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Convention 88.. . 
at the Tacoma Dome Hotel, Tacoma Washington, 

August 5th, 6th and 7th !!! 

The program (so far) includes the following exciting speakers and events: 

Speakers: 
Dr. Mike Jones, DVM 
Point Defiance Zoo Veterinarian 

Roland Smith 
Curator of Mammals 
Point Defiance Zoo 

Helen Freeman 
Director, Snow Leopard Trust 

Events: 
Banquet Dinner on August 6th 
Tour of Point Defiance Zoo 
Cruise of Commencement Bay 
Tour of Native American exhibit 
Salmon bake 
Auction 
Lotty Presentation 
Goodbye Breakfast on August 7th 

Accomodations: 
Convention is being held at the Tacoma Dome Hotel, 261 1 East E Street, Tacoma, WA 98421. 
(206) 572-7272. Special rates for L10C members are $58/single, $62/double and $1 00 for 
an executive parlor. You must mention LIOC to get these rates. The hotel requires a bankcard 
number (Visa, Mastercard, American Express or Diners Club) or a first night's deposit one 
week prior to your arrival to guarantee your reservation. Only kittens will be allowed into the 
hotel and if a kitten is brought the hotel will require a $50 damage deposit. The deposit will be 
refunded after a final inspection of the room shows no damage. You must provide litter box 
facilities and the contents must be properly disposed of (in the garbage, not the toilet or tub). 
Housekeeping will provide ample plastic bags. 

Registration: 
Convention registration is $70 per person and includes all events, the banquet dinner Saturday 
night and breakfast Sunday morning. 

Auction and Raffle Items: 
We will be holding our annual auction and raffle after the banquet. Gift items for these events 
may be sent along with registration forms or they may be brought to convention. 

Please make reservations with the Tacoma Dome Hotel as early as 
possible. Registration forms, checks and auction items may be sent to the 
convention co-ordinator, whose name and address will appear on the 
registration form included in this (or perhaps the next) newsletter. 

Convention promises lots of fun, friends and felines 
Please join us! 



President's Perspective 

CALIFORNIA'S LAST STAND ? 

If you like horror stories - read on 
Many of you live in states where exotic 
animal ownership in private hands is 
restricted. Some of you live in states 
where the situation is wide open or at least 
enforcement of moderate laws are very lax. 
The disparity between state laws prompted 
the proposed Model State Law by a group 
underwritten by the USDA to make state laws 
more uniform. This will take time but it's 
underway. Independently, other states have 
already taken some rather severe actions of 
their own. and some states are more 
influential than others a s  they are watched 
and set precedents for other states to model 
their own laws. 

California is one of them. According to Ca. 
Fish and Game (and this is suspect because 
they cannot produce any proof) as of Jan. 
9, 1987 it is illegal for anyone in the 
private sector to own a n  exotic other than a 
bona fide research facility, educational 
institution, or zoo. This passed the 
California Legislature and is now law and 
the California Fish & Game commission is now 
devising internal regulations on how to 
bring everyone into compliance. 

How did this law get enacted? Humane, 
onservation, and Zoo groups lobbied for it 

LO get rid of all the pet owners that were 
busing their animals and endangering public 

safety. But the law was so broadly written 
that it will not only get all the pet 
owners, but everyone else too that cannot 
meet Fish & Game's very strict definitions. 
Worse, they are not yet ready to divulge 
these definitions to the public in a 
hearing, but yet they are treating them as 
if they already have the force of 
administrative law. 

For dealers, breeders, game ranchers, road 
side zoos, traveling shows, private owners. 
etc..(small allowance for animals in film 
makine) its over if Fish 8 Game had its 
druthers. Their job isto reduce 
eliminate exotics & private m: 
that is the vast majority of the states 
captive population. ma he only snag, they 
have no place to keep nor the funds to 
maintain confiscated exotics and to 
euthanize them en-masse would create very 
bad press. 

S o  they have developed a program where the 
result will be the same slowly, legally, 
subtly but surely, vith no press, through 
attrition. Their plan and regulations are 
very simple: 1) No new permits for 
additional animals or for those owners not 
already permitted: 2 )  Permits for only 
those existing animals under permit for 
their lifetime only: when the animal dies, 
no replacement: 3) So breeding allowed of 
existing animals: 4) Restricted transfer of 
animals within the state to only very 
ualified facilities. Only llamas, camels 
fid exotic/domestic hybrids, i.e. wolf 
' rbrids, safari cats. etc. have escaped 

s h  R Games definition of exotic wildlife- 

How did all this happen? Fish & Game kept a 
low profile with only minimal notice t o  the 
public. But the major reason was the usual 
reason: Exotic animal owners of all tvpes - ----- 
were asleep, d i s o r ~ a n i z e d ,  expected 
there was someone else out there looking - - --- - 
after them. Nonetheless Fish & Game had -- 
quietly gone about its business dividing the 
private sector to a one on one, case by case 
basis. For all the small fish, by the time 
they found out, it was to late. 

They vent just a bit to far however. 
Gradually the rumblings reached one owner 
who decided to yell FIRE loud enough to get 
even the states major animal concerns 
alarmed. Charlie Sammut owner of Oxton 
Kennels and Exotic Animal Exhibits i s  a fine 
fellow to whom we all owe a great deal of 
appreciation. He demonstrated that an 
individual working within the system can 
make a difference. After several 
frustrating attempts to get information from 
F&G to no avail, he finally got them to 
agree to a private meeting of his making 
vith any exotic animal owners. Working 
through Jan Giacento of the World Pet 
Society's newspaper Fin, Fur, and Feather 
News and Pat Hoctor's Animal Finders' Guide. 
Charlie got the word out and over 130 owners 
attended the 2 day meeting in Gilroy Ca. 
Jan. 29 & 30. 

For a full day of Fish & Game explained how 
they were in control and it was all going 
down their way. The owners sanely but 
firmly questioned and resisted. Fish & 
Game, apparently unused to collective 
opposition decided to deal more 
constructively with the problem the second 
day. 1) They would continue to review ( no 
promises) permits for owners that had not 
obtained them but had had animals prior to 
1-9-87. 2)That they would ask the chief 
commissioner to consider appointing 1 or 2 
private owners to their advisory board. 3) 
Perhaps consider some what broader 
definitions of Research and Educational 
Facilities other than the "institutionally 
affiliated" they had originally intended. 

It was only a bone for the owners and they 
were still very nervous with a situation far 
from satisfactory, but they decided to go 
along with Fish & Game but lobby as an 
organization not individually. The 
"California Animal Owners' Association" was 
formed "to protect the rights of responsible 
private ownership enhancement and free trade 
of all animals in California ." 
For Member owners a $100. fee. and for 
Member non-animal owners a $25. associate 
fee were set to get started with an 
understanding that more may be needed. 
Charlie Sammut by unanimous acclamation was 
elected to lead the organization and he 
selected his initial board of directors from 
those attending. For more information call 
or write: 

Charlie Sammut 
California Animal Owners' Association 

101A W. Laurel Drive, Salinas, Ca. 93907 
(408)-424-74&l 



In s h o r t ,  i t s  going t o  be an u p h i l l  f i g h t  
f o r  CAOA. They have t o  wage an e f f o r t  on 
two f r o n t s  working w i t h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  t o  
r e v i s e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  law and with Fish & Game 
to moderate i t s  implementation. This w i l l  
take much time and s a c r i f i c e  b y  a  few and 
r i l l  be expensive f o r  a l l .  Eyeball t o  
eyeba l l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  a r e  not always 
p l e a s a n t ,  but Char l ie  handled t h i s  one 
superbly:  i t  was a  good th ing  t h a t  Fish & 
Game blinked f i r s t .  The biggest  h u r t l e  f o r  
CAOA l i e s  ahead i n  maintaining momentum and 
keeping t h e  pressure  on Fish & Game. 

t h i s  could happen i n  your s t a t e .  The lesson  
to r  a l l  t o  avoid shaking i n  your shoes and 
los ing  your animals  i s  t o  be v i g i l a n t  and 
s tay  informed of a l l  laws a f f e c t i n g  you and 
your animals .  Keep o t h e r s  a b r e a s t  of 
developments a s  well  and ge t  advice from 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  Get organized and be 
persona l ly  involved ,  do not expect o t h e r s  t o  
r e p r e s e n t  your v i t a l  i n t e r e s t s  and do not  
g ive  up. 

Where was LIOC whose member's v i t a l  
i n t e r e s t s  were jeopardized? Nowhere to  be 
found: a s i d e  from a few threatened members 
who a t t e n d e d  the  meeting out of desperat ion.  
LIOC could l e a r n  a  good lesson here. 

Fred Boyaj ian,  A personal  synopsis  

California Legislation 
An h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t  took p lace  t h e  weekend o f  

January 29th & 30th. Thanks t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  of  C h a r l i  
Sanunut o f  S a l i n a s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  S t a t e  Department 
of F i s h  & Game agreed t o  meet wi th  i n t e r e s t e d  pr iv -  
a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  Gi l roy  to address  t h e  Department' 
r e f u s a l  t o  g r a n t  permits .  Not j u s t  permits t o  own, 
bu t  permi t s  t o  t r a n s f e r ,  buy, s e l l  o r  anythinq even 
w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  There has  been t a l k  of changing 
t h e  r u l e s  and formulat ion o f  new ordinances more 
strict than  t h e  a l r e a d y  very  d i f f i c u l t  laws we d e a l  
wi th  here.  

Our P r e s i d e n t ,  Fred Boyajian, was t h e r e  a s  he 
i s  contemplat ing a  move t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  He was most 
e loquent  and I ' m  s u r e  h i s  impressions of t h i s  meet- 
i n g  a r e  expressed elsewhere i n  t h e  Newsletter.  , 

I t t o u g h t  I was record ing  t h e  proceedings, 
however I had pushed t h e  wrong but tons and was 
a p p a r e n t l y  "playing" a  blank tape. Consequently, 
I w i l l  j u s t  g i v e  you a  synops i s  of  what I thought  
happened. 

The f i r s t  day  bo th  s i d e s  w ere very wary, 
sometimes even a  b i t  b e l l i g e r a n t  a s  they tried t o  
make t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  c l e a r .  What apparen t ly  had 
trans- i n  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  process is word 
came down from "on high" t o  F i sh  6 Game t h a t  they  
were n o t  enforc ing  t h e  laws (a l ready  i n  e x i s t a n c e )  
t o  t h e  f u l l  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  law (which was t o  phase 
o u t  p r i v a t e  ownership of non-domestic animals . )  

You'd t h i n k  l e g i s l a t o r s  would know by know 
t h a t  p r o h i b i t i n g  something does no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
make it go away, b u t  F i sh  & Game has been given 
t h e  t a s k  o f  making us  and o t h e r s  somehow d isappear .  
They had been reprimanded f o r  no t  doing t h a t  and 
s o  they panicked and i n  January of 1987 they  
d e c l a r e d  a  moratorium on doing anything u n t i l  they 
could formulate  some r u l e s  and s tandards with which 
they could  enforce  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  law. The dec i -  
s i o n  t o  make t h e s e  a b r u p t  changes i n  procedure had 
presumably been p r i n t e d  insome paper o r  o t h e r ,  how- 
ever  no one p r e s e n t  had seen  it and we represen ted  
n e a r l y  a  f i f t h  o f  t h e p e r m i t  ho lders  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
and we were a l l  e f f e c t e d  by t h i s  act ion.  

We c a t  owners a r e  a  smal l  mlnorli-y 1 1 1  ~ i i t =  

q r o  up o f  animal p r o f e s s i o n a l s  who l i v e  and work i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  and it was i n s ~ i r a t i o n a l  t o  see t h e  u n i t y  
among such d i v e r s e  approaches t o  l i f e  wi th  animals .  
That u n i t y  must have come from o u r  common determin-  
a t i o n  t o  con t inue  l i v i n q  o u r  l i v e s  w i t h  animals. 
Whatever enabled us  t o  put  o u r  d i f f e r e n c e s  behind 
us and come t o q e t h e r  f o r  t h e  common good, t h a t  is 
c l e a r l y  what was happening. When t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
from Fish  and Game saw t h a t ,  I t h i n k  they  r e a l i z e d  
they c a n ' t  do t h e i r  job a l o n e  and t h e y  d o n ' t  hav e 
t o .  We want t o  work w i t h  them and we want what t h e y  
want - and t h a t  i s  what is  b e s t  f o r  t h e  animals .  
That is t h e  t r u e  i n t e n t  of  t h e  laws, however some 
p o l i t i c i a n  i n t e r p r e t s  them from t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  h i s  
o f f i c e .  

Poor, beleaguered beaurocra t s .  AL1 they  know 
is  t h a t  a  bunch of  maniacs a r e  running loose  i n  
t h e i r  s t a t e  w i t h  " l i o n  and t i g e r s  and bears  (oh my)" 
on leashes .  Unfortunately,  p r i v a t e  ownership is syn- 
onomous w i t h  p e t  ownership i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  e y e s  
and t h a t  c o n j u r e s  up t h e  h o r r o r  s t o r i e s  we a l l  know 
b e t t e r  than  we c a r e  t o ,  of  an imals  i n  t h e  hands o f  
t h e  wrong people. P a r t  o f  o u r  l a c k  o f  communication 
is semantic. I ' m  a f r a i d  w e  w i l l  have to purge t h e  
word p e t  from o u r  vocabulary and t h i n k  of  o u r s e l v e s  
a s  " p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t o r s * .  T h a t ' s  n o t  bad. It j u s t  
means w e  pay o u r  own b i l l s .  And i t  wouldn't h u r t  t o  
at tempt t o  t r a d e  e x o t i c  f o r  non-domestic e i t h e r .  
But I d i g r e s s  . 

By t h e  second day  everyone was more c o n c i l i a -  
t o r y  and c o n s i d e r a t e  o f  each o t h e r ' s  p o s i t i o n .  One 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v - e  from t h e  Department even confessed  
they 'd been a  l i t t l e  l e e r y  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  meet ing 
without  p o l i c e  back-up i n  case we became v i o l e n t .  
We a l l  had a  good laugh over  t h a t  one, b u t  convers ly .  
I l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h e y  can  b e t t e r  understand why w e  
e x h i b i t  pa ranoia  o v e r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  o u r  animals  
them. - 

The outcome o f  t h e  weekend was t h a t  we (approx- 
iamately 100 p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s )  u n i f i e d  and formed 
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Animal Owners Assoc ia t ion  t o  a s s i s t  
i n  t h e  formation o f  s t a n d a r d s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  govern- 
ing  r e s p o n s i b l e  p r i v a t e  ownership and f r e e  t r a d e  o f  

e non-domestic animals. It looks  l i k e  w e  w i l l  have one 
of  o u r  own on t h e  committee making recommendations 
f o r  new l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Department. We have 

s e l e c t e d  t h a t  person,  C h a r l i e  Sanunut and approved a 
group o f  vo lun teers  t o  a s s i s t  and suppor t  him. W e  
have begun t h e  funding t o  c o v e r  expenses t h a t  w i l l  
be i n c u r r e d  wi th  a  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  people a t t e n d i n g  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  n e a r l y  $3,000. That  is j u s t  a  d r o p  i n  
t h e  bucket s o  anyone h e r e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  w ho wants  
t o  h e l p  o u t  whether moneta r i ly  o r  w i t h  t ime and 
e f f o r t  should  c o n t a c t  C h a r l i e  a t  1014 W. Laure l  Dr.  
S a l i n a s ,  CA 93906. Our way o f  communicating w i t h  
one another  is throuqh t h e  World P e t  Soc ie ty  News- 
l e t t e r  "Fin, Fur L Fea ther  News". S u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  
$10. and t h e  a d d r e s s  is shown under " A f f i l i a t e s n o n  
page two. 

On a  l i g h t e r  n o t e ,  w e  saw J a n e  Z o e l l e r  a t  t h e  
Fish & Game meeting. What a t r ea t  it was t o  c a t c h  
up on a l l  t h a t ' s  happened to h e r  s i n c e  s h e  accep ted  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  Ginny S t o r y ' s  c a t s  a f t e r  Ginny 
died.  

We l o s t  touch when s h e  moved t o  Hawaii s e v e r a l  
years  ago. She had in tended  t o  set up a  compound fox 
t h e  c a t s ,  b u t  animals  a r e  n o t  welcomed t h e r e  and sh<  
was re fused  admi t tance  w i t h  h e r  beas t s .  So back s h e  
came and s h e  h a s  been c a r i n g  f o r  t h o s e  c a t s  e v e r  
s ince .  She st i l l  looks  t o o  younq t o  handle such a  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  I guess  t h a t  kind o f  conunittmni 
and devot ion  knows no a g e  b a r r i e r s .  

Those o f  you who remember Ginny's c a t s  would 
lov e  t o  s e e  t h e  p i c t u r e s  o f  Juna and h e r  e n c l o s u r e  
A l l  o t h e r s  have passed away, a s  was i n e v i t a b l e ,  b u t  
i t  was s u r e  good t o  hear  about  a l l  t h o s e - o l d  f r i e n d :  

Carin Carmichael 



-CITES Update: Leopard Debate 

During t h e  CITES Convention i n  Ottawa, Canada t h i s  
mast summer, a r e p o r t  prepared by R.B. Martin and 

DeMeulenaer on  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  l eopard  populat ions 
p resen ted  to  the d e l e g a t e s .  The s tudy ,  funded 

t h e  S a f a r i  Club I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and t h e  American 
it I n s t i t u t e ,  invo lved  a whirlwind t o u r  of  some 

23 d i f f e r e n t  Afr ican  na t ions .  
Due t o  t ime  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  admit ted 

t h e y  were unable t o  spend an average of  on ly  two 
t o  seven days i n  e a c h  country.  They used a computer 
generated model t o  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  leopard s p e c i e s  
was no t  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  e x t i n c t i o n  and concluded 
t h a t  l eopards  cou ld  be k i l l e d  o f f  i n  even g r e a t e r  
numbers i n  t h e  q u e s t  f o r  t r o p h i e s  and f u r  coa t s .  

The r e p o r t  was n o t  adopted by t h e  d e l e g a t e s  
and under t h e  c u r r e n t  quota  system which al lows 
a l i m i t e d  number o f  t h e s e  Appendix I animals  t o  
be k i l l e d ,  a l l  e x i s t i n g  quoatas  were he ld  a t  t h e i r  
p r e s e n t  l e v e l  w i t h  two except ions:  t h e  reques t s  
from t h e  C e n t r a l  Afr ican  Republic f o r  a n  annual 
quota o f  40 animals ,  and t h e  r e q u e s t  from Zimbabwe 
f o r  an i n c r e a s e  from 350 to  500 leopards ,  were 
approv ed. 

The e n t i r e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  quota s y s t e a  w i l l  be 
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a h e a t e d  and l i k e l y  acrimonious 
deba te  a t  t h e  1989 Convention. 

Reprinted fron Animals International 

CITES Update: Tigers 

SIBERIAN TIGER 

The S i b e r i a n  t i q e r ,  Panthera t i g r i s  a l t a i c a  
1 moved t o  Appendix I a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c m e  
h ie s  i n  July,  t h u s  banning i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m -  

:.a1 t rade .  This  ends  an anomaly by which t h e  
. r i a n  t i q e r  was t h e  o n l y  subspec ies  no t  on 

fippendix I, d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it is  one of  t h e  
r a r e s t  i n  t h e  world. 

The t r a n s f e r  was opposed by t h e  USSR on t h e  
qrounds t h a t  t h e  S i b e r i a n  t i g e r  was n o t  th rea tened  
w i t h  e x t i n c t i o n  because it was w e l l  p r o t e c t e d  i n  t h e  
USSR and t h e r e  was a world c a p t i v  e popula t ion  o f  
o v e r  600. D r .  Vladimir F l i n t ,  t h e  S o v i e t  d e l e g a t e ,  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  number of  S i b e r i a n  t i g e r s  i n  t h e  USSR 
was t o o  hiqh and t h e r e  was a l a c k  o f  n a t r u a l  prey s o  
t h a t  they had been a t t a c k i n g  l i v e s t o c k  and doqs. The 
m a t t e r  had been d i s c u s s e d  by t h e  S o v i e t  a u t h o r i t i e s  
and it had been decided t o  reduce  th4  populat ion 
from t h e  c u r r e n t  350-380 t o  300. Local a u t h o r i t i e s  
have been au thor ized  t o  begin t h e  c u l l ,  c o n c e n t r a t -  
i n q  on t h o s e  a q r e s s i v e  an imals  and t h o s e  t a k i n g  
l i v e s t o c k .  A t  t h e  same t ime hunt ing  of  prey s p e c i e s  
(deer  and p i g )  had been suspended f o r  two y e a r s  t o  
a l low popula t ions  t o  recover .  

D r .  F l i n t  s a i d  t h e r e  was no i n t e r n a t i o n a l  market 
s i n c e  t h e  c a p t i v e  popula t ion  i n  zoos numbered over  
600 and even cubs found no buyers. The USSR was con- 
s i d e r i n g  t r a d e  i n  t i q e r  p roduc ts ,  such a s  s k i n  and 
bones. 

The Chinese National  Pharmaceutical  Bureau has  
r e c e n t l y  e n t r u s t e d  t h e  B e i j i n q  Pharmaceutical  Company 
w i t  h t h e  t a s k  o f  drawing up  a p lan  f o r  a t i q e r  breed- 
i n g  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  B e i j i n q  t o  s o l v e  t h e  
problem of  t h e  s h o r t a q e  of  t i g e r  bone. 

Tan Banqjie  s a y s  t h e  bone is e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  
manufacture of d rug  wine,  which is  s o l d  widely i n  
s o u t h e a s t  As ia ,  and t h e  s h o r t a q e  o f  bone is  d r i v i n g  
up t h e  p r i c e  which i s  now $400-$500 p e r  kg. 

Al l  t h e  S i b e r i a n  t i g e r s  imported i n t o  China 
from North America 1983-84 have been concent ra ted  
by t h e  Min is t ry  o f  F o r e s t r y  a t  a wi ld  animal farm 
a t  Henq-dao-he-zi, near  Mudanjiang i n  sou thern  
Heilonqjanq Province. The p lan  is t o  breed t i q e r s  
t h e r e  and make a p r o f i t .  

The newspaper GUAN MING RI BAO published a 
r e a d e r ' s  l e t t e r  say inq  he  had many s t a l l s  s e l l i n q  
t i q e r  bone and o t h e r  t i q e r  p roduc ts  i n  open markets 
r e c e n t l y .  He was s t a r t l e d  t o  f i n d  a s  many a s  e i g h t  
f u l l  t i g e r  s k e l e t o n s  i n  t h e  market ,  and h e  asked 
how could  s o  many t i q e r s ,  which a r e  n a t i o n a l l y  pro- 
t e c t e d ,  be k i l l e d  and o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e .  

A r e p o r t  i n  t h e  China d a i l y  s a i d  t h a t  fanners  
i n  J i n x i a n  County w e r e  complaining t h a t  wi ld  p i g  
w e r e  running wi ld  and e a t i n q  up l a r g e  t r a c t s  of 
paddy f i e l d s  caus ing  heavy g r a i n  l o s s e s .  An o f f i c i a l  
of  t h e  China W i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  Assoc. s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  South China Tiqer  which used t o  e a t  t h e  p igs  had 
been wiped o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

The o f f i c i a l  t o l d  t h e  newspaper t h a t ' t h e  l o c a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  had beenasked t o  s t o p  i l l e g a l  hunt inq  
and t o  ban t h e  f u r  market,  b u t  t h e y  had r e p l i e d  t h a t  
t h e  f u r  market produced over  $324,000 i n  t a x e s .  

CITES Update: Jaguarundi 

CITES PROTECTION EXPANDED FOR JAGUARUNDI 

The Convention on I n t e r n a t i o a l  Trade i n  
Endangered Species  (CITES) unanimously agreed t o  
s u b s t i t u t e  F e l i s  yaqouarundi "popula t ions  of  North 
and C e n t r a l  America" i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  subspec ies  
now l i s t e d  i n  A p y n d i x  I which bans i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t r a d e .  

The change was uroposed by Swi tzer land  on t h e  
ground t h a t  t h e  o r i q i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  had been t o  f u l l y  
p r o t e c t  t h e  North and C e n t r a l  American popula t ions  
Since many a u t h o r s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  subspec ies  were 
n o t  v a l i d ,  and because it was known t h a t  t h e  jaquar- 
undi  shows an enormous i n d i v i d u a l  v a r i a t i o n  w i t h  
d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r  chases ,  from foxy r e d  t o  b lack ,  
occur r ing  i n  t h e  same l i t t e r ,  it seemed p r e f e r a b l e  
t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  f o u r  subspec ies  by a geographica l ly  
def ined  populat ion.  



Cougars Killed in North Carolina Argentina Trade Bans Extended 

Condensed fran Anunal Finder's Guide 

I n  mid-March, two a d u l t  couqar s ,  a  male and a  
female ,  were  s h o t  and k i l l e d  by p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  
on s u c c e s s i v e  days  abou t  two m i l e s  a p a r t  i n  
T y r r e l l  County,  North C a r o l i n a .  North C a r o l i n a  ... 
...I i d i f c  Resources  Commission (SCWRC) o f f i c i a l s  
c o n f i s c a t e d  bo th  c a r c a s s e s .  ,. -. ..(_.gRC a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  U.S. F i sh  and 
i i i l d i f e  S e r v i c e ,  and a r r angemen t s  w e r e  made f o r  
SCUDS t o  necropsy t h e  a n i m a l s  s i n c e  i t  was h i q h l y  
i n p r o b a b l y  t h a t  t h e y  were  t h e  endangered F l o r i d a  
? a n t h e r  o r  t i le e a s t e r n  s u b s u e c i e s  which is  though t  
':;' 3-2 e x t i n c t . .  Y e i t h e r  c o u c a r  had t h e  e x t e r n a l  
--,a+. :- . . ires a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Florid;)  p a n t h e r ,  i.e., 

a h i t e  f l e c k i n q s  on t h e  s h o u l d e r s ,  a  cowlick on 
t he  back,  and a  c rook  i r .  t h e  t a i l .  Fur thermore ,  
t h e  3 a I e  had an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  ~ u n b e r  t a t t o o e d  
i n  h i s  e a r .  

F i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  subs?ec ie s  must 
a w a i t  s k u l l  x a s u r e n i e n t s  by taxonomic e x p e r t s .  

Aooaren t lv  t- he  a n i m a l s  were  r e l e a s e d  o r  e scaped  
;rc:r, c a ? t i v i t y ,  and NCVIRC a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  a t t e n o t -  
i n q  t o  t r a c e  t h e  b i q  c a t s  back t o  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  
ow:ier by means of  t h e  t a t t o o  number. 

The NCWRC has  f i l e d  c r i m i n a l  c h a r a e s  a q a i n s  th-2 
two i n d i v i d u a l s  who k i l l e d  t h e  animals  s i n c e  it. i s  
i l l e g a l  to  k i l l  a cougar  o f  any t y p e  i n  North 
C a r o l i n a .  

Life Directors Elected 

The r e s u l t  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  L i f e  D i r e c t o r s  
i s  i n  w i t h  John P e r r y  and S h i r l e y  Waqner be in?  
e l e c t e d  t o  f i l l  t h e  two v a c a n t  p o s i t i o n s .  

Thank you t o  a l l  who took  t h e  t ime t o  v o t e ,  
make nomina t ions  and run f o r  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s .  It 
i s  o n l y  bv o a r t i c i ~ a t i n u  t h a t  we can  make LIOC 
a b e t t e r  o r q a n i z a t i o n .  . 

Pr incess Toes y $ 9  

Argen t ina  h a s  banned t h e  t r a d e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  
and e x o o r t  o f  a number o f  s p e c i e s  i n c l u d i n g  pampas c a t ,  
G e o f r o y ' s  c a t ,  kodkod, marqay and l i t t l e  s p o t t e d  c a t s  
( o n c i l l a )  . 

The B o l i v i a n  government d e c r e e d  an e x t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  
ban on w i l d l i f e  e x o o r t s .  The B o l i v i a n  W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  
News s h e e t  commented: " I t  is f a i r l y  obv ious  t h a t  t h e  
Decree w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  an  i n c r e a s e  of i l l e g a l  e x p o r t s  
by l i g h t  a i r c r a f t  from remote  a i r s t r i p s  t o  Pa raquay ,  or 
t o  B r a z i l ,  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  l a u n d e r i n g  i n  Panama..... 

When t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  is  up it w i l l  a lmos t  s u r e l y  
be a c a s e  o f  " r a t i o n a l  u t i l i z a t i o n " ,  s o  meantime s t a t u s  
s t u d i e s  shou ld  be  made o f  p r i m a t e s  and many b i r d  s p e c i e s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p a r r o t s ,  o f  which w i l d l i f e  t r a d e r s  wanted 
t o  e x p o r t  o v e r  300,000 a l o n g  w i t h  some 12,000 o r i m a t e s  
i f  t h e  ban had n o t  been ex tended .  S t a t u s  s t u d i e s  o f  
caimans and c a t s  a r e  a l r e a d y  underway, t hanks  t o  CITES. 
However t h e  number of  c a t  s k i n s  " l e g a l l y "  e x p o r t e d  d u r i n  
1984 and 1985 on o f f i c i a l  CITES p e r m i t s  is  a l a r m i n g  - 
a p p a r e n t l y  a t  l e a s t  3 0 , 2 8 4  G e o f f r e y ' s  C a t s ,  4 4 , 4 0 6  
l i t t l e  s p o t t e d  c a t s  ( o n c i l l a s )  a n d  8 , 7 6 5  marqays. 

kp r in t ed  from IUCN CAT NEWS 

:; bu Us. M i t z i  Mischief  



Pet Versus Private Ownership 

As many of you know, I have been involved i n  
t h e  breed ing  o f  e x o t i c  f e l i n e s  f o r  many years ,  19 i n  
f a c t .  Long before  t h a t ,  however, I was a n  owner o f  
an e x o t i c ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  Mit tens t h e  marqay, and 
because o f  him became involved i n  LIOC. Myself and 
my former husband w e r e  c h a r t e r  members of  t h e  F l o r i d a  
Chapter.  W e  were a l l  p e t  owners, meetinq t o  exchange 
i d e a s ,  t o  h e l p  each o t h e r ,  and h e l p  t h o s e  who i n  
t u r n  were new owners. Gradual ly,  everyone r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  t i m e s  were changing. W e  ( H a t f i e l d s )  moved t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y  and hoped t o  be  a b l e  t o  breed t h e  more 
endangered smal l  c a t s .  W e  were, I may modestly s a y ,  
q u i t e  s u c e s s f u l ;  i n  f a c t ,  o c e l o t s  and o c e l o t  breed- 
i n g  a r e  n o t  cons idered  r a r e  any more. Throughout 
a l l  t h i s ,  we became more and more a c t i v e  i n  LIoC, 
a s  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  F l o r i d a  Chapter  and then Ken a s  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  Nat ional .  Granted, t h e  Club needed t o  
change from a t o t a l l y  "pet"  concept ,  both f o r  t h e  
members' s a l v a t i o n  a s  owners and f o r  t h e  animals. 
W e  needed t o  emphasize t o  t h e  world t h a t  w e  had 
among o u r  members n o t  o n l y  t o s e  who own and enjoy 
one or two e x o t i c s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h o s e  devoted t o  pro- 
moting t h e i r  w e l f a r e  and spending t h e  t ime and 
money necessary  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  s p e c i e s  and thereby  
have o f f s p r i n g  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  many g e n e r a t i o n s  to 
come. 

However, always and f o r e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  those  
o f  u s  who want t o  own and and e n j o y  a n  e x o t i c  a s  a  
pet .  The U. S. Government looks  upon t h a t  with 
h o r r o r ,  t h e  "humaniacs" t h i n k  we a l l  ought t o  be  
b o i l e d  i n  o i l ,  and now, NOW o u r  c l u b  p r e s i d e n t  and 
some o f f i c e r s  a r e - s a y i n g  p r a c t i c a l l y  verbaturn, what 
one h e a r s  from a l l  o f  t h e  abov e! I s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e f e r  to letters from Fred Boyajian and h i s  column 
i n  Commentory e n t i t l e d  "Pet vs. P r i v a t e  Ownership 
and LIOC", a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  LIOC members' comments. 
Hay I r e s p e c t f u l l y  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  e v e r y  s i n q l e  one 
o f  u s ,  no m a t t e r  who, w i t h  no e x p e r t i s e  whatsoever, 
had to g e t  t h e i r  f i r s t  c a t  sometime! Everyone was 
a  new p e t  owner once; J.B. g o t  h i s  f i r s t  jaquar ,  
Car in  h e r  f i r s t  l eopard  c a t ,  Suz ie  h e r  Geoffory, 
B i l l  h i s - o c e l o t ,  Fred h i s  f i r s t  o c e l o t  (and whi le  
i n  a  c o l l e g e  dorm no l e s s ) . a n d  s o  on. What may 
have evolved from t h e r e  is  n o t  t h e  p o i n t  - t h e  p o i n t  
is ,  each o f  u s  bought a  c a t  because i t  was a  beau t i -  
f u l ,  f a c i n a t i n q  animal and we wanted one! 

Y e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  i q n o r a n t  new owners, b u t  we must 
educa te  them. Yes, t h e r e  a r e  bad owners, b u t  o u r  job 
is t o  c o n v e r t  them t o  good ones. Y e s ,  animals  a r e  
m i s t r e a t e d ,  b u t  s o  a r e  enormous numbers of  domest ic  
dogs and c a t s ,  and even k ids .  

I n  August, t h e  P r e s i d e n t  proposed and t h e  Board 
accep ted ,  a t o t a l l y  h e w  concept  f o r  LIOC. The new 
by-laws g i v e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  carte blanche t o  d o  a s  
he  wishes,  t o  gu ide  t h e  Club i n  a new d i r e c t i o n  he  
and board members f e e l  it should  go. I can under- 
s t a n d  wanting t o  emphasize t h e  good s i d e ,  t h e  pro- 
f e s s i o n a l  s i d e ,  i f  you w i l l ,  o f  o u r  o rgan iza t ion .  
I can  understand t h e  reasons  f o r  say ing  " ind iv idua l  
owner" i n s t e a d  o f  "pe t  owner"; i n  f a c t ,  I p r e f e r  t h e  
phrase  myself.  But I d o  n o t  f e e l  we should t o t a l l y  
abandon t h e s e  f o l k s ,  and I vehemently do n o t  a g r e e  
w i t h  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  w i t h  animals t o  
s e l l ,  o r  r e f u s e  t o  d o  s o  u n l e s s  t h e  person i s  a 
" c o l l e c t o r " ,  "breeder", o r  whatever. I do no t  a g r e e  
w i t h  t h i s ,  a s  I f e e l  it is  going  from one d i r e c t i o n  
t o  one t h a t  is  t o t a l l y  o p p o s i t e  wihout  any a t tempt  
a t  a  middle around. 

We had a  g u e s t  a t  o u r  Convention t h i s  year ,  M r .  
P a t  Hoctor, who a f t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  some of  our  
meet ings and d i s c u s s i o n s  and observ ing  what was qoing 
on - w i t h  a l l  t h e  new i d e a s  and concepts  we were 
developing,  s a i d ,  "Don't f o r g e t  your  roots" .  I am 
a f r a i d  t o o  many o f  us  want t o  i g n o r e  our  r o o t s  and 
LIOC's v e r y  reason f o r  e x i s t i n q  - t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
owner - and in tend  t o  shunt  a s i d e  t h o s e  we a l l  
were supposedly working f o r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  place.  I 
cannot  a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s .  

Jean 

I am w r i t i n g  t o  repond t o  Fred Boyaj ian ' s  
commentary on Pe t  vs. P r i v a t e  Ownership. 

I am a p e t  owner and proud o f  it. I d o n ' t  
th ink  r>et owners a r e  a l l  bad o r  o n l y  have eqo- 
c e n t r i c  purposes t o  owning ~ t s .  Companionship 
with an animal has many p o s i t i v e  b e n e f i t s  which 
have been w e l l  documented i n  medical  journa l s .  
Also, I am incensed by t h e  assumption t h a t  a  
p e t  owner "ge t s  an animal  s o l e l y  f o r  h i s  persona l  
amusement, nove l ty  o r  eqo  and n o t  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  
t h e  animal. Pe t  owners w i l l  a l t e r ,  n e u t e r ,  and 
q e n e r a l l y  t r y  t o  make t h e  e x o t i c  conform t o  t h e i r  
l i f e s t y l e  wi thout  p roper  regard f o r  t h e  an imal ' s  
s p e c i a l  needs." Fur ther ,  Fred s t a t e s ,  "A p e t  
owner i s  a l s o  g e n e r a l l y  very  uninformed about  t h e  
c a r e  and handling of  t h e i r  e x o t i c  and n a i v e l y  be- 
l i e v e s  t h e  animal can be an o r d i n a r y  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  
household.. . . " 

I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  is t a r r i n g  many owners w i t h o u t  
any s o r t  o f  f a c t s  t o  back it up. I f e e l  t h e  d e s c r i p -  
t i o n  is  of  t h e  excep t ion ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r u l e .  
Most owners o f  e x o t i c s  I have m e t  have taken  g r e a t  
p a i n s  t o  l e a r n  how t o  b e s t  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  p e t s .  

Fred qoes o n  t o  c a s t i g a t e  t h o s e  who don ' t have 
permits ,  l i c e n s e s ,  e t c .  Does he r e a l i z e  t h a t  some 
types  o f  animals  d o n ' t  r e q u i r e  l i c e n s e s ?  Those 
c a t s  which a r e n ' t  endangered o r  a r e n ' t  on s t a t e  
o r  l o c a l  l i c e n s e  requirements  d o n ' t  r e q u i r e  l i c e n s e s  
u n l e s s  t h e  owner i s  go ing  i n t o  b u s i n e s s  a s  a  b reeder  
o r  broker. Even then,  I have been t o l d  by USDA t h a t  
a  l i c e n s e  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  necessary  i f  one is o n l y  
s e l l i n g  t o  a  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l .  

I wouldn't  keep Geof f rey ' s  c a t s  i f  I d i d n ' t  
en joy  them a s  pets .  My breeding o f  them conies o u t  
of  a  s e n s e  t h a t  i f  I have an e x o t i c  p e t  which is 
i n  l i m i t e d  supply,  I have a l s o  t a k e n  on an o b l i q a -  
t i o n  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  numbers, i f  p o s s i b l e .  

I a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  c l u b  needs to focus  on edu- 
c a t i n q  e x o t i c  owners and would-be owners a s  t o  
w h a t  is  b e s t  f o r  t h e i r  animals ,  unders tand ing  t h e '  
impact on t h e  owner's l i f e s t y l e ,  etc. However, I 
d o n ' t  g i v e  a  damn t h a t  t h e  words "pe t  owner" r a i s e s  
a  red f l a g  t o  r e g u l a t o r s ,  e t c .  It is t i m e  t h a t  they  
recognized t h a t  p e t  owners can b e  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  
numbers a l s o .  

I may be a  b reeder ,  b u t  f i r s t  and foremost ,  I 
am a p e t  owner. 

John Per ry ,  Ph.D. 



Obituary 
In early January 1 lost Geoffrey Max Miauw. He died of smoke inhalation suffered during a fire in my 
apartment on December 30. He was one and a half years old. People who attended Convention 1986 will 
remember Max as the kitten brought (and bred) by John Perry. 

The cause of the fire was determined to be "electrical malfunction* and, unfortunately, it started in the 
cats' room. No one was home in the building at the time. Max spent six days at my vets and we did 
everything we could, but he was too badly injured. 

Aside from the personal loss, I am especially unhappy because Max was such a sweet-tempered cat and 
I was looking forward to breeding him. My other cat. Safari Mitzi, was able to escape the worst of the 
fire and she is now fine (although lonely). 

I'm working on an article for the Newsletter about cats and fire.f&like to include sections on 
precautionary measures, first aid and more extensive medical treatment. If anyone has any 
information, please send it to me. 

Wendii Wulff 
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Dur-A-Gard Physical Properties 

7 DUR-A-GARD 
Epoxy Finish 

....................... HARDNESS (m 0). AST** 0-1TOt ....................... WATER ABSORPTION.. ASTM M*3 ........................... UMEAR SHRINKAGE ERF 1 2 4  ...................... TENSILE STRENGTH.. -\ A S a  DO* ...................... FLÂ£XURA STRENGTH.. AS- 0-700 ................... COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH. ASTM -5 ................. COD IMPACT (ft. IbJtn. notch). A S m  0-2% 
................ BOND STRENGTH TO CONCRETE.. AO-tW ..................... ULTIUAE ELONGATION.. ASTU D-636 ........... HEAT DEFLECTION TEMPERATURE.. A S W  0-7W ............ FUNGUS 1 BACTERIA RESISTANCE MIL-F-S250S 

7D-m 
oJTHÂ¥n*r7dÃ‡y*>mmarÃˆ 
.002"p=rMCh 
3.000 p*l minimum 
4.000 pd minimum 
16.000 p*l 
0.50 
COW ldte mom kma of bond 
20% 
No slip or ftw et 242T. 
Will not suppon growth of 

tunpm & MCWrt* 

SALT SPRAY RESISTANCE. 25% wlirtton .................................... @ Â¥0- M1L-F-52505 No tlÃ§ Â¥fl 100 hn. ............................ THERMAL SHOCK U1L-F-52505 NO cr*ckIng of tot* of Â¥dhfIo 
ABRASION RESISTANCE, -17 WhflÃˆ(2 .................... ~ g ~ b s ~ , 1 0 0 0 g r . k ~ d , 1 0 0 0 e y e t o a  -035GinLou ........... .............. U.V. RESISTANCE.. .. MIL-F-S2505 NO elulking or k ~ Ã  01 8d-m .............................................. TOXII~?Y Notbtoxk 
POT u ....................................-- . . . .  23 mln. or 45 m h  - - ......... . . . .  

FOR BEST RESULTS: 
k SU* to ba amd must tm bonchbh. Ow. p a m r  a u m i h t y .  Cm avemse ancmw w@y me M 
md c Ã ‘ n  TIM WnpTtur* dunns Â¥optmUon coat at the ram ot t>ou! 2SO wuare tmt per gallon and 
md tor wvr*l hours tno-fmr. n w t  be ovr SOT. tne second coat at 300 souare lee1 per gallon. Our-& 

coal m a v  DC satisfactory lor many areas. but two GaM may be apokeo as thickly as o e m  and can be 
mats are recommenoed for more d o m i  cow mW used to SU and level a rough surtace 

OUR-A-GAR0 RESISTANCE TO CHEMICALS 

C A T  P R O O F  !! 

Great for w a l l s  t o o  ! 

OUR-A-GUARD EPOXY COATING i s  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  15 c o l o r s :  Whi te ,  B lack ,  Medium Gray, 
Dark Green, L i g h t  Green, Dark B l u e .  
L i g h t  B lue ,  Dark  Brown, Cocoa Brown, 
T i l e  Red, Canyon r e d .  Ye l l ow  Ochra, 
B r i g h t  Y e l l o w  and L i g h t  Yel low. 

Order s u f f i c i e n t  amount O f  a  c o l o r  t o  
f i n i s h  t h e  e n t i r e  j o b .  S l i g h t  b a t c h - t o  
ba tch  c o l o r  v a r i a t i o n s  may occur-. 

AVAILABLE TO LIOC MEMBERS AT DEALER COST 

DÃ‘ THAT'S A 40; DISCOUNT! 4 
LIOC. 

UNIT SIZE SHIPPING WEIGHT 

14 g a l l o n  18 l b s  79.06 
j g a l l o n  34  l b s  149.33 
15 g a l l o n  164 U s  701 - 8 1  

Normal coverage - f l o o r s -  250 saua re  
f e e t  p e r  g a l l o n  p e r  c o a t .  Wa l l s -  
350 sauare f e e t  p e r  g a l l o n  p e r  c o a t .  

b i c k e r  c o a t i n g s  may be a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  
'eavy t r a f f i c  a reas.  

OUR-6-GUARD i s  USDA and OSHA approved.  

/-: . 
f . . 

4 .  
Order from: 

*./ ..... Great Eastern Distributors Inc. 
483 Armour Circle NE 
Atlanta GA 30324 
(404) 873-6000 
(800) 251 -5800 




