o v e r  t h e  man 
i n  t h e  s e a t .  

Recruited from Mewsweek. 
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LIFE DIRECTOR BALLOTING INSTRUCTIONS 

Enc losed  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  t h e  b a l l o t  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  two L i f e  D i r e c t o r  t o  r e p l a c e  
C a t h e r i n e  C i s i n  and D r .  Roger Harmon who r e c e n t l y  r e s i g n e d .  A l l  nominees  were  a s k e d  
t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  and f e e l i n g s  on s e v e r a l  i s s u e s  (see Volume 31,  Number 4 ,  page 1 8 )  
Below a r e  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  LIOC's f o u r  L i f e  D i r e c t o r s  a r e  
e l e c t e d  and s e r v e  i n d e f i n a t e l y  a l o n q  w i t h  t h e  O f f i c e r  and  f o u r  Term D i r e c t o r s  which a r e  
e l e c t e d  f o r  two-year  t e r m s .  They s e r v e  t o  p r o v i d e  a  c o h e s i v e  i n f l u e n c e - ~ v - e r - t h e  l o n q  
r a n q e  and s h o u l d  have  a  p roven  r e c o r d  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  o f f e r .  

LIOC e l e c t s  i t s  D i r e c t o r s  by p r e f e r e n t i a l  b a l l o t .  Each p e r s o n  o f  a  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e  h a s  a  
v o t e  s o  two s p a c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  on e a c h  b a l l o t  a l o n q  w i t h  a p l a c e  f o r  b o t h  s i q n a t u r e s .  
P l e a s e  number y o u r  c h o i c e s  i n  o r d e r  o f  p r e f e r e n c e  - 1, 2 & 3 .  

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN YOUR BALLOT IMMEDIATELY TO: 

S u z i  Wood, S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e r  
LIOC 
6 E  Lake C i r c l e  D r i v e  
Medford,  N . J .  08055 

I b e l i e v e  t h e  L i f e  D i r e c t o r ' s  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  
is t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  "How w i l l  t h i s  a c t i o n  
b e n e f i t  e x o t i c  c a t s  now a n d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e . ? "  i s  
a s k e d  a s  we e x p a n d  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  membersh ip .  
F u r t h e r ,  t h e  L i f e  D i r e c t o r s  m u s t  p r o v i c e  i n p u t  con-  
c e r n i n g  w h a t  worked i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  more i m p o r t a n t l y  
i f  s o m e t h i n g  d i d n ' t  work.  W e  s h o u l d  n o t  r e p e a t  mis -  
t a k e s  a n d  w a s t e  e f f o r t .  My e l e v e n  p l u s  y e a r s  a s  a  
member a n d  o f f i c e r  would  b r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b e a r .  

I n  my p r o f e s s i o n a l  work ,  a s  a  f o o d  p r o c e s s  
e n g i n e e r ,  I h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a  number o f  
a n i m a l  n u t r i t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  I ' v e  a l s o  worked  w i t h  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a  V e t  S c h o o l  i n  e x o t i c  
m i l k  a n a l y s i s .  

I ' v e  b r e d  G e o f f o r y ' s  c a t s  f o r  t e n  y e a r s  ( i n  
two d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s )  a n d  am a w a r e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  h a n d l i n g  and  moving t h e  a n i m a l s .  The 

Â ¥ e x c h a n g  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  and  knowldge  a b o u t  t h e  c a t s  
i s  why m o s t  o f  u s  j o i n e d  t h e  c l u b .  T r a d i n g  i n f o r -  
m a t i o n  a b o u t  c a t s  and  t h e i r  c a r e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  
e n o u g h .  The c l u b  members m u s t  b e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
aware  t h a t  t h e  government  w a n t s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  
k e e p i n g  o f  e x o t i c  p e t s  ( b e c a u s e  it is  a n  i r r i t a n t )  
w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n  we 
make i n  k e e p i n g  t h e  s p e c i e s  a l i v e .  C l u b  members 
and  o t h e r  e x o t i c  k e e p e r s  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  t h e  l u x u r y  
o f  j u s t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  g o  t h e i r  own i s o l a t e d  ways.  
W e  mus t  r e s p o n d  i n  a  c o n c e r t e d  manner t o  p r o t e c t  
o u r  k e e p i n g  and  b r e e d i n g  o f  e x o t i c s .  I see L i f e  
D i r e c t o r s  a i d i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  mechanisms a n d  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s .  

P l a n n i n g  i s  a n o t h e r  s k i l l  which  w i l l  be  
n e e d e d  a s  we e x p a n d .  Much o f  my p r o f e s s i o n a l  work 
i s  r e l a t e d  t o  p r o j e c t  d e s i g n  a n d  p l a n n i n g .  I f e e l  
t h i s  i s  d i r e c t l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  p r o j e c t s  
f o r  e x p a n d i n g  and  i m p r o v i n g  LIOC's a c t i v i t i e s .  
? I a n n i n g  g o e s  beyond p r e p a r i n g  a  s c h e d u l e  o f  who is 
t o  d o  w h a t  when and  how much w i l l  i t  cost. P l a n n i n g  
mus t  e n s u r e  a  commitment t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  g o a l s  
t h a t  m e e t  t h e  c l u b  member ' s  n e e d s .  

I f  you s u p p o r t  my v i e w s  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a  
L i f e  D i r e c t o r  I would a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  
e l e c t i n g  m e  t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

J o h n  P e r r y  

F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  l e t  m c  a c k n o w l e d q e  what  a n  
h o n o r  i t  i s  pvnn t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d ,  much less 
nominatccl  f o r  a I,i f e  D i r e c t o r !  The  s h o e s  l e f t  
v a c a n t  by C a t h e r i n e  C i s i n  a n d  Roqcr  Ilarmon a r e  
l e q e n d a r y  a n d  w i l l  bc d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i l l .  - 5 -  

Most o f  you h a v e  s e e n  my name s i n c e  I h a v e  s e r v e d  
a s  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  s i n c e  1974 a n d  h a v e  
b e e n  r e - e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  Term D i r e c t o r  
s i n c e  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  i ts  c u r r e n t  form i n  1974 
a s  w e l l .  P r e v i o u s l y ,  I s e r v e d  a s  S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s -  
u r e r ?  a n d  Membership S e c r e t a r y  u n d e r  C a t h e r i n e ' s  
r e q i m e  b e q i n i n q  i n  1970.  I was h o n o r e d  t o  r e c e i v e  
t h e  L o t t y  i n  1975.  

I h a v e  r a i s e d  margays  a n d  o n c i l l a s  a n d  f u r t h e r  
h a v e  b e e n  p r i v e l e q e d  t o  s h a r e  my home w i t h  o c e l o t s ,  
c o u q a r ,  Geoffrey's c a t  a n d  s e r v a l .  

A l t h o u q h  t h e r e  i s  a  rumor a b o u t  t h a t  I a m t ' o l d - q u a r d "  
a n d  " a q a i n s t  p r o g r e s s " ,  I a s s u r e  you n o t h i n q  i s  
f u r t h e r  f rom t h e  t r u t h .  However, I d o  b e l i e v e  we 
s h o u l d  remember o u r  r o o t s  a n d  o u r  p r i m a r y  q o a l  o f  
e d u c a t i n g  e x o t i c  o w n e r s  t o  b e t t e r  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  
a n i m a l s ,  s e c o n d l y  e d u c a t i n g  non-owners t o  t h e  
n e e d  f o r  p r i v a t e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  e f f o r t s  a n d  b r e e d i n q .  
I t  i s  f rom t h e r e ,  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  r e s o u r c e s  we h a v e  
l e f t , t h a t  we s h o u l d  t a k e  a im o n  e x p a n s i o n  o f  LIOC's 
p r o g r a m s .  

I d i d  n o t  v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  newly  a d o ~ t e d  by- laws  
j u s t  t o  o p p o s e  c h a n g e .  I f e l t  (and  s t i l l  d o )  t h a t  
t h e r e  was much good c o n t a i n e d  i n  them. However I 
a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  much t h a t  c o u l d  be  p o t e n t -  
i a l l y  h a r m f u l  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by o u r  l o s s  o f  a t  l e a s t  
o n e  b r a n c h  a n d  a n o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  q r o u p .  

I h o p e  t h a t  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a s  a  L i f e  D i r e c t o r  I 
c a n  a s s i s t  i n  m o d i f y i n g  t h e  new by- laws  t o  c o r r e c t  
t h e s e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  t o  a  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e s e  B r a n c h e s  
c a n  r e - j o i n  u s  a c t i v e l y .  

I would  a l s o  a c t i v e l y  move f o r  more a n d  b e t t e r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  a i d s ,  b o o k l e t s  a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n  v i d e o  
c a s s e t t e s  t o  b e t t e r  e d u c a t e  new o w n e r s  t o  c a r e  for  
t h e i r  c h a r g e s .  

I t  is  a l s o  mv f e e l i n q  t h a t  t h e  Board s h o u l d  a s  a  
w h o l e  q u i d e  LIOC t h e r e b y  i n c l u d i n q  a s  many i n  t h o  
d e c i s i o n  makinq  p r o c e s s  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  y o u ' v e  e l e c t e d  
e a c h  and  e v e r y o n e  o f  them and  t h e y  s h o u l d  be  h e a r d .  
A l t h o u q h  LIOC's r e s o u r c e s  may b e  l i m i t e d  I f u l l y  
b e l i e v e  we c a n  b e  a  v i a b l e  f o r c e  i n  t h e  I e q i s l a t i v e  
p r o c e s s ,  b u t  o n l y  i f  we a l l  t a k e  a n  a c t i v  e  p a r t .  
No o n e  p  e r s o n  c a n  d o  i t  a l l .  LIOC s h o u l d  b e  a  
c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  t o  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  
o f  o u r '  a n i m a l s .  
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Dear Friends: 

I was recently honored at the 1987 Convention by 
being nominated by the Executive Board of LIOC 
for a position as Life Director. 

It has been a long way back to 1969 when Herb and 
I joined LIOC. The first big impact was at our 
first convention in Portland in 1974. We were in 
awe at the presence of Ken Hatfield, Pepper Perry, 
Danny Treanor, Shirley Waqner and Dr. Roger Harmon. 
The names from the Newsletter came alive and they 
were people just like us - cat owners and cat lovers 
sharinq their knowledge with us. Catherine Cisin 
did not attend the convention that year but I mefc 
her in Florida in 1975. 

As a foundinq member of the Oreqon Educational 
Exotic Feline Club, I worked in a teachinq club to 
educate our younqer qeneration about the importance 
of perservinq our Endanqered Species. 

Receiving the Lotty award in 1981 was one honor I 
never expected, but that qolden stature alongside 
Herb's means one heck of a lot! 

I was honored aqain a few years aqo by being appoint- 
ed Membership Secretary for LIOC. It was a biq job 
and I spent many hours typinq, filing and trying to 
answer questions from hundreds of people who were 
interested, curious and some desperate for informa- 
tion. 

LIOC was founded as a club of exotic cat owners to 
share their joys, problems and triumphs and assist 
one another. The Newsletter formed a bond between 
us. I hope that by servinq as a Life Director I can 
be a force in restorinq the orqinal concepts of 
LIOC. 

Sincerely, 

&L~z&& 
Barbara Wilton 

Regretfully, Jean Hatfield and Danny Treanor 
have declined their nominations. 

In the November, 1987, edition of SMITHSONIAN, 
Geoffrey C. Ward has written "India's Intensifying 
Dilemma: Can Tiqers and People coexist? 

An in-denth look at the problems of India trying 
to cooe with her increasinq populations of both 
people and tiqers. As always in SMITIlSOIIIAN, it 
is accompanied by a multitude of beautiful photos 
and illustrates that although successful in 
increasinq t he tiqer population there, India is 
now faced with the conflict it causes. Recommended 
reading for any conservationalist. 

CATS OF THE WORLD: BIOLOGY, CONSERVATION AND 
MANAGEMENT. 

Ed. S.D. Miller & D.D. Everett, National Wildlife 
Federation, 1412 16th St. Washington, D.C. 20036 
501 pages $20.00-paperback (stock # 79786) 

The gestations period is probably a record, but 
at last t he offspring of the International Cat 
Symposium held 4-6 October 1982 on the campus of the 
Texas A & I University in Kingsville, Texas has been 
born.CATS OF THE WORLD, the proceedings fo the sym- 
posium is now available and will be an invaluable 
reference work from now on. Many of the leading world 
experts on cats contributed to they symposium with 
papers on the status, social interactions and behav- 
ior, reproductive behavior, population dynamics, 
predator/prey interactions and resource use and 
conservation strategies. 

It is perhaps illustrative of the problems faced 
by editors of proceedings that several important 
papers are represented only by abstracts, the authors 
having presumably failed, as novelist Trollope desc- 
ribed the art of writing, to "apply the seat of the 
pants to the seat of the chair." This is a pity, 
for one would have liked to see their contributions 
fully recorded. Perhaps the Editors had them in mind 
when they wrote the introduction: "research and 
public dissemination of research results to public 
administrators and to the public at large is crucial." 
Incidently, I could not help noticinq that the 
guilty parties includeded three members of the CAT 
GROUP. 

The section on the status of cats ranges through 
important areas of Asia, but India is a notable 
omission. This is surprising, qiven that Project 
Tiger, launched in 1973, has been one of the most 
publicized of all wildlife conservation projects, 
and information about the area's 15 felid species - 
the highest number of any country in the world - 
although scanty, is better than that from most of 
the world. Only Kenya, Uganda and Botswana represent 
the African continent, from which it would have been 
desirable to have something from Zimbabwe and South 
Africa as well in view of the advanced state of re- 
search and knowledge from those those countries, not 
to mention Equatorial and West Africa. The only Latin 
American country covered in the volume is Venezuela 
which reflects the paucity of knowledge of the neo- 
tropical cats in the continent. Happily, since the 
symposium was held the flow of information has 
improved to some extent. 

In terms of biology and behavior, there is a 
heavy bias towards North American species, notably 
the bobcat. This is undoubtedly because of the loca- 
tion of the symposium, as well as the fact that more 
work has been done the area. But one hopes the next 
symposium on cats will redress the balance. 

Reprinted from CAT NEWS 



BOBCATS 
or 

A Holiday Tale, in Two Parts, With a Moral 

Part One 

I live in what is, more or less, downtown Pittsburgh. Local people 
will tell you that Pittsburgh is a city of neighborhoods; after having 
lived here for three years I agree. My neighboorhood is a quiet, 
older one and most of the people who live in it are first generation 
European immigrants. There is an occasional student, like me, who 
prefers the community atmosphere and who has discovered the 
low rents and there are a number of younger, second generation 
families who still enjoy speaking the old language in their 
day-to-day life. We have a neighborhood greengrocer, a 
neighborhood butcher, a neighboorhod bar and grill, a bakery, a 
barber, an antique store and (to come to the point of this story) a 
pet store. 

When I first moved here I visited all the shops in the 
neighborhood, including the pet store. The greengrocer's 
vegetables were fresh and beautiful. He had crates of polished 
fruit, piles of different colored lettuces, asparagus at 79 cents a 
pound -- I was impressed. The pet store was another story. The 
shop was dark and dusty. It smelled. 

The man behind the counter told me that he and his wife ran the 
shop. He said he took care of the store while his wife had a 
sideline in the grooming business. I spent a few minutes 
wandering around and was relieved to note that there were far 
morc boxes and bottles on the shelves than there were animals in 
the cages. The bulk of the shop's animal trade seemed to be fish, 
gerbils, and mice. On closer inspection these small animals seemed 
relatively well cared for. 

The owner told me that he did most of his business by request and 
that most of his customers were people in the neighboorhood. For 
example, one of the waitresses at a popular restaurant across the 
street had just asked for a hamster for her daughter. The owner 
had told her he could get one within a few days. An older couple 
had a canary and wanted a second one "exactly like it." The owner 
was trying to find such a bird and said it would take him about two 
weeks. 

I have a few aquariums around the house, so I asked the owner if 
he had any feeder goldfish. He took me to the back of the store 
and showed me a tank filled with fish. The tank was filthy and 
there were about a dozen or so dead fish floating on top. After a 
quick look, I decided to continue to buy my fish supplies in the 
suburbs. I left the store in an uneasy frame of mind, but one day 
slipped into the next and I never returned or did anything about 
how I felt. 

Last year at about this time I paid another visit to the pet store. A 
friend of mine came to see me. She has a giiniea pig, and she had 
stopped into the pet store to buy some seeds to feed it. She said 
she noticed a strange-looking cat in one of the cages "which didn't 
look too good." She knows of my interest in exotics, and she said 
slic felt sure that what she had seen was no ordinary kitten. Off 1 
went. 

In a small cage, in the back of the pet store, was a tiny bobcat. She 
couldn't have been more than six or seven weeks old. She had a 
rust colored coat with very few spots and huge unhappy eyes. The 
man behind the counter told me that he had gotten the kitten for a 
customer who'd "special ordered" it. The customer was in the 
armed forces and had suddenly gotten transferred to a location 
where he was not allowed to own pets. The man continued by 
saying that the kitten was "a mess of trouble because she was so 
finicky." Apparently she hadn't eaten for four days: the four clays 
she'd been in the store. I asked him what he had tried to feed her. 
"Dry kitten chow," he said. I ran home for a can of Zupreen~ and a 
can of unsweetened condensed milk. 

We made a thin gruel of the milk and a small amount of Zupreem. 
While the kitten was lapping at the mixture, I asked the 
shopkeeper where he had gotten her and what he was planning on 
doing with her. He said he'd gotten her from a friend somewhere 
in the north of the state and that he was planning on selling her to 
anyone who was interested. He asked me if I was intrested (as I 
obviously must have seemed), but (hard as it was to say) I had to 
tell him that there was no way I could accomodate the kitten. I 
live in a three-room apartment, 1 have two cats already, and they 
are both very small. Adding what would eventually be a 
full-grown bobcat to that situation would only have made us all 
unhappy. 

That evening I came home and called one of my LIOC friends. I 
told her the story and asked her if she knew anyone who wanted a 
bobcat kitten. She didn't know of anyone who wanted one 
immediately, but she said she'd ask around. She also suggested 
that I call some vets in the area. I called several, and one man 
referred me to another vet in the area who had an interest in 
exotics. I called her. She turned out to be an old LIOC member 
who had let her membership lapse in recent years. Although she 
didn't want her name mentioned, she was willing to help me out. 
She said she'd do it "for the cat." She didn't want a bobcat kitten 
either (she has some of her own), but she did have some other 
names and numbers for me. One of these led to another woman, 
who lived in the south part of the state, who had alot of land, and 
who raised bobcats. I gave that woman's number to the pet store 
owner, he called her, and sold her the kitten. 

I went back to the shop a few times after the kitten was placed, 
and I never found another bobcat. Each time I went back, there 
were fewer and fewer animals of any sort. Now, this holiday 
season, the neighborhood pet shop seems closed. 

Part Two 

As far as I can tell, LIOC is about helping exotic felines. I 
remember reading somewhere, in something published by LIOC, 
that involvement with exotics was primarily for the animals' 
benefit and secondarily for our benefit. I remember reading, in a 
book from the 1950's or 1960's called "Know Your Ocelots and 
Margays," that involvement with exotics was not suggested for 
people interested in status seeking and that such people might 
want to think about becoming involved with Cadilkics or Irish 
Wolfhounds instead. (No slur intended to the cars or to the dogs -- 
we are the ones who assign value judgements.) 



We have had alot of talk lately about who and what LIOC is about. 
There has been a lot of politics and a lot of status seeking. I 
consider politics a dangerous activity and I am not good at it. The 
most dangerous obligation I have fufilled for LIOC so far has been 
stuffing, sealing and stamping 500 envelopes in one night. As for 
status seeking, I think about the cats. They don't. I try not to. But. 
If I am going to be contributing articles I need to have something 
to say. This issue (despite my lack of expertise) I'd like to say 
something about politics and about helping, talking and acting. 

As far as I am concerned, who LIOC is about is the cats and what 
LIOC is about is helping them. More specifically this means 
helping to: 

Preserve and protect them in the wild, 
Make it possible for them to reproduce in the wild, 
Maintain and propagate them in captivity, 
Find out more about them, 
Educate people about them and 
Persuade other people to join us in helping. 

There are other items that belong on the list, but you know what I 
am talking about. I am not talking about who does what, who is 
responsible for what, who is responsible to who etc. I am talking 
about goals we all share; tasks we all can engage in; things we all 
can do. 

I know that the items on the above list will not happen by 
themselves, that they have to be done by people, and that people 
have to be organized to do them. Wherever people have to be 
organized there is going to be politics. And some people will 
emerge as politicians. The politicians will help by talking, by 
focusing issues, by drawing attention and by lobbying with the 
people outside the organization. Within LIOC, in the best possible 
case, the politicians will help the cats most by helping to deal with 
people. In many cases (just because of who they are and how long 
they have been in the organization) the politicians will also help by 
acting: by setting examples as responsible private owners and 
breeders, by determining policies, by contributing advice and by 
using their power and experience to deal with emergencies. 

I will be the first to admit that there are people who are not 
politicians. I've already said that I don't consider myself one. 
I am, however, interested in helping the cats: that's one of the 
reasons why I joined LIOC. And during the time I've been a 
member, I've learned that there are things I can do which directly 
address LIOC goals. Without being political. 

When I first joined in 1985,I was primarily interested in getting a 
cat. I saw the LIOC ad in the back of "Cats Magazine," sent my 
money in, got the brochures, promptly joined, and was sent a copy 
of the newsletter with a Safari on the front cover. The breed 
seemed perfect for me. They were small and could live in an 
apartment. They seemed to be affectionate. They were part 
domestic and might be a good behavioral intoroduction to exotics. 
With the help of various LIOC members, notably Suzi Wood, I got a 
female Safari kitten (Mitzi). She was wonderful and I was 
enchanted. 

The newsletters kept coming. I kept reading them and I kept 
talking to Suzi. Over the months I came to learn what LIOC was all 
about. It was not about having a breathtaking spotted cat in your 
living room, but about assuring the future of exotic felines in the 
wild and in captivity. 

After a year I was convinced that I wanted to play more of a role 
in exotic conservation. I studied the various breeds and came to 
the conclusion that I liked Geoffroy's Cats. Again, they were small, 
seemed to be even-tempered, and there were LIOC members with 
experience to help me. I went to the Washington, DC zoo, saw some 
Geoffroy's and made up my mind. At the 1986 convention I got a 
male Geoffroy's (Max) from John Perry. My intent was initally to 
breed the Safari and the Geoffroy's, and eventually to acquire a 
female Geoffroy's. (No luck yet with the first option, we're starting 
to consider the second one.) 

During the past year I have become involved with the newsletter. 
Through all kinds of politics (which I still do not understand) I am 
Assistant Editor. (I admit that I volunteered to help out. I am a 
writer by profession and I thought that, aside from keeping cats, 
the best way I could help was to put my skills to use.) I am 
responsible for printing and mailing the newsletter and for writing 
an article for each issue. This issue and the last one were late, 
because I am still figuring out how long doing this takes and what 
exactly is involved. I have learned a lot though, and I hope that 
next years' issues will go much quicker. (A note to western PA and 
eastern OH members: anyone interested in an envelope-stuffing 
party please call me. It's a big job for one person and I'd 
appreciate some help.) 

I also talk about LIOC a lot. And, of course, everyone who comes to 
my house and sees my animals gets introduced to LIOC. There are 
so many people who are interested in cats and it is easy to extend 
their interest to exotics. Most of the people I have talked to have 
never heard of LIOC. Once I describe our organization to them they 
want to know how to join. 

And then there is the incident with my neighborhood pet store. 
Just by being involved, by making my interests known, by 
spending some time on the phone, I have helped. When I think 
about it, it seems as if I might not really have done that much. 
What is one captive bred bobcat against acres and acres of rain 
forest everyday? One bobcat. That's the answer. If each of us 
affects the life only one animal . . . 

Moral 

Let's try being "cats come first, people come second" people where 
LIOC is concerned. And remember that we all can do things to help 
-- even those of us who are politically uninvolved. 



A Cougar's Tale 
I ' m  w r i t i n q  t h i s  s t o r y  i n  h o p e s  t h a t  i t  m i o h t  s a v e  

a n  e x o t i c  l i f e .  I ' m  new t o  t h e  e x o t i c  community,  h a v i n g  
owned c o u q a r s  f o r  two a n d  a  h a l f  y e a r s ,  b u t  I ' v e  come a  
l o n q  way f rom t h e  i d e a l i s t i c ,  r o m a n t i c  I o n c e  was.  Mercury  
was my f i r s t  c o u q a r ,  p u r c h a s e d  f rom a  n e a r b y  e x o t i c  a n i m a l  
d e a l e r  a t  t h e  t e n d e r  a g e  o f  1 0  d a y s .  I t  was a n  i m p u l s i v e  
p u r c h a s e  t o  b e  h o n e s t .  We had  o r d e r e d  a  b o b c a t ,  b u t  s p o n -  
t a n e o u s l y  b o u g h t  t h e  a d o r a b l e  f u r b a l l  when we h a d  i n t e n d e d  
t o  o n l y  v i s i t .  I t  was a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  my l i f e  and  my 
h u s b a n d ' s .  Mercury  is t h e  c h i l d  we n e v e r  had .  a n d  owning  
a n d  c a r i n g  f o r  h im h a s  been  a  r a r e  p r i v i l e d q e .  

T h i s  i s  t h e  t r u e  s t o r y  o f  how t h r o u g h  a  moment o f  
i n a t t e n t i v e n e s s  we a l m o s t  l o s t  h i s  l i f e .  W e  l i v e  i n  a  
r u r a l  a r e a  o f  w e s t e r n  A r k a n s a s ,  o n  t h i r t y  a c r e s .  T h e r e  
a r e  a n  e s t i m a t e d  25  w i l d  c o u q a r s  l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  o r i m e  
c o u g a r  c o u n t r y .  They a r e  e x t r e m e l y  e n d a n g e r e d  h e r e .  W e  
f e e l  v e r y  p r o u d  t o  b e  h o u s i n g  and  c a r i n g  f o r  c o u q a r s  i n  
a  c o u n t r y  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  s h o u l d  c o n t a i n  more .  

S i n c e  h e  was o u r  f i r s t ,  we n a t u r a l l y  made a  few 
m i s t a k e s ,  b u t  I a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  we w e r e  v e r y  i n v e n t i v e  a n d  
c r e a t i v e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o b l e m s  o f  r a i s -  
i n g  c o u q a r s .  Mercury  had  p l e n t y  o f  f r e e d o m  w h i l e  h e  was 
a  younq a d o l e c e n t .  W e  a t t a c h e d  a  l a r q e  b e l l  t o  h i s  c o l l a r  
s o  t h a t  when we l e t  h im o u t  i n  t h e  m o r n i n q  we c o u l d  h e a r  
w h e r e  h e  was a n d  i f  we w e r e n ' t  s u r e ,  we 'd  c a l l  a n d  h e  
would a l w a y s  a n s w e r  i n  h i s  h i g h - p i t c h e d  and  v e r y  l o u d -  
w h i s t l e .  H e  was a  qood b o y ,  v e r y  l o v i n g  a n d  a t t a c h e d .  I 
p r o c e e d e d  t o  t e a c h  him t o  w a l k  o n  a  l e a s h ,  a  v e r y  c h a l l -  
e n q i n q  and  s o m e t i m e s  h o p e l e s s  s i t u a t i o n .  B u t ,  t h r o u q h  
p a t i e n c e  and  p c r s i s t a n c e ,  t h e  secret t o  a n y  e x o t i c  t r a i n -  
i n n ,  I was s u c r - s s f u l .  

But  I s t i l l  l e t  him roam a r o u n d  on  o u r  p r o p e r t y ,  
w e a r i n q  h i s  b e l l  a n d  t r a i l i n q  a  l e a s h ,  a s  l o n q  a s  h e  
s t a y e d  i n  s i q h t  o r  h e a r i n g  d i s t a n c e .  Mercury  was g r o w i n q  
up ,  h e  beqan  t o  w a n d e r ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  I had  t o  t r a c k  
him down, a  s k i l l  I d e v e l o p e d  b y  " t h i n k i n g  l i k e  a  c o u q a r "  
I h o n e s t l y  c o u l d  d e d u c e  w h e r e  h e  was h e a d e d ,  by c o n s i d e r -  
i n q  t h e  t i m e  o f  d a y ,  h i s  mood, a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  d r a g  
marks  o f  h i s  l e a s h .  Mercury was r a i s e d  w i t h  o u r  h u n t i n g  
doq a n d  chow d o q ,  s o  o f t e n  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  " h u n t i n g "  t o -  
q e t h e r .  

One clay, a f t e r  a  p r o n o u n c e d  c h a n g e  i n  b e h a v i o r ,  t h e  
i n e v i t a b l e  happened .  Mercury  had b e e n  w a n d e r i n g  more o f  
l a t e - ,  and  h e  was s i x t e e n  months  o l d .  n e  was a t  a n  a q e  
whe-ic h c  was a s s o r t i t i q  h i s  i n d e o e n d e n c e .  I s t o p p e d  l e - t t i n q  
him e x p e r i c n c c  u n s u o e r v i s e d  t r a v e l s  - h e  had  t o  b e  o n  t h e  
le-ash w i t h  me-. lip had  v i s i s t c d  t h e  n e i q h b o r s  and  a t  a  
w c i q h t  o f  o v e r  a  h u n d r e d  pounds ,  h e  was n o  l o n q e r  welcome. 
The n e i q h b o l s  r l a i m c d  t h e y  had  h e a r d  a  w i l d  c o u q a r  s c r e a m -  
i n q .  We f i q u r e d  Mercury  was a t t e m p t i n q  t o  c o n t a c t  members 
o f  h i s  own k i n d ,  and  d e c i d e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  him a  q i r l f r i e n d .  

W e  d e s i q n e d  a n d  b u i l t  a  compound b e s i d e  h i s  and  
i t  was a l m o s t  comwle te  a s  s o o n  we would  b r i n g  home a n  
a d o r a b l e  7 month o l d  f e m a l e  comoanion f o r  h im.  T h a t ,  we 

f i q u r e d ,  would  c u r e  h i s  w a n d e r l u s t -  
One a f t e r n o o n ,  I t o o k  Mercury  on  a  l e a s h  w a l k -  We 

h e a d e d  down o u r  h i l l  t o  t h e  v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n .  S u d d e n l y ,  
t h e  u r g e  t o  weed t h e  v e q i e s  o v e r t o o k  me, s o  I l .et  g o  o f  
t h e  l e a s h .  Mercury  t h e n  f o l l o w e d  t h e  d o q s  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  
h i l l  t o w a r d s  o u r  c r e e k .  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  f n l t o w i n q  t h e  

way t h e y  h a d  t a k e n  t h r o u q h  t h e  woods,  s o . 1  w a l k e d  down 
o u r  g r a v e l  r o a d  a n d  f i g u r e d  I ' d  m e e t  h i m  a t  t h e  c r e e k .  

I was wronq.  He w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  I f i g u r e d  h e  h a d  
g o t t e n  h i m s e l f  t a n g l e d  i n  t h e  u n d e r b r u s h ,  s o  I back-  
t r a c k e d  t o  l o c a t e  him. I was  wrong.  So  I c r o s s e d  t h e  c r e e k  

a n d  h e a d e d  downst ream t o  f i n d  him. I was  wronq.  SO I 
c h e c k e d  t h e  n e i g h b o r s '  cows t o  f i n d  him. b u t  o n c e  a q a i n  I 
was wronq.  Then I b e q a n  r e t r a c i n g  my s t e p s  w a s t i n q  v a l u -  
a b l e  t i m e .  The t r a i l  was g e t t i n q  c o l d ,  I was a t  a  l o s s .  
My " c o u q a r  s e n s e "  f a i l e d  me. The o n l y  p l a c e  I h a d n ' t  
checked was u p s t r e a m ,  a n d  I d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  d o  t h a t  b e c a u s e  

t h e  t i c k  ~ o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  n e a r e s t  house 
was a  ways up t h e  c r e e k .  My husband  a n d  I had  a s i n k i n q  
f e e l i n g .  We knew t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  v e r y  bad  p o s s i b i l -  
i t i e s  f o r  Mercury .  One, h e  c o u l d  h a v e  g o t t e n  h i m s e l f  
t a n g l e d  i n  t h e  woods a n d  would  h a v e  t o  f i q u r e  o u t  t o  
chew h i s  r o p e ,  a  t h i n g  h e  h a d  n e v e r  d o n e  b e f o r e .  Two, 
h e  c o u l d  h a v e  hung h i m s e l f .  T h r e e ,  h e  c o u l d  f i n d  h i s  way 
t o  a  n e i g h b o r ' s  h o u s e  o r  a  n e i g h b o r ' s  c a t t l e  f i e l d  a n d  
g e t  h i m s e l f  s h o t .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  h i n d s i g h t  t e l l s  me we 
s h o u l d  h a v e  q o t t e n  on  t h e  phone  a n d  a l e r t e d  t h e  n e i q h -  
b o r s  o f  o u r  m i s s i n q  c o u g a r .  B u t ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  o r i d e  a n d  
e m b a r a s s m e n t  s t o p p e d  u s .  W e  h a d  n o  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  s i t  
horn e and  w a i t  b y  t h e  phone.  

O u t s i d e ,  t h e  l a r q e ,  d o u b l e  c o u q a r  p e n s  r e m a i n e d  
empty ,  a  s a d n e s s  f i l l e d  t h e  a i r .  Then t h e  phone  r a n q .  
It was  o u r  n e i q h b o r  u p  t h e  c r e e k - h e  had  s h o t  I 'ercury! 

H e  t h o u g h t  h e  was a d o q  t h a t  h a d  h a s s l e d  h i s  cows 
b e f o r e .  When h e  saw M e r c u r y ' s  t a i l  and  t h e  t h i r t y - f o o t  
y e l l o w  l e a s h ,  h e  knew it was a  c o u q a r .  H e  a p o l o q i z e d  
a n d  t o l d  u s  i f  we w a n t e d  t o  s a v e  him t o  q e t  u p  t h e r e  
FAST! B a r t  a n d  I jumped i n  t h e  t r u c k .  When we a r r i v e d  
t h e  n e i q h b o r  t o l d  u s  h i s  d o g  was b a r k i n -  a t  t h e  woods 
and  h e  f i q u r e d  Mercury  was s t i l l  o u t  t h e r e .  I c a l l e d  and  
Mercury  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n s w e r e d .  I t  was d a r k  by now and  w i t h  
a f l a s h l i g h t  we l o c a t e d  o u r  runaway c o u q a r ,  who had  q o t t e n  
h i m s e l f  t a n g l e d  a r o u n d  a  t r e e .  H e  was  s o  g l a d  t o  s e e  u s ,  
b u t  we w e r e  s i c k !  T h e r e  w e r e  b l o o d  s t a i n s  on  h i s  s i d e .  

Mercury seemed h i s  o l d  s e l f ,  b u t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  was  
ominous .  W e  t h a n k e d  t h e  n e i q h b o r  f o r  c a l l i n q  u s  a s  we l i v e  
i n  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  t h e  u n w r i t t e n  r u l e  i s  t o  s h o o t  t o  k i l l  
any  doq  c a u g h t  c h a s i n q  c a t t l e  and  t h e n  b u r y  them w i t h o u t  
s a y i n g  a  word. 

Back home, Mercury  came i n  Lhe k i t c h e n  w h i l e  1 c a l l -  
e d  t h e  v e t .  H e  seemed f i n e ,  i n  f a c t  h e  was l o o k i n g  on  t h e  
c o u n t e r s  f o r  d i n n e r .  W e  t o l d  h im "No" s i n c e  we f i g u r e d  
h e  would  b e  i n  s u r g e r y  s o o n .  

At t h e  v e t ' s  we s t r u g q l e d  t o  s e d a t e  him. Then t h e  
x - r a y s  s t a r t e d .  The v e t  t o l d  me i t  l o o k e d  bad .  The 2 2  
b u l l e t  was d i r e c t l y  o v e r  t h e  l i v e r  and  s p l e e n  a r e a .  W e  
c o u l d  h o p e  it h i t  a  r i b  a n d  was d e f l e c t e d ,  b u t  i f  n o t ,  
Mercury was n o t  l o n q  f o r  t h i s  w o r l d .  I p r a y e d  and  c r i e d ,  
s e c r e t l y  a l l  I c o u l d  t h i n k  o f  was  " l i v e r  t r a n s n l a n t " .  



TfIinqs looked hopeless, but cats do have 9 lives-riqht? 
The first x-ray, which was developed at the hospital 
across town, shoed no bullet. The x-ray operator was 
kind enouqh to lend us a human x-ray plate, since the 
vet's plates weren't showinq a larqe enough area. To 
think that the life forces were draining out of my 
orecious "little boy" because of a moment of inattentive- 
ness was destroyinq me. It wasn't fair. After all, we 
had stopped playinq chances with his freedom. 

The vet returned after drivinq to the hospital 
aqain. The news was unbelievable. There was no bullet 
inside him, and no internal damage. The bulled was either 
a dud or so slow by the time it hit him that it only 
went in an inch or so and then worked its way out aqain. 
We drove' our poor, drugged cougar home at 12:30 at night 
and thanked God and the vet. I wasn't gonna have to pay 
a high price for my foolish mistake. 

The next day Mercury, still drugqcd and wobbly, 
insisted on coming in the house to sit with me. He could 
barely walk but he was determined to be by him "mom". The 
vet had warned me that the druq used to sedate him might 
makc him unpredictable and even violent, but nothinq like 
that happened to him. I cried for days, thinking how close 
a call I had. 

We never aqain let him roam unsuoervised. We set out 
to get him a female comoanion. Then we enlarged his yard 
to over a half acre. I still take him for daily walks 
and am extremely proud of our relationship. He is some- 
what s~oiled, but he deserves it. He is mindful. He is 
cooperative and he is loving. He now weighs about one 
hundred and fifty pounds, and if he wasnt' cooperative I 
couldn't take him for walks or swims in the creek, some- 
thing he and his girlfriend, Tara, both love to do in the 
summ e r. 

Lynn Culver 

HARTZ BLOCKADE FLEA SPRAY MAY BE DEADLY 

A recent seqment of CBS's series 60 Minutes 
brought to liqht several reported cases of deaths 
in otherwise supposedly healthy animals after the 
use of Hartz Mountain's new flea spray Blockade. 

Company spokesmen who were interviewed made 
liqht of the "insignificant" numbers of users who 
experienced problems in comparison to the qreat 
numbers of those who did not have any problem 
with the product. 

However, while the Environmental Protection 
Agency conducts new toxcicity tests, Hartz has 
agreed to put a warning on the product which 
will caution users among other things not to use 
it on animals less than a year old, on pregnant 
cats of an old, sick or debilitated animal. 

The active aqents in the spray, have been 
tested and used safely but the two main inqredi- 
ents have not been aoproved as safe in combination. 
The EPA states this is not unusual. Once an inqred- 
ient is tested and approved, it is not usually 
retested only because it is in combination with 
another tested inqredient. 

ore Branches Wi thdraw 

To The Officers & Directors of LIOC: 

We have thoughtfully and thoroughly reviewed 
the newly adopted by-laws and feel that they so 
radically change the concept of the organization 
and the manner in which it will be governed in 
the future, that we can no longer participate 
as a Branch. 

It is our feeling that the increased finan- 
cial ourden on branch IneInberS is totally 
unwarranted. Further, the by-laws governing 
branches are autocratic and overly restrictive 
as are the concepts set forth in the new by-laws. 

Until such time as LIOC returns to its orig- 
inal concepts and turns away from these beauro- 
cratic dictates as expressed in these by-laws, we 
will continue to meet without affiliation with 
LIOC as a branch. 

Regretfully the Former members of the South- 
Western Branch 

Dear Fred, 

I am enclosing a CODY of the questionaire we 
sent to our club members. The perwhelming majority 
voted to distontinue our branch status. 

I have held this vote for two months in the hooe 
that you would recognize that the new bv-laws were 
causinq LIOC to loose its branches and would volun- 
tarily do sowthinq about it. We could then take 
another vote and perhaps continue as a LIOC branch. 

You leave us no choice. 
As President of Northwest Exotic Folinc Society, 

I hereby withdraw this club as a branch of LIOC 
Endanqered Species Conservation Federation, Inc. 
Effective December 1, 1987. 

We as individuals will continue to support 1.10C 
as active members and will try to make the 1988 
Convention as enjoyable as the previous ones. 

Sincerely, 
Ethel Hauser 
President 
NWEFS 



NOVEMBER MEETING REPORT 

The m e e t i n q  dawned b r i g h t  a n d  e a r l y  w i t h  F r e d  
B o y a j i a n  k n o c k i n q  o n  o u r  d o o r ,  r e a d y  t o  h e a d  t o  
S a n f o r d ,  w h e r e  t h e  C e n t r a l  F ' l o r i d a  Z o o l o q i c a l  P a r k  
i s  l o c a t e d .  l ie  came i n  f rom A t l a n t a  to  j o i n  o u r  b r a n c h  
on  a n  o u t i n q  t o  t h e  z o o ,  a n d  was t r y i n g  t o  see a s  many 
o e o n l c  a l o n q  t h e  way a s  h e  c o u l d .  A l s o ,  I t h i n k ,  to 
f i n d  o u t  why we a r e  s o  u n o r q a n i z e d  (when i t  was t i m e  
t o  l e a v e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d a y ,  I t h i n k  i t  was s t i l l  
L> m y s t e r y  t o  h im. )  

I q a v c  him t h e  q r a n d  t o u r  o f  my b a c k y a r d  " s a n c t -  
u d r y "  whore  mv two G c o f f r o y ' s  Tcira a n d  Mickey ,  welllow 
i n  t h e  l a p  o f  l u x u r y ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  c h a s i n g  p o o r  
P i e r r e  p s s y c a t  a r o u n d  t h e  p r e m i s e s .  I t h e n  let  my 
two " l i t t l e  d a r l i n q s "  o u t  o n  t h e i r  l e a s h e s  t o  i m p r e s s  
F r e d  w i t h  t h e i r  s k i l l s  o f  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  a  1 5  f o o t  
PVC p i p e  ( t h a t ' s  a b o u t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e i r  t a l e n t ,  
e x c e p t  f o r  making  m i s c h i e f ) .  

Whi le  I was  q e t t i n q  my a c t  t o g e t h e r ,  D e n n i s  g a v e  
F r e d  a  " l o o k - s e e "  u n d e r  t h e  hood o f  t h e  t r u c k  t o  show 
him o u r  new q a s  e n q i n e  h e  p u t  i n  t h i s  week t o  r e p l a c e  
a n  o l d  d i e s e l  o n e .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  I was  r e a d y  t o  q o  a n d  
r u n n i n g  l a t e  a s  u s u a l  a n d  w i t h  D e n n i s  a b o u t  t o  t a k e  
a  c a t t l e  o r o d  t o  me i f  I d i d n ' t  h u r r y  u p ,  we f i n a l l y  
w e r e  on  o u r  way. 

I t ' s  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  and  a  h a l f  t o  S a n f o r d ,  a n d  
a f t e r  b l o w i n g  e v e r y o n e  o f f  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e ,  we s q u e a k -  
e d  i n  w i t h  f i f t e e n  m i n u t e s  t o  s p a r e .  NO PROBLEM: W e  
w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  o n e s  t o  show up ,  n o t  c o u n t i n q  o u r  h o s t .  

Lee & M i c k i e  C r o w e l l  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  h o s t  t h e  
bunch  o f  u s  t h i s  t i m e ,  and  t h e y  d i d  a  s u p e r  j o b  o f  it. 
As we a l l  s t r a q q l e d  i n  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  h a l f  h o u r ,  t h e y  
set o u t  a  d e l i c i o u s  l u n c h  f o r  u s  i n  t h e  p i c n i c  a r e a  
f e a t u r i n q  a l l  my f a v o r i t e  p i c n i c  f o o d s  a n d  t o p p i n g  it 
o f f  w i t h  a  yummy c a k e .  

P a t r i c k  was w i t h  Danny a n d  E l l e n ,  ti1 D e n n i s  
s t o l e  him away w i t h  a  s t u f f e d  monkey f o r  b r i b e r y ,  a n d  
i n  r e t u r n  P a t r i c k  s m e a r e d  c o o k i e s  o n  him t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  t i m e .  H e ' s  s u c h  a  d o l l .  At a l m o s t  1 6  m o n t h s ,  h e  
l o o k s  l i k e  a  p e r s o n  now, i n s t e a d  o f  a  baby .  A f t e r  
e v e r y o n e  was n i c e  a n d  f u l l ,  I c o l l e c t e d  t h e  l u n c h  
money, which  t h e  C r o w e l l ' s  q e n e r o u s l y  d o n a t e d  b a c k  t o  

, t h e  c l u b  a n d  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  more f rom t h e  k i t t y ,  we 
q a v e  t h e  z o o  a  l i t t l e  o f  o u r  s u p p o r t  b y  way o f  a  
d o n a t i o n .  He a p p r e c i a t e  them g i v i n g  u s  t h e i r  t i m e  
a n d  l e t t i n g  o u r  q r o u p  i n  a t  n o  c o s t .  Lee  is a  d o c e n t  
a t  t h e  z o o ,  w h i c h  i s  a  f a n c y  word f o r  i n s t r u c t o r  a n d  
q i v e s  e d u c a t i o n a l  t o u r s  on  a  v o l u n t e e r  b a s i s .  

A f t e r  l u n c h  a n d  q a b b i n g  w i t h  o l d  f r i e n d s  a n d  new 
o n e s ,  we had a  m e e t i n q  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a n d  w e r e  i n t r o -  
d u c e d  t o  Tom W i l l i a m s  who i s  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  D i r e c t o r  
o f  t h e  zoo .  !lo t a l k e d  t o  u s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  c o n -  
s e r v a t i o n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  a n i m a l ' s  h a b i t a t s .  
F r e d  q u e s t i o n e d  him o n  h i s  t e r m i n o l o g y  o f  z o o  owner-  
s h i n  v e r s u s  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s ,  w h e r e a s ,  M r .  W i l l i a m s  
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i v a t e  sector c a n  a l s o  b e  a  con-  
t r i b u t o r  i n  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  a  s p e c i e s .  W e  t h e n  m e t  

J o e  S c h r a d e r ,  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  E d u c a t i o n a l  D i r e c t o r ,  
J i m  S o h l i e n z ,  a n d  t h e  two f e l i n e  k e e p e r s ,  Bonnie  
B r e i t b e i l  a n d  L i z  Ilarmon, p l u s  w e  had Debra R u n f r o ,  
member o f  LIOC a n d  f o r m e r  f e l i n e  k e e p e r  jo in inc i  u s .  

Danny t h e n  i n t r o d u c e d  F r e d  who b r i e f e d  u s  o n  
t h e  new by-laws o f  LIOC, a n d  t o  a n s w e r  any  q u e s t i o n s  
we m i q h t  h a v e  a b o u t  them and  t o  encour;u1o u s  Lo 
p a r t i c i p a t e  a n d  b e  more i n v o l v e d  w i t h  o u r  orqdniz, . l -  
t i o n .  I t  q o e s  back  t o  t h e  o l d  s a y i n q ,  " U n i t e d  we 
s t a n d  - d i v i d e d  we f a l l " .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  h i s  
e f f o r t s .  I t ' s  a  v e r y  t h a n k l e s s  j o b ,  w i t h  v e r y  littli." 
s u p p o r t  f rom t h e  members. I h o p e  we c a n  a l l  i m p r o v e  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

Wi th  t h e  m e e t i n q  o u t  o f  t h e  way,  we w e r e  a l l  
e a q e r  t o  q e t  i n  t h e  z o o ,  w i t h  Lee  g i v i n q  u s  a  p e r s o i  
a 1  t o u r  f r e e  o f  c h a r q e .  W e  s t a r t e d  o f f  a t  a n  a p e  
c a q e  w h e r e  t h e y  p r o c e e d e d  t o  blow u p  t h e i r  t h r o a t s  
t h e  s i z e  o f  q r a p e f r u i t  a n d  l e t  o u t  s u c h  a  p i e r c i n g  
b a r k  t h a t  made you jump r i g h t  o u t  o f  y o u r  s k i n .  
With a  mouth l i k e  t h a t ,  you c a n  b e t  t h e y  would n e t  
y o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  i f  you w e r e  a l o n e  i n  t h e  j u n q l e .  I 
would f i n d  t h e  f i r s t  r o c k ,  a n d  g e t  u n d e r  i t  i n  d 
h u r r y .  

Next  o n  o u r  l i s t  was t h e  p e t t i n g  a r e a ,  w h e r e  
we c o u l d  g e t  h a n d s  on  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  some a n i m a l s  
mos t  o f  u s  h a d n ' t  e v e r y  p e t t e d  b e f o r e ,  s u c h  a s  a  
baby hedqehog.  I t  was h a r d  t o  t e l l  which  end  was u p  
o n  t h i s  o n e  a n d  a  14 month o l d  a l l i q a t o r .  They had 
a  h u g e ,  c r o s s - e y e d  o ' p o s s u m  t h a t  had a  f a c e  o n l y  a  
m o t h e r  c o u l d  l o v e ,  ( k i n d  o f  c u t e  t h o u q h ) .  A l s o ,  
t h e r e  was a n  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  s n a k e s  and  some macaws. 

They had  a  n i c e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c a t s ,  r a n q i n q  
f r  om rnarqays t o  l i o n s  w i t h  o c e l o t s ,  j a q s ,  and  
l e o p a r d s  i n b e t w e e n .  The z o o  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  c l e a n  
and  n e a t ,  w i t h  mulched  p a t h s  to  w a l k  on a n d  l o t s  of 
trees t o  s h a d e  t h e  a n i m a l s ,  p l u s  u s  humans f rom t h e  
h o t  F l o r i d a  s u n s h i n e .  The a n i m a l s  a r e  a l l  b o a u t i f u l  
a n d  h e a l t h y  l o o k i n q ,  w i t h  w e l l - c a r e d  - f o r  C ~ K ~ C S .  J L  
was a  r e a l  p l e a s u r e  t o  walk  a r o u n d  t h e  compound i ~ ~ ~ d  
w  e t h a n k  Lee  and  t h e  s t a f f  f o r  making  Lhe t o u r  s o  
e n j o y a b l e .  

The h i q h l i g h t  o f  M Y  d a y  was b e i n q  e l e c t e d  t o  
r i d e  Maude, t h e  e l e p h a n t  b a c k  t o  t h e  b a r n  a f t e r  s h e  
f i n i s h e d  u p  h e r  d a y  o f  work ,  c a r r y i n q  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
a r o u n d  a  much worn t r a c k .  A f t e r  t h e y  u n s a d d l e d  h e r ,  
I q o t  t o  c l i m b  o n  h e r  n e c k  a n d  away we went .  I 
a l w a y s  w a n t e d  t o  r i d e  a n  e l e p h a n t  b e f o r e  t u r n i n q  4 0  
s o  j u s t  g e t t i n g  i n  u n d e r  t h e  w i r e ,  i t  f u l f i l l e d  o n e  
o f  my q o a l s  i n  l i f e .  ( I t  o b v i o u s l y  d o e s n ' t  t a k e  much 
t o  make m  e h a p p y ) .  She  was a  r e a l  j e w e l  a n d  q u i t e  
c o m f o r t a b l e ,  a l t h o u n h  s h e  c o u l d  h a v e  u s e d  some con-  
d i t i o n e r  o n  h e r  h a i r .  

Wi th  som e s n i d e  r e m a r k s  i n  t h e  b a c k q r o u n d  a s  
t o  w h i c h  o n e  o f  u s  was t h e  e l e p h a n t ,  we wobbled  o f f  
t o  t h e  b a r n ,  w i t h  Lee w a l k i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  u s ,  and  
Maude t r y i n q  t o  r e a c h  him w i t h  h e r  t r u n k .  From w h e r e  
I was ,  it l o o k e d  l i k e  a  runaway vacuum c l e a n e r  h o s e  
w a v i n g  a r o u n d .  I was s o  i n t e n t  on  w a t c h i n q  h e r  t r u n k  
s h e  a b o  u t  wiped  me o f f  on  a  t r e e  l i m b  when I d i d n ' t  
d u c k ,  and  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  I was b e q i n n i n g  t o  wonder 
how o n e  g o t  o f f  a n  e l e p h a n t .  T h e r e  was a  p l a t f o r m  
w h e r e  I c l i m e d  o n ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  see any  up a h e a d  a t  
t h e  b a r n .  When I i n q u i r e d  a b o u t  t h i s  sudden  t h o u g h t ;  
P h i l ,  h e r  t r a i n e r ,  a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  Maude would h e l w  
me o f f .  ( L e e  s a i d  t h a t  s h e  would q r a b  m e  w i t h  h e r  
t r u n k  and  yank  m e  o f f ,  b u t  s h e  d i d n ' t ) .  I n s t e a d ,  s h e  
g r a c i o u s l y  k n e l t  down when we q o t  t o  t h e  b a r n ,  and  
g e t t i n g  o f f  was  l i k e  g o i n g  down a  b i g ,  h a r i y  s l i d e .  
I t  was  a  r e a l  t r i p .  I l o v e d  it! She is o n e  p r e c i o u s  
pachyderm. ( I  wonder i f  you c a n  p a p e r  t r a i n  them ? ? )  

I g u e s s  I h a v e  r u n  on  enough a b o u t  o u r  f u n f i l l -  
e d  t r i p  t o  t h e  zoo.  Thanks  a q a i n  t o  t h e  C r o w e l l ' s  
a n d  t h e  s t a f f  a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  Zoo, f o r  makinq 
i t  a  memorable d a y  a n d  a s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  Maude. 

T h o s e  a t t e n d i n q  t o d a y  w e r e  o u r  h o s t s  Lee  a n d  
M i c k i e  C r o w e l l ,  w i t h  t h e i r  s o n  Bob and  h i s  w i f e  
Ruth .  The s t a f f  a t  t h e  z o o  - Tom W i l l i a m s ,  J o e  
S c h r a d e r ,  J i m  S o b l i e n z ,  Bonnie  B r e i t b e i l  a n d  L i z  
Harmon, D e n n i s  and I ,  F r e d  B o y a j i a n ,  Danny, E l l e n  
a n d  P a t r i c k  T r e a n o r .  A l s o  J e a n  H a t f i e l d  came a l l  
t h e  way u p  f r o m  F t .  L a u d e r d a l e .  I t  was qood t o  see 
h e r .  I t ' s  s u c h  a  l o n g  d r i v e .  BeeJay  L e s t e r  came 
down f rom J a c k s o n v i l l e  w i t h  a  f i v e  month o l d  
c l o u d e d  l e o p a r d  t h a t  s h e  is r a i s i n q  f o r  R o b e r t  
Baudy, who owns t h e  R a r e  F e l i n e  B r e e d i n g  C e n t e r .  
What a  b e a u t y  h e  is! W e  a l s o  had  Debra e f r o ,  ̂ > 



era1 new faces, that is always nice. Among them 
were Tonie Gattie and Jack Derrico, Ray and Marqe 
Reamer, Leah Ulrich and Michael Spiller. I hope 
everyone enjoyed it as much as I did. Thanks, Fred 
for joining us. 

Now on a sadder note. For those of you who 
haven't heard, we lost a very dear, long time member 
of our club last Hay. Arthur Freeman passed away 
after having had several strokes. We sure will miss 
his many stories of show biz, where he earned his 
Uvinq as a tiqht-rope walker. 

His wife Gertrude has moved back to Mass to 
live with her nephew and his family. Even though it 
is difficult for her to write, I'm sure she would 
appreciate qettina a card or letter from us. Her 
address is: 

Mrs. Gertrude Freeman 
c/o David E. Poskitt 
31 River Street 
Middleboro, MA 02346 

As always, I'm your fellow feline fanatic and 
friend from Florida, 

Barb Grimes. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
To A d v e r t i s e r s  & Purchase r s  

of Endangered Spec ies  

Any o f f e r  f o r  s a l e  o f  an  e n d a n g e r e d  
s p e c i e s  i n  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  c o n t i n -  
g e n t  upon t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  set f o r t h  i n  
t h e  Endangered S p e c i e s  A c t  and t h e  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p r o p e r  p e r m i t s  f rom t h e  
U.S. F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  and any 
a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e  and  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s .  
For  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c a l l  o r  
w r i t e  : 

F e d e r a l  W i l d l i f e  P e r m i t  O f f i c e  
1000 N. Glebe  Rd. Room 611  
A r l i n g t o n ,  VA 22201 
(703)  235-1903 

DEBATE AROUND THE COLLAR 

State wildlife officials are doing their best 
to save the endangered Fl.orida panther, but accord- 
inq to one wild-animal expert they may unwittinqly 
be contributinq to its demise. 

Robert Baudy, owner of The Rare Feline Breedinq 
Center and Savaqe Kinqdom in Center Hill, Florida, 
says the practice of collaring panthers in an 
offort to track their movements in the wild may 
irevent the cats from reproducinq. 

Durinq breedinq, the male has to bite the neck 
of the female before ejaculation," Baudy says. 
"Throughout my career, which spans almost half a 
century, I very rarely saw a panther conceive cubs 
with a collar on her neck." 

But Robert Beldon, of the Florida Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, says Baudy is "the only one 
in the state with that oppinion. We've had two fe- 

males and five males that 
have had radio collars on, 
and we know that one of 
the females produced two 
kittens that she success- 
fully raised to adulthood 
and several other of our 
other females have been 
bred. " 

Beldon says that be- 
fore the collaring oroq- 
ram beqan six years ago, 
nothing was known about 
the panther's habitat 

4 proforcnces or range. 
E:vorvtl'iinq we now know about the oanther has come 
from radio telemetry," he savs. Belden estimates 
that 30 to 50 Florida panthers roam the Everqlades 
in tho southern end of the state. 

Desoite Belden's assertion that more qood than 
har'n conies from uuttinq the two-inch-wide, 20-ounce 
collars on the oanthers, Baudy insists that the 
collarinq method is too risky. "It outs them under 
stress. And since the rlorida nanther population 
is down to avrry frw animals, a sinqle one can make 
the difforcncc betwc-en survival of the species in 
the wild and extinction." 

All ads in this publication are void where 
prohibited by law. 

All transactions are between buyer and seller. 

All buyers and sellers must have prooer licenses 
and D ermits for all animals offered for sale or 
sold. 

LIOC does not necessarily endorse or guarantee 
the honesty of any advertiser. 

LIOC reserves the right to edit or reject any 
subscription or ad. 

No blind animal ads - all ads must contain: 
A - Name of business or individual 
B - Must state whether individual is the 

owner or broker 

C - Must show state and phone number or 
full address. 

For further information regarding advertising 
contact. 

J. B. Anderson 
Lake Rd. 54-37 
Route 2. Box 2190 
Oranqe Beach, MO 65065 

(314) 348-5092 

I T  WOULD BE TOUGH SLEDDING - 

A", * Ã 

Witl-icnit f i  little help 

from OUR FRIENDS 



AFRICAN AND ASIATIC LIONS LINKED 

A f r i c a n  and A s i a t i c  l i o n s  s h a r e d  a  common 
a n c e s t o r  between 50,000 and 200,000 y e a r s  ago ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  Stephen J. O 'Br i en ,  o f  t h e  U.S. 
N a t i o n a l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e .  

The f o l l o w i n g  is t h e  a b s t r a c t  o f  a  pape r  pub- 
l i s h e d  i n  NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC RESEARCH 3 ( 1 )  ,1987: 

E l e c t r o p h o r e c t i c  v a r i a t i o n  o f  45 t o  50 a l lozume  
l o c i  w e r e  typed i n  f o u r  Af r i can  and one A s i a t i c  
( I n d i a n )  l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n s .  The Af r i can  p o p u l a t i o n  
r e v e a l e d  moderate  amounts o f  q e n e t i c  v a r i a t i o n  
compared w i t h  o t h e r  c a t  s p e c i e s .  The l i o n s  from 
t h e  Nqorongoro C r a t e r ,  a  s m a l l  i s o l a t e d  i s l a n d  
p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  S e r e n q e t i  ecosystem i n  
Tanzania ,  had a  reduced l e v e l  o f  v a r i a b i l i t y ,  which 
was a  p r e c i s e  s u b s e t  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  founder  popula-  
t i o n  o f  t h e  S e r e n q e t i  p l a i n s .  The A s i a t i c  l i o n  pop- 

u l a t i o n  from t h e  G i r  F o r e s t  i n  wes te rn  I n d i a  is a 
relict p o p u l a t i o n  o f  less than  250 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
which dccended from a  much more w i d e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  
s u b s p e c i e s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  The G i r  l i o n s  
were  g e n e t i c a l l y  monomorphic a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  46 
typed l o c i ,  s u q o e s t i n q  a  d r a s t i c  p o p u l a t i o n  b o t t l e -  
neck fo l lowed  by i n b r e e d i n g  i n  t h e i r  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y .  
The a l lozyme  g e n e t i c  d i s t a n c e  e s t i m a t e s  between 
A f r i c a n  l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n s  and between Asian and 
Af r i can  s u b s p e c i e s  were  low and cornoarable w i t h  
t h e  d i s t a n c e  v a l u e s  between c o n s p e c i f i c  mouse pop- 
u l a t i o n s  o r  between human r a c i a l  groups .  These  
r e s u l t s  s u q q e s t  t h a t  t h e  two s u b s p e c i e s  s h a r e d  a  
common a n c e s t o r  r e c e n t l y ,  e s t i m a t e d  a t  between 
50,000 and 200, 000 y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  p r e s e n t .  

JAGUAR TO AID JAGUARS 

The American, B r i t i s h  and Canadian manufact -  
u r e r s  o f  J a q u a r  c a r s  have announced a o a r t n e r s h i p  
wi th  t h e  World W i l d l i f e  Fund to h e l o  s a v e  t h e  
animal  t h a t  i n s p i r e d  t h e  name o f  t h e i r  au tomobi l e .  

The companies w i l l  d o n a t e  funds  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  
t h r e e  y e a r s  t o  h e l p  s u o p o r t  t h e  Cockscomb F o r e s t  
J aqua r  Pri.*serve i n  B e l i z e ,  C e n t r a l  Amrrica,  t h e  
on ly  o a r k  i n  t h e  world d e d i c a t e d  t o  j aqua r  p r e s -  
p i -vat ion.  The c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  World 
W i l d l i f e  rund nianaqc t h e  r e s e r v e ,  t r a i n  and e q u i p  
r i i nqc r s ,  and b u i l d  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  e d u c a t e  v i s i t o r s  
about  t h e  ~ c i q u ~ ~ r .  

Thr- o n l y  b i q  c a t s  rd rmic  t o  t h e  Americas,  
l a q u a r s  once ro t iwd  th rouqhou t  South  America and 
a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  Arizona.  They a r e  now l i m i t e d  t o  
a  few TFtitin American ~ u n q i e s .  

seas 
Outraged opponen t s  o f  a s t a t e  p l a n  t o  a l l o w  

mountain l i o n  h u n t i n g  sued  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  F i s h  and 
Game Commission. 

The s u i t  c l a imed  t h e  agency ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  open 
a  c a t  s eason  was i l l e g a l  and shou ld  have been pre- 
ceded by a f u l l - d r e s s  env i ronmen ta l  impac t  r e p o r t  
s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  p r e d a t o r ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

Aqency D i r e c t o r  J a c k  P a r n e l l  d e c l a r e d  i n  an  
e a r l i e r  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  h u n t  conforms w i t h  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  w i l d l i f e  management p o l i c y  and i s  aimed a t  
p r o t e c t i n q  t h e  mountain l i o n ' s  p rey .  

The 54-page s u i t ,  f i l e d  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  Sup- 
e r i o r  Cour t ,  names a s  d e f e n d a n t s  t h e  commission and 
its t o p  o f f i c i a l s  and a sked  t h e  c o u r t  f o r  a  w r i t  o f  
mandate and an  i n j u n c t i o n  t o  h a l t  t h e  h u n t  a s  p l anned  
i n  October .  

I n  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  A p r i l  1 0 t h  d e c i s i o n  t o  h u n t  
cougar ,  t h e  commission used "da ta  and s c i e n t i f i c  
s t u d i e s  which d o  n o t  look r e l i a b l e  o r  e v e n  sound i n  
t h e i r  methodology," s a i d  Sacramento a t t o r n e y  Michael  
H. Remy, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s .  

Over env i ronmen ta l  p r o t e s t s ,  t h e  commission 
approved t h e  f i r s t  b i g - c a t  s eason  i n  16 y e a r s ,  v o t i n g  
t o  i s s u e  by l o t t e r y  190 $75 p e r m i t s  f o r  a n n u a l  79-day 
cougar  h u n t s .  They names f o u r  zones  from t h e  Oregon 
boundry to  t h e  Tehachap i s ,  t h e  s e a s o n  to  s t a r t  t h e  
second S a t u r d a y  i n  October .  Game o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  t h e y  
expec ted  h u n t e r s  t o  succeed  i n  k i l l i n g  fewer  t h a n  60 
mountain  l i o n s  each  y e a r .  

Sharon Keqr i ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Mountain 
Lion P r e s e r v a t i o n  Foundat ion,  a l l i e d  i n  t h e  s u i t  w i t h  
t h e  Animal Legal  Defense  Fund, t h e  S i e r r a  Club,  t h e  
Fund f o r  Animals and t h e  Defenders  o f  W i l d l i f e ,  s a i d  
"There i s  no r e a l  s t u d y  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  
o r  s i z e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  l i o n  popula ton" .  She c o n t e n d s  
t h e  agency ' s  e s t i m a t e  o f  5,100 mountain  l i o n s  is  
i n a c c u r a t e .  The c o a l i t i o n  h a s  a sked  f o r  a  n o n - p a r t i s a n  
s t u d y  o f  t h e  l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

Cbndensed from &he San Jose Mercury 
Contribured by Jean Ttwnes 

Reprinted fron the San Jose Marcury Hews 

According t o  a n  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  r e p o r t ,  i n  a 
lawmaker 's  t h i r d  a t t e m p t ,  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  S e n a t e  
na r rowly  approved l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  restrict t h e  u s e  
o f  dogs  t o  h u n t  mountain l i o n s ,  a measure  opposed 
by t h e  Deukmejian a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

By l i m i t i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  h u n t i n g  dogs ,  t h e  measure  
s h a r p l y  c u r t a i l s  most m o u n t a i l  l i o n  h u n t i n g  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  by p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s ,  who o f t e n  r e l y  on doqs  
f o r  t r a c k i n g .  

With l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  S e n a t e  vo ted  21-12 
t o  s e n d  SB  1687 by Sen. N icho las  P e t r i s ,  (D-Oakland) 
t o  t h e  Assembly. P e t r i s '  b i l l  is opposed by t h e  
s t a t e  Department o f  F i s h  and Game b u t  suppor t ed  by 
v a r i o u s  an ima l  r i g h t s  and env i ronmen ta l  g roups .  

The P e t r i s  measure  would a l l o w  dogs  t o  be  used 
by o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  o f  f e d e r a l  h u n t e r s ,  o r  by r a n c h e r s  
who have  a  s p e c i a l  p e r m i t  t o  h u n t  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  i n  
o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k ,  or by photograph-  
e r s  who do n o t  c a r r y  f i r e a r m s .  

P e t r i s  s a i d  t h e  measure  would p r e v e n t  mountain 
l i o n s  from b e i n g  u n f a i r l y  t r e e d  by dogs  and s h o t  
l i k e  a  s i t t i n q  duck." 

But Sen. J i m  Nelson,  (R-Chico) c l a imed  t h e  b i l l  
would make it more d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n t r o l  a  growing 
mountain  l i o n  peculation, and s a i d  t h e  b i l l  would 
"p rec lude  t h e  h u n t i n g  o f  mountain l i o n s  i n  one  o f  
t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  ways t h e  mountain l i o n  can  be  
hun ted .  " 

Contributed by Jean tbwnes 



ig Guy a t to save 

The 6 , 0 0 0  a c r e  W i t e  Oak P l a n t a t i o n ,  w h i c h  s p r a w l s  
i n  l u s h  s p l e n d o r  a c r o s s  t h e  S t .  M a r y ' s  R i v e r  s o u t h  o f  
B r u n s w i c k ,  G e o r g i a ,  i s  a  f i t t i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  Big  Guy, 
a  F l o r i d a  P a n t h e r  who may q o  down i n  h i s t o r y  a s  t h e  
f a t h e r  o f  h i s  s u b s o e c i e s .  

The tawny c a t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  few s u r v i v i n q  F l o r i d a  
p a n t h e r s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  w i l l  b e  b r e d  t o  o t h e r s  o f  h i s  
k i n d  a n d ,  i f  a l l  g o e s  w e l l ,  h i s  p r o q e n y  w i l l  b e  re- 
l e a s e d  t o  r e p o p u l a t e  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  o f  F l o r i d a  and  
G e o r q i a .  

" T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n o  o t h e r  a t t e m p t s  i n  N o r t h  
Amer ica  t o  p u t  a  b i q  p r e d a t o r  b a c k  i n  t h e  w i l d , :  s a i d  
J o h n  L u k a s ,  a  z o o l o q i s t  who h e a d s  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ' s  
b r e e d i n q  o r o q r a m  f o r  e n d a n q e r e d  s p e c i e s .  

Nor h a v e  t h e  F l o r i d a  p a n t h e r s  e v e r  b e e n  b r e d  i n  
c a p t i v i t y .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ' s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s u c c e s s  
a t  b r e e d i n q  o t h e r  e n d a n q e r e d  s p e c i e s ,  t l i e  s t a t e  o f  
F l o r i d a  h a s  a  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  Lukas  a n d  h i s  t eam a t  W h i t e  
Oak t o  u n d e r t a k e  a  l o n q - t e r m  p r o l e c t  a imed a t  s a v i n g  
t h e  n a n t h e r s  f r o m  e x t i n c t i o n .  

"The o n l y  work  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  e n d a n g e r e d  
s p e c i e s ,  t h e  o n e s  nobody else c a n  b r e e d  i n  c a p t i v i t y , "  
s a i d  B i l l  G r e e r ,  a  sookesman f o r  t h e  F l o r i d a  D e o a r t m e n t  
o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  (DNR). "They h a v e  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  
t e c h n o l o g y ,  t h e  b e s t  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  t h e  b e s t  p r o f e s s i o n -  
a l s .  " 

Lukas  i s  p r e s e n t l y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b r e e d  B i g  Guy t o  
a  t r i o  o f  Texas  c o u g a r s ,  t h e  c l o s e s t  l i v i n g  s p e c i e s  t o  
t h e  F l o r i d a  P a n t h e r .  The h a l f - b r e e d  k i t t e n s ,  w  h e n  o l d  
e n o u q h ,  would  b e  r e l e a s e d  i n t o  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  o f  
F l o r i d a  and  G e o r q i a .  

I f  t h e  h a l f - b r e e d s  a d a p t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  t h e  w i l d ,  
t h e y  w i l l  b e  f o l l w e d  b y  p u r e - b r e d  F l o r i d a  p a n t h e r s ,  
which  Lukas h o p e s  Biq  Guy w i l l  f a t h e r .  

Big  Guy i s  now t h e  o n l y  F l o r i d a  p a n t h e r  i n  r e s i -  
d e n c e  a t  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  b u t  h e  i s  t o  b e  j o i n e d  t h e r e  
i n  a b o u t  a  month by a  f e m a l e  c a p t u r e d  i n  s o u t h  F l o r i d a .  

" T h i s  i s  a l o n g - t e r n ,  w e l l  t h o u g h t  o u t  p r o q r a m , "  
s a i d  Lukas ,  "When y o u ' r e  t r y i n q  t o  s a v e  a  s p e c i e s ,  t h e  
w o r s e  t h i n g  you c a n  d o  i s  r u s h  it.'' 

Not o n l y  w i l l  t h e  c a t s  b r e d  i n  c a p t i v i t y  h a v e  t o  
l e a r n  t o  a d a p t  t o  t h e  w i l d ,  s a i d  L u k a s ,  p e o o l e  w i l l  
a l s o  h a v e  t o  l e a r n  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  b i q  p r e d a t o r s ,  w h i c h  
o n c e  r a n g e d  t h e  woods and  swamps f rom F l o r i d a  t o  T e x a s .  

P u b l i c  a t t i t u d e s  a r e  i m p r o v i n q ,  b u t  p e o p l e  a r e  
s t i l l  a f r a i d  o f  t h e m , "  t h o u q h  p a n t h e r s  a r e  s o l i t a r y  
c r e a t u r e s ,  n o n - a q q r e s s i v e  t o w a r d  humans a n d  h u n t  o n l y  
f o r  f o o d ,  Lukas s a i d .  

"They j u s t  n e e d  t o  h a v e  a  l i t t l e  s p a c e  o f  t h e i r  own, 
whore  t h e y  c a n  h u n t  d e e r  and  t u r k e y  and  a r m a d i l l o , "  h e  
s a i d .  

L u k a s ,  37,  a  H a r t f o r d ,  Conn. n a t i v e  who f o r m e r l y  
worked w i t h  t h e  e n d a n q e r e d  s p e c i e s  proqram c o n d u c t e d  
by t h e  New York Z o o l o q i c a l  S o c i e t y  on  S t .  C a t h e r i n e ' s  
I s l a n d ,  was r e c r u i t e d  t o  manage t h e  W h i t e  Oak p r o j e c t  
i n  1982.  

A t  Whi te  Oak, t h e  a n i m a l s  a r e  k e p t  i n  compounds 
t h a t  c l o s e l y  r e s e m b l e  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  

Owned by Gi lman P a p e r  Company, t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  is 
home t o  24 k i n d s  o f  r a r e  a n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n q  e n d a n g e r e d  
c h e e t a h ,  a n t e l o p e s  and  w h i t e  r h i n o ,  A l d a b r a  t o r t o i s e s  
f rom t h e  S e y c h e l l e  I s l a n d s ,  a  S i b e r i a n  t i g e r  c o n f i s c a t e d  
f rom a  F l o r i d a  d r u q  d e a l e r ;  a n d  30 s p e c i e s  o f  r a r e  c r a n e s  

Ã a n d  w a t e r f o w l  f rom a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h o r o u g h b r e d  h o r s e s  s i r e d  b y  s u c h  

famous s t a l l i o n s  a s  S e c r e t a r i a t  a n d  N a t i v e  Dancer  a r e  
r a i s e d  h e r e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t u r k e y s ,  q u a i l s ,  a n d  p e a f o w l  
w h i c h  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  sells. 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  e n d a n q e r e d  a n i m a l s  b r e d  a t  Whi te  Oak 
a r e  s o l d  o r  t r a d e d  t o  " r e o u t a b l e "  z o o s  a n d  qame f a r m s  
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  o r  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  w i l d ,  Lukas  s a i d  
t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  make money on  t h e  e x p e n s i v e  
c n d a n q e r e d  s o e c i e s  o r o j e c t .  

" T h i s  is a  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o q r a m , "  Lukas  s a i d ,  " W e  
d o n ' t  e v e n  make enouqh t o  pay  f o r  t h e  a n i m a l ' s  f e e d . "  

A c c o r d i n q  t o  L u k a s ,  Giliaan P a p e r  Company owner  
Howard Gi lman,  who f l i e s  down f rom New York t o  s p e n d  
weekends  a t  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  i s  a n  a r d a n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  

c o m m i t t e d  t o  s a v i n g  r a r e  a n i m a l s  s u c h  a s  t h e  F l o r i d a  
p a n t h e r  f r o m  e x t i n c t i o n .  

"Most p e o p l e  t h i n k  w e ' v e  s t i l l  g o t  p a n t h e r s  a l l  
o v e r  t h e  s t a t e , "  s a i d  Tom Logan who h e a d s  t h e  p a n t h e r  
r e c o v e r y  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  F l o r i d a  DNR. B u t  Logan s a i d  
F l o r i d a  p a n t h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  " p e r s e c u t e d "  by c i v i l i z a t i o n  
i n t o  t h e  w i l d e s t  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  E v e r g l a d e s  a n d  two o t h e r  
s o u t h e r n  F l o r i d a  w i l d e r n e s s  p r e s e r v e s .  

Ev e n  t h e r e ,  t h e  p a n t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  so s m a l l  t h a t  
e x p e r t s  f e a r  t h e y  w i l l  s o o n  become e x t i n c t .  "We c o u n t  
t h e i r  numbers  i n  d o z e n s ,  n o t  i n  h u n d r e d s , "  Loqan s a i d ,  
e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  F l o r i d a  p a n t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  less t h a n  50 .  

I f  we c a n  r e - e s t a b l i s h  p a n t h e r s  i n  o n e  o r  two a r e a s  
o f  n o r t h  F l o r i d a  I t h i n k  w e ' l l  h a v e  t h e  p a n t h e r  o r e s e r v e d  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  - b u t  n e v e r  a t  a  level  we c a n  t a k e  f o r  
g r a n t e d ,  " h e  s a i d .  

The Okefenokee  Swamp, t h e  g i a n t  f e d e r a l  w i l d l i f e  
p r e s e r v e  t h a t  l i es  o n  t h e  G e o r g i a - F l o r i d a  b o r d e r ,  i s  
among t h e  p l a c e s  w h e r e  young p a n t h e r s  w i l l  b e  r e l e a s e d  
Lukas  s a i d .  

"The O k e f e n o k e e ,  w h i c h  h a s  a  c o r r i d o r  t o  F l o r i d a ' s  
O s c e o l a  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  is  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s e c u r e  p l a c e s  
i n  t h e  s t a t e , "  Lukas  s a i d .  

The l a s t  p a n t h e r  s i t e d  i n  t h e  Okefenokee  was i n  t h e  
1 9 3 0 ' s  h e  s a i d .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  when l i t t l e  was known 
a b o u t  t h e  s e c r e t i v e  c a t s  whose  eerie s c r e a m s  a n d  g r a c e f u l  
b e a u t y  g a v e  rise t o  many l e g e n d s ,  p a t h e r s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  
f a i r  game by h u n t e r s .  

S i n c e  1973 ,  t h e  F l o r i d a  p a n t h e r  h a s  b e e n  o n  t h e  
F e d e r a l  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s  l i s t ,  a n d  i n  1 9 7 9 ,  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  F l o r i d a ,  w h i c h  named t h e  p a n t h e r  i t s  s t a t e  a n i m a l ,  
p a s s e d  l a w s  making  t h e  w a n t o n  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  b i g  c a t s  a  
f e l o n y .  

U n t i l  t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  p a n t h e r  i n  s o u t h  
F l o r i d a ,  B i g  Guy was t h e  o n l y  t r u e  F l o r i d a  P a n t h e r  i n  
c a p t i v i t y  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  When h e  was  b a r e l y  more t h a n  a 
c u b ,  h e  was h i t  b y  a  s p e e d i n g  c a r  i n  t h e  E v e r g l a d e s .  

B e c a u s e  h e  h a s  l o s t  h i s  c a n i n e  t e e t h  a n d  w a l k s  w i t h  
a  s l i g h t  l i m p ,  t h e  4 - y e a r  o l d  p a n t h e r  c a n n o t  b e  r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  w i l d ,  Lukas  s a i d .  

But  someday h i s  p r o g e n y  may b r i n g  back  t h e  s c r e a m  
o f  t h e  w i l d  p a n t h e r  t o  t h e  Okefenokee  a n d  o t h e r  w i l d e r -  
n e s s  a r e a s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

Reprinted from the Atlanta Consti tut ion 
Contributed by Fred Boyajian 
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.i11(1 best wishes are oxtondcc") to Suzi (formerly 
Ivocxl) our Secret-ary/Treasurcr and Mike MuLascio who 
worn married Thanksgiving day. I know we a11 wish 
th'n a happy and feline-fillcd life together which 
is long and propsperous. 

WHAT IS A CAT? 
By Bill Adler 

A Cat is... .. ... there when you call her--if she 
doesn't have something better to do. 
... someone who is happy with just a ball 
of string. 
...p urring when she is happy, meowing 
when she is sad, and silent when she is 
planning her next move. ... a nibbler who can eat one meal a 
day - all day. 
. . .someone with sharp claws. 
Ask anyone with new furniture ... a kitten who refuses to grow up. ... able to lower your blood pressure 
just by sitting in your lap. 
... tolerant of people. ... willing to let the dog be man's best 
friend because she doesn't want the 
responsibility. 
... A CAT IS LOVE. 

PELTS DETAINED IN SPAIN 

A shipment of 5,000 cat skins, which arrived at 
Bilbao, Spain from Hamburg, Germany, was detained 
by customs at Madrid because of supposed illegality. 
The skins had been refused entry by Germany. 

The unique aspect of the case is that the skins 
- of oncilla, Felis tiqrina and Geoffrey's cat, 
Felis qeoffroyi - had been travelling through 
European custom s since 1982, the year they left 
Paraquay. 

The shipment has been held in Madrid awaiting 
an export permit from the country of origin. How- 
ev er, Paraguay banned exports of wildlife in 1975. 

The skins were allegedly bought for $55,000 by 
a Spaniard. 

Reprinted from CAT NEWS. 

ASIATIC LION CENTER TO BE BUILT 

India will build a breeding center and safari 
park to try and save the Asiatic lion from extinct- 
ion, West Benqal minister for forests Ambarish 
Mookerjee has announced. 

He said 10 of the endangered lions would be 
brought brom their last stronghold in Gujarat to 
the center northwest of Calcutta next year accord- 
ing to a Reuters news release. 

The Asiatic lion once lived over most of the 
continent, but only 400 or so are thought to 
remain. A recent census in Gujarat's 460 square 
mile Gir forest counted 357 animals left. The 
Asiatic male lion has a smaller mane and is far 
mor e active in hunting than the African variety. 

ACTION NEEDED NOW 
Because of the new California laws concerning 

the ownership of exotic animals, it has been oro- 
posed that a mass meeting of those affected be set 
up to discuss ways to make these new laws more 
liveable. 

Hopefully, invited representatives from Fish 
and Game, the Humane Society (which really pushed 
these new proposals) U.S.D.A., etc. will attend 
and just some agreement which is mutually 
acceptable can be reached. 

If t here is anyway you could participate in 
such a seminar please contact: 

Charlie Sammut 
1014 W. laurel Dr 
Salinas, CA 93906 
(408) 424-7441 

Charlie is willinq to coordinate this in 
hopes of reaching some compromise which would 
allow ownership of exotics in California fairly 
administered. 

These new regulations will affect EVERYONE- 
please let me know that you will participate! 

- 



Dur-A-Gard Physical Proper 
............. ......... HARDNESS (Short D). '. ASTM D-1706 ....................... WATER ABSORPTION.. ASTM 0-543 ............................ LINEAR SHRINKAGE ERF 1244 ...................... TENSILE STRENGTH.. .'. ASTM &-MB ...................... FLEXURAL STRENGTH.. ASTM 0-790 .................. COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH.. ASTM B695 ................. BOD IMPACT (ft. IbJIn. notch). ASTM &-256 
................ BOND STRENGTH TO CONCRETE.. A m 0 3  ..................... ULTIMATE ELONGAIION.. ASTM Lb-638 ........... HEAT DEFLECTION TEMPERATURE.. ASTM D-7BO .......... FUNGUS & BACTERIA RESISTANCE.. MIL-F-52505 

SALT SPRAY RESISTANCE, 25% solution 
@9VF ....................................MIL. F.52505 .......................... THERMAL SHOCK.. MIL-F-52505 

ABRASION RESISTANCE. CS-17 Wheels(2) .................... Wgi. Loss, IDOO gr. load, 1000 cycles ........................... U.V. RESISTANCE.. MIL-F-52505 ............................................ TOXICITY.. 
POTLIFE..... ......................................... - . - .  .......... . . . . .  

Dur-A-Card may bo app l i ed  w i t h  ro l l e r  o r  appealing colors Dur-A-Gard adheres to wood and 
brush, but it's no paint!  Dur-A-GarUs epoxy finish metal, and a "natural" lor concrete floors 

lustrous and long lasting In f a d  one coat of k r - k  I... so ... merely combine Dur-A-Garrfs 
Gart win last longer than ten coats of latex paint' Dur-  in^ components and spread with roller or b m h .  A 
ArGard not only wsare wen, it resists chemicals, acids, non-slip texture may be obtained by adding a suitable 

solvents, oils, and harsh detergents ... retains * gm d~nng qapbcahon. Simple Instructions are included 
waterproof, e a s y - M a n ,  gloss- in any one of 16 m every order. 

FOR BEST RESULTS: 
The surface to  be covered must be bondable, dry, greater durability. On average concrete apply the first 
and clean. The temperature during application, coat at the rate of about 250 square feet per gallon and 
and tor several hours thereafter, must be over WF. the second coat at 300 square feet per gallon. Dur-A- 
One coat may be satisfactory for many areas, but two Card may be applied as thickly as desired and can be 
coats are recommended tor more uniform color and used to fill and level a rough surface. 

DUR-A-GARD RESISTANCE TO CHEMICALS 

REAQENT EXPOSURE 
45 Mil. 24 Ho. 7 Days 

Acfton* E NR NR 
Acrtc Add (10%) E E G 
Acrtic Acid Glxclal(100%) E NR NR 
Ammonium Hydroxlda (28%) E G' NR- 
BWUMf E E E 
Chloroform E G- NR- 
C*kium Chloride (30%) E E E 
Ckrox (Full Strength) E G" NR- 
Coca Cola E E G' 
Cottage C h Ã ‘  E E E 
Chromic Add (10%) E G NR 
Citric Add (30%) E G" NR- 
Ethyl Alcohol (95%) E G- NR 
E t h y l w  Glycol E G NR 
Ethylene Dichloride (10%) E G G 
Fwric Chloride (10%) E E G' 
Gasolim E E E 
Glyeftrlne E E E 
Hydrogen Peroxide (8%) E G NR 
Hydrochloric Acid (20%) E E G 
Hydrofluoric Acid (10%) E NR NR 
Hydraulic Fluid E E E 
Impropyl Alcohol E E E 
~ a c t k  ~ c l d  (20%) E E G' 
Mthy l  Isobutyl Ketone E E E 

# Mfthylww Chloride E NR NR 
Mineral Spirit* E E E 
Motor Oil E E E 
Mustard E G' G 
Nitric Acid (10%) E G' N f f  
Ptnsptioric Add (85%) E E E 
SaH W f r  E E E 
~ p t c  and ~ p u i  (30%) E E E 
SYNP E E E 
Sulhirie Acid (30%) E E E 
Sodium Hydroxld* (30%) E G' G 
Slw Nitrate (10%) E G' G 
nde Oeterpnt E E E 
Triehtorotthylw E G NR 
'M-fodhJm-ptMuht* E E E 
TOIMKK E E . E 
Urine (SÃˆnthtic-<.S urn )  E E G 

E--m-- 
G-Good.Ã‘mpc-tUm- 

N R - m w w - - h . - - - d a - - -  --- 
- - b a a n w m - m t - - b - ~ ~ m ~ m - ~ -  

ties 
7- 
0.37% Â ¥ I f  7 days InIin~rÃ‡ 

-002" p i r  inch 
3,000 pfl minimum 
4,000 psi minimum 
1 s . m  0s) 
0.50 
Concrete falls before loÃ§ of bond 
20% 
No (lip or flow at 242T. 
Wlil not support growth of . 

tungus k bacterta 

NO effect eftw 100 hn .  
No cracking or loss of adhealon 

.035 Gm Lou 
No chalking or loss of adhesion 
Non-toxk 
23 min. or 45 min. 

Great f o r  w a l l s  t o o  ! 

DUR-A-GUARD EPOXY COATING i s  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  15  c o l o r s :  W h i t e ,  B l a c k ,  Med ium G r a y ,  
D a r k  Green ,  L i g h t  Green ,  D a r k  B l u e ,  
L i g h t  B l u e ,  D a r k  B rown ,  Cocoa Brown ,  
T i l e  Red, Canyon r e d ,  Y e l l o w  O c h r a ,  
B r i g h t  Y e l l o w  a n d  L i g h t  Y e l l o w .  

O r d e r  s u f f i c i e n t  a m o u n t  o f  a c o l o r  t o  
f i n i s h  t h e  e n t i r e  j o b .  S l i g h t  b a t c h - t o  
b a t c h  c o l o r  v a r i a t i o n s  may o c c u r .  

AVAILABLE TO LIOC MEMBERS AT DEALER C O S T  

DÃ‘ THAT'S A 40% DISCOUNT! <Ã‘ 
Â L I O â  

UNIT' SIZE SHIPPING WEIGHT 

14 g a l l o n  1 8  l b s  79 .06  
3 g a l l o n  34 l b s  1 4 9 . 3 3  
15  g a l l o n  1 6 4  l b s  701  .81  

Norma l  c o v e r a g e  - f l o o r s -  250 s q u a r e  
f e e t  p e r  g a l l o n  p e r  c o a t .  W a l l s -  
350  s q u a r e  f e e t  p e r  g a l l o n  p e r  c o a t .  

T h i c k e r  c o a t i n g s  may b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  
h e a v y  t r a f f i c  a r e a s .  

DUR-A-GUARD i s  USDA a n d  OSHA a p p r o v e d .  

ORDER FROM: G r e a t  E a s t e r n  D i s t r i b u t o r s  
3071 P e a c h t r e e  Rd. N.E. S u i t e  1 1 2  
A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a  30305  


