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This magazine is published bimonthly by the Feline Conservation Federation. We are a non-profit (Federal ID#
59-2048618) non-commercial organization with international membership, devoted to the welfare of exotic
felines. The purpose of this publication is to present information about exotic feline conservation, management,
and ownership to our members. The material printed is contributed by our members and reflects the point of

view of the author but does not necessarily represent the point of view of the organization. FCF’s Statement of Intent is contained in
our bylaws, a copy of which can be requested from the secretary. Reproduction of the material in this magazine may not be made
without the written permission of the original copyright owners and/or copyright owner FCF. We encourage all members to contribute
articles. Articles on exotic feline ownership, husbandry, veterinary care, conservation and legislation are gladly accepted. Articles
involving other related subjects will also be considered. Letters and responses to articles may be included in the Readers Write col-
umn. Submission deadline for the next issue is the second Friday of even numbered months. Please submit all photos and articles to
the editor. Persons interested in joining FCF should consult instructions on inside front cover of this journal.

All ads in this publication are void where prohibited by law. All transactions are between
buyer and seller. All buyers and sellers must have proper licenses and permits for all animals
offered for sale or sold. FCF, Inc. does not necessarily endorse or guarantee the honesty of
any advertiser. FCF, Inc. reserves the right to edit or reject any subscription ad. No blind ani-

mal ads will be accepted. Only FCF members may place ads listing cats for sale. Adoption ads are free of charge for cats that
need good homes where no money is involved in the transaction. All ads must contain the name of business or individual adver-
tising. Ads must state whether the individual is a private owner or broker. Full current address with a phone number must be stat-
ed in the ad. Display ads are $10 business card, $25.00 quarter page, $50.00 half page, $100 full-page ad. Contact Director of
Marketing, opposite page.
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I would like to welcome the newest
members to the FCF family of workers
which were appointed at the January 24
board of directors meeting.

Patty Perry from California was appoint-
ed to the vacant position of Vice President.
We’re looking forward to working with
Patty. 

Lynn Culver was selected to fill the new
Executive Director position. Lynn’s vast
knowledge of the organization and proven
work record made her the board’s choice. 

Caroline Alexander now heads up a
newly-formed Wildcat Safety Net commit-
tee. Caroline needs help promoting this
fund that transports cats in emergency situa-
tions. If this sounds a like a job for you,
contact Lynn, Caroline, or me. 

Carol Cochran was appointed Region 3
Director, representing Missouri, Iowa, Min-
nesota, Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana, Ohio,
and Michigan. State representatives for
region 3 are needed and Carol will be work-
ing to fill these positions with qualified vol-
unteers.

Be sure to read about the project being
spearheaded by Dr. Jim Sanderson to estab-
lish a permanent research and conservation
presence in the Andean mountains. I’m

proud to announce that the co-managed
FCF/T.I.G.E.R.S. Rare Species Fund is
pledging $5,000 for this and I personally
challenge the FCF members to match this
pledge to support conservation of Andean
cats.

In my last letter I told you about our new
address using Earth Class Mail service.
Turns out the idea was great, the service
was not. We cancelled our contract and will
be using the address of our treasurer Kurt
Beckelman for FCF correspondence. Please
mail your renewals, handler, and conven-
tion registration forms to: FCF, 4403 S.
334th E Avenue, Broken Arrow, OK
47014.

Dan Stockdale and his convention com-
mittee have been hard at work putting
together details for the 2009 FCF conven-
tion. Some last minute developments have
afforded FCF the opportunity to hold this
year’s event in Monterey/Salinas, Califor-
nia. Things are shaping up to be another
outstanding convention, hosted by Charlie
Sammut and Vision Quest Ranch. You’ll
get to meet plenty of feline friends there. 

A couple new events planned for this
convention are the educator’s course and a
special training seminar for registered han-

dlers. The educator’s course will be held
Wednesday at the same time as the hus-
bandry course and will give a solid back-
ground to educators and members interest-
ed in developing an education program.
Ron DeArmond, vice president of the Pro-
fessional Wildlife Educators Association
and FCF Director of Marketing, is develop-
ing this one-day course. Raising public
awareness of feline conservation issues
helps to insure survival of wildcats and
their owners. On Saturday, Charlie Sammut
will lead a seminar on techniques for train-
ing wild felids to registered handlers only.

I would like to thank Jim and Bertie
Broaddus for hosting the recent husbandry
course at the Gulf Coast Community Col-
lege. Congratulations to the 20 students
who graduated. A Florida Fish and Wildlife
Commission officer in attendance stated
that it exceeded his expectations and he
was extremely pleased with the FCF educa-
tional program. You’ll have other opportu-
nities to take the FCF husbandry course in
Florida, Oklahoma, and California this
year.

The legislation season is in full swing so
please take the time to introduce yourself to
your legislators and let them know that you
are interested in bills that regulate private
ownership. Currently there are bills being

Letter from the President
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considered in West Virginia, Oklahoma,
Arizona, Missouri, and Oregon. Help your
regional director by keeping them
appraised and volunteer to be a state repre-
sentative.

On the national/international legislative
front, Robert Johnson is watching develop-
ments closely. To aid in this, the FCF has
retained the services of one of the most
influential environmental lobbyist and con-
sulting firm in Washington, D.C. This firm
will be sending a representative to the
CITES Animal Committee meeting in
April which will be held in Geneva,
Switzerland. There are many issues at this
meeting that could impact international
trade and follow back to changes being pro-
posed in US laws. This firm will represent
the FCF’s interests and help FCF to make a
global impact on legislation and regula-
tions.

The FCF will have a booth at the Ameri-
ca’s Family Pet Expo in Costa Mesa, Cali-
fornia on April 17-19. This event will
expose over 60,000 expo goers to the
Feline Conservation Federation. If you can
volunteer as a booth operator for any of
these three days, please contact me.

I hope you all set Goodsearch.com as
your default search engine. By using Good-
Search, the FCF receives a small donation
for each search you do. A couple of cents
here and there may not sound like much but
if over 800 members use it just once a day,
FCF would gain several thousand dollars in
a year’s time. Also on both the FCF home
page and store page is a link to the new
Zazzle store where you can shop and order
shirts, hats, ties, mugs and much, much
more, all featuring our new FCF logo.

Finally, I want to remind all members
with cats that FCF offers Feline Facility
Accreditation for private and commercial
facilities. This important program is in
place and needs your participation to be
effective. The more facilities recognized as
operating with exceptional husbandry and
management policies, the more respect will
be given to both the facility and the FCF. In
2009 I would like to see at least a dozen
more facilities accredited.

—Kevin Chambers

Lynn Culver, long time member, past
secretary/treasurer, legal affairs director, life
director, and the most recent past president,
has been appointed to the newly-created
position of executive director of the Feline
Conservation Federation. The previous
board had been developing this job descrip-
tion, expected duties, and relationship with
the board over the past nine months. During
the January 24, 2009 board meeting, the
board voted unanimously to appoint Lynn
Culver to this position.

The executive director is responsible for
implementation of policies set by the board
of directors, as well as annual goals and
objectives and financial, program, and
administrative management of the corpora-
tion. 

The executive director will serve as an
ex officio member on the board of directors

and facilitate the work of the board and its
committees by developing resource materi-
als, providing appropriate information and
reports, and assist committee chairpersons
as necessary.

The executive director will provide
leadership for the implementation of new
marketing strategies and organizational
units to meet the board’s growth objec-
tives.

The executive director will provide
advice and counsel to the board to assist in
setting policies and monitoring the perfor-
mance of the nonprofit. The executive
director will recommend new policies, pro-
grams, and action plans consistent with the
vision of the organization.

This is a paid position with an expected
average of between 30 and 40 hours of per-
formance weekly. •

FCF appoints Lynn Culver Executive Director
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For the first time, the FCF Journal cover features the
new FCF logo which members should recognize from
the FCF web site. The familiar ocelot head inside the
letter C of our old FCF logo is being phased out and this
new FCF identity is being brought forward.

The new logo combines some of the old with some of
the new. Font choice is consistent with the old. The fea-
tured feline, an ocelot, was chosen to honor the found-
ing species that launched the Long Island Ocelot Club
and continues with an updated photo that places the
ocelot watching over the FCF.

What is completely new is the world map, denoting
our international membership and global conservation
involvement. The logo was created by our webmaster
Chuck Bunnel and has been fine tuned for printing pur-
poses by our member, Tammi Medina. 

You can purchase items that feature our new logo in
FCF’s Zazzle store. Look for the ad in this journal issue
and shop online for these products at the FCF web site:
http://www.felineconservation.org •

FCF Gets a New Logo

Above and right: Artist John Prengaman takes a
shot at rendering the logo but his ocelots look a bit
too much like Sandusky. Truth: These drawings
were among the swag John Prengaman generously
donated to the 2008 FCF auction.

Right: Tammi Medina’s vector logo comp
can be scaled to almost any size
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was confirmed. 
But to be fair, I did know that there was

a bit more to tigers than simply being
engines of destruction. I have seen nature
programs where wildlife experts have
raised tigers without any gruesome devour-
ing taking place. There are different magi-
cians who work with tigers who give hun-
dreds and hundreds of performances with
no incident. There are private owners of
tigers, etc., so I was aware that it is possi-
ble for a tiger to be socialized and make the
decision not to consume its caregivers. I
did rather believe that if you are around a
tiger that you had not raised yourself, it
may be curious, perhaps aloof if they are
feeling lazy, but that more than likely they
would simply be a menacing presence in
the background.

And then I met Jacob. Jacob is a fairly
large, ten year old tiger who was seized
from a facility by court order and was slat-
ed to be euthanized. To all appearances he
is a doddering old tiger rapidly approach-

By Frank Pyne
“Oh look, we’re being stalked.”
Those words, which I heard in May of

2007, were my introduction to working
with and around tigers. Those words seem
to have stuck with me—it turns out that
when you’re a complete neophyte to the
world of large felines, and find yourself
surrounded by enclosures which are home
to a couple dozen, hearing that one has
decided that you’re “what’s for lunch”
makes something of an impression on you. 

And it not only made an impression, it
verified what I thought I knew about tigers:
that they were huge, relentless killing
machines—animals that have evolved over
the last 80 million years into the perfect
predators, each possessed of a singular pur-
pose: gruesomely devouring 37 year old
programmers (or whatever else might be in
their vicinity). 

I turned to peer in the direction that the
Conservator Center staff member running
our volunteer orientation was looking, and

saw…nothing. At least not any tigers lick-
ing their chops in anticipation of delicious
me. But then my gaze fell upon the pair of
glittering eyes peeking out from atop a
large tub of water, which was sitting just
inside one of the enclosures, accompanied
by a stripy tail curling and uncurling in taut
anticipation off to one side. Enter Freya,
huntress extraordinaire. Freya was born at
the Conservators’ Center in 2004, and has
since distinguished herself as being one of
the most predatory cats we have. If there
are people around, she is stalking them.
While she is nowhere near the largest tiger
we have, there is a whole lot to be said for
being svelte, quick, sneaky, and deter-
mined. 

All of we new volunteers were informed
that any items (or portions of our anatomy)
that we would like to take home with us
should probably stay at least five feet back
from that particular enclosure. We all took
this advice to heart, and my aforemen-
tioned belief about tigers and their behavior

Fearful SymmetryFearful Symmetry
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Stalk photo: Freya playing the predator
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ing the end of his life. And while he was
indeed a doddering, elderly-seeming tiger,
his appearance wasn’t the result of
advanced age. Rather, he had been fed
nothing but chicken quarters for years, so
his appearance was actually due to severe
malnutrition—and we found out later from
his previous owner that Jacob was, in fact,
only seven years old at the time of the
seizure. Happily, we were able to take him
in, get him the veterinary care he needed,
and put him on a diet much more con-
ducive to the well-being of tigers. In the
three years he has been living with us, he
has put on around 150 pounds, has adjust-
ed really well to his new home, and is now
a pretty happy tiger. 

And that’s what surprised me—not that
he was abused and severely malnourished,
as I had been ready to meet animals com-
ing from situations like that—but that he
seemed to have what I could best describe
(perhaps a bit anthropomorphically) as a
happy mood. When we, a small group of
newbie volunteers, approached the enclo-
sure where Jacob resides, he bounced over
to the fence to meet us. And when I say
bounced, I do mean “bounced” (not quite
like Tigger from Winnie the Pooh, but he
was trying), which was most decidedly not
stalking and therefore very un-tiger-like in
my now expert opinion. And as he got
over to where we were standing, which
was not quite five feet from the heavy-
gauge steel of the enclosure’s fence, he
continued to exhibit behaviors that defied
the tiger-logic of which I thought I knew.
He was chuffing , and quite enthusiastical-
ly at that. The staff member informed us
that this was a friendly tiger greeting noise,
and that Jacob was just saying “hi” to
everyone. Jacob later enlightened me that
when some tigers chuff, they also spit,
much like fire-hydrants do when the fire-
men open them to release pressure on the
pipes. This chuffing was immediately fol-
lowed up by Jacob turning sideways to the
fence and rubbing his cheek ruff against it,
and then he made little rumbles and maow
noises. I would not have been much more
surprised if he had started talking to us.

I commented on how surprised I was to
the orientation leader, and asked why he
wasn’t acting like a tiger, “You know, like
Freya.” She told us that not all tigers are
like Freya, but that in her experience most
tigers were a fair bit less predatory than
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our little stalker-of-all-that-moves, and that
furthermore, all tigers have their own
unique personalities and quirks. This was
another surprise, but of a different kind
entirely; I had honestly never considered

that tigers would have personalities as such,
and that these personalities could, and
sometimes do, vary enormously from tiger
to tiger.

For instance, a short while ago, we gave

Gentle Jacob playing with a li’l round tiger.
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some new boomer-balls to the lions and
tigers. (A boomer-ball is a kickball-sized
ball made from very high-density plastic
and is tough enough to withstand being
played with by the large felines, for a little
while, anyway.) Most of the big cats, upon
seeing something small and relatively
quick-moving, come flying into their cages
jumped up and pounced on them, batting
them about as the quick motion triggered
their prey-drives. And then there was Jacob.
He was lying upon his side in his enclosure,
peering at me curiously to see what I was up
to. As the ball flew into his enclosure and
hit the ground, Solida, the tigress with
whom he shares his modest abode, started
to go for it, but saw that it was rapidly
approaching Jacob and so halted pursuit,
deferring to her companion’s own savage
predation. Jacob, meanwhile, stayed on his
side and watched the boomer-ball’s
approach. When it got within a few feet of
him, he started chuffing to it; when it was
within arm’s reach, he put one massive paw
atop it, drew it close, and started grooming
it. You could just see the thought-bubble
above his head: “Oh happy day! It’s a li’l
round tiger come to visit with me!” Bless
his little heart.

I mentioned that a tigress named Solida
shares Jacob’s enclosure, and as different as
Freya and Jacob are, Solida is yet another
extreme. To say “to know her is to love her”
is cliché to the point of being painful, but it
is, nonetheless, apt. Solida has earned a
place in the hearts of those of us who volun-
teer and work at CCI as being the sweetest
tiger most of us have ever met. When Jacob
isn’t hogging all of the attention (My
love…mine! Chuffle, spit), she will mean-
der up to whomever is near their enclosure,
chuff and rub and lean against the fence,
then just hang out in the company of her
human visitors and hope that someone
brings a hose over to water her—she loves
that. A female in her late teens, Solida came
to us from a situation where she was being
kept in a very small cage, had a logging
chain for a collar (which had grown into the
skin of her neck), and was being used to
breed litter after litter of cubs that were sold
indiscriminately to anyone who had the
money to buy one. We agreed to take her in
when her previous owner decided that she
was getting too old for breeding, and that it
was about time to shoot her. It’s worth men-
tioning that at the time we rescued Solida,

she had been living near a beach for about
ten years, and had virtually no shelter from
the wind. As a result, her paw pads and
nose leather were cracked, bleeding and
much akin to coarse-grit sandpaper. I men-
tion this in context of Solida’s sweet dispo-
sition, because the way the keepers tended
to her poor nose was to use a paintbrush to
rub Burt’s Bees™ balm on it, the tigress sit-
ting there placidly and seeming to enjoy the
attention a great deal. By contrast, I could
easily imagine that were a keeper to
attempt this with Freya, she would remove
their fingers at about the shoulder.

I want to make sure, at this point, that
this little article isn’t coming across as
though it is meant to be some sort of defini-
tive treatise on the behavior of tigers; I have
barely begun getting to know these amaz-
ing creatures. I simply wanted to share
what I have been pleasantly surprised to
learn from our tigers in the relatively short
time that I have spent around them, that

they are not all simply one-dimensional
apex-predators possessed of the single-mind-
ed purpose of hunting all that has the misfor-
tune of crossing their path. The tigers have
taught me that while some of them are of a
ferocious bent such as Freya, there are tigers
that are on the other end of the continuum
such as Solida. And then there are tigers like
Jacob, who is, well, Jacob.

I suppose I should also mention the
newest tiger to join our family, Arthur.
Arthur is a little tiger cub that was seized in a
case of rather appalling abuse and neglect.
When he arrived, he wasn’t much more than
a little skeleton covered in fur. He’s made a
rather remarkable comeback in the few short
months that he has been with us, and is now
a happy, healthy, and very playful young
tiger. So playful, in fact, that he seems to
believe its his solemn duty to convince me
that my initial belief about tigers was the cor-
rect one after all. I find that there’s a certain
symmetry to that, one I can’t help but enjoy.• 

Sweet Solida
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Your feline handler registration is now
valid as long as you are an active FCF
member. Handlers will be sent annual e-
mail reminders to update their file. This
online registration will feed into an auto-
matically updated list of handlers in the
members-only web site. For anyone who
registered prior to the implementation of
the online registration, we will begin enter-
ing their files on the web site so that these
handlers can easily update their registration
using the Internet. When you update, your
file will show your previous registration
input so you can review it before adding
new information. 

The board has voted to make these
changes to the system because it believes
very strongly in the need to document our
collective husbandry knowledge and expe-
rience. By automating much of the data
management, we will be able to better han-
dle this resource and perpetually maintain it

while keeping down the cost to members.
Registered handlers will continue to be
published in the journal and this status will
be noted on their annual membership card. 

For the FCF, these handler registrations
serve to document the collective wisdom
and experience of our membership. It gives
the FCF facts to utilize in press releases,
legislative comments, and to the media. 

The registered handler program was a
topic of discussion on the FCF internet list.
Several misconceptions surfaced that I
would like to clarify for everyone. The
FCF registers; it does not certify its mem-
ber’s feline handling experience. Some
members questioned the value of a registra-
tion and requested we instead offer certifi-
cation and substantiate information submit-
ted on the applications. 

To certify handler applications would be
time consuming and even with the best
efforts, false information might not be

uncovered. If the handler was certified, the
FCF could be held liable. This is not the
best use of the FCF resources and at this
time such a service would be more draining
on our volunteer staff than of benefit to the
organization. 

The FCF registration process is poten-
tially more accurate because there is less
motivation or temptation for anyone to fal-
sify their experience. The handler registra-
tion is an honor system. The secretary
reviews each file. If an obvious discrepancy
is discovered, the registration may be
denied. The FCF Registered Feline Handler
application clearly states that providing
false information is grounds for termination
of registration, and under some circum-
stances may lead to revocation of member-
ship in the FCF. 

So exactly what is the benefit to you, in
participating in the FCF registered handler
program? 

Why Register My Experience?
How the Registered Feline Handler Program Can Help You and FCF
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By building a comprehensive and
detailed handler experience registration
with the FCF, you are
guaranteed of having
this information stored
and available in the
future. You have a
respected third party
who can verify the
dates of documents you
submitted when the
existence of theses doc-
uments might come into question. You
never know what kind of state, local, or
federal legislation may be passed someday
and how your file may aid you.

The handler registration can also serve
as a document to help establish prior or
ongoing feline ownership if the experience
is tied to a feline you own. In this case, the
registration should state the name of the
facility where the felines were transferred
from, the USDA information, a copy of the
transfer papers. Someday, having these
papers dated by the FCF could assist when
moving to another state or locality.

Here is how to add weight to a regis-
tered handler file: If you have completed
the FCF husbandry course, state the date of
your graduation in your registered handler
file. Additionally, the FCF can certify your
attendance through its sign-up sheets and
completed tests.

If you have ever been trained at a zoo,
sanctuary, or school, enter it into the regis-
tration as well. If you have volunteered
somewhere, state the time period you did
so, your duties performed, and provide the
name and contact info for the facility where
you gained experience in the handler regis-
tration. If you are state licensed or USDA
licensed, include a photocopy of your
licenses. 

You may also submit to the FCF secre-
tary letters from former employers, associ-
ates, or those in authority who can substan-
tiate your registration. Send them by regu-
lar mail and these documents will be added
to your registration. 

Imagine the frustration of wanting to
apply for a job, or an internship, or gaining
another feline permit, and having to com-
pose this from scratch. If you start a han-
dler registration file now and continue to

build on it as time passes, you always have
an accurate resume ready to go.

The registration is
only limited in useful-
ness by your lack of
attention to detail. The
FCF handler registra-
tion is a permanent file,
available to you when
you need it. To me, that
is a bonus because
sometimes I can spend

forever looking for paperwork.
The registration is now $30 for every

person, but it lasts forever and you can add

to your file as often as necessary. You
should update annually if you are actively
handling felines.

If I have not convinced you to register
yet, perhaps the Registered Feline Handlers
only training session taught by Charlie
Sammut at this year’s FCF convention will
motivate you to register. The class is limit-
ed to FCF members who are registered as
basic or advanced handlers. This private
training session with one of Hollywood’s
most respected animal trainers will add to
your continuing education experience and
certainly be something worthy of mention
on your annual registration update. •

...perhaps the Registered
Feline Handlers only

training session taught by
Charlie Sammut at this

year’s FCF convention will
motivate you to register.
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Wholesale Feeder Price List

Rats

Mice

Rabbits

Guinea Pigs

Coturnix Quail

Chicks

Place Your order online today! www.rodentpro.com

Call: 812-867-7598 24 hours a day
Fax: 812-867-6058 24 hours a day

R odentPro.com® is proud to offer you premium quality feeder animals for sale at wholesale prices. Our company specializes

in the production and distribution of mice, rats, rabbits, guinea pigs, chicks, and quail. RodentPro.com® has been providing

premium quality feeder animals to the reptile and birds of prey community since 1993. Since then, our company has set industry

standards for quality, value and convenience. These standards have been set by offering unsurpassed quality, breeder direct pricing

and year round availability. RodentPro.com® is committed to serving your feeder animal needs. Quality is of the utmost importance

to us, whether it be through the value of a product or the integrity of a relationship. We understand that our success depends, not

only on the quality of our products, but more importantly, on the strength of relationships established with our customers. We

look forward to being a part of your success and hope you will give us the opportunity to serve you.

Size Less than 500 500 1000 2500 5000+ Length(inches) Weight(grams) Count 
X-Small Pinkies: $0.16 $0.15 $0.14 $0.13 $0.12 0.50 - 1.00 1.30 - 1.80 100

Small Pinkies: $0.16 $0.15 $0.14 $0.13 $0.12 0.50 - 1.00 1.90 - 2.40 100
Large Pinkies: $0.16 $0.15 $0.14 $0.13 $0.12 0.50 - 1.00 2.50 - 3.00 100
Peach Fuzzies: $0.19 $0.18 $0.17 $0.16 $0.15 1.00 - 1.25 3.10 - 4.40 100

Fuzzies: $0.19 $0.18 $0.17 $0.16 $0.15 1.25 - 1.50 4.50 - 7.00 100
Hoppers: $0.30 $0.28 $0.26 $0.24 $0.22 1.50 - 2.00 8.00 - 12.00 100

Weanlings: $0.40 $0.38 $0.36 $0.34 $0.32 2.00 - 2.50 13.00 - 19.00 50
Large Adults: $0.45 $0.43 $0.41 $0.39 $0.37 2.50 - 3.00 20.00 - 29.00 50

X-Large Adults: $0.55 $0.53 $0.51 $0.49 $0.47 3.00 - 3.75 30.00 - 50.00 25
* We offer combined quantity discount mouse pricing.  * Measurement does not include tail length.

Size Less than 500 500 1000+ Length (inches) Weight (grams) Count 
Pinkies: $0.39 $0.34 $0.29 1.50 - 2.00 3.00 - 8.00 100
Fuzzies: $0.49 $0.44 $0.39 2.00 - 2.50 9.00 - 19.00 100

Pups: $0.79 $0.74 $0.69 2.50 - 3.50 20.00 - 29.00 25
Weaned: $0.89 $0.84 $0.79 3.50 - 4.50 30.00 - 44.00 25

Small: $0.99 $0.94 $0.89 4.50 - 6.00 45.00 - 84.00 20
Medium: $1.39 $1.34 $1.29 6.00 - 8.00 85.00 - 174.00 10

Large: $1.49 $1.44 $1.39 8.00 - 9.00 175.00 - 274.00 5
X-Large: $1.59 $1.54 $1.49 9.00 - 11.00 275.00 - 374.00 3

XX-Large: $1.79 $1.74 $1.69 11.00 - 13.00 375.00 - 474.00 2
XXX-Large: $1.99 $1.94 $1.89 11.00 - 13.00 475.00 - 600.00+ 2

* We offer combined quantity discount rat pricing.  * Measurement does not include tail length.

Size Our Price Weight (lbs.) Count
X-Small: $3.50 0.50 - 0.75 1

Small: $4.50 1.00 - 1.75 1
Medium: $5.50 2.00 - 3.75 1

Large: $6.50 4.00 - 5.75 1
X-Large: $7.00 6.00 - 7.75 1

XX-Large: $8.00 8.00 - 9.75 1
XXX-Large: $9.00 10.00 - 11.75+ 1

Less than
Size 500 500 1000+ Grams Oz. Count 

1 Day: $0.34 $0.29 $0.24 7.50 - 10.00 .25 100
1 Week: $0.64 $0.59 $0.54 30.00 - 40.00 1.0 25
2 Week: $0.84 $0.79 $0.74 50.00 - 75.00 2.5 10
3 Week: $1.04 $0.99 $0.94 100.00 - 125.00 4.0 10
6 Week: $1.34 $1.24 $1.14 130.00 - 150.00 5.0 5
8 Week: $1.44 $1.34 $1.24 155.00 - 185.00 6.5 5

10 Week: $1.64 $1.54 $1.44 190.00 - 225.00 8.0 5
* We offer combined quantity discount quail pricing.

Less Than
Size 500 500 1000+ Inches Grams Count 

Medium: $1.39 $1.34 $1.29 6.00 - 8.00 85.00 - 174.00 10
Large: $1.49 $1.44 $1.39 8.00 - 9.00 175.00 - 274.00 5

X-Large: $1.59 $1.54 $1.49 9.00 - 11.00 275.00 - 374.00 3
XX-Large: $1.79 $1.74 $1.69 11.00 - 13.00 375.00 - 474.00 2

XXX-Large: $1.99 $1.94 $1.89 11.00 - 13.00 475.00 - 600.00 2
XXXX-Large: $2.29 $2.24 $2.19 13.00 - 15.00 601.00 - 900.00+ 1

* We offer combined quantity discount guinea pig pricing.

Less than 
Size 500 500 1000 5000 10000+ Grams Ounces Count 
Small: $0.25 $0.20 $0.15 $0.12 $0.10 30.00 - 35.00 1.0 25

P.O. Box 118 • Inglefield, IN 47618-9998
E-mail: info@rodentpro.com
Terms:  Visa, Mastercard, American Express, Discover, PayPal, cashier’s check
or money order payable to RodentPro.com®.
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include it when describing the world’s liv-
ing cat species. 

By 1998 several Andean cats had been
photographed and accounts of two encoun-
ters were published. Remarkably, both pub-
lications stated that the cat seemed to
ignore the presence of human observers
who were able to approach the cat and
obtain very clear photographs.

In mid-1998, a photograph taken by a
tourist visiting Salar de Surire in northern
Chile of what was clearly an Andean cat,
was provided to Jim Sanderson by Agustin
Iriarte working in wildlife conservation in
the Chilean government. This photograph
led to another close encounter of the third

kind in November, 1998. This time the

encounter was between an Andean cat and
Jim Sanderson, a member of the IUCN Cat
Specialist Group (Sanderson & Iriarte 1999
Cat News). Supported by a National Geo-
graphic Society grant, Jim Sanderson set-
tled in at Salar de Surire in October 1998 to
look for an orange metal pole that appeared
in the photograph of the Andean cat. As
fate would have it, the pole was just behind
his accommodation, the so-called “ice
box,” a dilapidated trailer in a valley
4300m above sea level, surrounded by
snow-capped peaks. 

After setting more than a dozen live
traps, on November 12 the daily routine of
checking live traps was suddenly broken
when Jim followed and photographed an
Andean cat male for more than four hours.
However, the cat eluded his live traps. Dur-
ing this encounter Jim was able to approach
the cat to within three meters and in fact the
cat ignored his presence. The cat even
licked itself and napped while Jim
approached it.

Andean local people living in nearby
small villages reported
that wild
c a t s

Jim Sanderson, Ph.D.
Wildlife Conservation Network
Small Cat Conservation Alliance
IUCN Cat Specialist Group
and
Lilian Villalba, M.Sc.
Alianza Gato Andino
Colección Boliviana de Fauna
IUCN Cat Specialist Group

With exquisite timing, the exciting news
reached us in La Paz, Bolivia during a
recent meeting of Alianza Gato Andino
(AGA), an organization dedicated to con-
servation efforts of the Andean cat (Leop-
ardus jacobita) throughout its geographic
range in Argentina, Bolivia, Chile,
and Perú.

The international model and
movie star, Isabella Rossellini,
daughter of screen legend, Ingrid
Bergmann, had donated to AGA half
of her $100,000 Disney Wildlife Con-
servation Award she had received for
her tireless efforts to protect wildlife.
To all of us at the AGA meeting,
Isabella’s commitment to wildlife con-
servation and love of Andean cats
came as no surprise.

The Andean cat is the least known
cat in the western hemisphere. Gato Andi-
no is also one of only four cats considered
Endangered by the IUCN Cat Specialist
Group making it the America’s most
threatened cat species. Three Asian
species—bay cat, snow leopard, and
tiger—also share this dubious dis-
tinction. 

The Andean cat was
described to science by Cor-
nalia, an Italian, in 1865.
However, so little was
known of this high
Andes specialist that
most natural history
books written
before 1900
neglected to

The Sacred Cat of the Andes
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Delight your felines! Feed them Mazuri® Feline Diets - a constant
formula diet supplying complete life cycle nutrition for reproduction,

lactation, growth and maintenance. They will thank you
from whisker to tail

For more information, visit us at www.mazuri.com
or call 1-800-227-8941, for your nearest Mazuri® Dealer.
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were now very rare, none had been seen in
quite some time, and the cats were likely
no longer present in the area, but that if any
were seen could they please be notified.
When asked how they obtained the skins of
the cat, women invariably gave the same
response: “We drop a rock on them.” The
profound significance of so simple a state-
ment—we drop a rock on them—would
come back to haunt Jim Sanderson.

Similar information was obtained from
interviewed local people when Lilian Vil-
lalba and her colleague Nuria Bernal were
working during 1998 and 1999, looking for
the Andean cat at different Andean locali-
ties in Bolivia.

One common news to both countries
caught our eyes: Native Americans of the
high Andes considered wild cats sacred
animals because they are the symbol of
abundance and fertility but they also use
them dead and dried in ritual ceremonies
related with crops and native herds. It
would not be until later that the published
remarks and the significance of supersti-
tious beliefs would come together to galva-
nize action.

At every opportunity, from every plat-
form, we talked about the plight of the

Complete Feline Diet
chicken formula designed

for EXOTIC CATS
Buy Wholesale Direct
From Distributor!

#6910
24, 14oz cans-25lbs/cs
(1 can feeds a 40lb cat)
MC/VISA only. No COD’s

Great Eastern Distributors
255 Ottley Drive, Atlanta, GA 30324
Phone 800-251-5800   Fax: 800-251-2515

only $31.99/cs
+ UPS shipping

An Andean cat peeks over a rock in Salar de Surire, Chile.

Andean cat hunting.
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Andean cat but because we had just three
well-documented encounters and virtually
no hard data, scientific publications were
not going to aid our case. Without data,
we were just ordinary citizens with opin-
ions. No data meant no chance of further
funding, and no funding assured that no
data or conservation measures would be
forthcoming. 

In 1999, researchers from the four
Andean cat range countries gave birth to
the Andean Cat Conservation Committee,
predecessor of AGA, and diverse cooper-
ative actions were carried out in the fol-
lowing years. In 2003 these cross-border
conservation efforts shifted into high gear,
when Wildlife Conservation Network
(WCN), a not-for-profit organization
founded by Akiko Yamazaki, Charlie
Knowles, and John Lukas, chose to sup-
port Andean cat conservation in all four
range countries. 

April 2004, was a remarkable month
for the members of AGA. During an
AGA meeting in Arica, Chile, the first
Andean cat conservation Action Plan was
discussed. In Jujuy Province, Argentina
two encounters and the first photos of an
Andean cat was taken (Lucherini et al.,
2004 Cat News) and in Bolivia as a part
of a radio telemetry study the first ever
Andean cat was live captured (Delgado et
al. 2004 Cat News).

Ten hours south of Uyuni, Bolivia and
just north of the Argentinean frontier lies
Khastor, an uninhabited region of salt
lakes, and bofedales—grassy areas sup-
plied by glacial waters—traditionally used
as llama summer feedings grounds. Lilian
Villalba and Eliseo Delgado, a park guard,
have been working since 2001 in Khastor
and camera trapped three Andean cats.
During the first months of 2004, a female
Andean cat had been seen using a small
cave just over the edge of a precipice and
was habituated to get into an inactive live
trap.

Early on the morning of April 25,
2004, the trap door of a live trap was
closed and inside was an Andean cat, one
day before the trap was baited just before
sunset. The cat, an adult female weighing
10 pounds, was sedated using a light drug
dose and a two ounce radio-collar was fit- Jim Sanderson and Andean cat

ted on her. The group was observed by a
male Andean cat just a short distance away.
Her release went smoothly and nine months
of radio-tracking at 4200-4600m followed.

Theory says that the home range of a cat
is proportional to its body weight and ele-
vation. Though the Andean cat is a small
cat, it lives at high elevation and so has a
very large home range. In this area the

main prey is the mountain viscacha (Lagid-
ium viscaccia), colonial rodents, weighting
about two pounds. Results of the radio-
telemetry effort showed that the cat spends
a few days hunting and resting at a viscacha
colony, before it moves on to another
colony that might be a few miles distant.
We now have a much better understanding
of the landscape characteristics that support

promoting the responsible
ownership, management, and
propagation of animals in both

private and public domains.
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an adequate prey base and therefore mini-
mum requirements for the Andean cat. We
also know where to look for caves and
fecal deposits.

AGA groups in Argentina, Bolivia,
Chile, and Peru continue to document the
presence of Andean cats with camera traps
and other survey techniques, and have
improved the range map of the Andean cat
with molecular analysis of fecal material.

AGA has also produced educational
material for schools within the geographic
range of the Andean cat and hired teachers
to visit schools to bring the conservation
message to children whose influence on
their parents should not be underestimat-
ed. Consultations with village leaders
regarding our conservation efforts is also
producing positive results and helping to
reduce Andean cat killings.

The high Andean native American cul-
tures such as the Aymara, may well be fac-
ing cultural extinction themselves.
Through improved radio and television
reception, realization that a very different
and very appealing lifestyle can be had at
lower elevations causes many of their chil-
dren to leave as soon as they are able and
never return. Without a written language,
their history, life experiences, and legends
cannot be recorded in their own words. 

With continued education programs,
the Andean cat’s future will likely not be
threatened by dropped rocks. With vital
support provided by WCN day-by-day, the
battle to conserve Andean cats in their
native habitat is moving slowly in our
favor. But this does not give us pause to
relax because a new and more widespread
threat has already begun to evidence itself.
The glaciers that feed the bofedals,
streams, and rivers that are the lifeblood of
the Andes are shrinking. The Andean cat
has apparently survived direct persecution
by humans armed only with rocks. Will it
survive modern human’s indirect assault?
Continued conservation efforts for the
western hemisphere’s most endangered
cat, the Andean cat, remain essential. 
For more information visit:

http://www.wildnet.org
and
http://www.smallcats.org •

From left: Constanza Napolitano, Lilian Villabla
with Andean cat, and Eliseo del Gado.

Ji
m

 S
an

de
rs

on



Feline Conservation Federation
Volume 53, Issue 2—March April 2009

19

Jim Sanderson, Ph.D.
Small Cat Conservation Alliance

My colleagues at Wildlife Conservation
Network have demonstrated the effect of
establishing a long-term presence, a base of
operations, to work with local communities
and to monitor populations of wildlife.
Conservation efforts on behalf of cheetahs,
elephants, and African wild dogs, for
instance, have yielded significant gains. A
special edition of IUCN Cat News was
recently published for cheetahs. Creation of
a permanent conservation and monitoring
station for many small cats, such as the
Andean cat and Pampas cat, has been
severely handicapped by a lack of knowl-
edge of just where the cats occur.

In 1998, following my successful study

of the guiña, I decided to look for the most
elusive wild cat in the Americas, the
Andean cat (Leopardus jacobita). Until my
efforts, just two photographs had been pub-
lished of the Andean cat (one more than the
guiña). Indeed, the name jacobita had near-
mythical connotations. Shortly after my
photograph of the Andean cat appeared in
the February 2000 issue of National Geo-
graphic Magazine, people would say to
me, “So you’re the guy who found
jacobita.” It was indeed a magical moment. 

During the past decade my colleagues,
notably the 40+ people working under the
umbrella of the Andean Cat Alliance
(AGA, a WCN partner organization) in
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, and Peru, I,
enabled by your generous help, have
improved our understanding of the geo-
graphic distribution of the Andean cat.
Armed with this hard-won information, and
a much-improved appreciation of threats to
the Andean cat, we can now identify sever-
al areas where the population of Andean
cats is significant and where local commu-
nities are supportive of conservation
actions. 

Two regions within the greater geo-
graphic range of the Andean cat (that also
includes Pampas cats) contain what I refer
to as high value conservation areas. These
are shown as the light circles in the adja-
cent map. These areas are the international
tri-borders of Bolivia-Chile-Peru in the
north and Argentina-Bolivia-Chile in the
southwest of Bolivia. This is not to suggest
that other areas are less important, only that
we know that cats and communities occur
in these two regions. In summary, in one
decade 1998-2008 we have come from
very little is known to much is known
about the Andean cat and the threats it
faces. We can also say with certainty: the
Andean cat is the most threatened cat in the
Americas and the only IUCN Red List
Endangered cat in the Americas.

We have come a long way in a decade.
Now let’s create an effective conservation
program just as my WCN colleagues have
done elsewhere, most notably in Africa. 
Why is monitoring necessary?

A few months ago the co-chairs of the

Cat Specialist Group asked if I could give a
presentation on small cats at an art exhibit
opening. During my presentation, I heard
myself saying something like the follow-
ing:

Conservationists concerned with the
Andean cat have two problems that must
be addressed. First, indigenous people
attribute supernatural powers to wild cats;
these powers can be harnessed by killing
the cat, decorating it, and displaying the
dead cat. If this is not bad enough, we have
a second problem: Andean cats show no
fear of people; they do not run away. I then
added: traditional use has a significant neg-
ative impact on the Andean cat population.

Though I continued my talk, my brain
was gripped on what I had just said. I had
absolutely no data to show that traditional
use had a negative impact on the Andean
cat population. It sounded good of course,
and it makes sense, but it might well not be
true at all. Perhaps the fact that local people
eat mountain viscachas, the main prey item
of the Andean cat, might have a more pro-
found impact on Andean cat populations.
Perhaps global warming was causing
streams and hence forage for mountain vis-
cachas to disappear. Without data, all I had
was belief, not knowledge. Indeed, I did
not even know if the population of cats was
increasing or decreasing. Not knowing the
population trend of the Andean cat meant
that I could not say what impacts, if any,

The Establishment of the
Andean Cat Conservation and Monitoring Center

Light colored circles show the
high value conservation areas of
the Andean cat. 

Indigenous people turn Andean
cats into talismans.
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Calama, both of which are served by direct
passenger jet flights from Santiago. I rented
an Avis car and the drive to San Pedro was
less than 90 minutes. SPdA, though a small
village, is a tourist center where geysers
and hot springs attract people from all over
the world. SPdA’s elevation is 2800m and
the climate is comfortable and nearly con-
stant throughout the year. 

Though precipitation is rare, SPdA is fed
by a permanent stream. There are many
hotels, restaurants, and shops. Indigenous
people live in SPdA and smaller communi-
ties are located through the higher Andes
where the Andean cat occurs. Bolivia and
Argentina are easily reached over dirt
roads. The Chilean quasi-governmental
organization CONAF has a compound on
the outskirts of SPdA.

After a short meeting at CONAF head-
quarters in Antofagasta on 14 January
2009, an historic agreement was reached
between CONAF, Fundación Biodiversitas
(a Chilean nonprofit NGO), and Small Cat
Conservation Alliance (SCCA) to establish
a permanent Andean cat conservation and
monitoring station on the CONAF com-
pound at SPdA. 

RAW MEAT SUPPLEMENT FOR ALL CARNIVORES

Based on whole prey composition, this supplement balances the nutrients lacking in
skeletal muscle meat-based diets for carnivores: vitamins A & D (normally supplied
by the liver), B vitamins (from gut contents of whole prey), and of course calcium
(found in bones). This supplement also contains added taurine – an essential amino
acid for felids – and the antioxidant vitamin E. 
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1-877-900-3003    ~    1-800-445-2881    ~     FAX:1-308-532-2744
EMAIL: cenpack@kdsi.net    WEB PAGE:  www.nebraskabrand.com

MEAT COMPLETE
WITH TAURINE

outside threats were having on the popula-
tion of Andean cats. Population estimates
were needed to reach any conclusions and
this requires a sample census and estima-

tion. In any case, threats must
still be monitored and perhaps
mitigated.

With the progress we have
made, we are now in a posi-
tion to create an Andean cat
conservation and monitoring
station. We know where two
such stations can be located.
One such place is in San
Pedro de Acatama, Chile on
the Argentina-Bolivia-Chile
border on the above map.

The adjacent map shows
the port city of Antofagasta. A
paved road leads northeast to
Calama, and the east-south-
east to San Pedro de Atacama.
Across the border in Bolivia is
a national park (gray). There
are several national parks in
Chile in the region but indige-
nous people were there first
and so continue to live in the

parks.
Briefly, San Pedro de Atacama (SPdA)

can be reached by paved road from the port
city of Antofagasta, or the interior city of

Map showing San Pedro de Atacama in Chile
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CONAF compound, San Pedro de Atacama
My purpose of visiting San Pedro de

Atacama was not to enjoy the geysers and
hot springs. Indeed, I never saw them. My
objective was to visit the CONAF com-
pound, meet the staff, and inspect the facili-
ties, and measure one particular building.
This is the building that CONAF has sug-
gested we use to create the station. Obvi-
ously the building has not been used for
quite some time and requires full renova-
tion. However, this has been made available
by CONAF to Fundación Biodiversitas and
SCCA at no up-front cost in good faith that
it will be transformed into a center of con-
servation activity. 

Rather than describe what I saw, it is far
better to show you what I saw in pictures

on these pages.
How will SCCA keep the cost of operat-

ing the station under control? SCCA’s over-
head presently consists of a cell phone and
website maintenance. I personally accept
no salary. WCN partner Steve Gold is
already assembling the solar photovoltaic
system and hot water panels that are neces-
sary to operate our station as well as the
local CONAF station. We expect to ship
this freight from San Francisco to Antofa-
gasta in late 2009. This will take care of all
our power requirements. SPdA is famous
for its clear skies so I fully expect the sta-
tion will in fact be self-sufficient. A 4WD
truck is required before we can venture into
the Andes. The truck is a fixed up-front
cost with recurring insurance and opera-
tional costs. There will be no paid employ-

Roberto entering the north face of the future Andean cat conservation
and monitoring station. The building is 26 feet wide by 73 feet long. 

West facing wall of the building. Many of the windows are broken.

Rear of adjacent CONAF headquarters as seen from our building. The large cylinder is exhibit space.
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ees at our station. The compound is used on
a daily basis and already has a local guard.
My plan is to open the station to students,
colleagues, and researchers who will pay
for the use of the station rooms (hotel
rooms are expensive and often full). We
will encourage visiting scientists to hire
local people as technicians for their pro-
jects. In this way, science programs will
benefit local communities.

I fully expect all of you to visit. When
we really get going, it will be possible to
visit local communities who will be help-
ing us with camera trapping and other
efforts, and with luck and some radio-col-
lars, we should be able to observe one of
the rarest cats on earth, an Andean cat, in
its native habitat.

What funding is required to get the sta-

tion up and running? The table below is a
preliminary estimate.

Fundación Biodiversitas and SCCA are
asking a local hotel, Explora, for help in
designing the interior of the station. We
believe the concrete slab might not support
the weight of the adobe bricks. Water must
be run from the CONAF headquarters to
our building. Also, this is a geologically
active area that causes the walls and sills to
be subjected to unusual stresses. Rein-
forced rebar and cement are required.
Explora is a 5-star hotel offering rooms
with a three-night minimum stay. Tours to
geysers, hot springs, and incredibly scenic
thermal pools are available. If you are
interested, please visit
http://www.explora.com/atacama_thep-
lace.php

Final Note
Some might suggest that I have aban-

doned my efforts to raise the profile of
other small wild cats such as the bay cat,
flat-headed cat, Javan fishing cat, and Chi-
nese mountain cat, and those other small
cats near and dear to my heart and the
hearts of my colleagues (and you) else-
where. SCCA’s and my personal goals
remain the same: To raise the profile of the
world’s most threatened small cats and to
create a group of monitoring stations from
which to reach local communities and initi-
ate conservation efforts. What has always
been missing is where. For the Andean cat
and Pampas cat we know where. Part of
my plan is to invite my colleagues from
around the world to the Andean cat conser-
vation and monitoring station. This will
encourage them to become involved in the
same way. •

The interior of the building with exposed roof trusses. The roof is open on
the sides and not insulated. There is no water to the building.

Eventually we must create a sec-
ond such station, perhaps in Pari-
nacota, Chile on the Peru-Bolivia
border, near top of map. Again
access is by paved road from
Arica, Chile, and CONAF has two
stations in the area already. 

Item Cost (US$)
4WD Truck (used) 12,000
Building renovation incl labor & material transport 55,000
Furnishing from Antofagasta 7,000
Shipping solar equipment from CA to Chile 8,000
Total 82,000
SCCA provided funds 21,000
Total needed 61,000
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Reviewed by Patrick Callahan,
Chair, FCF Conservation Committee

In order to focus the conservation efforts
of FCF and the committee I was elected to
lead, I hit upon the idea of using book
reviews. Now, I am not Oprah, but we can
trade books with fellow members, or buy
new or used books over the internet, mean-
ing easy access for all. Then too, animal
lovers usually have a home library for
recreation and information anyway.

Doing conservation “in-situ” is hard,
complex work! Projects where the stars
align and the ducks line up, are to be trea-
sured! That is not the norm! The books I
plan to review will show the hard side of
the work. And we all need to know
some general truths of conserva-
tion and some of the controversies.

Rabinowitz’s book “Life in the
Valley of Death” is both a personal,
even intimate, illustrative work of
what I want FCF to understand
about conservation. It can be heart-
breaking, shocking, and graphic.
Conservation, after all, is in the eye
of the beholder.

So we begin on the Ledo Road.
If you know any World War II his-
tory in Asia, you have probably
heard of the Ledo Road.

It was built as a supply road by
the Allies from India, through
Northern Myanmar (Burma) to
China. The Ledo Road sort of still
exists in this undeveloped region.
And “there be tigers” and other
creatures still hunted and revered
by the various indigenous folks.
This book looks at the Myanmar
part of the area, especially the
well-forested Hukawng Valley.

A quick list of some animals
there include: gaur—the tallest
wild bovine, wild boar, sambar
(deer), barking and leaf deer, ele-
phants, Asian black bear, and some
primates, especially gibbons.
Along with the tigers we can add

leopards and Asian wild dogs.
Do you need to look some of these up to

visualize them? You are not alone!
There are human residents as well, try-

ing to survive in the old ways or taking up
new and sometimes destructive habits.
They may mine the forest for traditional
Chinese medicines made of animal parts or
for opium or gold. Factor in some rather
untamed ethnic groups, an overbearing
military, and things can get rough! Oh and
then there is the xenophobic national gov-
ernment that telegraphs “no help is need-
ed” to the outside world. Not a promising
mix.

As you read the book though, you will

see how Rabinowitz had to navigate and
placate, cajole and network, and slog
through terrain both natural and political.
But finally, with great patience, he gets to
the real goal: that all conservation is a local
concern. Meaning that selling the idea of a
preserve to the people directly affected by
its existence, is the key to the whole thing.
If they do not buy-in, then the generals and
bureaucrats and despoilers can run amok!

We know in our own countries that
names like “national park” and “wilderness
area” can be just hollow, meaningless titles.
To people living a very minimal existence,
a national park is a shopping mart, full of
valuable or edible goods. Or if they practice

Chinese folk medicine, it is their
pharmacy. The gifts of the forest
may be used or consumed locally
or more sinisterly, transported
across the porous borders with
China and India.

But if the locals buy in, and are
part of the process, then real
preservation and conservation can
occur. Sustained use of timber and
rattan plus moderate hunting and
fishing can be reasoned out and
self regulated. It cannot be
imposed by well-fed foreigners or
remote big-city politicians. This is
what the hard work is about and
Alan tells in a truthful, harsh, but
polite way. You will read how he
and his colleagues in Myanmar
and some (maybe to us) unsavory
characters worked their way
through the obstacles to establish
something potentially very special
in the Valley of Death. It might
even work!

This is the kind of book that
can inspire young people any-
where to consider field biology
and land use as a career. It shows
that when good people get togeth-
er, whatever they bring to the
table, they can be a real force for
saving the wild or growing FCF! •

Book Review:
Life in the Valley of Death:
The Fight to Save Tigers in a Land of Guns, Gold and Greed
By Alan Rabinowitz, a Shearwater Book, Island Press 2008
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Brady McGee, Ph.D., 
Regional Recovery Biologist, 
USFWS Region 2

Because over 95% of the original lower
Rio Grande delta habitat in south Texas has
been cleared or altered, the Lower Rio
Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge
(LRGV) has been restoring native vegeta-
tion by planting 400-700 acres of farmland
back to native brush every year. Reconnect-
ing fragmented pieces of habitat is one of
the primary goals of LRGV. 

During the fall of 2009, experimental
plantings on a portion of Laguna Atascosa
National Wildlife Refuge will offer the
refuge an opportunity to eventually deter-
mine whether planting density of yester-
year (300 plants per acre) is sufficient. 

In the late winter/early spring of 2007,
LRGV conducted an experimental planting
on the Los Velas (Starr County) site with
300, 600, and 1200 plants per acre. Experi-
mental plantings will offer insight into
whether the invasive grasses are more or
less successful in the varying densities or

whether planting at the higher density more
closely resembles ocelot brush habitat
needs. The LRGV is planting a similar
research field at Garza-Cavazos (Cameron

County) this year at 600, 1200, and 2400
plants per acre, in the more mesic end of
Lower Rio Grande Valley to evaluate those
same issues. 

The 2009 reforestation efforts will be
conducted on key river corridor tracts and
on Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife
Refuge, where there are ocelots and where
the refuges can sooner, rather than later,
ascertain whether ocelot will use reforested
sites. Obtaining this information may still
be 20 years away, but by monitoring radio-
collared ocelots, at least the Refuges will be
able to eventually determine whether and
which plant density ocelots will traverse
through and hopefully use for all or a por-
tion of their needs. 

The trip camera photo is of a female
ocelot and her kitten taken in December
2008 on the Laguna Atascosa National
Wildlife Refuge. This female is Esperanza.
Adonis is Esperanza’s mate, and so, would
probably be this kitten’s father. This is the
first time that a photograph of a female
ocelot and her offspring has been taken
together. This is also the youngest ocelot
kitten documented on the refuge since the
last ocelot den was found in 1997. •

Ocelot Recovery Report
The Feline Conservation Federation is a member on the US Fish and Wildlife Ocelot Recovery Team. In 2006 the FCF awarded a $1,800 grant to
perform a species survey on property in Mexico in preparation for possible future translocations of Mexican ocelots. To help the US ocelot popula-
tion in Texas, native vegetation is being restored. Brady McGee, of the US Fish & Wildlife Service shares news of these efforts, and their first ever
camera trap photo of an ocelot and kitten taken at the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge.
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of her group. She seemed to be smitten by
Seminole, so she was trying to keep the
other tigers further away from him than she
was. Santasia was the next to come in and
was also greeted warmly. 

On tours now you can always count on a
lot of chuffs from both Santasia and Semi-
nole! They are very sweet tigers. •

By Ann Hedderick
Good things do come in pairs such as

Santasia and Seminole, two tigers that
came to us from Ohio in 2007. They were
being housed in a populated area, near a
school, no perimeter fence, and the female
owner was widowed and failing to provide
proper care. Local FCF members got
involved, and the entire FCF raised the
funds to pay for the transportation costs to
move these deserving tigers to the Exotic
Feline Rescue Center (EFRC) in Center
Point, Indiana. This rehoming was the
event that birthed what is now called the
FCF Wildcat Safety Net Fund. The EFRC
made the trip to Ohio to rescue these beau-
tiful 9-year-old tigers. 

I’m a regular volunteer at EFRC, as well
as an FCF member. From the first time I
saw this pair, they were very friendly tigers.
Even though they had to remain in a small-
er cage than we would like for them, they
did remain very friendly tigers, always
chuffing. In December of 2008 EFRC was
able to complete a renovation and they
were moved into a nice big area. They now
have much more room to run and a larger
climbing tower than they previously had. 

Seminole was the first to be moved into
the new cage. He went up on top of the
new enclosure, got in his water tank and
then greeted his new neighbors. There are

eight tigers in the next enclosure. With
Seminole on one side and the eight on the
other side of the fence, they would go from
the front to the back of the cage and then
back up again all the while chuffing a wel-
come! Jackie, one of the eight, was the only
one to show a bit of aggression, though this
mild aggression was against the other seven

r

Good Things Come in Pairs
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FCF Goes to Washington
White House grounds, all the way to the
Lincoln Memorial sitting atop its gently
sloping hill. In order to accommodate the
viewing desires of the masses, JumboTron
televisions had been strategically posi-
tioned so the ceremony could be viewed
from almost any point in the park. As presi-
dent Barack Obama began to speak, a
sound delay was created from having
speakers spaced out along a two-mile long
path. The pursuant echoing effect instantly
brought to mind grainy black and white
films of Martin Luther King’s historic
speeches, given at the same location I was
standing decades earlier. I knew I was wit-
nessing something truly momentous. When
a particularly inspirational sentiment was
uttered, the crowd erupted into a cheer so
loud and with such deep omni-directional

By Robert Johnson,
FCF Director of Legislation

Regardless of your political viewpoint,
January 20, 2009 was a historic day for the
United States of America. I stood on the
National Mall in 12 degree weather with
two million other Americans, excited to
witness and be part of history in the mak-
ing. The wind was bitterly cold and the
crowd was so dense that you had no choice
but to move with the flow. Despite the
inclement conditions and difficulty moving,
I walked in pure astonishment at the real-
ization that every person I saw was kind
and courteous, in spite of the crowd, and
that every face I saw was adorned with a
permanent smile. Never before have I wit-

nessed so many happy people in a single
place. As the crowd grew steadily larger
and the host of distinguished speakers took
the podium, the air grew electric with
excitement. “Welcome to the 44th Presi-
dential Inauguration.”

Watching firsthand as Barack Obama
became the nation’s newest president was
somewhat like waking up and realizing
you’re in a movie. People had piled into
cars, trains, planes, and buses and had trav-
eled from all corners of the U.S. to unite at
this single time and place. The massive
crowd stretched from the Capitol building
more than 2.1 miles down the grass-cov-
ered National Mall, past the Smithsonian
Institution and Washington Monument, past
the famous reflecting pool and view of the
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reverberations that I watched and listened in
pure awe. You expect such sounds to be
produced in epic Hollywood films, but
experiencing it in person, the sound had an
overwhelming effect that no THX speakers
could ever duplicate.

The common thread holding everyone
together that cold January day in Washing-
ton D.C. was the desire for change.
Whether people voted for Barack Obama or
John McCain, the opinions seemed to be
the same, “Obama is the president now,
let’s see if he can do something positive.”
This sentiment seems to be shared by most
Americans and the necessity for change
means that politicians and lawmakers are
willing to look at alternative ways of doing
things. I was in Washington D.C. with Doc
Antle and the T.I.G.E.R.S. staff represent-
ing the Rare Species Fund to do exactly
that. We were there to discuss current
wildlife issues in the U.S. and to provide
lawmakers with alternative insights and
methods for management. 

Doc Antle has had the personal fore-
sight and ambition to address and pursue
the legal issues, which very few private ani-
mals owners have ever done, and he has
been doing so on a federal level. Employing
the expertise and political experience of
Vitello Consulting, a federal affairs consult-
ing firm, we have been able to make signifi-
cant connections with key politicians on

Capitol Hill. By being part of a proactive
legislative strategy and being able to work
directly with this politically well-connected
organization, my personal decision to

accept the director of legislation position as
a result of the recent FCF election was
almost automatic. This is where I could pro-
vide the FCF with the most help.

The Rare Species Fund (RSF) is a con-
servation fund co-managed and distributed
through the FCF. For further information
about RSF, check out the centerfold of this
journal. The RSF has just recently partnered
with the International Conservation Caucus
Foundation (ICCF) as a participant in glob-
al environmental and wildlife conservation.
The ICCF is an organization that brings
together political leaders, foreign heads of
state, captains of industry, and environmen-
tal organizations from around the globe. In
celebration of the inauguration of our 44th
president, the Rare Species Fund attended
ICCF’s Inaugural Gala, which was reported
“to be one of the largest gatherings of con-
servationists.” The gala celebrated the
“achievements by the international, corpo-
rate, non-governmental organizations, and
government communities that promote
strong U.S. leadership in the sound man-
agement of the world’s natural resources.”
The elite guest list included not only politi-

Commissioned Paintings
Original Wildcat Art & Prints

Felines are my specialty!

Rochelle Mason, Artist
 (808) 985-7311   Rmasonfinearts@aol.com

www.Rmasonfinearts.com

Doc Antle with actor Robert Duvall and ICCF president, David Baron, hav-
ing a “conservation conversation.”
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cal figures but welcomed celebrities like Bo
Derek, Robert Duvall, Cheryl Hines, Den-
nis Hopper, Ashley Judd, Her Majesty
Queen Noor of Jordan, Edward Norton,
Rick Schroder, and Joe Theismann, just to
name a few. ICCF president David Baron
was quoted as saying “Not only are we at
the International Conservation Caucus
Foundation celebrating the inauguration of
Barack Obama as the 44th president of the
United States, but we are also uniting so
many different people, organizations, and
ideologies in focusing on solving the cli-
mate crisis that continues to plague our
planet. As part of ICCF’s mission, we are
convinced that it is in America’s national
interest to expand its leadership in the
world to promote sound, long-term policies
of sustainable land, water, and biodiversity
management.” The evening was punctuated
by an inspirational speech by actor and con-
servationist Edward Norton. 

The day following the presidential inau-
guration, we traveled just outside of Wash-
ington D.C. for an opportunity to share
some of our animal ambassadors with con-
gressmen, senators, and the politically elite

of the D.C. crowd. Hosted by actor Robert
Duval and his wife Luciana at their Vir-
ginia farm, the event offered us a much less
formal setting in which we could really
introduce the Rare Species Fund and our
goals to many influential members of gov-
ernment and other heads of worldwide con-

servation organizations. The Rare Species
Fund was the guest of honor at the event and
Doc Antle delivered a persuasive speech to
the party about the importance of presenting
live wildlife ambassadors to create a connec-
tion with, and stress the importance of, con-
servation. A connection and an understand-
ing about this point certainly seemed to form
as congressmen, senators, and even part of
the recent presidential cabinet got up close
and hands-on with tiger cubs, orangutans,
and gibbons from T.I.G.E.R.S. Overall, the
day’s event seemed to be a very successful
step in getting the message of captive
wildlife’s role in conservation heard and seen
first hand by some of the influential individu-
als who will ultimately have a direct effect
on policy. 

The point of meeting with politicians is
not only to express our viewpoint, but also to
understand the viewpoint and procedures of
the politicians themselves. This insight into
the lawmaking world allows us to develop a
more appropriate strategy for creating posi-
tive change. During our conversations with
various parties during the inauguration
events in Washington D.C., some key legisla-
tive points came up that I think everyone, as
members of FCF, should consider and keep
in mind.

First, we seem to have a collective mis-
conception that owning exotic animals is a
“right.” Very much like driving a car, owning
an exotic animal is a privilege that may be
taken away if not done correctly. The rules
concerning where and how to drive vary to
some degree from state to state, so too, do
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the laws governing exotic animals. If you
are planning on talking to your state or
local legislators about current bills and
potential regulation changes, it is important
to understand that they are much more like-
ly to respond to respectful, well informed,
logical responses than they are the emo-
tional demands for ownership of exotic ani-
mals as “personal rights” and “personal
property.” Remember, owning exotic ani-
mals is a privilege, it is not protected under
the U.S. Constitution.

The second thing that seems to be
inevitable is that there is going to be a
reformation as to the regulation of wildlife
in this country. The biggest question is
“who is going to do it?” This query brings
into sharp focus the FCF’s accreditation
committee and our goal for self-regulation.
This is an excellent plan and the expansion
and further development of this program
should be high on our list of priorities. So
too is our education division and husbandry
courses. Most of you have received your
FCF membership cards in the last edition
of this journal. Reading some of the com-

ments posted in the Yahoo groups, I see
that there is some debate about validating
an individual’s handler status. While this
should certainly be a concern, everyone
should keep in mind that we are in a period
of transition within the FCF and some of
these programs are still in their infancy. It
will take time to refine and develop them to
run at their most efficient and effective lev-
els. The important part is that these pro-
grams are in place. We have taken the first
steps to inspect, educate, examine and keep
records of our members. The bottom line
is, regulation is going to happen one way or
another. It is in our best interests to become
our own self-regulating body, before some-
one else steps in and does it for us. We do
not want the state and federal government
to feel they need to intervene and start cre-
ating policy of what may or may not be
done, because we have failed to do so our-
selves. 

The FCF is working very hard to legit-
imize itself in the world’s eye and to
become a respected national and interna-
tional organization. If everything in the

FCF is not what you think it should be, I
urge you to express your opinions in a posi-
tive manner and to personally take an active
part in helping to develop our various pro-
grams. Do not expect things to change
overnight. It is only through our collective
hard work that we will be able to show the
world that the FCF is a responsible, conser-
vation-minded and effective organization.
This will go a long way in protecting our
“privilege” to responsibly maintain the cap-
tive felines, which so many of our lives
revolve around. •

You can watch ICCF president David Baron
delivering his speech at the gala: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOcr-
PQvHGeQ 
This address shows a video of ICCF work
with National Geographic: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNgdo_
MGIFY
A video of Doc speaking to the ICCF can be
found at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJiGHe2
y_pY

T.I.G.E.R.S. staff and animals with their hosts Robert and Luciana Duvall. 
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This past February, Panther Ridge Con-
servation Center in Wellington, Florida was
chosen as the setting for an Italian Vogue
fashion shoot. Judy Berens, the center’s
founder says an army of beauticians joined
internationally known fashion photograph-
er Steven Klein, as he spent the day shoot-
ing pictures of Amber Valetta modeling the
latest in French Haute Couture amidst the

exotic felines of Panther Ridge. Everyone’s
creative juices started flowing and Steven
dreamed up crazy sets with Judy’s assis-
tance. 

Judy explains that the cats and their
enclosures were featured heavily in this
fashion spread; however, Amber and the
cats were never actually in the same place
at the same time. Instead, photos were

taken of cats in the enclosures and then
Judy would clear the enclosure of the cats
and Amber would be posed to appear to be
interacting with the felines. 

In one shot Amber is wearing an
$80,000 gown and is tethered by tow
chains to the empty cage that is home to
Duma serval and Phoebe caracal. Judy says
the gown got snagged on the cage in the
process. Oh well, what’s a little cost over-
run in the fashion shoot for the rich?

As expected, everyone loved the cheetah
and several shots were created using these
spotted felines. Again the cats were pho-
tographed in their expansive habitats and
then Judy would call them into their hold-
ing cages so that Amber could be posed
where they once were. One photo was cre-
ated to make it appear that Amber, wearing
only a garter belt and a bolero (short jacket
with puffy sleeves) was bent over next to a
drooling cheetah observing her butt in the
air. 

In another fanciful creation, Judy
describes Amber as being dressed in the
most angelic manner as she opens a travel
cage door, appearing to release a cheetah.
Judy explains that first she prepared the
scene by clearing the cheetah from their
habitat, and then the crate was rolled into
place. Judy baited the crate with interesting
scents and the cheetah were allowed into
their habitats, where they did as expected,
exploring this novel object, sniffing, and
eventually walking through the open door
into the travel cage and then back out
again. Then it was just a matter of Judy
calling the cheetah back to their night cage.
Amber then posed beside the travel cage
holding the door open. Two separate pho-
tos, taken from the same angle are superim-
posed upon each other and it appears
Amber is releasing the cheetah into the
yard.

The fashion spread should be in Italian
Vogue by the time Panther Ridge is hosting
the next FCF Husbandry Course scheduled
on April 25, 2009 at the Sherbrooke Devel-
opment Clubhouse in Lake Worth. Follow-
ing the class, on Sunday April 26 students
are invited to tour Panther Ridge Conserva-
tion Center and its cats. Judy should have a
copy of the magazine to share with us. •

Panther Ridge Hosts Italian Vogue Fashion Shoot
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Gail Quinn, BSc (Hons) 
Animal Science (First) 2008

Abstract
Captive and natural environments vary

greatly. An animal’s normal “wild” behav-
iors might be suppressed in a confined
environment, consequentially affecting
their psychology. Animals are able to han-
dle captive environments when they have
the ability to display more behaviors from
their normal behavioral repertoire. Reduced
welfare results from the lack of environ-
mental challenge that is evident in many
zoological institutions and this is of particu-
lar significance to those animals, such as
felines, with large home ranges. Environ-
mental enrichment has led to an improved
quality of life for captive animals and an
increase in behaviors that would be seen in
the wild. Felines are important in maintain-
ing species diversity in their natural habi-
tats; their captive welfare is of concern so
that suitable animals can be released into
these habitats in order to sustain wild popu-
lations.

The effectiveness of essential oils on the
performance of natural behaviors in felines
is not widely known, and their use as a
form of olfactory enrichment has not previ-
ously been considered. Furthermore, scien-
tists have identified the need for more stud-
ies into the use of preference tests in order
to give animals some control over their
environment. This investigation focused on
a range of felines in two separate locations,
using preference tests to determine the
ideal essential oil scent of each feline. The
enrichment was most effective in leopards,
with a significant difference in behavior
seen following enrichment. This was evi-
dent in an increase in species typical behav-
iors and a reduction in abnormal behavior
such as pacing. While differences were
observed in cheetah, lion and tiger behav-
iors, these were not significant. Incorpora-
tion of the appropriate essential oil into
enrichment plans for leopard species could
reduce stereotypic behaviors and increase
the performance of natural behaviors, akin
to those seen in wild situations. The find-
ings of this study on captive wild felines
suggest certain oils may be advantageous

as a method of enrichment for some
species. Extended work into this area could
ultimately improve the welfare of felines in
captivity.

Study
Olfactory enrichment employing essen-

tial oils, sometimes referred to as animal
aromatics, is a new area of study. Studies
conducted on the effects of sensory enrich-
ment on captive animals have tended to
focus on stimulation through feeding
devices (Baker et al 1997). More specifical-
ly, the effects of olfactory enrichment on
the levels of natural behaviors performed
by large cats are largely unknown (Ingra-
ham 2006).

By finding out the scent preference of
the felines studied, they are given some
control over their environment. The idea of
offering control to captive animals is not
new and has been a popular element of
enrichment plans for some time. Scientists
have used preference tests since the 1970s
to determine animal welfare (Fraser and
Matthews 1997). However, there is scope
for more thorough investigation of animal
preferences (Sambrook and Buchanan-
Smith 1997 cited Swaisgood 2007).

There is evidence of only two previous
studies using a range of essential oils with
captive wild felines. Caroline Ingraham, an
expert in the field of animal aromatics, used
aromatics to treat a behavioral issue in a
captive tiger in 2005. The tiger became part
of the Siberian tiger breeding program,
which was previously not a viable option
(Ingraham 2006). Essential oils were used
to reduce stress levels in a family of Amur
leopards (Panthera pardus) at Cricket St.
Thomas Wildlife Park in a study over the
winter of 2006-2007. Exposure to the oils
had a positive effect on the felines by
reducing pacing and other stress-related
behaviors; time spent performing normal
behaviors increased (Quinn 2007).

Olfaction is most likely the oldest means
of communication and has minimum ener-
gy requirements (Doty 1986 cited Zenner et
al 2003). Young (2003) reports that olfacto-
ry signals are widely used by many species
of animal and possibly the entire animal
kingdom relies upon it. In the wild, an ani-

mal will seek out plants to counteract an
ailment, whether physiological or psycho-
logical. Felines, in particular, rub them-
selves on a plant to release its scent, which
they then inhale for the desired effect, such
as to alleviate stress (Ingraham 2006).

Animals encounter an abundance of
smells in the wild as they roam across vari-
ous habitats; in captivity they are far more
restricted. Using olfactory stimuli is a natu-
ralistic way of providing enrichment and its
use can promote species-typical behaviors
in felines (Baker et al 1997). Furthermore,
Kitchener (1991 cited Mellen and Shepher-
son 1997) found inquisitive behavior in
felines can be achieved with the use of
novel stimuli such as scents. 

The aim of the study was to establish
whether olfactory enrichment, using essen-
tial oils, is an effective enrichment device
for captive felines. The intention was to
determine whether olfactory stimulation
meets some of the criteria expected of envi-
ronmental enrichment, namely increasing
species-typical behaviors, decreasing
abnormal behaviors, and increasing behav-
ioral diversity, as suggested by Markowitz
(1975 cited McCormick 2003).

The oils are from plants originating in
the Eastern world, except for angelica root,
which is from Northern Europe, a region
far removed from any of the felines’ natur-
al habitats. The home ranges of three of the
four feline species under investigation are
similar to that of the origins of the remain-
ing four oils. Animals should be offered a
selection of oils to allow them to choose
their own scent and not have any forced
upon them. The oils were positioned so that
the felines had the freedom to move away
if desired; in addition, they were placed
outside where the animals were most
relaxed, since this is the most appropriate
time to offer essential oils (Ingraham
2006).

Plywood boards were placed 2 feet apart
in each of the feline enclosures, and left for
one week as a control to allow the cats to
acclimatize to the presence of the novel
items. Five boards, labeled A-E, were
placed out of reach of the cats so that any
aromas from the label markers did not
influence the results. Five essential oils

An investigation into the effectiveness of olfactory enrichment, using
essential oils, for several species of captive feline
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were used to treat the wooden boards. Any
interest in the oils would now be unbiased
due to the control. Two mL of oil was
added to the boards, one oil per board.
These were labeled A – Angelica root, B –
Pink Lotus, C – Rose Otto, D – Sandal-
wood, and E – Valerian.

Results
Unlike the other feline species, the chee-

tah was not fully committed to investigat-
ing the oils. He did, however, display
behaviors that had not previously been
seen, including calling out in short, high-
pitched chirps, and rolling around in the
grass nearby. With no prior knowledge of
essential oil preference in cheetahs, it
would have been inappropriate to select
one for him. Observations of his behavior
ceased at this point, and he was not includ-
ed in the final part of the study.

The lions showed a preference for valer-
ian, particularly the female, who stopped
pacing in order to investigate the new aro-
mas. The leopards were highly interested in
the scents placed in their enclosure, paying
particular attention to rose otto, which
caused them to roll around the floor and
display play behaviors with each other. The
tigers did not show an interest in the initial
preference test, and therefore did not select
a “favorite” oil. Table 2 illustrates the oils
used to enrich each enclosure.

Table 2. The essential oil selected
by each species of feline,
observed by Quinn (2007)

† Since the tigers did not express one
particular interest, sandalwood was selected
to apply to their enclosure, based on evi-
dence from the Siberian tiger study, where
sandalwood was the preferred scent (Ingra-
ham 2006).

There was a significant difference in the
percentage of time the leopards spent per-
forming different behaviors (GLM: F =
9.40; df = 19,79; P = 0.00). Furthermore,
there was a significant difference in the
mean percentage of time they spent per-
forming the behaviors prior to and follow-

leading to improved welfare (Mench 1998).
The findings of this study on captive

wild felines suggest certain oils may be
advantageous as a method of enrichment
for some species, although more long-term
work with a greater number of animals is
required before firm conclusions can be
drawn.
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ing enrichment (GLM: F = 4.25; df =
19,79; P = 0.00). Pacing decreased by 76%
with enrichment, and sniffing increased sig-
nificantly.

Discussion
Enrichment may only provide a short-

term solution in reducing stereotypic or
abnormal behaviors; the novelty factor
wears off because the enrichment device
may not have long-lasting effects on behav-
ior outside of the operational timescales
(Forthman et al 1992 cited Vickery and
Mason 2003). The effectiveness of the
essential oils may have been dependent on
the novelty factor, so they could be applied
regularly to provide a continued source of
stimulation to the felines. 

Nevertheless, there was a trend in the
results with an increase in normal behaviors
observed in all felines. The enrichment was
proven to be effective for short-term use,
which provides a foundation for improving
the welfare of felines in captivity. Further-
more, enrichment items that resemble an
animal’s natural environment, such as the
oils selected, are considered the most bene-
ficial (van Hooff 1967 cited Mellen and
Shepherson 1997).

Introducing regionally-relevant plants to
enclosures might be a practical solution.
While zoos are improving their enclosures
continuously, they tend to forget to include
plant life, which is linked to animal ecolo-
gy. They not only make enclosures appear
more natural, but paint a bigger picture for
the education of visitors, demonstrating that
living things are dependent on one another,
for example for food and seed dispersal
(Robinson 1996). Employing plants native
to the felines’ home regions could provide a
natural setting combined with the organic
forms of essential oil scents usually derived
from those plants.

Humans should not expect a captive ani-
mal to adapt to conditions they dictate;
rather, environmental conditions should be
adapted to suit the relevant animal. Used
appropriately, enrichment can be beneficial
to the physical health of captive animals. It
can reduce the frequency of abnormal
behaviors and encourage species-typical
behaviors (Swaisgood and Shepherson
2005), lessen fear experienced as a result of
captivity, reduce blood pressure and
encourage activity and investigation, thus

Species Scent
Asiatic lion Valerian
Persian leopard Rose Otto
Sumatran tiger Sandalwood†

Continued on next page
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standing stereotypes in captive bears: the
first step towards treatment. In: Gilbert,
T.C., ed. Proceedings of the Fifth Annual
Symposium on Zoo Research, 7-8 July
2003, Marwell Zoological Park, Hamp-
shire. Available from:
http://www.biaza.org.uk/resources/library/i
mages/ARSP5.pdf [Accessed 22 October

What if the Feline Conservation Federa-
tion (FCF) earned a penny every time you
searched the Internet? Or how about if a
portion of every purchase you made online
went to support the FCF? Well, now it can!
Here’s a new and easy way to raise money
for the FCF. 

GoodSearch.com is a Yahoo-powered
search engine that donates half its advertis-
ing money—about a penny per search—to
the charities its users designate. Use it just
as you would any search engine: get quality
search results from Yahoo, and watch the
donations add up! 

GoodShop.com, a new online shopping
mall, donates up to 37 percent of each pur-
chase to your favorite cause such as the
FCF. More than 900 stores including Ama-
zon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, eBay, Macy’s

GoodSearch/GoodShop

2007].
Young, R., 2003. Environmental Enrich-

ment for Captive Animals. Oxon: Black-
well Science Limited.

Zenner, A., Vervaecke, H., Roden, C.
and Van Elsacker, L., 2003. Do female
bison flehm? The distribution of flehmen
behavior in a herd of American Bison in

semi-natural conditions. In: Gilbert, T.C.,
ed. Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Sym-
posium on Zoo Research, 7-8 July 2003,
Marwell Zoological Park, Hampshire.
Available from: 
http://www.biaza.org.uk/resources/library/i
mages/ ARSP5.pdf [Accessed 22 October
2007]. •

and Barnes & Noble have teamed up with
GoodShop. Every time you place an order,
you will be supporting the FCF. You pay
the same price as you normally would, but
a donation goes to the FCF!

Here is the web site:
http://www.goodsearch.com.

Just simply enter the Feline Conserva-
tion Federation as the charity you want to
support. It is very easy to do and only takes
seconds to sign up. Each time you search or
shop online, use this tool and watch the
money add up for the FCF. 

We, members of FCF, are painfully
aware that wild felid species populations
are at risk of catastrophic decline due to
habitat destruction, poaching, and natural
disasters. Think of all the research, conser-
vation, rescue, and education efforts the

FCF will be able to support with the money
you help raise. GoodSearch/GoodShop
donations will help the FCF accomplish our
mission to preserve, protect, and propagate
wild felid species all over the world! 

You can read about GoodSearch in the
NY Times, Oprah Magazine, CNN, ABC
News and the Wall Street Journal. Good-
Search is a good thing! The key to making
GoodSearch successful for FCF is sheer
volume. At a penny per search, the more
people who sign up and use the service, the
more money the FCF will raise. Please go to
http://www.goodsearch.com to sign up and
urge all your friends and family to sign up
also! 

Billie Lambert
Director of Development
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By Dan Stockdale
Charlie Sammut and the staff of Vision

Quest Ranch will be our hosts for the 2009
FCF convention in Monterey-Salinas, Cali-
fornia. Make your plans now to attend this
once-in-a-lifetime chance to visit one of the
most amazing facilities on the west coast.

Charlie Sammut was born in 1961 in
Dearborn, Michigan. He lived in Michigan
until he was 4 years old at which time his
family moved to Redwood City, California.

In 1972 his parent bought a small hotel
and moved to Salinas, California and built
the Laurel Inn Motel and restaurant which
opened a year later. In 1978 he graduated
from Palma High School in Salinas, Cali-
fornia. Although he always had a need to
have and be around animals, his dad didn’t
always share this enthusiasm. It was his
mom who caved into it occasionally. It was
she who must have donated the anthropo-
morphic gene which often plagues him
when dealing with his animals and the film
industry in general. His love for animals
was evident and when he moved out on his
own, he began an extensive and varied
menagerie of pets. All were of a legal pet
store nature, but exotic and unusual
nonetheless. His pets included boas,

pythons, sharks, parrots, alligators, as well
as dogs, cats, rats, and horses.

In 1979 Charlie enrolled at Hartnell Col-
lege, Salinas where he attended the Animal
Health Technology Program with the intent
of pursuing a career in veterinary medicine.
During this time he also worked full time at
the Toro Park Veterinary Clinic.

In the early 1980s the family’s 54-unit
Laurel Inn grew to 146 rooms with his sis-
ter Terry there to run it. For two European
immigrants from the Mediterranean island
of Malta, Charlie’s parents are the two most
successful people he has ever known.

In the mid-1980s Charlie bought Oxton
Kennels, a dog and cat boarding facility, as
both an investment and a hobby. His inten-
tions were for to run the kennel while he

Charlie Sammut of Vision Quest Ranch
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remained in police work. It was toward the
end of this period that he adopted “Sam,”
an elderly cougar I found being held ille-
gally in a garage in Seaside. The owners
didn’t want the animal any longer and
Charlie was able to obtain permits to adopt
him. This was when a “hobby” started get-
ting way out of hand.

The kennel business increased to a point
that made going to work for someone else
every day unbearable. He resigned as a
police officer to run the kennel and start an
educational program called “Wild Things”
with his exotic pets.

Charlie’s infatuation with Sam (the
cougar) led to an attempt to acquire an
even larger cat. He obtained a tiger through
an animal broker he had met along the way
but when the cub arrived, it was a lion.
Opting to keep the lion, the tiger arrived six
months later.

As lion led to tiger, tiger led to bears,
bears to monkeys, and monkeys to ele-
phants. The lion, Josef, became his best
friend, his star, and the single most impor-
tant influence on his life that would change
its course forever. Impressed by his beauty
and special temperament, a trainer in the
film industry asked if I would allow Josef
to participate in a Dryfus Fund commercial
to be filmed at the Grand Canyon, Arizona.
Charlie was getting paid to play with his
best friend in a warm sunny place. Josef
was having a great time too. All the excite-
ment coupled with the financial reward
was enough to lure anyone into the indus-
try. It was then that “Wild Things” became

“Wild Things Animal Rentals Inc.”
Today that hobby has evolved into one

of the most impressive private facilities on
the west coast. In 1994, Charlie left his 5-
acre rented property in North Salinas to
move to the largest investment he had ever
made, the beautiful 51 acre Vision Quest
Ranch located in the sun belt between
Monterey and Salinas. The new Oxton
Kennels operates better than ever and a
complete equestrian center has been added
to further enhance his life.

Wild Things A.R. Inc. now houses 100+
exotic animals ranging from spiders to
African elephants. In addition, they still
maintain a full-time educational program
which reaches thousands of children and
adults annually. The new bed and breakfast
helps support the animals and allows Char-
lie and his staff to share them with many
more animal enthusiasts. Charlie has dedi-
cated the remainder of his land to their new
nonprofit organization, EARS, to help ben-
efit elephants. •
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By Brenda Herd
Piada was obtained at the age of 4

months—a spitting bundle of claws and
teeth, identified as jaguarundi. Upon reach-
ing home, she immediately retired under
the chesterfield and was seen only as a
black streak during the next six months.

Viewing this fright, we decided she
needed company. With the famous last
words, “...after all, what’s one more...” We
presented her with a Siamese kitten, Dara.
Although only a bit older, Piada immediate-
ly picked her up and carted her to the den.

Later, after watching Piada soothe a Ger-
man Shepherd which Dara had attacked, we
thought seriously of providing her with a
mate. In due course the kitten arrived and
was promptly taken to the veterinarian
where she was pronounced healthy. When
released from his box at home, Piada

immediately greeted him and carted him
into the den. It is a funny sensation. Any-
thing with four legs gets carried off to the
den, and I never get to see it for the next
month.

It was love at first sight. We had to veri-
fy Toro’s sex as we had been sold Piada as
a male only to discover her true sex when
she actively and vocally expressed dislike
at being called Sam.

We did not attempt to over-domesticate,
but rather let them, as much as possible
within the milieu, seek their own pattern.
We did this as we had been frustrated by
lack of information about them and wanted
to make some observations. Fortunately, I
do like long sleeves!

When Piada was 2 years old, she came
into her first heat. They sought privacy,
coming out only to eat and to visit. After

75 days gestation and a long labor, she
delivered one kitten which did not survive.
During labor, she demanded the presence
of Toro, Dara, and me. (At least I made
third place!) Delivery date was December
22, 1968.
The Second Time Around

Piada and Toro re-mated in April, 1969
and after 73 days of gestation, she began
her labor. In the first stage of labor, she
spent the time nipping my feet to make
sure I was awake and admiring how well
she shredded diapers to make her bed.
Although she had been investigating sever-
al areas, she made her final choice: at the
top of the bed which had been pulled back
to provide her with an area about two feet
wide.
The Birthing

This time she did not seek out Dara and

Blast from the Past. . . .
And Then There Were Seven
Long Island Ocelot Club
Jan/Feb 1970—Volume 14, Issue 1

Just a few months before Pieda gave birth, Kabuki (above) gave birth to the first domestic jaguarundis in LIOC
history.
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Toro, but seemed content with David and
me (her foster parents, whether she liked it
or not!) At 10:00 a.m. it was apparent that
the first kitten was a tail presentation.

She attempted to aid herself and at 10:50
a.m. the kitten was born. She very deliber-
ately picked it up and bounced it until it
began to whistle.

The second kitten, normal presentation,
was born at 11:10.

Number three arrived at 2:30 p.m. The
cord was wrapped around the neck. I was
ready to interfere but she varied her behav-
ior. Whereas with the others, she had
cleaned them first, with this one, she began
on the cord, disposed of it, battered the kit-
ten between her paws and, when it began
whistling, started to clean it.

Number four arrived, normal presenta-
tion, at 5:40 p.m.

Later that evening, she allowed us to
move her and clean the bedding down.
Thereafter, whenever we appeared to
change her bedding, she would move the
kittens under our bed herself and return
them when the change was completed.

Number 3 kitten did not seem to be able
to nurse, whether because of her very small
size or damage from the tight cord. We
were going to supplement the feeding of the
other kittens, thus giving her more of a
chance at a teat. (Oh, yes, I can count only
six teats. David was a little excited when he
found more.) However, Piada seemed to
feel that we should feed the small one under
her supervision, of course. We fed her every
hour (Enflac) for 48 hours. She seemed to
gain strength very quickly and was soon
fighting for a teat herself. Interestingly, she
seemed in time to follow, very much her
mother’s “baby”—never more than inches

away.
A friend of mine often remarks that a

jaguarundi must be born spitting. I would
like to say it takes almost 24 hours to hiss,
and almost three days for a good spit.
Getting to Know the Jags

Dara, the Siamese, was introduced to the
kittens on the second day. She licked them,
but did not want to remain too long. Then
Toro came in. The kittens clambered to him
and climbed over him. He was interested
but a little overwhelmed by their welcome.

The kittens’ eyes opened on the fifth day
and they began to be more active. They had
their teeth by three weeks and, in fact,
Piada began bringing them her chicken
wings.

We had been debating whether or not to
postpone our holidays when we received
news which made it imperative that we go
to Alberta. As the kittens were just over
three weeks old, the trip presented some
problems. Eventually, we decided that as
Piada knew us and enjoyed all the trips we
had taken, that it was better to take her, and,
of course, Toro. Dara was boarded and we
set out by car. As soon as we started and
Piada had “checked” the car, she settled
down and began nursing. Toro played
guard throughout the trip, checking every
room we stopped in and when with my
family, would take over their bunk beds,
patrolling, while mother and kittens seclud-
ed themselves.

Piada, although nursing until ten weeks,
began encouraging the kittens to imitate
her, teaching them to drink from the bowl
at six weeks. They had been receiving baby
food from four weeks, and minced raw
meat at six weeks. Since Piada offered all
her food to them, and would not eat until

they finished, we had to feed her separately.
Even Toro, whose one ambition is to eat 24
hours a day, would allow them to take food
directly from his mouth. All kittens took food
together until they were six weeks old, when
they became jaguarunidish—that is, every
meal is their last and one has to get in there
and fight. Thus one was reduced to spinning
dishes into assorted areas at appropriate dis-
tances to prevent a concentrated charge.

We returned to Montreal by train. The cats
far preferred car to train travel. Oddly enough,
it seemed that railroad officials seemed to
agree. Being faced with a woman’s hysteria,
they finally agreed that a baggage compart-
ment was not to be considered.

Immediately upon reaching home, the cats
took over the bedroom and we began to lose
sleep as they scrambled over us. After a long
battle, Piada finally agreed to accept the other
rooms instead. Toro began to play more
actively with the kittens and Piada settled
down to their training—things like how to
stay away from people, to hide until called
and, in general, how to give me a nervous
breakdown. Dara played Aunt: she would pick
up one kitten, have it whistle, watch three
adults charge in to see what happened.

As they grew they began spending more
time with their father and Piada began taking
short walks with Dara, leaving Toro to
babysit. At two months, I was informed it was
time to provide water to swim in. Piada tried
to drop a kitten into my dishwater. When a tub
of water was provided, they spontaneously
entered it.

Each kitten has developed his own person-
ality. One male is very outgoing (he found out
who provides the food) and the other is much
shyer and follows big brother. The two
females are more like their mother. One is
somewhat aggressive but the other never
moves too far from mother.

We have found, both with adults and kit-
tens, the male is more easy-going, the female
more nervous. I was unable to differentiate
any change of eye coloring. All kittens and
adults, are extremely playful. They would like
you to toss balls and drag ropes all day. There
are especially active periods both in the day
and in the night.

And a normal sight is to see Toro, followed
by four kittens, then Piada and Dara, solemnly
walking single file down the hall.

Thus, from one small kitten we have pro-
gressed to cats in our beds, fridge, stove,
records, hair—and in our hearts. •

Informative articles on exotic 
animal husbandry. Exotic animals,
products, services, auctions and shows advertised.

PO Box 99, Prairie Creek, IN 47869
812-898-2678 or Fax 812-898-2013
visit our website at www.animalfindersguide.com
email: animalfinder@thnet.com

ANIMAL FINDERS GUIDE
18 issues a year for only $30.00 

Single issue $2.50
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Patty Perry was born and raised in Los
Angeles, California. She has a broad spec-
trum, entrepreneurial business background.
Ms. Perry has successfully devoted signifi-
cant time to a wide variety of fundraising
efforts during her lifetime and has worked
and traveled internationally on many of her
projects.

Ms. Perry established an Arabian horse
breeding business in 1981 that concentrated
on breeding superior individuals from stock
she imported from all over the world. This
early equine experience eventually led her
into the world of wildlife.

For the past decade Ms. Perry has been
devoted to rehabilitation of wildlife and
educating the public. She has extensive
experience with raptors as well as mam-
mals, including felines. In 2006 she estab-
lished Wildlife and Environmental Conser-
vation, a non-profit organization that focus-
es on conservation education and features
animals as varied as eagles to tigers. 

Patty holds federal and state rehabilita-
tion and education permits for eagles and
all migratory birds. Patty is also USDA and
California licensed to exhibit her raptors
and felines in her wildlife programs. 

Patty says she takes the issues of exotic
animal ownership very seriously, believing
that one must put in a lot of thought and
consideration into the decision before mak-
ing the commitment to obtain and care for
these types of animals. 

“There must be a viable purpose and
motive involved,” she says. With this in
mind, Patty recognizes that although
exotics can and do become an emotional
and personal part of her life, she does not
consider them pets. “These trained ambas-
sadors have a specific job,” says Patty, “and
those of us that decide to pursue this
responsibility need to be prepared.”

Patty’s love for animals and her dedica-
tion to education was the inspiration to
assemble her unique group of exotic ani-
mals that serve as representatives for their
species. Patty has spent nearly a decade in
study, availing herself to continuing educa-
tion opportunities and hands-on training. “It
is critical to be experienced and knowl-
edgeable before stepping out to raise
awareness to the public,” she says, and
adds, “This can be accomplished by seek-

ing information and working under good
mentorship.”

Patty says that self-examination and
knowing one’s limitations plays a big part
in becoming a successful owner/educator.
By working cooperatively with credible
and experienced colleagues in the wildlife
field, she has gained wisdom that has con-
tributed to her excellent safety record. 

The most recent additions to Patty’s
wildlife education programs are a pair of
endangered Bengal tiger cubs. The decision
to expand her conservation message to
include the endangered tiger of India did
not come without first spending a lot of
time in thought and seeking out trusted
advice. Patty knew that she must choose
the right animals and make sure they came
from the best environment possible. 

Patty flew to South Carolina to intern at
T.I.G.E.R.S. where she worked with a vari-
ety of young tigers and learned their routine
at the facility. By mentoring under Dr. Bha-
gavan Antle and the capable staff at
T.I.G.E.R.S, she gained invaluable training
on the handling of tigers and firsthand
knowledge of tiger behavior. Patty was
matched with Sajas and Prauna, a pair of
six-month-old cubs. The bottle-raised pair
was highly socialized and desensitized to a
wide variety of stimulus. They were both

veterans of multiple programs, were han-
dled by hundreds of people, and were expe-
rienced travelers as well. 

Because of the excellent handling Sajas
and Prauna received at T.I.G.E.R.S, they
were conditioned to accept new people and
new places and were ready to move confi-
dently on to the next step in their lives.
Robert Johnson drove the young tigers
across the country to deliver them to Patty’s
facility in Southern California. Robert
remained for several days to help settle
them in and insure that Patty and the cats
were comfortable with each other and their
new routine. Patty says the pair adjusted
easily to the change and accepted her as
their new provider and southern California
as their home. 

With a guarantee from Dr. Antle that he
was always available and would assist in
any way necessary, both Patty and the cubs
have a safety net. 

“We all must live up to higher standards
as we proceed through this unique and
magical journey. Those of us who keep
these felines face constant scrutiny. Doing
things the right way with the right inten-
tions, and constantly improving our hus-
bandry skills and knowledge is the power
that will further our cause in a positive
way.” •

Patty Perry Appointed FCF Vice President
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(three months) volunteer at the Bear Creek
Feline Center has opened my eyes to the
world of larger cats. I find the cats fascinat-
ing and wonderful subjects to photograph.
The FCF Wild Feline Husbandry Course
was impressive to me especially with the
range and depth of coverage of the exotic
cat world. Lynn and Billie were excellent
instructors.
—James Peacock

The text alone is a complete and invalu-
able outline guide for understanding the
status, protection, and care of our wild
feline species. Both instructors were great,
and the classroom participation and discus-
sion completed the experience.
—George DeLong

The course was grass roots all the way
with basic information that would be fun-
damental for the beginner and certainly
worthy of she or he who has long experi-
ence with these wonderful cats. That means
the “pros" get the opportunity to remember
once again the basics. That not only will
keep them out of trouble but protect the

The FCF Feline Husbandry Course was
held at Gulf Coast Community College on
Saturday, February 21, 2009 in Panama
City, FL.

What an informative, eye-opening, and
wonderful course! I think what struck me
most was the incredible responsibility
involved in keeping wild felines. I came to
understand not only the governmental regu-
lation and permitting processes, but also
proper facilities and equipment, nutrition
and health issues, the importance of contin-
gency planning, and the proper handling of
these felids. What’s more, I learned about
environmental and behavioral conditioning,
as well as effective enrichments for these
cats kept in captivity for their own welfare
and protection. This course deepened my
respect for those who care for these cats
and the enormous commitment of the cats’
keepers and handlers—and the members of
FCF. 
—Carole Lapensohn

I’ve never interacted with cats larger
than my seven house cats. Being a recent

cats, which is what it’s all about in the first
place. Bravo for good course planning and
good execution.
—Lee Lapensohn 

It’s definitely a lot to absorb in nine
hours, but the instructors Lynn Culver and
Billie Lambert did a good job making sure
we all got all the information we needed.
We learned all about the different species of
cats, the way you bottle feed and care for
cubs and kittens, nutritional information,
laws regarding the ownership and transport
of exotic cats, and caging recommenda-
tions. 

After our tests, we stood outside the
room waiting for everyone else to finish.
Just like most students, we chatted about
the test and how badly we thought we did.
Fortunately, there was no badly to it. We all
passed our tests.

The course is well worth the money and
I would recommend it to anyone who has
or is thinking about getting an exotic cat.
You learn so much that you would normal-
ly only learn from years of trial and error.
—Amanda Libert

Some Thoughts on the Husbandry Class
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By George and Marilyn DeLong
After many years as students in the

classroom and then teaching students of all
ages, we reversed roles and once again
became students. The result was one of the
most interesting and enjoyable classroom
and lab (hands on) experiences ever. We
are new to the FCF, having joined last sum-
mer at the convention at Myrtle Beach.
Animals have always been a big part of our
lives, but not until now have we been able
to experience in a personal way the wild
and endangered species. We are still in the
learning and thought-processing mode, and
the weekend in Panama City far exceeded
our expectations. 

First came the animal husbandry class,
taught by Lynn Culver and assisted by Bil-
lie Lambert. The course is intense—no
danger of going to sleep—but never have

we received more useful information in
such a compact and well developed pack-
age. A happy group of students in a state of
“information overload,” retired to a local
barbeque house for some more relaxed
social interaction. 

Sunday brought crisp weather, clear
skies, and a visit to Bear Creek Feline Cen-
ter. This day will remain in our memories
as one of the best and most enlightening of
our lives. This was perfect timing to experi-
ence and observe much of what we were
exposed to in the classroom. The day began
with a delicious brunch in Jim and Bertie
Broadus’ lovely home. A year ago we
would have never envisioned enjoying
good food and companionship in the midst
of Florida panthers, mountain lions, while
watching bobcats on video and petting the
resident Maine Coon and Bengal.

Our tour began with the largest cats,
Florida panthers and a mountain lion. Bear
Creek owner, Jim Broaddus, and Mike
Myers, shared with us what much patience
and daily attention will bring out of the
majestic animals. Their enclosure incorpo-
rates much of the home and even allows
the cougars to sleep on the deck outside the
owners’ upper level bedroom. We were
thrilled by the antics of Marilyn, the young
Florida panther featured in the
January/February FCF Journal. We were
treated to the loudest purrs we have yet to
hear. Also included was a short verbal
course on the history, status, and identify-
ing characteristics of the Florida panther.

Next stop was the new air conditioned
den and enclosure for the Siberian lynx.
Amanda Libert treated everyone to a
demonstration of this lovely feline’s amaz-

A “Back to School” Weekend in Panama City, Florida
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ing agility. Watching them leap and spin in
the air will take your breath away.

Intern Donna showed us the bobcats that
were spending a quieter day but posed

obligingly for photos. Next stop brought
multiple experiences. Kat Benford shared
her jungle cat, which lives with her at home
but was enjoying a day trip back to Bear
Creek. Mike Myers showed us the two resi-
dent jaguarundis, cats many of us had never
seen. Bertie made a solo trip to Prague,
Czech Republic and returned to Bear Creek
with these two rare cats. The male exhibit-
ed his best jaguarundi “leave me and my
friend alone” behavior. Mike then
explained that the hissing was defensive,
rather than aggressive, as he held his hand
near him with no adverse results.

We were then treated to varied serval
experiences. Lynn King worked with sever-
al of the servals in one enclosure. Many of
us were able to sit with Amanda Libert and
pet her special serval friend, Bliss.

During the husbandry course, Billie
Lambert shared with us “chick-on-a-stick”
as an enrichment topic. We got to see this
first hand on Sunday when Billie demon-
strated her best technique with caracal
Sally. For those who don’t know, chick-on-
a-stick is a frozen chick on a string attached
to a stick. It becomes prey and then snack
item. Sally treated us to a variety of acro-
batics, as she chased and then caught the
chick. Also demonstrated were the best of
caracal hisses as she consumed the last of
her prey.

After the organized tour there were
many revisits, discussions, interactions, and
photographs with this wonderful group of
felines. Jim and Bertie and their staff shared
a great many experiences and a large body
of knowledge with their visitors.

In thinking back over our visit to Bear
Creek Feline Center, one thing stands out in
our minds. We were amazed at the personal
interaction and ownership of the cats shown
by Jim and Bertie and every one of their staff
members. We believe those who shared this
day with us would agree that the cats are
truly part of an extended family that exists at
Bear Creek. The design of the facility allows
the kind of interaction anyone would want
for their cats. •

SANDUSKY by John Prengaman
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The members of the FCF board of directors are proud to announce that dur-
ing the months of January and February, the following individuals have made
application for and been accepted into the Registered Exotic Feline Handler
Program.

Registered Exotic Feline Handler Program

The registration of our members’ handling experience aids the FCF in speaking
for the qualifications of our members and this organization to speak for and rep-
resent proper husbandry and captive management. FCF provides input to legis-
lators and regulatory agencies that make decisions that affect ownership, breed-
ing, or exhibiting of cats. Registration of more members increases the weight
and authority of our comments.

A new online registration form can be filled out directly and now payment can be
made through PayPal. Additionally, when making updates, you can view your
previous experience and add new experiences to build your handler experience
file.

The online form for this program can be found in the members-only section of
the FCF web site:
http://www.felineconservation.org

The fee for registration is $30 per member. The registration remains active as
long as you are an FCF member. 

The board further hopes that members will also take the next step and further
show their support for excellence in the care of their cats by applying for the
FCF Facility Accreditation Program. The overview, basic standards, and appli-
cation can also be found on the FCF website.

Congratulations to all of these members for their dedication to their cats.

Joe Fortunato
FCF Secretary

Leah Aufill—basic
Nancy Vandermey—advanced 

Eric Baralow—basic 
Kathrin Stucki—advanced 
Alan Strachan—advanced 

Apprillyn White—basic 
Kurt Beckelman—basic 

Chuck Bunnell—advanced 
Karen Bunnell—advanced 

Carol Cochran was appointed Region 3
Director of the Field Representative Pro-
gram.

I have been involved with animals, both
exotic and domestic, for over 50 years in
working and caring for felines. My experi-
ence ranges from time with the Cole Broth-
er’s Circus in the early sixties, to having an
educational wildlife show traveling from
Florida to Canada for eight years. Now I
raise Bengal cats and am planning to get a
serval in the spring. 

My love for animals has made me very
dedicated to argue or fight for the right of
responsible private ownership. I have
attended many city and county council
meetings to gain the acceptance of the
American Tundra Shepherd. I have helped
to get other exotic animal ownership
approved in different regions.

I have held the position of president and
vice-president of the American Tundra
Shepherd Club and the Greater Kansas City
Working K-9 Club and I have worked as a
licensed, professional dog show judge,
licensed breed warden, associate breeder,
regional state representative for Missouri,
licensed dog trainer, and animal behavior
consultant.

My employment history includes work-
ing in the accounts receivable field for
many years, working in collections and skip
tracing departments, as well as customer
service. 

I have also worked as secretary and
office manager in the animal industry with
Midwest K-9 Training Estates and Global
Kennel Club, Inc. •

Carol Cochran
Appointed Region 3
Director
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First Person: Board of Directors Meeting
By Kurt Beckelman

On January 24, 2009 the new FCF board
met in Nashville, Tennessee. Some mem-
bers of this board held positions during the
past two years while others, like me, were
new to the board. This was my first oppor-
tunity to meet many of the board members
in person. The purpose of this meeting was
to gain a fundamental understanding of the
scope of our duties and the direction of the
organization and to train the new board
members. You can read the minutes in this
issue of the journal. Each of us put aside
our personal business and lives to devote
an entire weekend to making the FCF an
organization that will continue to improve. 

Friday was a day of arrival. Most of us
made it there by sunset, though Lynn and I
spent a while in front of the wrong motel,
trying to figure out which motel was the
right one. Pat Callahan, FCF’s new conser-
vation director did not arrive until after
midnight. Dan Stockdale, FCF’s director of
public relations, lives in Tennessee and he
drove in first thing Saturday morning.
Bobby Bean, former director of marketing
lived nearby and he dropped in to visit with
the new board members Friday evening. 

We were lodged at the Residence Inn.
Women shared one room, and the men
shared another. If you haven’t slept in a
room of snoring men, I don’t suggest it. No
one snores in unison. Friday evening we
gathered in the women's’ room to exchange
ideas, talk about how to make the FCF a

better organization, and share stories. Some-
time during the conversation our stomachs
started growling, which told us it was time
to eat. 

Waking up Saturday we were greeted
with ice. The beautiful weather we enjoyed
Friday turned into an icy blast sometime
during the night. We ate breakfast then
started the meeting at 9:00 a.m. For me per-
sonally, being new to the board, it was
inspiring. It gave me reason to think the
FCF is a very viable organization and what
we were accomplishing has an impact on
not only the present but also the future. As
with any organization there are disagree-
ments but I was impressed how Kevin led
the meeting to insure that everyone had the
opportunity to express their thoughts and
ideas and in the end the group as a whole
made decisions. Kevin presided over the
meeting and ran it with flair in his humor-
ous way. We broke for lunch at 12:30 p.m.
and had some of the best pizza around. It
reminded me of New York style. After
lunch is was back to work. The meeting
continued until about 6:00 p.m. that
evening. After ending the meeting, we went
out to eat once again. It’s amazing how hun-
gry one gets during a meeting.

After dinner we continued to share our
experience, goals, and what we each do in
our own lives. I saw firsthand that even
though we may not all agree on everything,
for the most part, we are all in the FCF for
the same purpose. 

There were animals involved too. Lynn
and I drove from Mena, Arkansas with two
adult Geoffroys in the back seat of Lynn’s
Infiniti. These were being transported to
Betsy Whitlock to add to her Geoffroy
breeding program. The pair spent the day in
the girls’ kitchen in their large kennels
before continuing on their journey to North
Carolina with Betsy. Erin and Billie drove
up from Florida with an adult caracal they
picked up at the Gulf Breeze Zoo that need-
ed to be returned to Bobby Bean who lives
in the area. Kevin drove down with “spe-
cial” chickens in his van that he wanted
Betsy to take with her to deliver to a chick-
en enthusiast in North Carolina. The chick-
ens were in cardboard boxes, and when
Betsy loaded them along with the Geof-
froys into her vehicle, it was quite an inter-
esting mix for her four-hour drive home. I
wonder what the Geoffroy’s thought.
Seems that with these people, there will
always be animals involved.

Sunday we gathered for breakfast before
leaving. The staff at the Residence Inn was
wonderful and the breakfast buffet was
delicious. Joe Fortunato and Silvia Gerber
both caught a plane home and the rest of us
began packing to drive away. Kevin
seemed very happy passing the treasurer
items over to me. He was almost chuckling
as he was giving them away. Now that I
have been at this position for six weeks, I
think I know why he was so happy to be
free of the bookkeeping. •

Kevin Chambers, Pat Callahan, Sylvia gerber,
Lynn Culver, Betsy Whitlock

Kurt Beckelman, Joe Fortunato, Dan DeArmond
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Nashville, TN
9:00 a.m. President Kevin Chambers

called the meeting to order. Present were
Kevin Chambers, Kurt Beckelman, Sylvia
Gerber, Pat Callahan, Ron DeArmond, Bil-
lie Lambert, Dan Stockdale, Betsy Whit-
lock, Joe Fortunato, Robert Johnson, and
guests Lynn Culver and Erin Patters.

Secretary’s Report: Moved by Dan
Stockdale and seconded by Sylvia Gerber
to ratify the approval of the December 15,
2008 board meeting minutes. 10 yes votes,
motion passes.

Treasurer’s Report: Kurt Beckelman
reported he has opened an Oklahoma Cred-
it Union checking account. He has applied
for an FCF credit card. He has transferred
funds from the Harris Bank account to the
Oklahoma checking. Kurt reported that
Wells Fargo told him that the checking
account is undergoing testing and will be
operational any day now. This account is
tied to the Earth Class Mail account. 

Old Business: Discussion of the sliding
membership dues based upon join date and
the difficulty of adverting and publishing
brochures led to a motion by Kurt Beckel-
man and seconded by Robert Johnson to
standardize new membership dues to a
straight fee of $35 US, $40 Canada and
$50 International no matter when a person
joins. Betsy proposed that she note credits
for new members that join after the first of
the year and new members will be
informed of their credit at $3 per month to
be applied toward renewal fees or be donat-
ed. 

Lynn Culver proposed Registered Feline
Handler registration be switched from
annual to lifetime. Moved by Sylvia and
seconded by Betsy, Handler registration fee
will be $30 per member and no fees
charged for updates. An article about the
changes will be printed in an upcoming
FCF journal. 10 yes votes, motion passes.

Billie Lambert discussed GoodShop and
GoodSearch. She will register the FCF as a
charity for these internet functions. The
FCF gets a percentage when members use
GoodShop for booking travel accommoda-
tions through Expedia.com. The FCF also

gets a fee every time anyone uses Good-
Search as a search engine.

Vice President: Kevin nominated Patty
Perry for Vice President. 10 yes votes,
motion passes. 

Executive Director: Kevin Chambers
presented the board with a job description
for a contract labor position of Executive
Director. The board had previously worked
through these duties and no changes were
proposed. The Executive Director is
expected to perform a minimum of 20 to 40
hours of work weekly and keep written
documentation of time spent and work
accomplished. The Executive Director will
be paid at the end of each month $1,666.66.
Moved by Kurt and seconded by Robert,
approve Executive Director job description
and contract labor salary and hire Lynn
Culver as Executive Director for the FCF.
10 yes votes, motion passes.

Kevin asked for a list of committees and
members.
Conservation: Pat Callahan, Mindy Stinner,
Dr. Terry Moore, Robert Bean, Nancy Van-
dermey, Jim Sanderson, Jason Herrick
Education: Mindy Stinner, Ron DeAr-
mond, Billie Lambert, Dan Stockdale, Dr.
Sue Billiar
Journal: Judith Hoffman, Raven Simon,
Carol Cochran, Lynn Culver, Mike Friese,
Robert Hohn
Development Committee: Tabatha Klibert,
Erin Patters
Wildcat Safety Net committee: Carolyne
Alexander

Field Rep Program: Sylvia moved, and
Robert seconded, to appoint Carol Cochran
as Region 3 Director. 10 yes votes, motion
passes

Betsy moved and Sylvia seconded to
amend the husbandry course programs and
policy to eliminate the prohibition against
having two courses within 500 miles in a
two-month period. 10 yes votes, motion
passes

Facility accreditation reciprocity with
ZAA was discussed and placed on hold for
now.

Inflammatory comments on Yahoo list:
Kevin moved and Sylvia seconded to add

“inflammatory comments” to the list of
prohibited activities on the FCF Yahoo list
rules. 10 yes votes, motion passed.

Terms for appointed committee posi-
tions. Kevin informed the board that com-
mittee appointments do not presently have
a set term. Moved by Kurt and seconded
by Rob to amend bylaw 6.2 by adding,
“Appointees serve concurrently with the
appointing board of directors.” 10 yes
votes, motion passes.

Husbandry textbook changes. Sylvia
showed the board several changes she has
made to the husbandry course modules.
Several test questions are changed, and
some updates to the nutrition module are
in the works. A bonus point question may
also be added to the test. 

Ohio Association of Animal Owners:
Betsy moved, Robert Johnson seconded to
accept reciprocal advertising, not member-
ships, with OAAO. 10 yes votes, motion
passes.

AZA Felid Tag. The Point Defiance
Zoo, in Tacoma, Washington, is hosting
this year’s TAG. Pat and Sylvia are plan-
ning to attend. Pat will contact Bill Swan-
son to be scheduled as an FCF speaker.
This year’s theme is education. Ron DeAr-
mond and Sylvia will create a PowerPoint
presentation that Pat Callahan will give for
the FCF. Travel allowance is available in
the amount of $400 and requires that recip-
ient provide a written article for journal
publication prior to reimbursement.

Lynn Culver redesigned the FCF
renewal forms to a single page to limit the
scanning fees from Earth Class Mail.
Renewal forms will offer members the
choice to renew to October 2009 or Octo-
ber 2010.

Sylvia proposed developing a resource
list on the members website for emergency
situations and response teams. 

FCF brochures: Dan Stockdale present-
ed the updated FCF brochure. Several
changes were requested. Lynn presented
two printing bids and Dan had another.
Rob moved and Pat seconded, that 10,000
brochures be printed using PSPrint.com.
Brochures will be mailed to Lynn and she

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes, January 24, 2009
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bers for financial and public opinion sup-
port.

Washington Legislative Meeting: Rob
Johnson attended the pre and post inaugu-
ration galas and will be reporting in the
March journal.

Hybrids: A discussion on hybrids con-
cluded with an agreement that hybrids do
not qualify for handler experience and FCF
facility accreditation will only examine
enclosures and management of wild cats,
not hybrids.

Ethics Committee: Formulating an
ethics guideline for members was dis-
cussed. A committee was formed to come
up with a draft. Those on the committee are

Sylvia, Dan, and Betsy.
Jim Sanderson’s Chile Project: Jim has

presented a plan to create a permanent sta-
tion in Chile. The location will be within the
habitat of Andean cat and Pampas cat, as
well as other wildlife species. The building
is being donated, but it needs renovation.
The projected cost is $85,000 and Jim has
pledged $21,000. The Rare Species Fund
has pledged $5,000 toward this project.
Once the building is renovated, it will be
available for researchers and scientists. The
March FCF Journal will feature an article on
this project and how the members may con-
tribute. FCF will pursue fund raising for
more money toward this project. •

will fill orders from members who can
request brochures for their local vets, zoos,
and other appropriate businesses.

California Pet Expo: Moved by Betsy
and seconded by Dan, that FCF reserve a
booth at this Expo and Ron, Bobby Bean,
Sylvia, and Dan will be the committee to
develop materials and messages for the
event.10 yes votes, motion passes

Moved by Betsy and seconded by
Robert to offer annual journal subscriptions
to the public for $25 US addresses only. 10
yes votes, motion passes

Kevin gave a report on the status of FCF
Journal advertisers and convention ven-
dors. 

Convention Update: Convention chair
Dan Stockdale planned for the 2009 con-
vention to be in San Diego with a field trip
to the San Diego Zoo. The alternative des-
tination was Monterey. Lynn Culver
requested Dan contact Doc Antle and
Charlie Sammut to pursue Monterey and a
field trip to Vision Quest Ranch in Salinas,
CA. Dan reported he had spoken to Doc
Antle, but not Charlie yet. The board
reviewed the Wildthings.com web site and
discussed expenses involved. There are
two accessible airports and shuttle service
in the area. Vision Quest Ranch would pro-
vide an experience comparable to Doc
Antle’s T.I.G.E.R.S. Preserve in Myrtle
Beach, SC. Kurt moved and Sylvia second-
ed that Dan pursue moving the 2009 con-
vention to Monterey. 7 yes votes, 3
abstains, motion passes 

Ron DeArmond reported he would be
creating a marketing strategy.

FCF Store: Billie Lambert gave a pre-
sentation on Zazzle.com for merchandising
FCF products. The FCF receives 10% on
every sale and 25% for every sale that
comes from the FCF web site. All proceeds
will benefit the wildcat safety net fund.

Website newsletter: Lynn reported that
she has not launched this marketing and
public relations tool yet, but plans to in the
next month. The online newsletter will be
free and presently 160 people have signed
up for it. It will promote the FCF and its
members and will also target non-cat mem-

The FCF membership and the board of directors wish to offer a special thanks to
the following individuals who have made donations to various projects over the past
few months. These donations make it possible for the FCF to provide additional fund-
ing for special projects, fight negative legislation, and support conservation projects
which we might not be able to fund as fully in our annual budget. 

We thank these contributors for their special effort and encourage others to follow
their example by helping to provide extra funding for those projects that are of special
interest to each individual.

Donations

The FCF appreciates your generosity and continued support.
Joseph Fortunato
Secretary, FCF

Project: General Funding
George Delong
John Lanzendorf

Project: Wildcat Safety Fund
John Hul

When buying from
our advertisers,

always tell them you
saw it in the
FCF Journal!
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FOCUS ON NATURE ®

Insight into the lives of animals
PAMPAS CAT

(ONCIFELIS COLOCOLO) 

Several different coat patterns belong to the PAMPAS CAT.
Each pattern is unique to the cat’s particular habitat which
varies from pampas grasslands to swamps to dry scrub. The
range of this adaptable 3-4 kg (7-9 lb) wildcat extends from
Ecuador and Brazil south to Patagonia, including the Andes. 

Rochelle Mason raises awareness about endan-
gered species through her paintings, columns,
and traveling exhibits. Her wildcat paintings
and prints are sold through www.Rmasonfin-
earts.com



YourbestShot

Clockwise from top: Pile o’
servals—Cathy Spohrer • Cara-
cal Crackers cuddles canine—
Theresa Shaffer • Judy Berens
and her ocelot, Macho Man,
show off their matching
footwear • Tim Stark’s baby
ocelot Bella Rose marches to
the beat of her own drum




