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Gladys Lewis bottle 
feeds one of the Rare 
Feline Breeding 
Center's clouded 
leopard babies. Gladys 
passed away recently. 
She is missed by many, 
both human and animal, 
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Tribute to the Ladv of the Lake 
by BeeJay Lester 

On December 9, 1991 the grand dame of surrogate mothers to 
wildlife babies died. Gladys Lewis of Lake Panasoffkee, Florida, lost 
her life to cancer. It is indeed a tremendous loss not only to the 
wildlife animals but to those of us who have been fortunateenough to 
know her. 

Gladys was a long time member of the LIOC Florida Chapter. She 
hosted several LIOC meetings in her lakeside home, she attended 
chapter and nation-a1 conventions, gave her friendship and support to 
many LIOC members and wildlife fanciers who visited her. For her work 
with wildlife and conservation, she received much media coverage. 

Living the life of luxury on the lake, Gladys had never raised 
any wildlife babies prior to meeting Robert Baudy of Center Hill's 
Rare Feline Breeding Center. Baudy needed someone to raise his 
captive-born exotic cat offspring; Gladys had the time and desire to 
assist. The two paired up, became dear friends, and with Baudy's 
expertise Gladys became an expert. Over the 20 years or so that she 
volunteered her efforts, she raised many species of wildlife babies 
born at Baudy's compound. 

Gladys was surrogate mom to bears, hyenas, lemurs, foxes, 
peafowl, ostrich. Mainly she raised the exotic felines such as snow 
and clouded leopards, African and Asian leopards, black and spotted 
jaguars, ocelots, Siberian lynx, bobcats, pumas and white and normal 
tigers. According to Baudy, Gladys raised over 400 babies for his 
compound. She was dedicated to the "little ones", faithfully keeping 
them fed, cleaned and loved. 

Unselfishly this 
lady of the lake nursed 
newborns at all hours of 
the night, giving up her 
bridge games and 
shopping trips to care 
for them. Gladys was a 
gracious and giving 
hostess who kept such a 
positive outlook on life 
that she made her 
friends feel cheerful 
just being around her. 

Gladys Lewis will 
surely be missed. We all 
loved her and will 
always remember this 
wonderful, kind lady who 
so deeply touched our 
lives. 

Gladys Lewis, Robert Baudy & Clouded baby 



Test-Tube and 
Artificial Insemination Successes 

r, veterinary medicine is borrowing from the cutting 
edge of human medicine. Although manyof the advances we enjoy - 
ultrasound, CAT scans, pacemakers and scores of drugs - were first 
tested in animals, the techniques have come full circle to benefit 
pets, wild animals, livestock and zoo animals. 

Anesthetized by blowdart, a 275 pound Bengal tiger lies 
motionless under a b l u e  drape. It is January 6, 1990, at Omaha's Henry 
Doorly Zoo. Reproductive physiology student Ann Donoghue carefully 
pieces the cat's shaved abdomen with a surgical needle attached to 
threadlike plastic tubing. Her assistant, peering through a 
laparoscope for guidance, suctions eggs from the tiger's ovaries by 
vacuum pump and quickly unites them in a petri dish with sperm taken 
from a sedated 400-Opound white Bengal male. 

Two days later, an around-the-clock incubator watch ends. Some 15 
embryos just beginning cell division are transferred to the fallopian 
tubes of a surrogate mother, a 9-year-old Siberian named Nicole. And 
on April 27, 1990, Nicole gives birth to three cubs, only one of which 
survives. She is Mary Alice, and she is the world's first test-tube 
tiger . 

Happily, IVF progress is itself accelerating with the birth of 
Mary Alice, which followed two other IVF successes with wild species: 
Noah, an Indian Desert cat born at Cincinnati Zoo; and Freezer, a male 
macaque monkey born at the Baltimore Zoo. Freezer was so named because 
he developed from a thawed frozen embryo, a technique also used in 
human fertility labs. 

'When we began our embryo work in 1983, I told our research team, 
"I don't want to go out and reinvent the wheel. I want to use human 
egg-recovery methods, human sperm-separating methods, and in general, 
they've worked," says David Wildt, head of the reproductive physiology 
program at the National Zoological Park in Washington, D.C., which 
spearheaded the Omaha tiger project. 

Every species poses slightly different challenges but lately even 
the most ambitious notions no longer sound so far fetched. Says Wildt, 
"There's no reason why we couldn't generate embryos from animals in 
the field, freeze the embryos, implant them, and produce offspring - 
without ever removing the animals from the wild." 

Another milestone was accomplished on November 5, 1991, when the 
world's first artificially inseminated (AI) tiger cub was also born at 
Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo. Ann Donoghue, Drs Leslie Johnston and 
Douglas Armstrong applied the A1 technique July 18, which was first 
developed by Dr. JoGayle Howard at the National Zoo's NOAHS (New 
Opportunities for Animal Health Science) Center. With a fiber-optic 
telescope, or laparoscope, semen is placed directly into the 
reproductive tract, boosting it toward the eggs so that sperm have a 
better chance for fertilization. 



"For many endangered cat species, sperm need all the help they 
can get," says Howard, who conducted a fertility survey in the early 
1980's of exotic male cats. 20 out of 28 cat species produces an 
alarming number of sperm abnormalities that added urgency to the quest 
for sound techniques to aid slugglish sperm in these rare species. 

Thoughout the 1980s, the decade when people began to take 
advantage of new breakthroughs in overcoming infertility, Howard, 
Donoghue, and their colleagues were baffled by the many roadblocks 
that prevented them from easily applying the methods that worked for 
humans and cattle to fast-disappearinq- tigers or cheetahs. 

"Many of these problems have been traced to unique 
characteristics of the species themselves," says David Wildt, a NOAHS 
research director and head of the National Zoo's Reproductive 
Physiology Program. "This is one of the reasons that basic research at 
NOAHS Center is so important." 

"When looking back over the years, I definately see 1991 as a 
watershed year," Howard says. Beginning in May of 1991 a wave of 
births resulting from NOAHS team's Artificial Insemination handiwork 
began. In May a leopard cat, an endangered species indigenous to 
Southeast Asia, was born at the Bronx Zoo, and seven black-footed 
ferrets were born at Wyoming. In September, the world's first cheetah 
cub was born after this AIL technique was applied by Howard and the 
NOAHS Mobile Laboratory Team at the Caldwell Zoo in Tyler, Texas. 

Artificial Insemination and In Vitro Fertilization successes have 
powerful implications for future management of wild and captive 
populations of endangered felines by buying time for these rapidly 
dwindling populations. The future refinement of these techniques will 
greatly reduce the need to trade and transport breeding adults among 
zoos. Instead, semen samples or embryos can be traded to produce 
future generations of felines, even long after genetically valuable 
individuals have passed on. These techniques may allow wild, free 
roaming individuals to contribute to the captive gene pool, through 
the capture of their sperm or eggs only. 

Condensed from Test-tube Tiger, by John Grossmann, Special Report, 
August-October 1991 and the NOAHS Center News, Winter 1991/1992 

. . 
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Sitting quietly and perfectly still, I l e t  the moquitos feast on my anus and 
neck. It's 3 a.m. and stillness is everywhere; stars-provide the only light. 
Althouqh I've been awake for 24 hours, I feel  no fatigue.-I am afraid t o  move, 
wen to breathe, for fear of being detected by the oncominq predator. 

This is the mornsnt I've been waiting for a l l  night. Using radio-telemetry, 
I have determined that an extremely rare and beautiful ocelot is about to cross 
the dirt road where I am waiting. 

My colleagues and I have been studying ocelots And other cats in Texas for 
the past nine years. Typically, long periods of boring field research are abruptly 
interrupted by a few moments of excitement. One such moment is anomaching. 

Tick-tick-tick. My radio receiver t e l l s  me the ocelot is just afew feet away. 
Slowly I raise my arm, turn on my spotlight, and point the lightbeam into the 
brush. I see a beautifully spotted ocelot standing on a mesquite limb rurminq 
parallel t o  the ground. The cat walks across th is  convenient bridge, three feet 
above the dense grass, and jumps down to the edqe of the road. 

Casually the ocelot strolls across the road less than 10 steos away. Stopoinq 
in  the middle of the road, the cat  looks away from me, and studies the feline 
shadow cast by my spotlight. Apparently deciding there is no threat, the ocelot 
continues onward. Finally, it disappears into the brush on the other side of the 
road. I am not sure the cat ever knew I was standing so close. 

This encounter occurred in 1983, yet I remember the details as i f  it happened 
yesterday. Why? Because our wild cats are special. 

Wild cats reoresent the crown jewels of the animal kingdom, and Texas has the 
best collection of such gems i n  the U.S. Four different species of cats reside 
in Texas: the cougar, bobcat, ocelot and jaguanmdi. The only cat  in North Amer- 
ica that is absent frcm our state is the snow-loving lynx of the northern wilder- 
ness. 

Before we lost  the jaquar and margay, s ix  wild cats embellished the Texas 
landsqpe.. These two cats have vanished and w i l l  probably never appear again in  
the wilds of Texas. 

There are 37 specis of wild cats in the world. Amazing, right? You probably 
have only heard of a few of the larger and more glamorous cats, such as the lion, 
tiger, leopard or cheetah.. Few people know about the fishing cat found in  the 
swamp of Ddia ,  the sand cat that lives on the deserts of Wrth Mrica or the 
-11 Andean cat native t~ the muntains of S u t h  Awrica. 

Nonetheless, cats are similar in many ways. One similarity a i n g  felines is 
that the males are larger than females. Also, most cat  species maintain some 
type of territory t h a t  exculdes other members of their species. 

Wild cats share many of the same behavioral traits you see in  a typical 
housecat: the indifference a tabby cat often exhibits t o  its surroundings, and 
the male housecat's habit of scent-mrking its territory. And most cats share 
similar olay and hunting t ra i t s ,  behaviors often encountered in  the typical 
house cat. 



TEXAS - cont. 

Differences also exist anong the cats of Texas. Larger cats, such as the 
mountain lion, usually require more extensive terri tories for survival than the 
smaller  cats, such as the bobcat. Some cats are havitat generalists, which means 
they occupy a variety of habitats. Bobcats f a l l  into this category because they 
use most of the plant ccmmmities in Texas. In contrast, ocelots are specialists 
since they require a narrow range of habitats, primarily ones with an extremely 
dense brush layer. 

The cats of Texas are viewd from a variety of perspectives ranging from good 
t o  bad. A person who has suffered personal or  economic loss often holds a parti- 
cular cat in contempt. Other people place a positive value on the cats, apprecia- 
ting the economic, aesthetic or ecological value of these felines. 

Overall, most of us know l i t t l e  about the predators. Consequently, we began 
the Feline Research Program a t  the Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute of 
Texas A&I  University. Since 1981, we have been studying the rich diversity of 
cats found in our state. The purpose of this research proqram is to  discover 
better ways t o  manage and conserve our crown jewels. Let me t e l l  you their story- 
a Texas cat  tale. 

MOUNTAIN LION 

Familiar aliases of the mountain lion include cougar, puma and pmther. These 
are a l l  the s m  cat. You have probably seen a mountain lion i n  television cam- 
ercials representing automobiles or on Walt Disney movies. 

Back in  the 1960's pioneering research by Dr. Maurice Homocker of Idaho 
revealed that mountain lions have a complex social system of territories. Terri-  
tor ia l  boundaries are maintained by scrapes, which are small piles of leaves, 
grass and branches that are scraped together and urinated upon. This scent-marking 
informs intruders that a resident lion is present and capable of defending that 
piece of land. ttountain lions require several square miles for their territories. 

An adult mountain lion weighs from 120-180 puns, with the males larger than 
the females. The diet  of a mountain lion consists primarily of white-tailed deer, 
feral  hogs, javelina and other medium-sized mammals. 



TEXAS - cont. 

Wun& lions are confined primarily to the muntain ranges of west Texas and 
many of the larger ranches in the brush country of south Texas. Biologists cannot 
give an accurate population in Texas, but it is believed to be 300 to 500 animals. 
Population estimates for most cat v i c e s  are difficult  because cats are generally 
secretive, nocturnal and wide-ranging. 

We.especially need an in-depth study of the mountain lions that occur i n  the 
brushlands of Texas. Hunters and livestock managers need t o  better understand the 
impact of mountain lions on the hunting and livestock industires. And outdoor 
enthusiasts hope to find ways t o  increase their chance of seeing one of these big 
cats. 

BOBCAT 

The bobcat is the most cannon wild feline in  Texas and in North America. Con- 
siderably smaller  than the mountain lion, bobcats are closer to  a medium-sized doq, 
usually weighing about 20 t o  25 pounds. Contrary to  its name, the bobcat does not 
have a "bobbed" tail. Although shorter than other felines', the bobcat's tail 
measures fron 6 t o  8 inches in length. 

We recently studied c m r c i a l  trapping data from Texas and estimate the ppu- 
lation ranges from 140,000 t o  280,000. In fact, Texas has about 20 percent of the 
entire peculation of bobcats located in the U.S. Commercial harvest provides 
considerable incone to trappers. 

The bobcat's diet  is primarily rabbits and rodents. However, they sometimes 
eat whitetailed deer and bobwhite.. quail, a habit that doesn't endear them to  
hunters. 

However, other hunters and landowners are glad t o  share a small  portion of 
their game in return for an occasional glimpse of a bobcat running down a dirt  
road or crossing a sendero by a deer blind in the early morning. They also 
appreciate the cat ' s  value in controlling rabbit and rodent populations. 

Of the cats that live in Texas, the bobcat is the most flexible, capable of 
living in most t p s  of habitats. And i f  there is enough brush cover along 
drainage and other corridors, bobcats often enter c i ty  limits. 

Unlike the adaptable bobcat, the ocelot and jaguanmdi occur only ina  few 
locations in the southern part of the state. Both are extremely rare and 
threatened with statewide extinction.and the only po?ulations of ocelot and 
jaguanmdi in the U.S. occur in Texas. Consequently, both cats are protected 
by the federal Endangered Species Act, as well as similar s tate  laws. 

OCELOT 

Ihe ocelot's yellow fur is adorned with black spots, bars and blotches, 
and black rings encircle its long W, giving it the nicknam "leopard cat". 

Landon Lockett is mticulously searching for accounts of early Texas and 
he occasionally finds reports of "leopard cats" in central and east Texas 
during the 1800's. One of the f i r s t  museum specimens of the ocelot came frcm 
Louisiana. But today, the ocelot's distribution is restricted t o  only two or 
three locations in the south Texas brush country. The primary population 
occurs in seme of the fragments of habitat remaining in the Rio Grande Valley. 
Our nine years of ocelot research have focused on this  region. 



An adult ocelot weighs from 16 to 25 punds, similar to the bobcat. However, 
ocelots have a more slender, sinuous stature whereas bobcats appear more stout 
and robust. During our studies, we have frequently found both cats using the 
same t ract  of land. 

The ocelot prefers to  dine on rabbits and rodents, as does the bobcat. Quail 
are less important t o  the- ocelot, because few quail inhabit the same dense stands 
of mixed-brush that the cats select. 

The ocelot poulation in  Texas is very small,  possibly no more than 80 t o  120 
individuals. This scarcity may be the result of several factors, the most irnpor- 
tant of which is the ocelot's dependence on extremely dense brush for long-term 
survival. 

The spotted coat of the ocelot provides excellent camouflage against the 
sun-dappled ground under the brush canopy. Also, this dense brush provides a 
fortress against possible enemies such as coyotes and humans. 

Fertile soils that were deposited on the Rio Grande delta near Brownsville 
can support this luxurious growth of dense shrub c d t i e s .  The problem for 

the cats is that this same fer t i le  soi l  
is ideal for citrus, vegetables, sugar 
cane and a variety of other crops produced 
i n  the lower Rio Grande Valley. Unless 
vigorous conservation measures are taken, 
the ocelot may joint the list of species 
extinct in the U.S. 

Ugly - that's the impression some 
people develop upon their  f i r s t  view of 
the jaguarundi. I prefer tothink of the 
jaguarundi as "interesting". 

The head of the jaquarundi bears l i t t l e  
resemblance to a cat. The ears are short, 
rounded and widely spaced. The jaguarundirs 
g a i t  is similar t o  that of a weasel. "This 
explains the jaguarundP s nickname of 
"weasel cat" or "otter cat". 

The jaquarundi has two color phases - 
a rusty brown and a gray or black. Inter- 
estingly, both color phases can occur in 
the same l i t t e r  Prior t o  this discovery, 
naturalists thought each color phase 
represented a different species. 

Jaguanmdk range over many areas of 
South and Central America. Slimilar t o  the 
ocelot, the northern, limit of the range is 
south Texas. 

These cats eat rabbits and rodents as 
well as various birds. In of Latin 
America, the jaguarundi preys on chickens 
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and can be a serious problem t o  ~ u l t r y  producers. 

W e  believe the jaquarundi is the rares t  cat in Texas. A road-killed jaguarundi 
near Brownsville in 1986 represented the f i r s t  documented case i n  about 15 years. 
This records suggests this feline may still reside in  our state. 

Over several years, we have received hundreds of reports of jaguarundis, black 
leopards and black m t h e r s  from many areas of Texas. Ifos of the ranches that  we 
have visited over the years also reported black cats. However, there has never 
been a confirmed occurrence of a jaquarundi outside the Rio Grande Valley. W e  
believe many of these black cat sightings are black fera l  housecats that flourish 
in the countryside. 

Further, many jaquarundi t'sightinqs" occur i n  the evening or  early mrning when 
light conditions are poor. A backliqhted raccoon can be easily mistaken for a 
jaguarundi, especially when the sighting las t s  only a few seconds. I know because 
it has h a p p e d  t o  me. 

We are beginning a field study of the jaguarundi i n  the northeast of Mexico. 
Jaguarundi are more cannon in this reagion and studying them w i l l  enable biolo- 
g i s t s  to better understand the requirements for a viable population. These re- 
suits can then be used t o  assist conservation efforts  for the jaguarundi i n  Texas. 

Information is urgently needed because the remaining poulation of jaguarundis 
in Texas may be zero t o  15 individuals. Sadly, the jaguarundi w i l l  probably vanish 
from our state before we learn its most basic behavioral and ecological patterns. 

The margay looks l ike  a smaller version of the ocelot. The spotting pattern 
on its fur is similar and the tail also has black rings. With a l i t t l e  practice, 
an observer can distinguish between the two cats by examining the relative size 
of the body and tail. The margay has a body that is shorter than its tail; the 
ocelot% tail is shorter than its body. 

Very l i t t le is known about the biology of the margay in the wild; we are not 
conepletely sure it was a bonafide resident of Texas. Its occurrence here is based 
on a single report by Colonel Coleman in 1857 from Eagle Pass. In those days, 
officials  at  the point of entry at  the Mexican border often recorded specimens. 
Ihis margay specimen may have originated i n  Msxico. Today, no marqays are found 
in Texas. 

Margays occur in many regions of Central and South America, but the are i 
apparently uncomnon in most areas.. The reason for this low population density is 
unknown.. 

The marqay is reported t o  spend more time in trees than the ocelot o r  jag- 
uarundi. Li t t l e  is known about its diet preferences. In fact,  much of our under- 
standing of the "tropical cats" is based on antecdotes passed frcm one writer 
to another. Fev facts based on modem f ie ld  research are available. 

JAGUAR 

The j a v r  is the largest cat in the Western Hemisphere, sometimes weighing 
over 200 pounds. The jaguar's yellow fur is decorated with black rosettes, similar 
to the Mrican le~pard.  One distinguishing feature is the black spt  i n  the center 
of the jaguar's rosettes, which is lacking in  the leopard. Also similar t o  the 
leopard, sane jaguars have a black color ohase. 
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These d e r f u l  beasts no longer roam oarts of Texas, although historical 
r emr t s  of jaquar cans from south, central and east Texas during the 1300s. 
The l a s t  documented jauquar occurred in south Texas in the early 1950s. 

Some jaguars arey on livestock and can have a local impact on catt le .  During 
one study i n  the Central Amsrican country of Belize, researchers found that injured 
jaguars were the primary culpri ts  for k i l l ing cattle. Researchers speculated that 
the injured cats w e r e  impaired o r  unable to '  capture their more elusive natural prey 
However, another interpretation is those jaguars that sought ca t t l e  w e r e  the ones 
mst likely t o  be shot and injured. 

In the early days, jaguars were often the target of many livestock producers 
since the predators caused significant losses. Predator control act iv i t ies  probably 
contributed t o  the eventual extinction of the jaquar from Texas as  did loss of - .  
habitat. 

The jaguar requires several square miles for its territory and has a low 
reproduction ~ t e n t i a l .  These two factors make even a noderate decline in poula- 
tion di f f icul t  t o  reverse. 

Althouqh the other cats  we have discussed are l i t t le  or no direct threat to 
humans, the j a m  has been known t o  attack humans. But these events are rare 
and usually occur under abnormal conditions. Wild cats  generally fear humans and 
avoid them. 

Texas is fortuante t o  be come t o  a diversity of wild cats. They reoresent a 
variety of sizes, colors and ecological patterns. Our cats also vary i n  ppulation 
size - from the cannon bobcat, t o  the arare and endangered ocelot and jaquarundi 
t o  the extinct jaquar. 

The future management of and wellbinq of Texas cats  w i l l  
depend on the cooperative efforts  of many 
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department are primarily responsible for the con- 
servation of.these cats,  and conservation organizations 
and universities provide c r i t i ca l  assistance t o  the 
overall effort. 

The f inal  success of cat observation effor ts  i n  
Texas w i l l  not be determined by agencies, but by you. 
Your support can be manifested i n  many way. Abide by 
the laws and requlations pe rtaininq t o  the cats. 
Support snorting and conservation groups that 
endorse reasonable programs for ca t  conservation - 
there are many. You may even wish to donate to these 
w r t a n t  efforts. The crown jewels of the animal 
kingdom should be aqpreciated by everyone. 

Dr. Michael Tewes is an associate research 
scientist  for the Caesar Cleberg Wildl-ife 
Research Insitute and coordinator of the 
Feline Research Progann. 

Reprinted from Texas Parks & Wildife 
Contributed by Katie Knight-Mcinteiro 



Food, Fiesta and Feline Facts 
in O l e  Tejas at Convention692 

With plenty of the planning in place, Convention '92 is looking like a fun, fact-filled, feline fiesta of 
the first order. Hosting the Convention, the Crockett Hotel is a fancifully restored historic figure. 
Fully the perfect size for our group to find fulfilling. With fabulous rooms on a frosted-glass atrium or 
overlooking the famous Alamo, which is a few footsteps across the street. Find the friendly feature- 
filled sports lounge on the ground floor for a gracious group getaway. Across the other fareway is the 
entrance to the fashionable, four-floor RiverCenter shopping mall and the Omni Theatre. You'll find 
the festival-filled, world-famous Riverwalk under the RiverCenter or by walking the way alons the 
cacophonous cascades across from the Alamo. 

Our schedule is fascinating and full, as you see from the facts that follow. The convention cost is not a 
frivolous fee, but neither are the activities and meals forming your fare. Saturday morning has been 
set aside for your own significant sightseeing of the special Spirit of Texas, with its hispanic hkbry 
and creatively crossed cultures in old San Antonio, 

Fully fortunately, several stellar speakers have concomitantly committed to pleasing us with their 
peerless presence, And a fev further featured fellows are soon to be signed, So, plan for your party to 
come to convention, and send in your sum straightaway. 

Next Newsletter: Names of notables and comments on cat accomodations. (The hotel has agreed to 
conditions for cats under 23 lb, but the city has not yet approved the plan.) 

Fast Facts 
1 when: August 13-16 

Where: The Historic Crockett Hotel on the 
Alamo, San Antonio, Texas 

Room Cost 
$75 per night, 1-3 persons 
Make your own reservations at 800-292- 1050. 
State that you are with the LIOC ESCF Convention 
to get the special rate and be in our block. 
Reserve before July 16 to guarantee a room. 

Convention Cost 
$90 before April 30 
$100 after April 30 
$1 10 non-members, hcludes membership. 

Friday morning: 
Continental Breakfast 
Welcome 
Speakers 

Friday afternoon: 
Speakers 
Featured Speaker 
General Membership Meeting 

Friday evening: 
Share the spirit of Texas in the Hospitality Suite 
Special Event -to be announced (optional) 

Saturday morning 
On your own.on the Riverwalk, Ahmo, 

RiverCenter, o r  El Mercado. 

Saturday afternoon 
Featured Speakers 

Make checks to LID! ESCF Consention 92.- Saturday evening 
Mail to Route 3,410 Mattes, Alvin, 'IX 7751 1 Banquet, Awards, and Auction 

Schedule of Events Sunday morning 
Thursday evening Farewell Breakfast 

Check in a~ the Hospitality Suite 
Get in the Ole Tejas Spirit with friends, old Sunday afternoon 
and new featuring Fajitas and San Antonio Zoo (optional) 

Margaritas (cash bar )  UF 
Seaworld of Texas (optional) 



Life Director Candidates 

Two l o n g t i m e  LIOC m e m b e r s  have  a c c e p t e d  n o m i n a t i o n s  f o r  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
LIOC b o a r d  a s  L i f e  D i r e c t o r ,  L i f e  D i r e c t o r s  must, a c c o r d i n g  t o  by-laws, 
h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  s e r v e d  on t h e  b o a r d .  Life D i r e c t o r s  o v e r s e e  a d h e r a n c e  
t o  LIOC' s p u r p o s e  a n d  a,ssist i n  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  where  n e c e s s a r y .  
P l e a s e  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o  v o t e  b y  f i l l i n g  o u t  t h e  e n c l o s e d  b a l l o t s ,  . . and  
m a i l i n g  them back i m m e d i a t e l y .  

C a r i n  Ca rmichae l  

The l a s t  t i m e  I ' w a s  a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  
o f f i c e  w a s  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o  a n d  my name 
w a s  V i r g i n i a  E n g l i s h  t h e n .  MY 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  accompan ied  
b y  a f i l e  p h o t o  t a k e n  a t  some c o n v e n t i o n  
w i t h  someone ' s  O c e l o t  s u c k i n g  m y  f i n g e r .  
How b l a s e  I have  become) I t h i n k ,  s i n c e  
I j o i n e d  L I O C  i n  '67!  t h a t  I d o n ' t ,  e v e n  
r e m e m b e r  whe re  o r  who, 

What a n  amaz ing  q u a r t e r  of  a c e n t u r y  i t  
h a s  b e e n  a n d  what a p r i v i l e d g e  t o  s h a r e  
t i m e  e x p e r i e n c e s  s u c c e s s e s  a n d  
f a i l u r e s  w i t h  t h e  .unique i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  
t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  ca ts  t h a t  c o m p r i s e  LIOC. 

Thanks t o  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  mY 
e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  e x o t i c s  h a v e  b e e n  
v & i e d  a n d  m'any. I have  c a r e d  f o r  O c e l o t s ,  Margays ,  Leopa rd  C a t s  
Chaus )  B o b c a t s  a n d  o n c e ,  b r i e f l y !  a C a r a c a l .  I 've  s e e n  a n d  had  t h e  
honor  t o  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  d a r n  n e a r  e v e r y t h i n g  e l se .  

T h e r e  have  b e e n  many c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  i n  LIOC a n d  i n  o r d e r  f o r  
u s  t o  overcome t h e  o b s t a c l e s  we f a c e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  o u r  r i g h t  t o  t h e  
p r i v i l e g e s  we e n j o y '  we must  p u l l  t o g e t h e r ,  n e v e r  l o s i n g  s i g h t  o f  o u r  
basic r e a s o n  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  - t o  d o  what  i s  b e s t  f o r  o u r  c a t s .  

If I a m  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  L i f e  D i r e c t o r ,  I a m  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  
d i r ec t  my e f f o r t s  t o w a r d  t h e  u n i t y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  u s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h a t  
g o a l .  

C a r i n  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  o r g a n i z i n q  a n d  r u n n i n g  t h e  Leopa rd  C a t  
I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r ,  a n d  a - m a j o r  p r o m o t e r  i n  gettiny t h e  l e o p a r d .  cat 
r e c o g n i z e d  by  t h e  CFA. She i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  numerous a r t i c l e s  on t h e  
l e o p a r d  c a t ,  which  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  i n  s e v e r a l  n a t i o n a l  ca t  m a g a z i n e s ,  

C a r i n  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  F i r s t  & Second Annual  C a t  C a r e  S e m i n a r ,  h e l d  i n  '72 
& '73, a n d  e d i t e d  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  o f  t h e s e  s e m i n a r s ,  She 
was r e c e i p i e n t  o f  t h e  '82 L o t t i e  a w a r d )  a n d  c o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  '83 LIOC 
c o n v e n t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  I n  '85- '86 s h e  served as a t e r m  d i r e c t o r ,  a n d  
i n  .'87-'88) s h e  w a s  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i r e c t o r .  



Life Director Candidates 

Jackie Vanderwall 

Jackie va.nderwa11 has been 
an LIOC member for 15 
years. She is active in her 
local branch and LIOC , 
having served on the 
Executive Board 0.f LIOC as 
Secretary/Treasur.er for 5 
years, and Membership 
Secretary for 3 years, She 
was secretary when the Long 
Island Ocelot Club became 
incorporated. In the past 
15 years, .Jackie has been 
able to attend all but 
three of the LIOC 
conventions, 

Locally, Jackie has worked 
with the other animal folk 
in helping write Oregon's 
Exotic Animal Laws. She has 
worked with the Senate, 
House of Representatives, 
and Fish and Game, 
testifying in behalf of a 
person's right to own 
exotic animals. Government 
agenciesJ and zoos, often 
refer people to her that 
are interested in exotic 
cats, Jackie has helped re- 
capture, and board large 
cats. Many of these cats 
she has kept. She 
contributes to the Clouded Leopard Studbook, and belongs t o -  the 
International Snow Leopard   rust. 

Jackie owns, or is ovved by, Clouded Leopards, (Kassandra pictured), 
Snow Leopard, Scuth gm~rican Cougars, Jungle Cats, Caracal, Bobcat 
Lynx, CoatimundisJ Grey Wolf and farm cats, 

To support her "&amily", Jackie manages the staffing and payroll for 
about 800 hospital nursing staff, She works with people, computers, 
accounting/financial planning/budgets and contract negotiations. 



Board Nominations Sought 

It is time once again to begin our election 
will take office in January, 1993. LIOC needs 
willing to devote the time aid energy to see to it 
achieved and services provided in a useful and time1y.manner. 

process. Officers 
dedicated persons, 
that our goals are 

Nominations are being accepted for the following positions: 

President: LIOC's spokesman, presides over board meetings and 
cbnvention's general membership meeting. 

Vice President; Assists the president with projects as the need 
arises, and in the president's absence, presides all meetings of the 
Board. 

Secretar~/Treasurer: Maintains written minutes of any special, 
general or board meeting, maintains copies of all organization's 
documents, oversee's all LIOC funds, provides quarterly financial 
reports, and a yearly budget. 

Also, the four Term Directors: 

Advertisinq and Publicity: solicits advertising for the 
newsletter and coordinates LIOC's public relations, press r&lease= and 
LIOC advertisements. 

Le%.7L&f&..i~:k:-j, keeps abreast of legislation af f ecting exotics and -- 
assists fas&xrci: i ~ i  Lhese matters. 

E&T~~-$~~Y& .---- 5; ; . oversees the membership roster including 
productiu:, :\+. -l-?-&-;~~t~t: for newsletter mailing, answering inquiries, 
keeps t k  rns244L~52-31-2q~ rules undated. 

Educati~,~ Ejfi Conservation: coordinates and institutes 
educational aids arid programs. Coordinates with other organizations 
and advises on conservation efforts, 

Incumbants will not be running in several offices, The President, 
and the Advertising and Publicity term director, and the Education and 
Conservation term director have all declined renomination. Also, the 
Vice President position is currently not occupied. 

To properly nominate a candidate two ccrrent. members must sign 
presenting the candidate for nomination no 1zt.m t h a ~  March 2 0 ,  1992. 

Please give this matter some thought and send your nominations to 
the Secretary/Treasurer, Lynn Culver, Rt, 6 Box BC 56A, Mena, Arkansas 
71953 as quickly as possible. 

Should you be interested in serving on the board, you may also 
contact any Board member, All current Board members constitute the 
Nominating Committee and would be able to place your name in 
nomination, 

Those being nominated must accept the nomination in writing. 



Exotic Ambassadors 

Donna Amos never thought about raising exotic felines before she 
started working at Wildlife Safari, in WinstonJ Oregon as a docent, or 
volunteer educator. It was at the Safari that she first met private 
breeders of exotic cats. She started saving money to buy her first catJ 
a serval in 1980. That first purchase sparked an interest in exotic 
.felines that even todayJ continues to grow. 

Currently Donna cares for five servalsJ as well as bobcats, 
caracals, jungle cats, geoffroy cat, snow leopard, Bengals and 
domestics, Bottle raising them allJ she devotes the love and attention 
that these special felines require. 

Donna's breeder servals, Atari and Joko, have sired over 30 
kittens. Locating proper homes for their offspring is a source of pride 
to Donna, Several of her serval kittens are education felines. 

Niki Martin, a USDA licensed exhibitorJ features her serval 
NatashaJ when she speaks to schools and youth groups about ecology and 

, is a first generation daughter out of wildlife conservation. Natasha 
Donna's Atari and Joko. Not all 
servals have the calm, 
controlled disposition to act 
as feline ambassadors, 
especially in front of large 
groups of children, but Natasha 
seems to be in her element when 
mesmorizing and entrancing the 
younger generation, Niki 
believes in "positive messages 
clear factsJ sharing knowledge 
and working together for a 
better future for our furred 
friends". She's pictured here 
at the Fremont Library in 
Mundelein, Ill, 

--. 

Donna is proud of the fact that 
when Wildlife Safari wanted a 
feline for their education and photo 
duties, they choose her bloodline 
to be their serval ambassador. They 
purchased Manta, a younger sister to 
Natasha. She's pictured here next to 
Donna at the Safari's education 
booth, 
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Exotic Ambassadors 
w m t.7- w- lV ff 

Another of Donna's serval offspring is 
Hush, who is now 5 years old. Hush's owner, 
Marvin Hierlimeier is an avid hiker, and 
together they have walked hundreds of 
miles, often making friends for wildlife. 
Marvin also takes Hush into nursing homes; 
brightening lives and sharing with the 
elderly Hush's beauty and grace. Marvin 
says Hush goes boating with him when he's 
fishing and Hush even enjoys swimming. 
.--.- .---. P - ---- - ---- --- --* - - -  - - - -  - -- - - - ----- *- - 

- -. . , 

Donna purchased 
Tillisha the snow 
leopard as a 14 day 
old cub in the spring 
of 1990. Tillisha has 
been invited to 
Wildlife Safari as 
part of their 
wildlife education 
program. Tillisha's 
pictured here with 
Donna, standing next 
to the park's ranger 
Pat. Donna has also 
been asked to bring 
Tillisha to some of 
the Wildlife Safari's 
education outreach 
programs at local 
high schools. 

Natasha' s son, Hoepin, 
is a second generation 
ambassador, who has also 
adjusted to life as a feline 
ambassador. Niki says "I see 
answers in the faces of the 
young people I meet. And the 
students are my hope for a 
better future for all exotics 
and wildlife". He's pictured 
here with Niki Martin at 
Traver School, Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin. 
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Cheetah  resewa at ion Fund 
. I n  t h e  1991 ,  J a n u a r y I F e b r u a r y  i s s u e  of  L I O C ,  we i n f o r m e d  t h e  

membership of  t h e  Chee tah  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Fund, s e t .  up w 5 t h i n  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W i l d e r n e s s  L e a d e r s h i p  F o u n d a t i o n .  L a u r i e  Marker-KrausJ  
c h e e t a h  r e s e a r c h e r ,  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Chee tah  S tudbook Keepe r ,  a n d  h e r  
husband  D a n i e l ,  h a v e  s p e n t  a l m o s t  a  y e a r  i n  Namibia ,  s t u d y i n g  t h e  
c h e e t a h  a n d  have  much t o  r e p o r t ,  

L a u r i e  w r i t e s ,  "We a r e  c o l l z r t i n g  ii t ~ n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  many 
p e o p l e  are  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  ~ l i q h t  c? the c h e e t a h ,  Even f a r m e r s  
a n d  r a n c h e r s  t h a t  h a v e  k i l l e d  many c h = e k i ~ h s  l i s t e ~  a n d  a r e  w i l l i n q  t o  
t h i n k  a b o u t  fa rm management p r a c t i c e s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  need  t o  
e l i m i n a t e  p r e d a t o r s .  A few have  even  said t h e y  have  l e t  c h e e t a h  p a s s  
by  w i t h o u t  k i l l i n g  them s i n c e  t a l k i n g  w i t h  u s .  T h a t  makes u s  f e e l  
good .  

So f a r  w e  have  c o v e r e d  n e a r l y  2 m i l i i o n  a c r e s  i n  o u r  s u r v e y .  We 
a r e  l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  w i l d l i f e  on t h e  f a r m s ,  p r e d a t o r  
p rob lems ,  ( c h e e t a h ,  j a c k a l ,  l y n x  a n d  l e o p a r d ) ,  numbers o f  c a t t l e ,  
numbers o f  w i l d l i f e ,  v e g e t a t i o n ,  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  v a t e r  f o r  w i l d l i f e ,  
what f a r m e r s  do  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  s t o c k ,  haw many c h e e t a h s  t h e y  have  
s h o t ,  c a u g h t  o r  r u n  over!!! R e s i s t a n c e  i s  t h e  name o f  t h e  game h e r e ,  
I f  we come on s t r o n g  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  ways a n d  a t t i t u d e s  d o o r s  would 
c l o s e  one b y  one i n  f r o n t  o f  u s ,  We come i n t o  t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  h o u s e s  
o u t  o f  nowhere a n d  l e a r n  f rom them. And t h e n  we t e l l  them what we know 
a b o u t  t h e  c h e e t a h ,  T h i s  have  worked v e r y  w e l l  a n d  s o  f a r  e a c h  
community t h a t  we h a v e  b e e n  i n  h a s  b e e n  most h o s p i t a b l e  and  h a s  a l m o s t  
a d o p t e d  u s ,  

Today, Sunday,  I am t r y i n g  t o  f i n i s h  up t h e  Chee tah  S tudbook.  The 
computer  b a t t e r i e s  a r e  b e i n g  c h a r g e d  b y  o u r  new f l e x i b l e  s o l a r  p a n e l  
( t h i s  h o u s e  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  e l e c t r i c i t y ) ,  Danny, would you b e l i e v e ,  i s  

w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  S k e i k  Zayed of  t h e  U n i t e d  Arab E h i r a t e s  t o  a s k  him i f  
h e  w i l l  h e l ~  t h e  c h e e t z k s ,  as a l l  o f  h i s  r o y a l  a n c e s t o r s  a lways  k e p t  
many c h e e t a h s  as p e t s .  a n d  were  u s e d  as h u n t i n g  l e o p a r d s ,  Wish u s  l u c k .  
We ' l l  t r y  a n y t h i n q  t o  qet t h i s  e f f o r t  g o i n g  f u l l  b o r e .  Through t h e  
E g y p t i a n  A m b a ~ s a d c r  t o  N a m i b i a ,  w e  a re  now a l s o  w r i t i n g  t o  Omar S h a r i f  
t o  see i f  he WJI-116. b e c r ~ ~ e  a s u p p o r t e r  of  o u r  e f f o r t s  ( t h e  Pha raohs  
a lways  k e p t  chez t zh  -id 2rrr.a~~ i s  E g y p t i a n ) ' '  

P .S .  Here's a n  idea w e  j u s t  came up w i t h ,  F r i t o  Lay h a s  had  C h e s t e r  
Chee tah  on i t s  bag f o r  a w h i l e .  Now t h e y  have  j u s t  come o u t  w i t h  
C h e e t o s  r a w s ,  c h e e s y   racks i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  c h e e t a h  paws.  So we want 
e v e r y o n e  k o  buy a  f ew  bags o f  C h e e t o s  a n d  t e l l  y o u r  f r i e n d s  t o  d o  s o  
t o o ,  Send t h e  b a g s  f rom a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w i t h  t h i s  e n c l o s e d  n o t e  
t o :  M a r k e t i n g  and  P r o m o t i o n s  D i r e c t o r J  F r i t o  Lay,  7701  Legacy D r . )  
P l a n o ,  T3xas 75024. We w i l l  t r y  t o  get t h e  Namibian s c h o o l  k i d s  t o  d o  
i t  t o o ,  as Chee tos  a re  now b e i n g  s o l d  h e r e ,  I f  a n y  of  you have  
c o n t a c t s  w i t h  s c h o o l s  o r  y o u t h  g r o u p s ,  maybe t h e y  would want t o  j o i n  
i n  t h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  h e l p  ra ise  f u n d s  t o o ,  



Dear Chester Cheetah, 

We love your PAWS, but in Namibia hundreds of cheetahs are being 
shot by farmers each year, The Cheetah Preservation Fund has developed 
a permanent base for the conservation of cheetah throughout Africa in 
Namibia. I hope that you can assist the Cheetah Preservation Fund in 
this long-term effort for all your brothers and sinters, 

Even though the cheetah is the fastest and animal on earth, it 
can not out run extinction, I know that you are safe on each bag, but 
other cheetahs are not so lucky! Please help, 

The Cheetah preservation Fund within the International Wilderness 
Leadership Foundation, is a US non-profit organization (501(c)3 number 
23-73897491, 211 West Magnolia, Fork Collins, CO 80521, or in Namibia, 
P.0, Box 247, Windhoek 9000, Iqa~ibia, SW Africa. 

IMPaRTANT NOTICE 
To Advertisers & Purchasers of Endanqered-Species. Any offer for sale 
of an endangered species in this publication is contingent upon the 
conditions set forth in the Endangered Species Act and the acquisition 
of proper permits from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and any 
applicable state and local agencies. For assistance or information, 
call or write: Federal Wildlife Permit Office, 1000 N. Glebe Rd. Room 
611, Arlington, VA. 22201 (703) 235-1903 

Rt3,4 I0 Hattes 
Alvin, Texas 7751 I 

7 1 3 - 9 5 4  I44 voice & fax 24 hr 
A Nowprofit Texas Corporation 

Now planning for placement of s ~ r i o r  leopard &. 
Ekpectcubs avaihle as early as June cr as lab as 
September. P m b  are the- tampwed and far and away 
the healthiest leopards we hew.  Father 1W Ib Ailhn, 
our trained Amhasdor. X o h  95 lb Asian, the most 
handleable auld r n d  iitdige~t female leopard sin- 
Guentqer W T T i  famous aL Applicants must 
have appmpsiate permib and m&. meet our rmpimments. 
Intemskl parties should mbct BvbEus now. 

ExotiCare, catto mt~t-rlonteim, pm.  
Rt3 410 Mattes ( 7 I 3 ) ~ - 4 1 4 4 ~ i c e ~ h f m 2 4 h r  
Alvin, Texas 7751 1 A Non-Pmflt T m s  Corpmtim .-- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
COUGAR FOR ADOPTION 

18 month old male, western cougar needs home with experienced, 
dedicated caretaker. Out of Mercury and Tara cougar, younger 
brother to Cinnabar. Sammy is declawed, friendly and well behaved. 
Fence trained. $600 N.O.A.H. Lynn Culver, Route 6 Box BC56A, Mena, 
Arkansas 71953 (501) 394-5235 



The Afternoon of the Lion 
by BeeJay Lester 

My telephone rang one Saturday afternoon and a voice said, "if 
you want to pet a 400-pound lion, get up here now!" Well, I grabbed 
my camera, all LIOC info and pictures, and hurried to a friend's 
house where in the spacious and jungled backyard was tethered a 
huge, tawny, georgous male lion. His owner Valerie Wurst, is a 125 
pound female who has had the cat since he was 3 months old. He is now 
age four years, neutered and front paws declawed. She has been in the 
Orlando area in Florida for a six-month traininq program with an 
animal trainer to,leash-break her cat. She was enroute to the 
Carolinas and stopped off in Atlantic Beach ,  Florida to visit some 
friends. 

Valerie's large truck was parked i i ?  front of my house, The cat 
had to be untethered and walked on a rzhs-in t o  be put in his circus 
cage inside the truck for the night. Well, t h q  cat balked and would 
not jump up. After two near-escapes and a tug-of-war backwards 
(Valerie was pulled across the road by the lion), we finally got the 
cat inside his cage by pulling his chaj-9 thr~ugh and pushing the cat 
from behind. 

Just seconds later, two police ~fficers arrived and questioned 
us about "a lion loose in the street.'' It so happened that this ' 

author works for the police department but was off that day. The 
cops were dispatched and showed up thinking they w o d d  find a 
ferocious feline running about. I said, "What lion? I don't see any 

loose lions." But we opened up 
the truck, showed them Leo and 
chatted, expaining that the 
owner had all her permits to 
allow her to be here in Florida. 

It was quite exciting for 
me to get to meet one of my 
favorite species of felidae - 
Panthera leo - since I raised 
four cubs for almost a year when 
I worked for Robert Baudy at his 
compound years ago. The lion is 

r f -  >.A. 
such a vocal and responsive 
animal when handraised, The cubs 
knew my voice from a distance 
and would call to me. Each one 
had a distinctive personality. 

Anyway, the owner of Leo is 
no" a new LIOC member and I hope 
she will work with us for the 
benefit of all felines concerned. 

BeeJay Lester with new feline 
friend, Leo, the lion, 



I 

The response rate for the membership questionnaire information 
request has so farJ been disappointingly poor, While the initial 
information gathered has provided some interesting dataJ which can be 
extrapolated to suggest the typical LIOC memberJ it is hardly the type 
of response we would like for a MemberIBreeder Directory. 

You will notice that we have again included another membership 
questionnaire in this issue of the LIOC newsletter. This is for those 
who have not yet responded. We are holding up publishing the directory, 
in an effort to gain additional feline information. Many of the members 
who haven't responded are licensedJ multi-cat species breeders. It is 
you especiallyJ who need to respond, This directory will be distributed 
to the entire LIOC membership and will allow many of the potential 
owners of exotic felines to locate you and begin plans for their future 
exotic feline committment. It may take a little time to complete the 
form and you may need anoEher piece of paper but if LIOC is to be 
effectiveJ it needs the -caoperation and support of its members) 
especially its breeder members. 

I would like to remind you that the MemberIBreeder Directory will 
include an advertising saction. Include a $5.00 checkJ made out to 
LIOCJ and we will publish your business cardJ advertising your 
felinesJ or any services or products you sellJ in a special 
advertising section 03 the LIOC MeinberiBreeder Directory. 

Initial Questionnaire Responses 
So far, 44% of those who responded do not currently own any exotic 

felines. That leaves 48 LIOC members who have so far responded (either 
single members or married couples are counted as just one member 
response) who collectively care for 262 exotic felines. 

The cougar is the most commonly owned feline, followed closely by 
bobcats and servals. 52 cougars are owned by 19 members, 40 bobcats are 
owned by 17 members, and 33 servals are owned by 15 members. About 50% 
of these three feline species are in a breeding situation, 15 lynxes 
belong to six membersJ and six lynx/bobcat hybrids live with three 
members. 14 leopards are cared for by four members. 13 Geoffroy's cats 
belong to six members. 10 caracals are owned by five members. 11 Chaus 
cats live with three members. 12 Bengal hybrids belong to five 
members. Four lions are cared for by two LIOC members. One of the 
problems with such a small sample is how significant a single response 
can be. For exampleJ there are 32 tigers being cared for by only four 
LIOC members. That's why its so important for =to respond! 

Some of the more disturbing findings were that only one breeding 
pair of margayJ and one breeding pair of jaguarundi were counted in 
this initial response groupJ and none of the 3 ocelot counted are in a 
breeding situation. That is a far cry from the roots of this 34 year 
old organization. Only one clouded leopard was counted. This author can 
think of more than half a dozen LIOC membersJ some successful breedersJ 
that have this endangered feline. Of five snow leopards owned by LIOC 
members, only one is in a breeding situationJ and each of the four 
jaguars owned by LIOC members live without mates. 



T h r e e  i s s u e s  a re  on my mind as I w r i t e  t h i s ,  One o r g a n i z a t i o n a l ,  
one  p e r s o n a l y  a n d  one  e x t e r n a l .  F i r s t ,  t h i s  i s  a n  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  a n d  

. t h e r e  a r e  many p o s i t i o n s  open f o r  which t h e r e  i s  no  incumben t .  I would 
l i k e  - t o  e n c o u r a g e  you  t o  get i n v o l v e d  w i t h  b e i n g  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  LIOC 
E x e c u t i v e  Board .  T h e r e ' s  no  p a y ,  b u t  t h e r e ' s  a  l o t  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a t  
h e l p i n g  o t h e r  members. I f  y o u ' v e  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  a n d  t h o u g h t ,  
I know a be t t e r  way t o  d o  t h a t ,  o r  s a i d  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  why d i d n ' t  t h e y  
c a l l  me, I 've  worked o u t  t h a t  p roblem s l r e a d y ,  t h e n  y o u J r e  a p o t e n t i a l  
c a n d i d a t e ,  P o s i t i o n s  f rom P r e s i d e n t  an a r e  open .  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  
s h a r i n g  some of  y o u r  t i m e  t o  make t h i s  a L e t t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Second,  t h i s  i s  w i n t e r .  l r i  M i n n e s ~ k d ,  kna t  means v e r y  c o l d  
t e m p e r a t u r e s .  However, t h i s  y e a r  it has bsez 5amp ( s o  f a r )  r a t h e r  t h a n  
b i t t e r  c o l d .  T h i s  c a n  b r i n q  on resp i ra%a: -y  d i s e a s e s  f o r  a n i m a l s  w i t h o u t  
p r o p e r  p r o t e c t i o n .  Make s u r e  youi* ~ a ~ ~ i i l a t ~ q : ~ ~  a r e  up t o  d a t e  f o r  
R h i n o y  e t c .  t h e  c o s t  o f  v a c c i n a t i o n  i s  n e g l i g a b l e  compared t o  t r e a t m e n t  
o f  r e s p i r a t o r y  d i s e a s e s  o r  t h e  k iear tbredk  a f  l a s i n g  a n  a n i m a l ,  I J v e  
h e a r d  my vet a r g u e  t h a t  my adu1.c cats  d i d n D L  xeed b o o s t e r  s h o t s ,  b u t  
I ' d  r a t h e r  be s a f e  t h a n  s o r r y ,  i l l  t a k ~ n g  t o  h i i n ,  h e  a g r e e s  t h a t  t h e  
r e s i s t a n c e  b u i l t  up  t h r o u g h  t h e  s h c k s  d o e s n B ~ - .  l a s t  Z o r e v e r ,  a n d  t h a t  
t h e  a c t u a l  d u r a t i o n  i s  v e r y  d e p e n d s n t  on t h e  i nd j . v idua1  a n i m a l  ( n o t e :  
n o t  t h e  s p e c i e s ,  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a i i m a l )  . 

T h i r d ,  J a n u a r y  i s  when many new s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  s t a r t  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s .  I would recommend t h a t  eve ryone  g e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e i r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  c h e c k  w h e t h e r  any  a n i m a l  c o n t r o l  o r  a n i m a l  " w e l f a r e "  
b i l l s  a r e  on t h e  d o c k e t ,  B i l l s  a r e  much e a s i e r  t o  d e a l  w i t h  w h i l e  t h e y  
a r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  commi t t ee  s t a g e  t h a n  a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  
f l o o r .  I f  you have  a  p o t e n t i a l  p rob lem,  d e a l  w i t h  i t ,  d o n ' t  r u n  away 
f rom i t .  Most s t a t e s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  anyone  who asks w i t h  c o p i e s  of  
p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t J s  i n  commi t t ee .  

F i n a l l y ,  d o n ' t  ask m e  f o r  supe rbowl  t i cke t s ,  t h e y ' r e  p r o b a b l y  
eas ier  t o  get where  you  l i v e  t h a n  h e r e  i n  Minnesota !  

John  P e r r y  

HOW COME WE HAVEN1?I' HEARD FROM YOU? 
SEND I N  YOUR MEMBERSHIP QUESIONNAIRE TODAY! 



Antibody Response to an Inactivated Vaccine for Rhinotracheitis. 
Caliciviral Diesase, and Panleukopenia in Nondomestic Felids 

Mitchell Bush, DVM; R. Charles Povey. BVSc, PhD; Howard Koonse, MS 

Vaccinations are an important component of a preventive medical 
program in zoological collections. Nondomestic felidae share some of 
the viral diseases of the domestic cat, notably feline panleukopenia 
FPL, feline +iral rhinotracheitis FVR, and feline caliciviral disease 
FCVD. There is uncertainty as to which vaccine, what amount of vaccine 
for the larger felids, and which vaccination program to use. 

Of major concern is the use of modified live virus (MLV) vaccine 
in nondomestic felids. Inactivated vaccines have safety advantages, 
compared to MLV vaccines and are preferred. An inactivated vaccine for 
protection of domestic cats against FVR, FCVD, and FPL has been tested 
for safety and efficacy -against virulent virus challenge in the 
domestic cat and was found*do induce good immunity. The testing of this 
vaccine, (Felo-0-Vax PCT. manufactured by Fort Dodge Laboratories, Fort 
"Dodge, Iowa), in nondomastic-felids is the subject of this report. 

-. . 

The efficacy of an inactivated (killed) vaccine for the prevention 
of feline viral rhinotrachsitis (FVR), feline caliciviral disease 
(FCVD) , and feline panleukopenia KFPL) was tested in 27 nondomestic, 
healthy adult felid-3 from 7 species. The 27 study animals were on 
display at the National Zoological Park. They included 10 lions, 5 
Bengal tigers 4 clouded leopards 2 bobcats 2 servals 2 puma and 2 
jaguars The vaccine was given IM at the standard domestic cat dose in 
19 animals and double this dose in 8 others. The animals were 
vaccinated either 1, 2, or 3 times. 

There was no significant increase of serum-neutralization <SN) 
antibody titers by doubling the vaccine dose or by administering a 3rd 
vaccination. The optimal response could be obtained by using the 
domestic cat vaccination protocol of a single dose given twice, 4 weeks 
apart. The presistence of the SN titers was evaluated 7 to 9 months 
later and found to be satisfactory for FVR, FCVD and FPL. 

CONCLUSIONS 
Caretakers wishing to protect a mature nondomestic feline (over 1 

year of age) of unknown vaccination history, would receive the optimal 
antibody response by administering a single dose of killed vaccine 
twice, 4 weeks apart. Once effectively vaccinated, a yearly booster of 
a single dose, killed vaccine is all that is required to continue the 
proper protection level. 

Immature felines (those under one year of age) are acutely 
susceptible to infectious diseases. This is due in part because the 
neonatal immune systems are still developing. When vaccinating felines 
under 3 months of age the maternal antibodies received by nursing the 
queen's colostrom will interfer with the vaccination efficacy. The 
vaccination protocol for protection from FVR, FCVD and FPL, in immature 
felines is a series of three, single dose, killed vaccines, 
administered 3 to 4 weeks apart, beginning between 6 to 8 weeks of age. 

condenced from the Journal of American Veterinary Medical Association, 
1981 Contributed by Tom Chandler 



FLORIDA PANTHER CAPTIVE BREEDING PROGRAM 

Available Florida panther reproductive and demographic data were 
analyzed by the Captive Breeding Specialists Group of the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature and a Viability Analysis and 
Species Survial Plan was produced. (Seal and Lacy 1989) They reported 
that the wild panther population was in decline a't a rate of 6 - 10% 
per year, with a loss of genetic diversity of 3 - 7% per generation. 
Further, they predicted that-, without intervention in the form of a 
captive breeding program, the subspecies would be extinct within 25 to 
40 years due to genetic and demographic factors. 

There are numerous morphologic indicators to suggest that the 
Florida panther has already experienced a notable degree of inbreeding 
and concomitant genetic loss. These include "kinked tail" and mid- 
thoracic cowlick traits, very low semen quality with an extremely high 
abnormal sperm count, the cryptorchidism, and congenital heart defects. 

All of the above stress the important of moving ahead quickly and 
aggressively with captive breeding efforts. The primary goals of this 
project are to secure in captivity gena'zic representation of all wild, 
founder individuals, to stablize the loss of genetic diversity due to 
inbreeding, and to increase the number of  individuals as a hedge 
against catastrophies. We nave not progressed very well with these 
tasks. In the two years that have lapsed since the decision to proceed 
with the program 13 of 27 (48%) identified wild founders have died. Of 
these 13 animals, only 2 (15.4%) have genetic representation in 
captivity. Therefore, if we can actually get offspring from all of the 
14 remaining founders, we will have representation from only 59% of the 
individuals which were potentially available at the time this project 
was approved for implementation. The projected success and long range 
survival of the panther via captive breeding program was based on the 
premise that we could maintain 90% of the existing diversity found in 
the wild for 100 years. However, due to delays imposed by a lawsuit to 
halt the captive breeding program (Fund for Animals and Holly Jensen 
verses the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service), we are probably already 
well below the 90% level. 

Selection of Zoolocrical Institutions 

Four different zoological institutions have been identified as 
participants in the captive breeding effort: White Oak Plantation, 
Yulee, FL; Miami Metro Zoo, Miami, FL; Lowry Park Zoo, Tampa, FL; and 
Jacksonville Zoo; Jacksonville, FL Before these facillities can receive 
Florida panthers, they must be permitted by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and participate in an investigation of the health and disease 
profile of their felid collection. At this time only White Oak 
Plantation has completed the entire screening process. 

Proposed selection of animals for captive breedincr project 

At the beginning of the 1991 capture season, an assessment of the 
living wild population was made to determine which animals might be 
appropriate candidates for inclusion in the captive breeding program, 
Adults and litters were ranked based on the importance of their lineage 
and the adult's age and previous reproductive history. 



Founder representation of panthers removed from the wild 

Six panther kittens (3 males and 3 females) 6 to 8 months old, 
were brought into captivity in the spring of 1991. All captures went 
smoothly and the kittens were transported directly to White Oak 
Plantation without incident. 

This year's procurement of kittens represents a good start toward 
the ultimate goal of having complete genetic representation for all 
wild founders in the captive breeding program. Removing 7 or more 
kittens per founder would be ideal, however, initially it would be 
prudent to limit the number to insure that the ultimate survival of the 
wild population is not adversly effected. The number of kittens a given 
female contributes can be adjusted once females recycling and 
productivity following kitten removal has been assessed. At present 
securing 3 to 4 offspring per founder should be possible over the next 
few years and would represent 87..5% to 93.8% of all given founders. 
However, these minimal numbers do not allow for individuals which fail 
to breed in captivity or should die before reaching sexual maturity. 

Health status of captivg kittens 

All the kittens rapidly adapted to captivity, some were eating 
within 24 hours of their arrival. None of the animals exhibited the 
exaggerated escape behavior.. nor did they damage their teeth or claws 
as have other wild panthers placed i n  more unnatural settings. The 
average daily weight gain of the captive kittens was comparable to 
similarily aged wild kittens. 

The most serious problem that has been identified in kittens this 
year is congenital heart defects. The daughter of #ll, killed by a car, 
was determined at necropsy to have had a congenital atrial septal 
defect. This kitten was dying of congestive heart failure secondary to 
a congential atrial septal defect at the time. This was the second 
panther known to die with this type of cardiac lesion. 

Also, it was determined that every panther kitten in the captive 
breeding program plus the 2 left in the wild had heart murmurs, varying 
in intensity from mild to severe. Panther kitten #205's murmur was so 
severe it could be felt through the chest wall. A cardiac evaluation of 
this kitten indicates that the tricuspid valve(the heart valve between 
the right atria and right ventricle) is congenitally deformed. Thus, 
blood is forced backwards into the right atria when the heart 
ventricles contract with has resulted in an overloading of the right 
side of her heart causing subsequent enlargement and dilatation. The 
anomaly in this kitten is very severe and the prognosis for long term 
survival is poor. She is currenly in good health but, cardiologists 
predict that within 6 months to 2 years, whe will experience cardiac 
failure and die. It should be noted that she is the result of a 
consanguineous mating, sired by male #l2. He also sired the kitten 
which had the lethal atrial septal defect this spring, and further, 
only 1 of 6 of his other offspring has an audibly normal heart. 

The source of the murmers in the other kittens has not yet been 
resolved. Definitive causes for most cardia deformatives generally have 
not been determined, but because of the documented inbreeding, lowered 
genetic diversity, and the high incidence of these animals in the 
panther populations a genetic basis is suspected. 

1991 Florida Panther BiomedicalStudies, Melody E. Roelke, D.V.M. 



D e a r e s t  Members o f  LIOC, 

I have  r e c e n t l y  w r i t t e n  you  a b o u t  a f e m a l e  b o b c a t  named Aurey.  I 
t o l d  y o u  a b o u t  how Aurey c a m e  f rom a n  a b u s i v e  home a n d  how I w a s  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h a t  a b u s e .  I n  t h i s  letter I 
w i l l  t e l l  you  how a f t e r  a loner s t r u g g l e ,  t h a t  a t t e m p t  f a i l e d .  Al low me 
p l e a s e  t o  set t h e  s c e n e .  1 was i n  Sou th  Dako ta ,  s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e  by 
t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  a n d  s c h e d u l e d  t o  get o u t .  I w a s  moving t o  V i r g i n i a  
where  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  b o b c a t s  as  pet^'^ i s  i l l e g a l  w i t h o u t  a 
special  p e r m i t .  

I n  o r d e r  f o r  m e  t o  k e e p  Aurey i n  V i r g i n i a  a n d  get a p e r m i t  I had  
t o  p r o v e  t h a t  s h e  w a s  a c u d d l y  p e t .  She would have  t o  b e  examined b y  
a v e t e r i n a r i a n  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  r e q u i r e d  t o  h?ve  a f u l l  m e d i c a l  
h i s t o r y ,  which s h e  h a d .  My vet i n  R a p i d  C i t y ,  S . D .  r e q u e s t e d  Aurey b e  
b r o u g h t  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  i n s i d e  a  c a r r y  k e n n e l .  T h i s  w a s  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  
u n p r e d i c t a b l e  b e h a v i o r .  The woman who owned Aurey p r i o r  t o  m e  k e p t  
h e r  i n  a  s m a l l  r a b b i t  h u t c h  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  h e r  t r a i l e r .  T h i s  i s  one 
of  t h e  a b u s e s  Aurey s u f f e r e d  b e c a u s e  i n s i d e  t h i s  box s h e  w a s  n e v e r  
a b l e  t o  s t a n d  o r  s t r e t c h .  T h i s  c a u s e d  Aurey t o  become c l a u s t r o p h o b i c  
i n  e n c l o s e d  p l a c e s  o r  c a r r y  k e n n e l s .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  one f e a r  o f  A u r e y ' s  
I w a s  n e v e r  a b l e  t o  overcome.  

The woman had  s o l d  Aurey t o  a  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  who, w i t h  t h e  a i d  
o f  h i s  n i g h t  s t i ck ,  t r i e d  h i s  hand  a t  l i o n  t a m i n g .  I n  t h e  month h e  
h a d  t h e  c a t  h e  beat t h e  f e a r  o f  p e o p l e  i n t o  t h e  c a t .  S i n c e  Aurey a n d  
I l ived a l o n e  f o r  n i n e  months  I w a s  a b l e  t o  g a i n  h e r  t r u s t  a n d  t o u c h  
Aurey .  I w a s  a b l e  t o  p e t  a n d  p l a y  w i t h  h e r .  I w a s  n e v e r  able t o  p u t  
Aurey i n s i d e  a c a r r y  k e n n e l  w i t h o u t  t h e  b i g g e s t  f i g h t .  I t  w a s  on t h e  
day  t h a t  I had  t o  take Aurey t o  t h e  vet f o r  h e r  p r e - d e p a r t u r e  
p h y s i c a l  t h a t  I made t h e  h a r d e s t  d e c i s i o n  o f  my l i f e .  I was 
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p u t  Aurey i n s i d e  t h e  c a r r y  k e n n e l  f o r  t h e  t r i p  when s h e  
l o s t  a l l  c o n t r o l  o f  h e r s e l f  a n d  e n t e r e d  a s t a t e  of  p u r e  t ramat ic  
s h o c k .  She began s h a k i n g ,  d e f a c a t i n g  a n d  u r i n a t i n g  u n c o n t r o l a b l y .  Her 
e y e s  l o o k e d  l i k e  t h a t  of  a Jew d u r i n g  t h e  H o l u c o s t .  I t  w a s  on t h a t  
d a y ,  November 9 ,  1991 t h a t  I t o o k  Aurey t o  t h e  vet a n d  g a v e  h e r  p e a c e  
Aurey s h a l l  s l e e p  i n  t h e  bosum o f  B a s t  f o r e v e r .  T h i s  c r u e l t y  t h a t  
Aurey had  t o  e n d u r e  spawned a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by  me. 

B e i n g  f a i r l y  new t o  t h e  " e x o t i c  cats as p e t s "  s c e n e ,  I wanted  t o  
know j u s t  what k i n d  o f  s y s t e m  h a d  a l l o w e d  t h i s  t o  happen .  It  was a l l  
t o o  e a s y  f o r  me t o  f i n d  o u t .  Aurey h a d  b e e n  p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  woman a t  
t h e  Chamber la in  E x o t i c  Animal A u c t i o n  i n  Chamber l a in ,  Sou th  Dako ta .  
She a l s o  p u r c h a s e d  a m a l e  b o b c a t  a n d  a f e m a l e  c o u g a r .  I m e t  t h e  woman 
a n d  h e r  cats  h o u s e h u n t i n g ;  s h e  w a s  t h e  manager of  a  t r a i l e r  p a r k .  We 
were  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  c o u g a r s  when s h e  a s k e d  m e  two q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  j u s t  



f l o o r e d  m e .  She asked m e  how large h e r  c o u g a r  would get a n d  what  s h e  
s h o u l d  f e e d  h e r  cats .  But  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  s h e  s a i d  s h e  t o o k  care of 
a l l  t h e i r  vet n e e d s .  To make a s t o r y  s h o r t ,  a l l  h e r  ca t s  h a v e  now 
died. 

Now wou ldn ' t  it be i n  o u r  best i n t e r e s t  t o  i n s u r e  none  o f  o u r  
cats  become f o d d e r  f o r  Animal A u c t i o n s ?  And w h i l e  w e ' r e  a t  i t ,  l e t s  
c l o s e  down t h e s e  a u c t i o n s .  I know t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  woman a b o v e ,  
S o u t h  Dakota  may p u s h  a b i l l  t o  m a k e  t h e  p r i v a t e  owner sh ip  o f  e x o t i c  
f e l i n e s  i l l e g a l ,  as w e l l  as t h e  a u c t i o n s .  T h e r e  a re  some p e o p l e  i n  
Sou th  Dakota  who a re  p u s h i n g  p r e t t y  h a r d .  I n  c l o s i n g ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  
l e t  what  happened t o  t h e s e  t h r e e  ca ts  nappen t o  y o u r  k i t t e n s .  I a m  
a l s o  l o o k i n g  t o  g i v e  a c o u g a r ,  o r  caracal k i t t e n  a v e r y  good home. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

19 L i t t l e  Creek  Ln. F r e d e r i c k s b u r g ,  VA. 22405 703-371-2769 

E d i t o r s  Comment: A u c t i o n s  are  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m e d  a n d  
e x p e r i e n c e d  d e a l e r s  who a l r e a d y  know t h e  husbandry  n e e d s  o f  t h e  
s p e c i e s  a n d  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s i g n s  and s i g n a l s  of  t r o u b l e .  F o r  t h e s e  
p e o p l e ,  a u c t i o n s  a r e  a n e c e s s a r y  means o f  t r a d i n g  a v a r i e t y  of s t o c k  
i n  a c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n .  I f  p r i v a t e  owner sh ip  of  e x o t i c  a n i m a l s  i s  t o  
b e  legal  a n d  p o s s i b l e ,  t h a n  t r a d e  must  a l s o  b e  l e g a l .  Nov ices  have  no  
b u s i n e s s  p a t r o n i z i n g  a u c t i o n s .  One i s  much w i s e r  t o  p u r c h a s e  f rom a 
l i c e n s e d  U . S . D . A .  b r e e d e r .  G e t  r e f e r e n c e s ,  v e r i f y  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  
r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  b r e e d e r  a n d  h i s / h e r  f e l i n e s  b e f o r e  you  a d o p t !  

Dear LIOC members, 

My name i s  Lon Grassman.  I a m  a  zoo loqy  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  - - 
of  ~ e o r g i a .  My i n t e r e s t  l i e  w i t h  w i l d  ca ts ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  e c o l o g y  
s t u d i e s .  A t  p r e s e n t  I a m  c o m p i l i n g  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f e l i d  s k u l l s .  I 
would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  o f  breeders a n d  c o l l e c t o r s  who a re  n o t  t o  
s e n t i m e n t a l  a b o u t  t h e i r  f e l i n e s ,  t h a t  when t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e  a f e l i n e  
d e a t h ,  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  s e n d i n g  
m e  t h e i r  f e l i n e ' s  h e a d .  The 
s k u l l  n e e d  n o t  be c l e a n e d ,  
a n d  I d o  n o t  need  a n y  b o b c a t  
o r  h y b r i d  f e l i n e  s k u l l s .  I 
w i l l  g l a d l y  pay f o r  p o s t a g e  Lon I. Grassman, Jr. 
a n d  a n y  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s  Student of Zoology 
i n c u r r e d .  g hank y o u  v e r y  Wild F d d  Emphasis 
much . 

660 East Carnous Rd. 
Lon Grassman,  Jr. 
660 E a s t  Campus Rd. 
A t h e n s ,  GA. 30605 

Apt. *66 
Athens, GA 30605 (404) 549-6473 

Ib 
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Note from a Novice 
By George Stowers I 

My wife and I are both life long cat people. Although we both 
had dogs- in our homes while growing up, we prefer the more 
independent disposition of cats. In late 1990 we decided we would 
like to have an animal somewhat larger than a domestic cat around the 
house. Following conventional wisdom on the matter we briefly 
considered the usual assortment of medium to large dogs. Collies, 
Irish Setters, Golden Retrievers, and Irish Wolf Hounds were all 
examined and found to be unsuitable. Next we decided to try and find 
a larger than average breed of dome.stic cat. Several trips to the 
state library, examination of ads in CATS and CAT FANCY magazines, 
and letters to experts on domestic cats convinced us that even the 
most robust domestic was smaller than we were looking for. Then we 
saw an ad for the LIOC listed under Exotic/Experimental in CAT FANCY. 
Hnmumnmnu~uwnm. . . now there was a thought. 

A letter to the address given in the ad produced a quick 
response from Barbara Wilton who offered several options and 
suggested we talk with Karen Jesseaume. Karen provided additional 
helpful information and suggested we talk with A1 Forges. A quick 
phone call to A1 resulted in an i~nvitation to his home in Stoughton, 
MA. A1 spent several hours talking wi'th us about exotics. He 
described the various types of cats, the basic differences between 1 

exotics and domestics, and special licenses/permits that are needed 
in most states. We also discussed the need for a proper diet, special 
precautions to take when dealing with veterinary care and a wealth of 
other useful information. Then he took us out and introduced us to 
his cats. . . Al's bobcats were interesting, but our close up visit 
with his pair of snow leopards was, as my daughter says, awesome! 
Before we left A1 suggested that a serval might be what we were 
looking for and suggested we contact Scarlett Bellingham, and Fred 
Boyajian as potential sources. A1 also urged us to join LIOC. 

During the next several months we joined the LIOC, contacted 
Fred and Scarlet and applied for the necessary permits. In July I 
visited Fred Boyajian and his cats while in Atlanta on business. At 
Fred's I met my first: serval, ocelot, caracal and geoffroy's. Fred 
also provided me with my first hands-on experience with exotics. When 
his 25 pound ocelot jumped into my arms and began nibbling playfully 
on my left bicept, any remining doubts about owning an exotic 
evaporated. Later, over dinner, Fred and I spent several hours 
talking about his cats and the proper care of exotics. 

In late August Scarlett Bellingham called to tell me she had a 
serval kitten available and asked if I was interested? In mid 
September my family and I drove to Logan Airport in Boston to pick up 
Max. Understandingly excited from the flight and the sudden change in 
surroundings, Max was a small, quaking, hissing, bundle of energy 
when we got home. My wife and I stayed up with him until he quieted 
down and we all dropped off to sleep in the wee hours of the next 
morning. An extensive list of information was sent with Max 



concerning proper diet, vaccination schedule, and tips on general 
care. During the next few weeks Scarlett provided a tremendous amount 
of assistance, calling several times to see how we were doing and 
answering any questions we had. 

Max is now 14 weeks old, weighs 8 pounds, and is gaining just 
over half a pound a week. Aggressively playful as only a kitten can 
be, he is just beginning to understand what NO1 and DON'T BITE! mean. 
He'has responded well to litter training and enjoys free rein of our 
home. Max is all we had hoped he would be. . . and more! My family 
and I would like to thank the LIOC, and all those who gave so freely 
of their time and knowledge. "four efforts ara turely appreciated. 

Maine is currently cons.iflerrin~-new requlations pertaining to 
private owenrship of wild anXmals ..and has expressed an interest in 
receiving input from permit-t'ees within the state. I am working with 
Katie Knight-Monteiro to p=oGide s-ome sensible recommendations. I am 
also attempting to help make the L I O C  more visible by uploading 
information about exotic cats "and the LIOC into the Pet SIG (section) 
of the Compuserve Information Service. Lynn Culver and Katie are 
helping me with this effort. Keep UP the good work! 

THE FAR SIDE 8y ~ o r y  'aim rrd By DAN PfRARO, 
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To Nevo and Tiva 
By Jack Spiers 

Gwen, o u r  t h r e e  y e a r  o l d  G e o f f r o y ' s  queen  gave b i r t h  on J u l y  1 2  t o  
t w i n  k i t t e n s ,  t h e  m a l e  w e i g h i n g  4 1 / 2  o u n c e s ,  a n d  t h e  f e m a l e  w e i g h i n g  
3 1/2 o u n c e s .  S i n c e  Gwen was believed t o  h a v e  b e e n  w i l d  c a u g h t  a n d  
h a d  e a t e n  a l i t t e r  of k i t t e n s  b o r n  i n  March, w e  t o o k  t h e s e  k i t t e n s  a t  
twen ty - fou r  h o u r s  o l d  t o  be b o t t l e  fed. ' 

A l l  went w e l l  u n t i l  t h e  f o u r t h  d a y .  The k i t t e n s  h a d  made good w e i g h t  
g a i n s  when s u d d e n l y  T i p a ,  t h e  f e m a l e ,  went i n t o  t h e  waning syndrome,  
r e f u s i n g  h e r  b o t t l e  e n t i r e l y .  H e r  b r e a t h i n g  became r a p i d ,  s h a l l o w ,  
a n d  i r r e g u l a r .  I knew s h e  w a s  d y i n g .  I had  read t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  
t o  d o  f o r  t h i s  ma laday ,  buc  b e l i e v i n g -  t h a t  d o i n g  some th ing  i s  u s u a l l y  
b e t t e r  t h a n  d o i n g  n o t h i n g ,  I i n j e c t e d  s o b c u t a n e o u s l y  s i x  c c ' s  of  
s t e r i l e  w a t e r ,  e l e c t r o l y t e s ,  g r a n u l a t e d  w h i t e  s u g a r ,  a n d  a s m a l l  
amount of  a n t i b i o t i c s .  T h r e e  h o u r s  l a t e r  T ipd  t o o k  h e r  b o t t l e .  She 
h a s  n e v e r  h a d  a n o t h e r  d roopy  moment, My w i f e ,  B i l l i e  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  
s u g a r  must have  m a d e  h e r  h y p e r .  

T i p a  comes on t o  s t r a n g e r s  j u s t  a b i t  g i n g e r l y  a t  t i m e s ,  b u t  h e r  
b r o t h e r  Nepo h a s  n e v e r  m e t  a s t r a n g e r .  Nepo l i v e s  w i t h  Donna Amos o u t  
i n  Oregon now. I s u r e  w a s  p r o u d  o f  him when Donna t o l d  me t h a t  upon 
a r r i v a l  h e  p r o m p t l y  hopped oat o f  h i s  k e n n e l  arid o n t o  h e r  s h o u l d e r  
f o r  a b i t  o f  l o v i n g .  H i  DOMA: P l e a s e  s a y ,  I1Pcita p a t a "  t o  Nepo f o r  
m e .  You know what i t  means.  

We w i l l  b e  a d d i n g  t h r e e  young m a t u r e  f e m a l e s  t o  o u r  b r e e d i n g  program 
n e x t  month.  They a re  s c h e d u l e d  t o  a r r i v e  f rom Ravensdam Zoo L i m i t e d  
i n  England  t h e  w e e k  of  J a n u a r y  6 ,  1 9 9 2 .  W e  e x p e c t  them t o  l i k e  o u r  
b i g  m a l e  of  t w e l v e  t o  f o u r t e e n  p o u n d s ,  Lance .  M r .  Pepe  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  
t h e s e  q u e e n s  are  o c h r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  g r e y ,  which  i s  t h e  c o l o r  w e  
p r e f e r  . --- - rn 

We w i l l  be a d d i n g  h e a t  a n d  l i g h t  
t o  t h e  G e o f f r o y ' s  cats '  l i v i n g  
q u a r t e r s  d u r i n g  J a n u a r y  i n  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  t h e  queens  i n t o  
e s t r u s .  T h i s  w i l l  have  b e e n  
p r e c e e d e d  b y  t h r e e  c o o l  months o f  
l a r g e  f e e d i n g s  on f r e s h  f r o z e n  
r e d  mea t s  f rom r o a d - k i l l e d  deer 
a n d  f a r m  c a t t l e  f a t a l i t i e s  a t  
c a l v i n g  t i m e .  Our cats s p o i l e d  t o  
t h i s  t y p e  of  m e a t  a l l  b u t  r e f u s e  
t h e  s t o r e  bough t  m e a t s ,  a n d  I 
s u s p e c t  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e y  s m e l l  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i v e s .  I 
W e  a r e  making p l a n s  t o  i m p o r t  a 
few G e o f f r o y ' s  f rom B o l i v i a  t h i s  
summer. We t r u s t  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  1 - 

enhance  t h e  v e r y  l i m i t e d  g e n e  
p o o l  w i t h  which we now work. Nepo 4 1/2 months ,  5 pounds 
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As we reported last issue, Chiquita jaguar died August 8th, at 
fourteen years of age. Her caretaker, J.B. Anderson, has provided 
the following information in hopes it may help others. 

Chiquita had been healthy throughout her life. Prior to the 
arrival of her mate, she bad been on Ovaban for approximately two 
years. During the early part-of July she developed a vaginal discharge 
tinged with blood. Smears w o r e  -ken without conclusive results. She 
was put on a broad-spectrum .antib.to.t.ic (Vatril) and although the 
discharge abated, her appetite decreased. Since she was not eating 
she was not getting her medicati~~ and the discharge reappeared. Her 
attitude was great and in all,other respects she appeared a healthy 
cat. 

In order to better diagnose and treat Chiquita, J.B. and his 
vet consulted with the St. Louis Zoo and the Florida University 
Veterinary School for dosacies for tranquilizing her so that she could 
be transported to the University of.,Missouri-Columbia Teaching Vet- 
erinary Hospital. -1.B. held Chiqyit'a 3.s the tranquilizer was admin- 
istered (Telazol). She was ?laced pn oxygen and IV fluids in -a ' 

specially constructed crate for the lengthy ride. She never came out 
of the anesthesia and was pronounced dead on arrival at the hospital. 
J.B. was spared making a rough decision as the necropsy findings 
were: "adenocardinoma, uterus, with peritoneal carcinomatosis, 
pyometra" . 

Several factors could have been contributing. J.B. stresses that 
Chiquita was handled every day of her life, and of course was calm 
when the anesthesia was administered whereas most "zoo" cats, unused 
to handling are in an excited state when they are tranquilized. 
Dosages are calculated to take into consideration the adrenalin output 
and this is one reason highly excited animals take longer to go down 
and come up sooner than expected. Also, one of Chiquita's adrenal 
glands was totally atroohied and the other surrounded by tumors. This 
of course was unknown until the necropsy. It is of great consolation 
to J.B. that Chiquita's last memories were of being held in his arms. 

Chiquita as bred by Robert Baudy out of Macho & Babe and raised 
by Gladys Lewis. She has been featured throughout her life in the 
Newsletter and portrayed in a limited edition print by Charles Frace' 
entitled "First Light". J.B. reports that Pepet, her mate, is 
still calling for her and of course the Andersons miss her greatly. 
Chiquita's skull was donated to the University of Missouri Biology 
Department and her pelt will be used in teaching conservation and 
ecology. Chiquita though gone, will continue being an inspiration 
through the artwork she graces and the students who will learn more 
about these amazing animals through her. 

The picture on the back cover is a limited edition, mixed media 
of Chiquita by Myrna Peterson entitled J.B.'s Chiquita. 



J . B . ' s  Chiquita. mixed media paintinq by Myrna Peterson 

The sun created the jaguar to be his representative on earth. He gave 
him the yellow coat of his power and he gave the voice of thunder which 
is the voice of God. -- Tucano Amazon Indian Myth 

The Arawak Indians say that "everything has jaguar", a feeling 
that seems to be the root of the man-jaguar transformation rituals 
still performed today. It is the jaguarness that the shaman (tribal 
medicine man) must master, and this is why he must become a jaguar 
himself. In a sense, the person who "becomes" a jaguar is a man shorn 
of his cultural restrictions. His alter ego is free to act out his 
deepest desires and fears. Thus man borrows, for a time, the jaguar's 
power. By mastering the jaguar's ambivalent power, the shaman can 
orient the energy into channels which will prevent harm to others - or 
bring it on. from Kincrdom of Cats, National Wildlife Federation 


