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Coogie 

Photo by Robert Bell 1995 

M y  name is Coogie Woodruff. Yes, m y  
name is just "Coogie." I am a 127 
pound Cougar and I live w i th  m y  
parents Richard and Ann Woodruff. 
When they adopted me at the kitten 
age of three weeks, they were so 
excited. You would have thought they 
had never seen a little spotted ball o f  
fluff with sparkling blue eyes before. 

They preceded t o  search, high and low, 
for just the right name for me. Exotic 
names, which easily rolled of f  the 
tongue were tried and quickly tossed 
aside. They did not suit m y  sweet, 
gentle personality. Since it is 
impossible to  call a Cougar "Tiger," or 
a short haired feline "Fluffy," the 
Woodru f fs  were  really ge t t ing  
desperate. Friends were implored t o  
help name the kitty. NO, the name 
'Ki t ty"  was never considered. 

I had been living with m y  family about 
t w o  weeks when I became really sick. 
I refused to  eat and could hardly walk. 
I would wobble across the room and 
run into the furniture. Ann and Richard 
thought they were going to  lose me. A 
call was quickly put through to  the vet, 
never mind that it was Thanksgiving 
Day. They bundled me in a warm towel  
and rushed me to  Dr. Webberfs office. 

M y  friend Dr. Webber is very understanding when it comes t o  Cougars like me 'cause 
he is the parent o f  a female bobcat. He gave me a couple of shots and told m y  family 
t o  watch me closely, and believe me, Richard never took his eyes of f  me. He even 
slept beside m y  cage at night. We bonded. 

I slowly regained my strength and once again began to  chase Miss Ann and play hide 
and seek. I also, started t o  chew up all the furniture, the drapes and every electrical 
cord in the house. Perhaps, the name Home Wrecker would have been appropriate. 
But, the name "Coogie" stuck. 

I am, now happy and healthy, and I share the Woodruff's home with t w o  household 
cats, named Christian and Brando, and a dog named Charlie. Signed, COOGIE 
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Of Ocelots & Pineapples 

By Jean Mackay 

It seems that Thomas Ocelot Mackay 
may or may not have strange eating habits. 
What ocelot likes coffee, whipped cream, corn 
husks and pineapple tops? Thomas now weighs 
slightly over 50 pounds. He's almost three years 
old at this writing. If you look closely, you will 
see that his nose is not quite as broad as most 
ocelots we know because of the presence of 
some black pigment on each side that blends 
right in with is fur. 

Everyone in the family likes to lick the 
whipped cream beaters and bowl, with my 
husband Stuart and Thomas sometimes working 
simultaneously on a single beater. T.O.M. is 
very fond of the fillings of choclate eclairs and 
will often with great self-assurance, step up into 
Stuart's lap and remove the filling from his 
eclair. 

But the really fantastic sight is the 
reaction of T.O.M. to pineapple in any form. He 
will immediately push his head as far down as 
he can into a glass that has had pineapple juice 

in it. For a chunk of pineapple on the floor, he 
will roll and writhe in absolute ecstacy, while 
attempting to smear as much of the juice as 
possible on the back of his head and neck. He is 
a remarkable clean and odor-free animal who 
washes himself daily, but the matting of 
pineapple syrup is moved.. . .he always winds up 
smelling like a giant pineapple for a week. We 
have given him catnip in fresh form, which he 
merely devours like any other grass or plant, but 
it is pineapple that really elicits bizarre 
performances. When we are tired of smelling 
this ambulatory pineapple, we let him frisk in a 
filled bathtub for a while, which in itself is quite 
a project. He is a five towel cat when it comes 
to drying off and mopping up the bathroom. 

Reprinted from Volume 11, Number 4, Jan. 
1967 

Helpful Hint - when you need to administer 
medication by pill, try coating the tablets with 
paraffin (unscented candle wax). The pill can 
then be hidden in any food (a favored tidbit is 
best). The wax prevents the tablet from 
disoloving and your cat can't taste it. A further 
coating of butter will help. Large pills should be 
broken into small pieces before coating. Thanks 
to Katie at Exoticare for this helpful tidbit. 

No Beasts For Boxer 

Mike Tyson, the heavyweight boxing 
champ wants to keep two tiger cubs and a baby 
(for now anyway) lion on his estate. But a 
Southington, Ohio Township zoning inspector 
denied him permission to build a pen for the 
animals, saying zoning laws prohibit dangerous 
pets in residential neighborhoods. A tiger cub is 
believed to be aleady on the estate according to 
newspaper reports. Tyson filed an appeal to the 
zoning decision. 

Contributed by Jean Hamil, 
Reprinted from the Houston Chronicle 
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A Disastrous Cheetah Re-introduction 
An attempt to re-introduce captive-bred 

cheetahs into the Mthethomusha Game Reserve 
in South Africa turned into a disaster. 

The report which follows was published 
in the International Cheetah Studbook 1993: 

The reserve, in eastern Transvaal and 
adjoining Kruger National Park, has had much 
game introduced including 17 elephant, 230 
buffalo, 20 rhino, six lions and approximately 6 
leopards, and is looked upon as a tourist site. 

The cheetah were introduced for two 
reasons: 1) to perform the ecological role as 
large carnivores in the reserve. There is a male 
in the reserve and it was anticipated that these 
females would breed with him and thus increase 
the population. 

2) To improve game sightings of the 
cheetahs in the reserve, as a tourist operation is 
run from Bongani Mountain Lodge within the 
reserve. 

Two female cheetahs were obtained from 
Kapama Cheetah Centre in Hoedspruit, South 
Africa and held in a boma in the reserve for 
eight weeks. These animals were sisters and 
about two years old. They had been captively 
bred and raised, but were not hand-raised or 
tame. They were very accustomed to people. 

Both animals were fitted with 
transmitting devices which were placed in the 
stomach lining by Prof. Meltzer of 
Onderstepoort Veterinary Facility, University of 
Petoria. 

Both animals were released on May 14, 
1994. On release they were very cautious but 
attempted to stalk and chase a herd of impala 
without success. They were closely monitored 
for two days during which it was observed they 
stayed together. If they became separated they 
called to each other until they found each other 
and licked each other in greeting. When they 
were out in the bushveld they appeared nervous 
and reacted to all sounds they heard. Being 
captive-bred and raised, they were unable to 
select suitable habitat and stayed in dense brush. 
They made a few attempts to catch impala but 

due to inexperience were unsuccessful. They 
were also observed attempting to catch 
unsuitable prey species, such as nyala bulls in 
very thick vegetation on steep gradients. 

They finally settled into the section of 
the reserve bordering Kruger National Park - 
mainly as they had found a good source of 
water. The exhibited typical behavior by 
selecting some termite mounds to rest up. They 
did not catch any prey and had to be fed weekly. 
They were also observed trying to catch lizards 
and were extremely hungry. During this time 
they lost condition and appeared stressed. One 
female injured her right front leg, presumably 
while chasing potential prey - this was not a 
serious injury and did not hamper her 
movements. 

During the time that they were in the 
reserve the sightings were excellent. This was 
mainly due to the lack of fear of people and 
their familiarity with vehicles. They often came 
very close to the vehicles in search of food. This 
was often distressing for the guests, who could 
see how hungry the animals were, and for the 
cheetahs who did not get food. It was policy not 
to feed the cheetahs when guests were present. 

On May 31st, Ranger Elvis Cibi tracked 
the two while on a morning game drive. At 
0835 he found the remains of one female. It 
appeared she had been killed and eaten by 

hyenas. There were extensive spoor of more 
than one hyena at the site and it is known that 
there is a hyena den in close proximity. The 
transmitter was retrieved (it had been chewed by 
the hyenas) and the remains of the carcass 
removed. 

This is an unfortunate incident because 
both cheetahs were valuable to the reserve - 
particularly in terms of game sightings for the 
guests. It is suspected that the cheetah wrongly 
assumed that the hyenas were a potential prey 
species, i.e. they could hunt them, or both 
cheetah were caught unaware at night and were 
attacked by a group of hyenas. As cheetah are 
diurnal, their night vision is not exceptional and 
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Cheetah Re-Introduction.. . .continued 
they ae vulnerable to attach by nocturnal 
animals. 

Both these animals were totally 
inexperienced when released and highly 
dependent on us for a supply of food. During 
the two-week period in the reserve, their 
inexperience due to being captive animals all 
their lives, was clearly visible in their habitat 
and prey selection. They were open targets for 
a host of species and it was the first time that 
they were in the wild and having to fend for 
themselves. 

In addition, most of Mthethomusha is 
unfavorable habitat for cheetah, having dense 
vegetation, rough terrain and limited water 
points. Of the limited open space that cheetah 
favor, that are available on the reserve, there is 
the potential for competition with other species 
such as lion and the resident male cheetah. 

On June 4th, 1994, the remaining female 
cheetah was seen close to the main entrance gate 
of the reserve. She was extremely hungry and 
stayed close to the Ranger Gate Post. She was 
nervous and continued calling for her sister. Due 
to the risk of her escaping from the reserve 
when the gates were opened, it was decided to 
try to lure her back into the reserve, using meat 
as bait. This was unsuccessful. 

A capture box and impala meat were 
stationed at the gate in the early morning of the 
next day. The cheetah had been scared away 
from the gate by a troop of baboons but had 
moved to the vicinity of the fence bordering the 
Kruger National Park. She was lured into the 
box with relative ease using impala meat.. She 
appeared in poor condition - looking thin and 
dusty. 

She was released into the boma without 
incident and was there for three days. During 
this time she was fed 4 kg of buffalo meat per 
day by one person and no game drive vehicles 
were allowed near the boma. Staff of the 
Kapama Cheetah Centre came to fetch her. It 
was reported she is recovering well and is in 
good health. 

Although cheetah re-introduction into the 
Mthethemusha Game Reserve was not a success 

it did give some valuable information. It appears 
that female cheetahs do not adjust well into the 
wild if they have been captive bred and raised. 
It has been suggested that a better approach to 
getting cheetah back into the reserve would be to 
introduce animals that have been captured in the 
wild and know how to fend for themselves. 

By Michele Ferguson 

Report Targets 
Wasteful Programs 

A coalition of environmental groups and 
taxpayer organizations is protesting that too 
many federal programs, including the USDA's 
Animal Damage Control (ADC) program, are 
'economically wasteful and environmentally 
damaging. " In all, 47 programs are highlighted 
in Green Scissors '96, a report that 
recommends cuts in these programs to save 
taxpayers $39 billion. 

The ADC program, indiscriminately 
destroys wildlife, supposedly to minimize 
predators' damage to livestock. ADC agents kill 
thousands of mountain lions, wolves, coyotes, 
bobcats and other predators each year with traps, 
snares, poisons and aerial gunning. 

Originally established by Congress in 
1931, the ADC program has undergone little 
reform since then. "The program needs to be 
radically reformed, but not completely 
eliminated," comments Susan Hagood of the 
Humane Society of the U. S., conceding that 
"agricultural producers need somewhere to turn 
to solve their problems; otherwise, they will 
trap, shoot and poison wildlife illegally. " 

Congress has appropriated $36 million 
for the ADC program for 1996. 

Reprinted from Animals 
Contributed by Jean Hamil 
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Geology 101: 
An Introduction 

By Chuck Smith 
West Columbia, S.C. 

Most zookepers that I know take great 
pride in their exhibits. Yet they're constantly 
looking out for ways to make improvements, 
whether that means a little touch-up here and 
there or perhaps even a major overhaul. The 
prospect of completely gutting an exhibit and 
starting over from scratch, however, especially 
when it entails artificial~rockwork, can be an 
intimidating prospect. It doesn't have to be 
though. Making good looking artificial concrete 
rocks is not a science, it's simply a matter of a 
little practice and a little learned technique. Over 
the years I've gathered the tips provided here; 
both observing the work of others, as well as my 
own trial-and-error experience (admittedly with 
more than my share of errors!). 

Making the Form 

There are three important factors to 
consider when trying to create a believable 
rock.. .shape, texture, and color. With regard to 
shape, it is probably easiest to follow an 
example taken straight from nature. Go for a 
walk around the zoo grounds or similar setting, 
look at how the rocks fit into the surroundings, 
where plants grow around them or even from 
cracks within them, and then pick out a few of 
the more interesting examples. With you exhibit 
dimensions in hand, measure those that interest 
you to see how a similar fabricated rock might 
fit into your exhibit. 

Once you've decided upon one or more 
rocks to replicate, it is time to make a form. 
One of the best materials for concrete rock 
forms is diamond mesh or expanded metal lathe. 
This material is available in 4'x8' (1.2m x 2.4m) 
and 2'x8' (.6m x2.4m) sheets and is normally 
used in applying stucco to the exterior of 

Rockwork 

buildings, however, it works equally well for 
fabricating concrete rocks. Unlike other types of 
wire mesh, such as hardware cloth, expanded 
metal lathe can be formed easily. It holds its 
shape well and is very inexpensive. The only 
drawback is that the cut edges are extremely 
sharp, so be sure to wear a pair of good leather 
gloves when working with it. 

The expanded lathe can actually be 
formed using rocks that you've selected by 
carefully (to avoid damaging the rock or 
vegetation) "pounding" the mesh into shape over 
the rock using a rubber mallet. After you're 
satisfied with the form's shape, planting pockets 
can be added by bending small depresisons into 
the mesh. Larger planting pockets can be made 
by cutting out areas of mesh, then wiring a mesh 
"basket" into the opening. 

Installing the Form 

Several different techniques are used for 
readying the form for the application of 
concrete. Which technique to use depends 
'primarily on the size of the rockwork to be 
constructed and how permanent it will be. 

For medium-sized rockwork jobs (such 
as waterfalls or rock wall using several or 
separate forms placed together) the forms should 
be permanently attached to the exhibit wall 
and/or floor. Start with the form closest the 
exhibit floor and secure it in place using a 
generous number of fasteners appropriate for the 
material usedin the construction of the exhibit. 
For example, with a concrete or cement block 
exhibit wall use cement screws backed by 
"fender" washers for attaching the forms. Work 
your way up from the lowest to the highest form 
making sure all are firmly in place. If necessary, 
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Rockwork.. . .continued 
fill in any gaps between the forms by wiring in 
small sections of mesh. 

Smaller installations, such as one or two 
concrete rocks in a rear-serviced exhibit, can be 
either removable or permanent. If the installation 
will be permanent, then use the technique 
described above. However, if you like the idea 
of being able to switch the rockwork in and out 
of the exhibit (or even between exhibits), then 
it's possible to construct the rockwork in such a 
way that it can be removed at a later date. To do 
this, a plywood mock-up of that part of the 
exhibit where the rockwork will be located needs 
to be made. 

As an illustration, imagine that you wish 
to create a rock to hide the rear corner of a 
small exhibit, but rather than simply having a 
rock placed in the corner (where animals can 
hide behind it), you want the rock to blend into 
the exhibit wall. In this case, a corner is 
constructed out of plywood slightly larger than 
the rock will be. The form is then temporarily 
tacked onto the plywood comer. Note that you 
only need a mock-up of those sections that the 
rockwork will contact. That means for this 
example only three sections are needed (side, 
back and bottom). For a rock resting on the 
floor you would use only one section of plywood 
(bottom). 

In addition to avoiding damage to the 
exhibit, a plywood mock-up also helps endsure 
that all the angles of the rockwork that will 
contact the exhibit are correct, as well as helping 
support the form during the application of 
concrete. After the rockwork is completre, it is 
simply detached from the mock-up, moved to 
the exhibit and sealed in place using clear 
silicon. 

Applying the First Coat of Concrete 

After the form (or forms) is securely 
fastened to either the exhibit or a plywood 
mock-up, it is ready for the first coat of 
concrete. I have found Portland cement to be the 
best choice for this type work. Water is added to 
the dry concrete until it is roughly the 

consistency of loose bread dough. It should not 
be so watery that it falls through the mesh form, 
nor should it be so dry that it crumbles. After 
it's mixed, the concrete can be applied using 
either a trowel or the preferred alternative, your 
hands. If you do use your hand, make sure to 
wear heavy latex gloves. Also, be sure to mix 
enough concrete so that you do not have to stop 
in the middle of the job to mix another batch. 

On the first coat don't worry too much 
about appearances, simply try to cover the form 
evenly with a 314 inch layer of concrete.(If you 
are constructing a rock wall or waterfall, 
complete the lower rocks first and then cover 
them with plastic. Once hardened, the completed 
rocks will help support the forms above them.) 
Work the concrete into the spaces of the 
expanded mesh. Also, coat the inside of any 
planting pockets. After the form has been 
completely covered, allow the concrete $0 set. 
The setting time will vary with humidity and 
temperature, but as a guideline, before applying 
the second coat you'll want the concrete to be 
hard enough so that you cannot press your finger 
into it, yet you can still chip it with the tip of a 
screwdriver. Once this hardness is attained, a 
112 inch second coat is applied paying special 
attention to those areas that did not receive 
enough concrete during the first coat. As this 
second coat will be the final coat and the one 
that is textured, decide beforehand how you will 
go about creating the texture you desire. Some 
ideas for this are provided below. 

Texturing the Concrete 

Numerous techniques can be used to 
give the second coat of concrete a convincing 
rock-like appearance. Professional exhibit 
makers often use crumpled heavy guage tin foil 
pressed into the damp concreat to create texture. 
Others use knives and trowels to carve the 
concrete. An alternative method that works quite 
well involves tossing handfulls of dry concrete 
powder at the damp second coat, creating high 
spots, bumps and ridges. Be sure to use a dust 
mask when doing this! Once the shape looks 
satisfactory, lightly mist the concrete powder 



LIOC Endangered Species Conservation Federation, Inc. 
Volume 40, Issue 4 - July/August. 1996 9 

Rockwork.. . . . . .continued 
using a spray bottle being careful not to saturate 
the dry concrete because it will begin to run. 

Before this misted coat has hardened, 
cracks, crevices, flakes and other irregularities 
can be created by chipping away at it with the 
tip of a screwdriver or cement trowel. Once the 
concrete is completely hardened (overnight to 
several days) use a chisel and hammer to further 
chip away at the surface. 

A similar technique involves using a 
mixture of sand, soil and gravel to toss at the 
damp concrete. Some of the material will stick, 
some will fall off and some will create 
interesting depressions. When the concrete has 
hardened, a stiff wire brush can be used to 
remove loose material as well as give the 
concrete a weathered appearance. 

The bottom line in creating texture is 
don't be afraid to experiment. Try going over 
the damp second coat with a dry sponge, paint 
roller, or anything else you may find lying 
around the workshop. You can even make 
realistic impressions in the concrete by pressing 
smaller rocks into it. Use your imagination! 

Coloring the Rockwork 

One of the more difficult tasks in 
making natural-appearing rocks is recreating the 
color. Color can be added by using a 
combination of cement dyes and stains. Dyes are 
available in powder form and are mixed with the 
dry concrete before adding water. Stains are 
available as a liquid and are applied much like 
paint after the concrete has hardened. Both dyes 
and stains come in a wide variety of colors. One 
method for using the dye involves adding a dark 
color to the concrete used in the second coat. 
While this coat is still damp, a lighter colored 
dye is added to the dry concrete powder and this 
mixture is tossed at the damp second coat and 
misted as outlined earlier. After all the concrete 
has completely dried, chipping away some of the 
light outer coat or going over it with a wire 
brush, will expose some of the darker undercoat, 
with interesting results. It is also possible to dust 
the damp second coat with a light colored dye 

and then brush off the excess. Cement stains are 
applied with either a spray bottle or paint brush 
and can be sued to create the illusion of mineral 
deposits or lichens. For mineral deposits, lightly 
spray the cement with a dark color first and let 
dry. Then apply progressively lighter colors, 
allowing the stain to dry between each 
applications. Follow this up with a wire brush to 
take the shine off the stain and to give the rock 
a weathered look. 

For lichens, use a small paint brush to 
apply patches of tan or gray stain to the concrete 
and allow the stain to dry. Next apply a light 
green stain over this, leaving a ring of the tan or 
gray uncovered. Again, after the stain has dried, 
use a wire brush 

Compliments of Animal Keepers Forum 
Contributed by Kelly Jean Buckley 

President Lifts 
E.S. Moratorium 

In a major victory for conservation 
groups, President Clinton lifted a 
congressionally imposed moratorium that for the' 
last year has barred the U.S. Fish& Wildlife 
Service from adding species to the Endangered 
Species list and designating habitat critical for 
their long-term survival. 
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Above - Stacks of Cats - Jackie Sinnot's ocelots, and below her bobcats, Tisha (front) and 
and Brandy (rear). 
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Â 

Ron Eldridge's "Kobi" above at 8 lbs in October of 1992 and below, today at 59 Ibs! 
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April Meeting 

The april meeting was held in the home 
of our President, Andy Turudic and his wife 
Luisa. The home is still under construction by 
Andy and it's obvious its going to be quite nice, 
with a beautiful view of the surrounding 
vineyards. It was nice to meet the quadruplets 
and see their beautiful cougars. Their cages are 
really nice (the cougars' that is). 

Jan Merris brought the first of the spring 
babies, a pair of serval kittens, only a few weeks 
old. They were fun to play with and hold. 

We discussed different ways for the club 
to grow and how best to attract new members. 

It was brought the the group's attention 
that the Ore. Dept. of Fish & Wildlife hasn't 
gotten far on their proposed new regulations and 
it appears these proposals won't be finalized 
until probably next spring at the earliest. 

It was decided that the host of the 
meeting could submit a photo of one of their 
animals to be spotlighted in our little newsletter 
and meeting report as a "Thank You" for 
hosting the meeting. 

MayIJune Meeting 

We had our meeting at the home of Jay 
& Rhea Barbeau. What a delight to meet all 
their animals! They have hoofed stock, a serval, 
Canadian lynx, a lynxhobcat cross, a silver fox, 
sugar gliders and several others to mention just 
a few. 

The Stiles were their with their cute caracal baby 
and their three, ten-day old serval kittens. They 
were the joy of the meeting. 

We welcomed the guests and a new 
member that just bought one of Jan Merris's 
serval kittens. 

With a lot of discussion, it was decided 
to order and sell the calendars. They should be 
here by the end of August. 

After reading the letter from the Cougar 
Coalition concerning Measure 18, and using bait 
and dogs to hunt bear and cougar, it was 
decided to send them $100. to help the cause. 

Steve gave a report on the Animal Expo 
he attended in Eugene. He also reported he sold 
a few emu chicks but still had many more. 

Our next meeting will be at the Merrk's. 

Submitted by Gayle Schaecher 

PLEA SE NO TE! 
When ordering Robert Baudy's book 

(see details in MayIJune issue) please add 
$3.50 for shipping and handling. 
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LIOC, Where are you? 9 
A disturbing phenomenon has emerged 

in recent years - a dwindling attendance at our 
annual convention. 

At recent Board meetings we've 
questioned this; locations that didn't have an 
adequate resident population? But now in Maine 
there are numerous "local" New England area 
members within driving distance so why aren't 
they coming? Are conventions too long? Recent 
sites have afforded so many sightseeing 
opportunities there just wasn't enough time it 
seemed, but this year we shortened things and 
still have no more attending. 

It goes without saying that LIOC's 
founding group is getting older - many now on 
a fixed income that severely limits their travel, 
others with health problems, but still they make 
the annual pilgrimage. However we are not 
seeing new faces - is this indicative of LIOC's 
future? Our membership remains steady, and has 
even grown a little though down from the golden 
days prior to enactment of the Endangered 
Species Act and a myriad of local laws. So why 
does Convention attendance continue to dwindle? 

Is it perhaps due to the fact that our 
newer members just don't care as much about 
their cat? I hope not. There is so much to be 
learned, not just from the varied speakers at 
Convention, but from those with years of 
experience in just about any specie imaginable. 
These folks share their love of exotics by 
making their expertise and experience available 
to all who ask and, better yet, understand that 
strange malady, spotted fever, that permits one 
to overlook the many downsides of exotic 
ownership.. . . ... doesn't everyone have an over- 
sized litter box in every corner of the house?, 
not to mention 40 Ibs of chicken necks in the 
freezer. 

Perhaps those of you who breed and sell 
kittens (of course reporting your income to 
Uncle Sam) don't realize that convention costs 
can be itemized as a business (education) 

deduction? 
I cannot imagine a valid reason for not 

attending convention at least occasionally. Plenty 
of notice is given of the dates to allow for 
planning. It is moved around the country to 
allow those living in every area the chance to 
attend periodically without traveling great 
distances. 

LIOC was formed as a network of 
private owners - that framework is disintegrating 
without your participation. LIOC is not just the 
newsletter it needs each and every member to be 
a strong organization to help you care for your 
cats, to help the cats by protecting our ability to 
legally own and breed them. 

Convention too is where you get to 
know the candidates for office. However this too 
is an emerging problem. With no new faces 
attending, we are having difficulty finding 
candidates. To provide plenty of diverisified 
representation and to spread the workload, we 
have seven elected officers and directors (plus 
the 4 Life Directors). So we need 14 candidates 
to have a contested election. This year it seems 
we're presented with the dilemma a finding one 
for each position. Are not there just 7 people out 
there that are williing to run for office? This to 
say the least is not only perplexing, but 
distressing to those of us who have lovingly 
tended LIOC over the years. It is most painful to 
find that no one cares enough to work a little to 
carry LIOC into the future. Is this too a portent 
of LIOC's imminent demise? Are there so few 
of you out there who care, either for your cats 
or for LIOC's future that you refuse to 
participate to ensure our and their survival? 
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Editorial. . . .Continued 
Could it be that after almost 25 years 

Convention should be relegated to the 
endangered species list? Our by-laws can be 
changed to accommodate that. Should we make 
it every other year? Think about it folks, the 
board cannot make decisions on the future of 
LIOC without your input - if you won't attend 
Convention and the General Membership 
meeting, would you at least drop me a note and 
let us know your reasons (or excuses) for caring 
so little? I'm serious, we really need to hear 
from you. Your comments and I hope 
suggestions on how to increase participation will 
be shared (anonymously if you wish) and 
considered for action - please do let us hear 
from you. 

Shirley Wagner 
EditorILIOC 
3730 Belle Isle Ln 
~ o b i l e ,  AL 36619 

All ads in this publication are void where prohibited by law. All 
transactions are between buyer and seller. All buyers and sellers 
must have proper licenses and permits for all animals offered for 
sale or sold. LIOC ESCF Inc. docs not necessarily endorse or 
guarantee the honesty of any advertiser. LIOC ESCF Inc. reserves 
the right to edit or reject any subscription or ad. No blind animal 
ads will be accepted: all ads must a) contain name of business or 
individual, b) state whether the individual is owner or broker, c) 
show state and phone number or full address. For further 
information regarding advertising with LIOC ESCF Inc. contact 
the Term Director for Advertisiing & Publicity as listed inside the 
front cover of this Newsletter. 

^ ̂ Sad S.A.S.S. {^ ̂ t̂ uwi 

9405 NE 149th Avenue 
Vancouver, WA 98682 

~ 

WHETHER YOU LIKE TO WALK ON 
THE WILD SIDE, OR WANT TO JUST 
KNOW WHAT ITS LIKE TO LIVE ON 
EASY STREET, THIS BIG CAT 
SANCTUARY IS THE PLACE FOR YOU! 
YOU CAN VISIT US ON VIDEO BY ORDERING 
"BIG CAT COMPANIONS" FOR $28.00 OR YOU 
CAN READ ABOUT HOW WE RAISE OUR 
CATS IN "EXOTIC CATS AS HOUSEPETS" FOR 
$35.00 OR YOU CAN VISIT US IN PERSON FOR 
$75.00 @ NIGHT AND STAY IN A RUSTIC 
CABIN ON 40 ACRES OF TROPICAL 
PARADISE. GET TO KNOW & PHOTOGRAPH 
OVER 100 TAME WILD CATS OF 13 SPECIES. 

-- a n  A,. 

18 Issues a year. Informative articles on 
exotic animal husbandry. Exotic animals, 
auctions, products & services advertised. 
$25 a year. P.O. Box 99, Prairie Creek, 
Indiana 47869 

Articles 
and photos are always 

eecfed for the Newsletter.. . 
Get the Point? 
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Silencing the Call of the Wild 
In your own Backyard 

Ed. Note: The following is in response to the hysteria 
caused by more & more frequent wildlife/human 
interactions in California after a jogger was attacked 
while jogging by a cougar. It was submitted by Dawn 
Simas 

As we all know too well, people are 
opportunistic. If you own a business, do you 
leave the doors unlocked when you go home at 
night? No, because somebody is likely to take 
advantage of the situation by going in and 
stealing your merchandise or money. Animals 
too are opportunists. Deer will be drawn to the 
tastiest plants within easy reach (often our most 
prized flowers!); dogs will paw through 
available garbage for a choice morsel. We can't 
blame them, we'll take the easy way over the 
hard way any day too! The problem arises 
however, when animals see opportunities that we 
don't recognize, an then we get angry at them 
for being so clever in taking advantage of us. 
What we need to do is heighten our awareness 
of the situations where this may occur. 

Unfortunately, wild animals that have 
lost that wariness and have more contacts with 
humans also tend to have shorter life spans. 
That's because these tend to be our problem 
critters, and frequently are killed or relocated. 
Relocation is usually a death sentence too, as 
most appropriate habitat areas are already full, 
and dropping in one more animal merely sets the 
stage for territorial fights. 

How can we keep wild creatures wild? 
Probably the easiest and most effective method 
is to remove any opportunities around our 
property that are particularly attractive and easy 
for wildlife to take advantage of. 

For the small scale marauders - the 
opossums, skunks, foxes, mice, rats and 
raccoons - opportunity denial mostly boils down 
to housekeeping. In buildings, deny entrance by 

stuffing cracks and holes with steel wool (critters 
are unable to gnaw through it). Keep 
foundations, roofs and walls in good repair, and 
vents and windows screened. Don't leave doors 
or windows open for your pets to run in and 
out. Instead, invest in a lockable, swinging pet 
door. Feed pets inside or, if you must feed 
outside, pick up food bowls when pets are done 
eating. 

The exquisitely sensitive noses of those 
furry little bandits are likely to pick up the 
merest hint of food even on a well-licked empty 
bowl. No sense in inviting them around on a 
regular basis to see what mischief they can get 
into. 

Keep garbage inside a building or in a 
heavy-duty covered garbage container that keeps 
odors locked in. Birdseed, pet food and other 
foodstuffs should be kept inside too, preferably 
in a container with a tightly fitting lid. Leftover 
table scraps should be buried 6-12 feet deep in 
your compost pile so the odors don't waft out 
and attract the wrong clientele. 

The large predators, most particularly 
the mountain lion, but also the bear, bobcat, and 
coyote, have been causing a lot of concern. 
Good housekeeping measures outlined above are 
a good start in keeping these opportunists from 
visiting our property regularly, but we need to 
include more extensive measures to keep our 
pets and livestock safe. 
- Keep brush cleared a minimum of 50 feet 

back from the edges of yards and livestock 
pastures, and keep pastures clear. Mountain 
lions stalk their prey from cover of brush, and 
usually attack from closer than 50 feet. 
- Electric fences have proven effective against 

predators including coyotes. 
- Guard dogs (not herding dogs) such as the 

large Great Pyrenees and the Hungarian 
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Silencing wildlife - continued 
Komondor, when raised with livestock and 
properly trained, offer continual livestock 
protection. 
- Keep pets and livestock inside and protected 

from early evening until morning. Mountain 
lions are most active at dusk and dawn when 
their main prey, deer, are feeding, but are also 
active at night. They rarely hunt during the day. 
- Make sure livestocklpoultry are enclosed 

nightly in predator-proof barnslpens. This will 
include wire fencing or foundations that go 
below ground to prevent digging under, and 
roofs or heavy wire tops over pens. 
- Pets should have access to safe quarters 24 

hours a day. This should include access to a 
garage, building or dog house protected by a 
swinging pet door that a wild animal is unlikely 
to figure out. Pets should not be allowed to 
roam in wooded/brushy areas away from the 
main building. 

By following these common sense 
guidelines you can greatly decrease the chances 
that wild critters in your 
neighborhood will consider your place a 
convenient "fast food joint". 

By Kay L. Hossner, D.V.M. 

Craving 
Lobster? 

Join us in Maine for the 
7995 Convention! 

Tiger Poaching 
Continues 

Indian police, last fall, seized half a ton 
of tiger bones, the equivalent of more than 20 
tigers, that were being smuggled to China for 
the manufacture of folk medicine and tiger wine. 
The bones, along with 43 panther skins were 
worth $630,000. 

And, in Russia, the Arnur tiger, the 
largest and most endangered tiger in the world, 
is getting some badly needed help from a 
$500,00 joint Russian-American scientific 
mission to save the remaining 500 animals from 
extinction. 

Clinton Administration 
Anti- Wildife? 

In March, President Clinton signed 
Executive Order 12996, which calls for hunting 
as an "important opportunity" on our national 
wildlife refuges. These areas have been set aside 
as sanctuaries for animals over the past two 
decades. 

The entire European Union (EU) banned 
the use of steel-jaw leghold traps and also 
banned the importation of furs from the U.S. 
and Canada, many of which were obtained 
through the use of these traps. 

Our U. S . Trade Representative (and new 
Secretary of Commerce) Mickey Kantor, has 
announced his intention to support Canada in its 
action before the World Trade Organization to 
oppose this ban as unfair trade practices, even 
though polls show 79 percent of Americans are 
opposed to trapping in this manner. 

Your feelings may be made known to 
the President by calling the Whitehouse 
switchboard at (202) 456-1 11 1. 
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A Short History of Zoos 

Once mere menageries of monarchs, 
zoos protect animals, educate people 

By Tom Brakefield 

The collection of exotic animals from 
far-away places once redounded to the greater 
glory of emperors and satisfied the curiosity of 
the idle. 

Serving curiosity and their patrons' glory 
however, was the least of the animals' burdens 
in the early annals of men and their menageries. 
In a later era, zoos began serving the animal 
kingdom through science and research. 

An abbreviated chronology of zoos 
reflects the changes in people's views of zoos 
and animals, both in captivity and in the wild. 

Era of Curiosity 
2500 B.C. The Egyptians assembled 

monkeys, antelopes, wild goats, gazelles and 
mongooses in the first zoo-like animal 
collection. 

1500 B.C. Thutmose III collected 
monkeys, leopards, exotic birds, giraffes, lions 
and ostriches in his temple gardens at Karnak, 
Egypt. 

1100 B.C. Chinese Emperor Wen Wang 
established in his Garden of Intelligence possibly 
the earliest zoo serving any scientific purpose. 

650 B.C. Greek rulers and nobles 
became avid collectors of wild animals and 
exotic birds. 

350 B.C. (circa) Aristotle completed his 
ground-breaking The History of Anirnals,an 
encyclopedia based on studies of animals in a 
menagerie of one of his former pupils, 
Alexander the Great. 

Era of Abuse 
3rd Century B.C. Avid animal 

collectors, the Romans entertained themselves 

with captured elephants set to battle one another 
while gladiators fought bulls, lions, bears and 
each other. 

29 B.C. to 14 B.C. Caesar Augustus 
built a menagerie to house stock for the Roman 
blood sports. His zoo included tigers, probably 
the first ever seen in the west. 

A.D. 37-41 Roman Emperor Caligula 
sacrificed 400 bears from his menagerie. 

A.D. 79-81 Emperor Titus dedicated the 
Roman Coliseum by sacrificing 5,000 animals 
from his collection. 

A.D. 700 Menageries held animals for 
blood sports in arenas all over Europe. Animal 
contests continued in Constantinople (Istanbul) 
until the 12th century. 

The Renaissance 
With the beginning of the Renaissance, 

early day travelers found zoos from China to 
Mexico. 

Marco Polo discovered a great zoo at the 
palace of Kublai Khan. It included scores of 
elephants, hippopotamuses, big cats, bears, deer, 
horses, camels, monkeys and hundred of 
falcons. 

In 1521, Hernando Cortes conquered 
Mexico and found Montezuma's vast zoo. 

Explorers began returning to Europe in 
the 1500s with animals, giving rise to large 
urban zoos there and in North Africa. They 
appeared in Cairo, Dresden, Prague, 
Constantinople, Karlsburg, Sienna and other 
major cities. 

The Modem Era 
The first zoo in the modern sense was 

founded in Vienna in 1752. In North America, 
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Zoo History.. .continued 

the New York Central Park Zoo was founded in 
1864 and the Chicago (Lincoln Park) Zoo in 
1869. These were parts of their respective park 
systems. 

Philadelphia hold the distinction of being 
the first truly free-standing zoo in North 
America in 1874. 

During this era of expansion, leading 
zoos went beyond their roles as mere exhibitions 
of animals. They began to focus on education, 
the study of veterinary medicine and research of 
the animals and their habitats. 

Havens for endangered species of all 
kinds, today's zoos promote the conservation 
and propagation of rare animals. Many educate 
the public about endangered species and raise 
funds to help save animals on the brink of 
extinction. 

The trend is toward displaying 
biologically sound groups of different animals in 
large settings with facilities for their recreation 
and comfort. Zoos provide healthful, natural 
diets and tend to create natural habitats that are 
no longer always available "out there" in the 
real world. 

Under the broadest definition of zoos, 
there may be more than 10,000 of them around 
the world. The number that participate in 
national, regional or international zoo 
federations, however, is about 1,200. 

With at least 600 million visitors a year, 
zoos often are the crown jewels of their host 
cities. These modern menageries tend to 
celebrate the animals and their relationship with 
the curious people who come to see them. 

For most visitors, zoos are their only 
window on the world of animals. Perhaps they 
leave with a greater appreciation of the animals 
kingdom. 

Reprinted from The Lamp, a publication for Exxon 
Shareholders Contributed by John Perry 

EXOTIC ANIMAL DRUG COMPENDIUM 
By: Keath L. Marx, DVM 

& Margaret A. Roston, BSRN 

Reviewed by Pat Hoctor 

This is the perfect book for you to give 
to your vet. It will make the vet happy and, 
probably, save your animals. Most vets have 
very few clients that own exotics. Therefore, 
they have very little reference material to advise 
them on the dosages of medications to treat your 
animals. This book is 393 pages of drugs and 
their dosages for over 800 animals and animal 
groups. They used a data base of over 8,460 
entries, gathered from all over the world, to 
form this compendium. 

Your vet can't help you if you don't 
supply him with the proper tools for the job. 
This book is a necessary tool worth the price 
($49.00 US) Each of you need to develop a 
good library of books addressing the species you 
raise and Coreen Baton of WXICOF Books can 
give you professional guidance in your choices. 
You can reach her at : 

Coreen Baton 
914 Riske Lane, 
Wentzville, MO 63385 
Phone: (3 14) 828-5 100 

Reprinted from Animal Finders Guide 
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Proposed Second Home for Asiatic Lions 
The Indian government and the state 

governments of Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh 
have approved a proposal to establish a second 
home for the Asiatic lion (Panthera leopersica), 
at present confined to the Gir forest in Gujarat. 

The second home will be at Palpur Kuno 
Wildlife Sanctuary in northwestern Madhya 
Pradesh, which was within the lion's range in 
northern India in the early 19th century. By the 
end of that century intensive hunting had 
extirpated Asiatic lions from everywhere except 
the Gir forest. 

Kuno Sactuary has an area of 345 krn at 
present but it is proposed to increase it possibly 
to as much as 2,000 km. It is covered by a 
mixed, deciduous forest, comparable to that in 
the Gir, with a river, and permanent as well as 
artificial waterholes. Ungulates include 
blackbuck, chinkara, chital deer, sambar deer, 
nilgai antelope and wild boar. 

Ravi Chellam, the leading lion specialist 
from the Wildlife Institute of India, estimates 
that the program will cost close to $7,000,000. 
(US) for the initial 10-15 years, for which 
international assistance will be required to 
bolster India's own contribution. Intensive 
protection and habitat management to increase 
the population of ungulates in Kuno will be 
necessary for at least 5-8 years to prepare the 
site for the introduction of the lions. It is 
estimated that 500 to 850 chital and nilgai may 
need to be introduced from captive collections or 
locally-abundant populations. 

A report on the development of Kuno, 
recommends that 700 km be declared a National 
Park, which would require clearing the area of 
human settlements and grazing by translocation 
of existing villages and their cattle and excluding 
seasonal grazing by livestock from other areas. 

The justification for the second lion 
sanctuary is the fear that an epidemic, such as 
the canine distemper which has killed large 
number of the lions of the Serengeti, might wipe 
out the Gir populaton, which is genetically 
depauperate because of inbreeding. An earlier 

attempt to establish a second lion home in 
Chandraprabha in eastern Uttar Pradesh failed 
when the lions disappeared in 1957, probably as 
a result of shooting or poisoning by local people 
after increasing from three to eleven. 

Eight tigers are reported in Kuno. 
Recallling that tigers and lions have often been 
considered mutually exclusive, Ravi Chellam 
argues that there were likely to have been 
intergrading distributions in the past, and they 
do not consider the presence of some tigers to be 
a problem. 

According to Ravi Chellam, it is 
proposed that the initial translocation of lions 
involves 2-3 males and 3-5 females and 
dependent young from a Gir pride. They would 
be intensively monitored and managed, and only 
when they had settled down and the overall 
situation was reassuring would further 
translocation be carried out. Establishment of a 
free-ranging population of 30-50 lions in the 
first 10 years after initial release is considered 
realistic. 

Reprinted from IUCN Cat News 

"The smallest feline is a 
masterpiece. 11 

Leonardo Da Vinci 
Italian artist 
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Red List Status of Marbled Cat 
and Texas Jaguarundi and Ocelot 

The marbled cat was omitted in the report on the new Red List 
categories for wild cats in some issues of Cat News 23 (p.2 1). The 
co-authors of Wild Cats: Status Survey and Conservation Action 
Plan, compiled and edited by Kristin Nowell and Peter Jackson 
( N C N  1996) have recommended it be classified as "Data Defi- 
cient". 

Marbled cat, Pardofelis mannorata Severtzw 1858 
Old Red List: Insufficiently known 

New Red List Data deficient 

Justification 
Almost no data exist on the marbled cat, which lives in tropical 
forests in south-east Asia. It appears to favour moist forest, and 
has been recorded in logged and secondary forests. There are 
few records on which to base a distribution map. and it must 
be considered rare. It was photographed for the first time in the 
wild in Thailand's Huay Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary in 
1993. Deforestation poses a threat to the cat. Although some 
opportunistic hunting may occur, skins are seldom seen in 
local markets. 

Distribution 
India: Nenal: Bhutan: Myanmar; China; Thailand; Cambodia: , . ,  
Laos; Vietnam; ~ a l a ~ s i a  (including Sabah and Sarawak); 
Indonesia (Sumatra and Kalimantan). 

Following consultations with field specialists, Texas 
jaguarundi and Texas ocelot have been classified as "Endan- 
gered" instead of "Data Deficient". 

Subspecies: Texas jaguarundi Herpaiiu~s yaguarondi cacomitli 
Red List Endangered 

Justification 
Probablv fewer than 100 in Texas and rare in north-east 
Mexico. Habitat fragmented and dwindling (Tewes, 
pers.comm.). 

Distribution 
Southern Texas, north-east Mexico 
I 

Subspecies: Texas ocelot Leopardus pardalis albescens 
Red List Endangered 

Justification 
Estimated to number 80-120 in Texas with fewer in north-east 
Mexico. Habitat fragmented and dwindling (Tewes, 
pers.comm.). 

Distribution 
Southern Texas, north-east Mexico. 

Correction 

In the summary of Red List categories, the Texas ocelot was 
erroneously put in the genus Lynchailurn. It should be 
Leopardus. 




