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Recently, we have been telling you that
OSHA has become an organization that
we should all be closely aware of.  A pre-
sentation at the convention helped explain
the facts.  Here is some more disturbing
news on that front.

One of the latest news articles has
brought out the fact that PETA is attempt-
ing to use OSHA in its fight to end ani-
mals in captivity.  This tactic was used
against Sea World and their orca shows.
Despite PETA’s protests, ad campaigns,
and even initiating a lawsuit on behalf of
the orcas themselves, nothing proved as
successful at potentially altering the orca
shows as OSHA’s ruling that the trainers
should be physically separated.

Now PETA is trying to use the same
tactic by petitioning OSHA asking that the
human safety organization prohibit people
from physically interacting with captive
elephants.  They are basing their petition
on the premise that doing so will prevent
the hazard to humans and that all physical
interactions should be banned outright.

PETA’s legal counsel says, “There’s no
amount of training that’s going to stop an
elephant from acting like the wild animal
it is.”

Of course, their true intentions are not
to promote safety for trainers and the pub-
lic, but to end all shows in circuses and
zoos, as well as making it cost prohibitive
for those keeping elephants in a full con-
tact situation.  They cite the number of
injuries and deaths and state that the num-
ber is extremely high for the small number
of people actually involved in the activity.
They also say that it is dangerous to the
elephants because they claim training is
done with beatings and the use of bull
hooks.

“It’s probably going to be impossible to
train an animal to perform an unnatural
trick like balancing on a ball if they’re not
able to get in their physical space and use
a bull hook and train them through nega-
tive reinforcement,” Mr. Schwoerke,
PETA’s legal counsel, says.  “Certainly
that’s not something they’re going be able
to do.”

PETA had tried this approach in 2011,
with a similar petition that OSHA took no
action on back then.  However, since that
time, OSHA has reprimanded an elephant
sanctuary in Maine, for the death of a han-
dler, finding that the facility failed to sep-
arate humans from the elephants they care
for.  PETA now thinks the government

should impose that standard industry-
wide.

Even organizations like AZA have
jumped on the bandwagon by requiring
zoos to have only protected contact with
elephants in order to be accredited.  Hypo-
critically, they have allowed special dis-
pensations to facilities that still have
unprotected contact.

Justin Loomis, owner of a circus with
elephants, refutes the idea of protected
contact, saying that it is not only safe for
the trainers, but is better for the elephants.
“I think there’s a danger in almost every
profession, whether you’re an airline pilot,
or in the military,” says Loomis, noting
that none of his handlers have been
injured in recent memory.  “The circus is
an easy target, because we’re not a huge
industry.  Are they going to stand up and

say the horse racing people are next?”
I think we know that it won’t be the

horse racing industry that PETA goes after
next.  It will be the wild felines.  If you
substitute the word tiger for elephants in
what you read above, the story is just as
viable in PETA’s eyes.  We need to keep a
close eye on this and support the circuses
and others who maintain free contact ele-
phants.

Kevin Chambers

4
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From the Executive Director
By Lynn Culver

The Feline Conservation Federation
lived up to its name at convention, gener-
ously donating $2,200 to the Fishing Cat
Conservancy.  Ashwin Naidu returned
from India with an update since we first
met him at the Scottsdale convention,
when FCF members donated over $1,800
to this cause.  We can all take pride know-
ing that the FCF is helping fishing cats in
nature by contributing to a cause that
builds awareness of these threatened
felines, and helps build community-based
restoration of human-damaged man-
groves.  Now, once again, Ashwin will be
directing FCF donations to projects that
broaden the fishing cat conservation mis-
sion.

Another conservation measure taken at
convention was the board’s approval of
the Conservation Grants Committee rec-
ommendation of a $2,400 conservation
grant for cheetah research and mitigation
of cheetah/human conflict in Tsavo,
Kenya.  Hunting is banned in Kenya, but
threats still exist, such as habitat loss due
to human encroachment, actual and per-
ceived conflict with residents and smaller
bodied livestock, retaliatory killing of the
cheetah, and, less commonly, indiscrimi-
nate poaching.  Education programs by
the Tsavo Cheetah Project will have sig-
nificant informative impact, and be com-
bined with demonstrations of livestock
protective measures.  Read the full details
on the Tsavo Cheetah Project (page 25)
your membership and donation dollars are
helping to support.

This is the Convention issue, with plen-
ty of reviews, summaries of the presenter
talks, and lots of photos capturing fond
memories.  This year, we toured two very
different zoos.  The Sedgwick County Zoo
is a top rated AZA zoo and has many
impressive displays and lots of great land-
scaping.  Tanganyika is a ZAA-accredited
zoo with a more open landscape and a
much more personal touch.  There were
opportunities to feed a variety of animals,
from pigmy hippos, giraffes, and rhinos,
to lovely lorikeets.  The FCF, being a rec-
ognized association of feline handlers,
was given a rare treat; opportunities to
interact with snow and clouded leopard
cubs.  Zoo owners Jim and Cherri Fouts
and their son Matt went out of their way
to make our visit fulfilling, and indeed it

was.  I had hopes that we might
have a similar experience to the
Nashville Zoo convention, where
our members were able to hold
clouded leopard cubs.  That is an
experience everyone is still talk-
ing about, and I knew it would be
difficult to top.  But we reached a
new bar at Tanganyika, which I
have no idea how we are going to
top this next year!

The poaching of an adult male
lion named Cecil from just out-
side a protected national park in
Zimbabwe, at the end of July,
made worldwide headlines and
still dominates my Facebook
newsfeed.  It has sparked heated
debates over all trophy hunting,
legal and not.  It has been used to bring
awareness of captive bred lions being sold
to trophy hunters in what are commonly
known as “canned hunts.”  Headlines and
news journalists are informing people that
an estimated 600 to 1,000 African lions
are killed by wealthy Americans annually.
The conservation value of big game hunt-
ing is being publically debated; does the
influx of this blood money really help the
local African economies or the ability of
the African governments to conserve their
wildlife?  Is there an alternative?

Spin-off from this public outrage over
American dentist Walter Palmer’s callous
killing of Cecil includes the decision by
most airline companies to end transport of
any big game trophies in their cargo
holds.  Congress just introduced a bill to
speed up the protection to lions by chang-
ing the Lacey Act’s prohibitions to apply
to not only species designated as threat-
ened or endangered, but to species under
consideration for such designations.  Ani-
mal rights have renewed pressure on Con-
gress to reintroduce their Big Cat Public
Safety Protection Act (a national big cat
breeding ban bill).  Charitable donations
to CRUWild, which radio-collared Cecil,
have seen a sharp increase, thanks to this
outrage. 

People are reacting to this news and
showing it in many different ways.  I
believe another spin-off is the recent pas-
sage of the bobcat trapping ban in Califor-
nia.  Read about it in this Journal on page
29.  The timing of the commissioner’s
vote was just a week after Cecil’s murder,
and I cannot help but believe the poaching

of Cecil played a role in the vote.  While
bobcats are by no means endangered, they
are certainly beloved; in fact, the commu-
nity of Joshua Tree looked out for their
wild bobcats and were furious that trap-
pers had decimated the local population to
satisfy the demand for their belly fur for
export to Chinese and Russian markets. 

On the opposite end of the country in
Florida, there is human/feline conflict
over Florida’s endangered panther.  This
cat has been under intense state and feder-
al management for nearly four decades to
bring it back from the brink of extinction
from less than 30 animals to more than
180.  But it is now facing the reality that
much has changed in four decades, and
habitat that was supposed to be filled with
panthers is now filled with vacation
homes and shopping malls.  Panthers have
nowhere to disperse, and the Florida
Freshwater Fish and Game Commission is
ready to give up on the master plan to cre-
ate three separate populations of panthers.
The reality is, humans leave little for
wildlife.  And if this is happening in the
U.S., how can we expect Africans to toler-
ate lions and Indians to live with tigers? 

In the coming years, humanity will face
increasing threats from climate change,
and increasing human pressures on natural
resources will bring about increasing loss
of diversity.  Humanity must slow down,
accept a humbler life, and be more sensi-
tive to the needs of Earth’s other life
forms.  By raising our captive-bred felines
as goodwill ambassadors, we can create in
our communities an emotional connection
to nature, and that is our best hope for
bringing about much needed change.

Ashwin Naidu with feline friend and FCF’s
check to support Fishing Cat Conservancy.
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By Lynn Culver

Getting an update from a researcher
that the FCF has supported in the past is
always welcome.  Having the researcher
give that update in person at convention is
even better.  This year, Ashwin Naidu,
who founded the Fishing Cat Conservancy
(www.fishingcat.org), spent three days in
June with FCF members in Wichita,
Kansas, and presented his update on con-
servation of fishing cats on Friday with
the other speakers.  We met Ashwin just a
year ago at the Scottsdale Convention, and
members raised over $1,800 towards his
fishing cat conservation efforts.  It was
great to see him again and know that the
donations from FCF members was money
well spent. 

Ashwin returned with gifts this year;
beautiful fishing cat logo t-shirts for dona-
tions over $20.  The FCF members
scooped them up and raised another
$2,200 for the Fishing Cat Conservancy
during convention.

Ashwin began his presentation with a
reminder that fishing cats live in coastal
mangrove wetlands in South and South-
east Asia.  Mangroves are considered by
scientists to be one of the world’s most at-
risk habitats.  In fact, during the past cen-
tury, the escalating destruction and degra-
dation of mangroves, from land conver-
sion for aquaculture and agriculture,
coastal development, and pollution, have
caused an estimated half of all mangrove
forests to be destroyed. 

Mangrove forests not only sequester

more carbon than other
types of forests, but also
store that carbon over a
longer period.  Mangroves
fight climate change and
provide protection from
tidal waves and storms.
Many people are economi-
cally dependent on man-
grove-marine ecosystems.
But these wetlands are
being converted into fish
and shrimp farms.  Com-
mercial aquaculture clears
out all mangrove trees,
brush, and grass cover from
the ponds, and even fences
the area, preventing use or
access by fishing cats or
any other wildlife species. 

The goal of the Fishing
Cat Conservancy is to create community-
managed reserves for fishing cats and
mangroves.  Ashwin Naidu is working
with locals to increase their understanding
of the need to protect mangrove ecosys-
tems and also to restore mangrove habitat
when fish farms are no longer useable
and, thus, are aban-
doned.  Ashwin and the
workers of the Fishing
Cat Conservancy are
documenting the pres-
ence of fishing cats
with camera traps,
teaching the children
and community elders
about this species and

instilling pride in their native wildlife, so
they will protect remaining mangroves,
and they are replanting the abandoned fish
farms back into mangroves.  As the Fish-
ing Cat Conservancy’s message and meth-
ods catch on, there is hope that this highly
specialized feline will be around for our
grandchildren to see. 

Fishing Cat Conservancy Reports Progress At Convention

The Fishing Cat Conservancy has erected community
sign boards about fishing cat conservation.

Educating the community about their natural
resources, and especially the fishing cat, is the
first step to developing a community–based
approach to wildlife conservation.

Large-scale commercial aquaculture farming of fish
and shrimp is destroying native mangrove habitat
and the wildlife that depends on this habitat.
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By Stephanie Wells

“I can’t believe you have a bobcat.”
This is what everyone seems to say when
they find out about Bandit.  However,
when they meet him, they can see that a
bobcat can be a very loving animal.

My son, Jacob Wells, who is a senior in
high school, has a passion for all animals

and a desire to be a wildlife biologist.  It
was Jacob who brought it to our attention
about getting a bobcat.  My husband and I
thought he was crazy and we would not
even ponder the thought of getting one.
Because bobcats are wild and dangerous
animals, right?  At least that is what we
thought.  Our son was
determined to show his dad
and me that a bobcat would
make a great pet.  He did
some research and prepared
a PowerPoint presentation
for us.  He had our atten-
tion.  After seeing his pre-
sentation and all of the
research, we decided to
give this some more
thought.  We let Jacob
know that we would like to
speak with someone who
has a bobcat and learn
more.  So he found Lynn
Culver, who breeds bobcats
and who also owns Noah
Feline Conservation Center
(NOAH).  We discovered

that Lynn lives only two hours from
us; what a lucky break!  This would
be the person we needed to speak
with.  So we then scheduled a trip to
check out these bobcats and meet
Lynn.  Lynn was very kind and
answered all of our questions, and
she even took us on a tour of her
place and let us see all of her amaz-

ing cats.  When I saw all
of the kittens, I knew then
that I wanted one.  We
talked with Lynn and told
her we wanted a bobcat, so
she put us down for one
out of the next litter.
Jacob was so eager to help
get a bobcat that he sold
his dirt bike to pay for
Bandit.  

Bandit, who was born
on July 11, 2014, came
into my family’s life at
five weeks of age.  Bandit
is being raised by my hus-
band and me, along with
our two kids.  We also
have two dogs, Alex and
Sandy, and a domestic cat, Milo.
Our family decided not to

declaw Bandit after doing some research
and learning that declawing may cause
arthritis in the cat’s paws; so far that deci-
sion has not affected our furniture.  We
had Bandit neutered when he was about
six months old, hoping that this would
keep him from spraying when he gets

older.  While he was being neutered, we
also had him microchipped in case we
ever needed to identify him as ours.  I do
not recommend anyone raising a bobcat
with a domestic cat, because bobcats play
too roughly.  Bandit likes to wrestle with
Milo, and he overpowers him and even
likes to sit on him, so we always have to
separate them whenever this happens.
Bandit means no harm to Milo; it is just

that he is so much larger and
more powerful that it is more than
Milo can handle at times.  Bandit
has plenty of room to play, with
full run of our house and a 30x30
enclosure that is not attached to
the house.  His enclosure has lots
of limbs to climb, boards to walk
on, and places to hide, but he
does not like to be in his enclo-
sure alone.  So either our dog
Sandy stays and gives him com-
pany or one of us stays with him. 

We have also discovered that
he loves to play in the water.  Our
neighbor has a pond and Bandit
loves to walk along the edge
looking for fish and frogs.  One
day he got up the nerve to venture
out into the water and before we

Bandit enjoys the creature comforts of air conditioning,
comfy furniture, and plenty of good food.

Bandit the Bobcat

Jacob convinced his parents that a bob-
cat would be a great addition to the fami-
ly.  Bandit agrees.

Bandit is a much loved member of the Wells
family.  He spends plenty of time indoors, but
also enjoys his outdoor habitat with limbs to
climb, ramps to roam, and platforms for rest-
ing.
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knew it, Bandit was swimming all over
the place.  Now he will just walk up to the
edge and jump right in and swim around.
We thought that since Bandit loves the
water so much that we would buy a kiddie
pool for him.  He loves to hang out in the
pool and play with his toys, but if he stays
in there too long, he uses it as a litter box.
So we have to monitor his playtime in the
swimming pool.  Bandit also enjoys walk-
ing on a leash and exploring the yard; he
does very well on his leash and it was not
difficult to train him.  While on his leash,
he likes to visit with our neighbors and
their animals.  I think it makes him feel
like a big shot.  He also enjoys people
coming over and visiting; of
course, he must be the center of
attention.  He loves to play fetch
and hide and seek with the kids.
We can actually toss a ball in the
house and he will go get it and
bring it back to us, wanting us to
throw it again.  When it is time
to play hide and seek, if you
hide (he must see you hide), he
will act like he is on a hunt and
try to sneak up on you. 
His diet consists of raw meat,
chicken with bone, squirrel, rab-
bit, deer ribs, ground turkey,
ground deer, chicken gizzards

and hearts, and occasionally
goat milk.  The cost to feed
Bandit is around $250 a
month.  Being a year old, he
is fed two times a day.  We
also use a vitamin supplement
that is sprinkled on his food.
He loves cat treats and honey
ham for a snack.

We try to keep Bandit on a
schedule, and feel with a
structured environment he
will trust us and we both will
know what to expect.  Bob-
cats can be very scared and
timid animals at times.  You
must have patience and be
calm at all times when work-
ing with or raising such an
amazing animal.  Our family
went on a vacation this sum-
mer, and we took Bandit to
stay with Lynn so she could
watch over him.  Bandit had a
hard time not being with his
family, and he did not want
anyone to mess with him.  A
week later when we picked
him up, he was so excited to

see us that he gave us lots of hugs
and head rubs.  Bobcats can be very loyal
and loving pets, and this one example
assured us that he is dedicated to our fami-
ly.  There is a strong bond between Bandit
and the rest of the family and he is always
letting us know with the way he plays
with us and the way he rubs against us. 

Bandit goes to bed every night a 10:00
p.m. and wakes up at 6:00 a.m.  It seems
that morning time is when the bobcat cra-
zies start.  This is when they get a burst of
energy and run through the house, jump-
ing and knocking things over.  This is a
good time to take him outside to burn off

that energy.  Breakfast is between 7:00-
8:00 a.m. and dinner is between 6:00-7:00
p.m.  Bandit goes outside every morning
and evening.  He needs at least three hours
of outside play and fresh air.  Bandit
prefers to be outside in colder weather,
and he does not seem to like the heat.  I
must say he is a little spoiled living in the
house.

We were told, and are now finding out,
that owning a bobcat is not like owning
domesticated cats or dogs.  They require a
lot of attention and are a big responsibili-
ty, and it takes the right family with the
right environment to make owning a bob-

cat a success for both the owner
and the bobcat.  For our family,
I can say that, overall, I am glad
that we have Bandit.  He has
turned out to be a wonderful
addition to our family.  He gives
plenty of love and affection
with an amazing personality.
Even though he can be a hand-
ful at times, I know that he will
give our family nothing but joy,
and I am sure Bandit feels the
same way about us. 

Join the Zoological Association of America

P.O. Box 511275
Punta Gorda, FL 33951

941-621-2021
info@zaaorg
www.zaa.org

promoting the
responsible ownership,

management, and propagation
of animals in both

private and public domains

Several levels of membership
include commercial, educational,

facility, and individual.
Facility Accreditation is also

available.

Bandit is leash- and harness-trained, so
the Wells can take him for walks and
swims.  Bandit is a regular visitor to this
pond, where he cools off from the sum-
mer heat.

When Bandit goes for a walk, he likes to
visit with the neighbors and their animals.
Stephanie says he likes being the center
of attention.
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Mindy Patterson is president of the
Calvary Group.  The Cavalry Group is
committed to helping animal owners
protect their rights by educating citi-
zens and lawmakers and helping its
membership have access to high-
quality legal representation in the
event that their rights are threatened.
Mindy presented this important primer
on who’s who in the animal rights
movement at the FCF Convention in
Wichita.

By Mindy Patterson

For centuries, animal ownership and
animal agriculture has been revered and
lauded while protected under the historic
principles of private property as outlined
in the U.S. Constitution.  But today, those
who raise, breed, and work with animals
are in a fight for their very existence. 

The web of non-profit groups and non-
governmental organizations whose funda-
mental foundation is the animal rights ide-
ology, collectively make up a $400 billion
industry. 

Today, too many people fall for the
wolf in sheep’s clothing – believing that
these organizations’ ultimate goal is an
increase in animal welfare and humane
treatment of animals.  But nothing could
be further from the truth. 

Dozens of animal rights groups are dri-
ving policy at the local, state, and federal
levels, and are intent on incrementally
destroying our ability to own, raise, and
work with animals.  As we fight their poli-
cies, it’s important to know who is behind
this deceptive destruction working against
us.

• Wayne Pacelle, President and CEO
of the Humane Society of the United
States (HSUS).  Began working at HSUS
in 1994, and became President and CEO
in 2004. 

• Michael Markarian, the Chief Pro-
gram and Policy Offer for HSUS; Presi-
dent of the Humane Society Legislative
Fund; and President of Fund for Animals. 

• Gene Bauer, President, Farm Sanctu-
ary in upstate New York.  Acted as cam-
paign director for California Proposition
2, Farm Animal Cruelty Prevention Act,
in 2008.  Has also been working to pro-
mote the carriage horse ban in New York

City.  
• Animal Legal Defense Fund.  Based

in San Francisco, founded in 1979, to pro-
mote their animal rights ideology by push-
ing “sue and settle” litigation and writing
policy to expand their goal to end animal
ownership at the local, state, and federal
levels, while creating a field of law for
animal rights.  Set the premise for animal
abuser registries.  Over $8.5 million in
annual revenue in F/Y 2013.

• Cass Sunstein, Attorney, graduated
from Harvard Law School.  Held office of
Administrator of the White House Office
of Information and Regulatory Affairs,
also known as the Regulatory Czar from
January 2009-September 2012.  One of
the most radical animal rights activists
devoted to establishing legal “rights” for
livestock, wildlife, and pets. 

• Miyun Park, former vice president
for Farm Animal Welfare at HSUS.  Cur-
rently the Executive Director of Global
Animal Partnership (GAP).  “My goal is
to reduce the greatest amount of suffering
for the greatest number of animals…
Unfortunately, we don’t have the luxury
of waiting until we have the opportunity
to get rid of the entire industry.”  Why
does animal agriculture continue to col-
laborate with those who seek our demise?!
Miyun Park is on the Animal Well-Being
Advisory Panel for Tyson Foods, Inc.

• Sarah Conant, former litigation
attorney for HSUS.  Hired by USDA in
2009, as Chief Animal Health Investiga-
tive and Enforcement Services. 

• Tom Vilsack, Secretary of U.S.
Department of Agriculture.  Top appoint-
ment choice by HSUS and HSLF.  In
November 2012, released memo support-
ing “Meatless Mondays.”  Also, ignored
giving horse slaughter plants their grants

for inspection November 2011-September
2013.  His wife, Christie Vilsack, accepted
$750K campaign donation during her run
for Congress in 2012, in a failed attempt
to unseat incumbent, Congressman Steve
King (R-IA). 

• Ed Sayres, Past President and CEO
of the American Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), has
a 42 year career with animal rights organi-
zations.  Helped launch NYCLASS (New
York for Clean, Livable and Safe Streets)
to end NYC horse carriages.  Launched
“No Pet Store Puppies” campaign.  Now
holds the position of CEO of the Pet
Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC)
representing the pet industry!

These animal rights groups are working
to destroy animal ownership using ballot
initiatives, federal legislation, state legis-
lation, and local ordinance changes. 
Ballot Initiatives:  The ballot initiative
process is allowed in 24 states in the U.S.
– Since 1990, HSUS has passed ballot ini-
tiatives negatively impacting animal agri-
culture, the pet industry, hunting and fish-
ing, and ownership of private property in
18 of those 24 states.
Federal Legislation: HSUS has written
and found SPONSORS to carry the fol-
lowing bills in the current 114th Congress: 

1) Safeguard American Food Export 
(SAFE) Act

2) Prevent All Soring Tactics (PAST) 
Act

3) Prevent All Cruelty and Torture 
(PACT) Act

4) Pet and Women Safety (PAWS) Act
5) Animal Welfare in Agriculture and 

Research Endeavors (AWARE) 
Act

6) Humane Cosmetics Act
7) And, I suspect that the Big Cats 

Safety and Protection Act will 
also be reintroduced 

* Details about each federal bill can be

Fighting the Animal Rights Ideology at the Local, State, and 
Federal Levels
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found on The Cavalry Group website
under the “Federal Legislation” tab
(www.TheCavalryGroup.com).
State Legislation: Animal rightist legisla-
tion was sponsored in 37 state legislatures
in 2015, and details of every bill are too
numerous to list (see state legislative map
on The Cavalry Group website).  But to
highlight just a few concerning points,
most of the animal rights-driven legisla-
tion at the state level vilified “for profit”
breeding of animals; attempted to create
an unconstitutional law that would allow
the prosecuting attorney to file a civil
action forfeiting one’s animals before the
disposition of the case; attempted to pass
onerous restrictions under the premise of
“animal welfare,” but failed to address the
problem of unlicensed, rogue, unethical
breeders who are already in violation of
existing laws; and violated animal own-
ers’ constitutional right to due process,
just to name a few.
Local Ordinances: Through the depart-

ment of planning and zon-
ing, or city or county
councils, the following
are being passed through
local ordinance changes:

• Mandatory spay & 
neuter

• Specified kennel/cage
size

• Constant and unfet
tered access to 
outdoors

• Temperature control
• Guardianship laws for

pets and live
stock

• Anti-tether laws
• Limitation of how many animals you 

can own/breed (limit laws)
• Pet sale bans
• Exotic animal bans
• Pet store bans
• Carriage horse bans
• “Dangerous” animal bans
What to Do: 

• Get to know your elected offi-
cials; your local, state, and federal rep-
resentatives. 

• Invite your elected officials to
your animal enterprise facility to edu-
cate them about what you do, the
issues we face from the animal rights
movement, and why you need their
support. 

• Get to know and understand the
U.S. Constitution. 

• Write for your rights!  Write for
industry and local publications to edu-
cate the general public about our
issues.  We need to quit preaching to

the choir. 
• Keep an eye on legislation, zoning,

and ordinance changes at the local, state,
and federal level!

• Promote yourself and your facility to
your local community and especially to
local officials.
Conclusion: 

Remember that our fight to protect ani-
mal ownership is a fight to preserve our
constitutional right to private property.
America’s Founding Fathers believed that
the most important of our constitutional
rights was the ownership of private prop-
erty.  Our framers knew that if we lose pri-
vate property in America, our country will
collapse.  The Constitution will only stand
if WE defend it. 
Closing quote: 

“If some among you fear taking a stand
because you are afraid of reprisals from
customers, clients, or even government,
recognize that you are just feeding the
crocodile hoping he’ll eat you last.” 

~ Ronald Reagan

Animal rights organizations are strategically connected in
many ways, including personnel and financial support.

The dark green states (24 states plus the District of
Columbia) allow for ballot initiatives – when citi-
zens, collecting a minimum number of signatures
on a petition within a specified time, place adviso-
ry questions, memorials, statutes, or constitutional
amendments on the ballot for the citizens to adopt
or reject.  [Note: MS and FL only allow ballot initia-
tive constitutional amendments, not statutes. AK,
DC, ID, ME, UT, WA and WY only allow statutory ini-
tiatives. IL only allows non-binding ballot initia-
tives.]  The light green states, which are non-initia-
tive states, allow for popular referenda, when the
people have the power to refer, by collecting sig-
natures on a petition, specific legislation that was
enacted by their legislature for the people to either
accept or reject (this process is used much less
frequently).  [Note: Popular referenda are allowed
in all of the dark green states as well, except for
Florida and Mississippi.]
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By Vera Chaples

Chapter Three of the ongoing “Spike
Saga”…  This all began back in January
of 2014, and my absence from the facility.
While I was gone, Spike decided to stop
eating.  Through many laboratory tests,
ultrasound, endoscopy, radiographs (full
body and skull), barium series, fecal
exams, cultures, smears, and exploratory
surgery, we still had no definitive diagno-
sis. 

His illness coincides with my absence
from the facility.  The latest crisis
involved me being rushed to the major
hospital in Gainesville, Florida, due to,
ironically, me getting bit by a house cat.
The bite resulted in hospitalization for a
week on IV antibiotics. 

He, of course, began again to spiral
downward in my absence.  The staff tried
every trick in the book to get him to eat.
From giving Spike a pillow of mine
sprayed with my cologne, to pulling my
truck up and letting him see and hear it
right before meal times.  And these
worked, once each.  Then I had to Skype
with him.  (Do you know what I looked
and sounded like to my hospital room-
mate, chuffing into a computer and going,

“Who's momma's boy?”?!)  Then they
moved on to bringing out staff members
he had not seen in a while to coax him...
and they each had one shot.  He ate for
each of them (three), and then on the
fourth, he flatly refused.  And that was the
beginning of his worst crash yet. 

With still no diagnosis, we are grasping

in the dark and going on symptoms and
what he responds to.  We had him on
one tablet of omeprazole every morn-
ing, which seemed to be working well.
But this was merely a maintenance dose
and not enough to handle a stressful
event, such as my having to be gone
from the facility for any length of time.
Omeprazole (we use Prilosec OTC 24-
hour delayed release) can be given to
felines at the dosage of 0.5 to 1 mg/kg,
and Spike was only on 20 mg daily. 

Stress does not cause ulcers, but
when one is stressed, the stomach acids
build up and any active ulcers are then
affected.  This causes not only abdomi-
nal pain, but acid reflux, which can then
lead to more critical organ failure, such
as, in Spike’s case, acute renal failure.
We also suspect that Spike is the victim
of H. pylori, which he was indeed tested
for on the first go round, yet it was neg-
ative.  The H. pylori test is really not
that reliable, as you can show negative
and still be positive.  A positive is a pos-
itive, of course.  I have to add that tigers
in the wild DO get ulcers from H. pylori.
They actually get it from, of all things,
eating humans. 

This last round, we almost lost Spike.
He looked worse than he
ever had, and you could
see that this silent killer
was taking its toll on our
Spike.  So the hard deci-
sion to get the vet out to
sedate him again was
made.  Each time we
have sedated Spike, it has
taken longer and longer
for him to recover.  All
his blood work was spot
on in prior events, so
nothing showed that
would indicate why he is
so sensitive to sedation. 

Addison came out,
sedated him, and we gave
five liters of fluids.  He
drew blood work, gave

Cerenia, and basically told me that the rest
was up to the big man upstairs.  Nothing
was found on exam that would cause this. 

It took five days for Spike to fully
recover from the sedation.  During this
time, I honestly had long talks with him.
And I had to ask myself as I looked into
his eyes, “Am I hanging on for YOU,

Spike?  Or ME?”  The decision the night
before he really came around was made to
call the vet the next morning to put Spike
to sleep.  And almost like he read my
thoughts, the next morning I found him
bright-eyed!  But he was still not eating.
So desperate times demand desperate
action.  I grabbed his medication, wrapped
it into liver and small beef chunks (pieces
that he could just swallow), pried open his
mouth as he would lie beside me, and
tossed it down.  I hand fed him for three
weeks before I started to see the old Spike
come to life! 

But with the help of our veterinarian,
Dr. Addison, we seem to have pulled him
through and now have him on a more reg-
ulated dose of omeprazole, as well as a
diet of only lean red meats and skinned
turkey drum sticks for the calcium and
phosphate.  Spike will NOT eat vitamins.
At this juncture, we cannot afford to have
him go off his food just because we want
to give him vitamins.  So we add liver, the
turkey legs, and prime beef.  We have
eliminated any and ALL chicken products,
as with any ulcer patient, chicken fat is a
primary catalyst for an ulcer attack. 

This has not been an easy last year and
a half.  And, yes, at times I cuss that big
lug...  but God...  I love that tiger...

Third Time Is a Charm

Spike has finally returned to good health and a
hearty appetite.  Vera says, “Come dinnertime, he’s
all tiger.”

Vera and Spike share a special rela-
tionship that enabled Vera to provide
medical treatment and plenty of TLC
until Spike recovered.
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By Melanie Boynes  

I was introduced to the world of exotics
by the man most known as Tarzan.  I
know him as Steve.  Steve Sipek is from
another generation – when people were

not so regulated, when total immersion
with big cats raised as family existed –
before everything became so “institution-
alized” with cages, rules, and human/ani-
mal separation, licenses, and government
control.  This is the man I learned from.
Never did I imagine I would one day have
my own tiger… only to have it confiscat-
ed by the state of Florida.  I
applied for (at the request of
Steve, to have the security of
two licensees at the property)
and received my Class I
license from the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation
Commission in 2006, after
meeting the requirements of
the state.  I held that license
along with Steve Sipek until
2010, when both licenses
were “held up” in the Captive
Wildlife Office (Division of
Law Enforcement).  Multiple
requests as to what the holdup
was went unanswered.  Inves-
tigator Shannon Wiyda com-
pleted an inspection in 2011,
and concerns were addressed.

I was advised by Captain
John West that either Steve or

I would need to obtain a USDA license to
exhibit.  The application was submitted
and the pre-licensing inspection was on
August 24, 2010, with USDA inspector
Megan Adams, who was accompanied by
Dr. Gregory Gaj.  There were minor defi-

ciencies that need-
ed to be corrected
within 90 days.
The six deficien-
cies in the report
were corrected and
I contacted Ms.
Adams to do the
follow-up inspec-
tion.  Dr. Elizabeth
Goldentyer, how-
ever, denied the
application I sub-
mitted on Septem-
ber 16, 2010, based
upon the history of
Steve Sipek prior
to Ms. Adams
returning for fol-
low-up.  According
to Dr. Goldentyer,
because of Steve’s

issues with the agency, I was deemed unfit
as well.  Hence, the troubles began.
(Steve never held a USDA license.)

I filed an appeal with the USDA, repre-
sented myself at the appeal, and lost.
Since I was unable to obtain a USDA
license (based upon Steve’s past history), I
would not be able to keep my Class I

license with the state of Florida that I had
held since 2006.  There were issues that
were corrected.  There were issues with
Steve and FWC.  Both Steve and FWC are
at fault as I stated (along with Vernon
Yates) in the appeal with the state in
2012/2013.  Being a licensee at that prop-
erty, however, I was responsible for cor-
recting any and all deficiencies that exist-
ed at the property according to FWC.
OPERATION GREYSTOKE Com-

menced

On February 27, 2012 (two years with-
out a license), Steve was arrested on two
misdemeanor charges and booked at the
Palm Beach County Jail, and I was held at
bay and that day given a letter from FWC
stating that my license, along with Steve’s
license, had been denied.  Lepa, a three
and a half year old tigress, Bo, a seven
year old tiger, and Oko, a 17 year old
black leopard, were seized by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion.  Lepa, Bo, and Oko were darted, PIT
tagged, loaded, and hauled across the state
to the west coast of Florida, and held at
the Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation (an
approved FWC/USDA facility) in Largo,
Florida.  I spoke with the operator of the
facility, Vernon Yates, that evening after
finding out where the cats were taken and
inquired as to how they were.  “They’re
fine,” he stated.  FWC wanted to avoid
media attention due to the sensationalism
that occurred in 2004 with Steve Sipek.

Vernon Yates told me, “Build three new
enclosures on a concrete slab,
8’x10’x24’ in nine gauge
material [state regulations for
two tigers] and an eight foot
perimeter fence in 11 ½ gauge,
and you will have your cats
back in 45 days…  Sixty at
most.”  That was on the
evening of February 27, 2012,
from Vernon Yates, who is an
agent of FWC.  So I had hope.

Kathy and Kenny Stearns of
Dade City’s Wild Things
decided to help us.  We had a
fundraiser on March 11, 2012,
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, to
raise the money needed for the
new enclosures.  “Bring your
camera and take a picture with
Leo the lion cub and Tarzan.”
Success!  We raised the $7,000
needed for the new enclosures

Melanie holds little Lepa, who was raised by her and
Steve in their home.

A Confiscation Nightmare

All the tigers loved swimming in the backyard pool.  Pic-
tured here is Lepa.
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that day with the help of
Kathy and Kenny, the crew
and animals, and the commu-
nity.  We had the enclosures
built, Kenny brought them
over from the West Coast,
and we put them up on our
property.  Kathy Stearns set
up a 501(c)3 non-profit
named Tarzan’s Big Cat
Sanctuary, Inc.  We hoped
that with a Florida sanctuary
status we would be exempt
from the state requirement for
USDA licensing.  The sanctu-
ary was registered with the
Florida Department of Agri-
culture as well.  A new appli-
cation for Class I license with
the FWC was submitted.
This time, I had representa-
tion.  Everything was in
order and, yet, FWC did their
best to find some reason to deny the appli-
cation.  Finally, on July 9, 2012, FWC
came to do the inspection at the newly
created Tarzan’s Big Cat Sanctuary.  Three
inspectors from FWC came for the inspec-
tion.  The new caging and perimeter fence
and all other required items passed with
flying colors, and Investigator Jon
Garzaniti stated in his report, “[T]he three
cages meet all the regulations of FWC and
issuance of a license is recommended.”

In August, the Captive Wildlife Office,
in Tallahassee, denied the application,
once again due to the history they had
with Steve Sipek.  In spite of the fact that
everything was done to obtain the license,
they said “NO.”  Back to court I went, this
time with representation from Rob Mel-
chiorre, of Perlot and Shiner,
along with Kathy Stearns of
Dade City’s Wild Things and
Vernon Yates of Wildlife Res-
cue and Rehabilitation (where
Lepa, Bo, and Oko were
being held).  Even though
everything was “right,” once
again because of the past his-
tory with Steve, the Florida
wildlife license was denied.

Steve eventually took a
plea deal with the FWC and
paid restitution, and we asked
the court to release the cats
from Vernon Yates.  Once
again, we were back to court.
This time Vernon Yates
demanded he be paid $60,000

for the care of the three cats for 480 days.
Judge Paul Damico said that was an
amount no one could be expected to pay.
Finally, a judge who ruled in our favor!
Our cats were to be released to Animal
Adventures, in Okeechobee, to the cus-
tody of Sue Pearce.  Steve and I chose that
facility because of its location.  Okee-
chobee was an hour and a half away, vers-
es four hours to Kathy’s place in Dade
City.  The ideal facility would have been
McCarthy’s Wildlife Sanctuary, which is
only ten minutes away, but it had no room.

Next, we had to coordinate the move
with all parties involved.  That did not
occur until June 20, 2013.  From February
27, 2012, to June 20, 2013, we had no
contact with our cats at all.  These were

cats that had always lived in
Loxahatchee, with hands-on
human contact every day for
17, seven, and three and a
half years, respectively.  I
knew they would not be the
same cats that were taken
from us, but no one could
have prepared me for what I
would see when the Animal
Adventures team arrived in
Largo.

Lepa, Bo, and Oko had
been placed in transport
cages Sunday evening, and
we were not getting them
until Wednesday.  They had
been sedated even though
they were not supposed to
be.  We were not permitted
on Vernon Yates’ property,
and he and his staff would
not help with the transfer in

any way.  The cats were brought out in
“circus” transports outside of the perime-
ter fence, on a public street in a residential
area.  (This was done while FWC officers
and Dr. Gregory Gaj, USDA head vet,
were present.)  Apparently, public safety
was not a concern that day with either the
FWC or USDA.  The media was also pre-
sent for the transfer; they had been con-
tacted by Vernon Yates.  FWC and the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s personnel were
there with their firearms.  Lepa, Bo, and
Oko had to be transferred from Vernon
Yates’ transports to Sue Pearce’s trans-
ports outside a perimeter fence on a public
street in a residential area.  Oko went easy.
Lepa and Bo did not.  So, we had no
choice but to leave Lepa and Bo overnight

at the facility, pay board of
$169.50 each, and find a vet who
would come and sedate Lepa and
Bo the next day.  Vernon Yates’
vet on the premises said he
would sedate them for $14,000.
Sue Pearce had planned to move
the cats without sedation, but
that was impossible since both
cats were already drugged and
would not move to her trans-
ports.  Sue Pearce’s vet, Dr.
Megan Davis, drove from the
East Coast, to Mr. Yates’ facility
to help move Lepa and Bo.  Dr.
Davis spoke to Vernon Yates,
inquiring what drug Bo was on,
and Vernon was not forthcoming.
He said, “I said I wasn’t going to

Lepa, Oko, and Bo, pictured above, were finally released
after 480 days at Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation.

Steve Sipek has lived with big cats for more than 40 years,
raising them not for commercial purposes, but for the pure
love of the animals. 
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help in any way,” and turned around and
walked away from Dr. Davis.  Vernon
Yates’ actions put the lives of Bo and
Lepa in jeopardy.  Sue Pearce and her
staff had 30 minutes to sedate and transfer
two cats, or they would be charged an
additional $250 for every subsequent
minute over the allotted 30 minutes.  We
paid Vernon Yates an extra $250 for the
welfare and safety of Bo and Lepa.  (You
can read more in TOP CATS ROAR
blog.)  Finally, after both Bo and Lepa had
seizures, we were finally able to make the
transfer inside the enclosed trailer and be
on our way to Okeechobee. 

Lepa, Bo and Oko were subjected to
God only knows what, but not the treat-
ment that they were used to when they
were in the care of Steve and myself.
After a long, hard, emotional day we
arrived in Okeechobee, greeted by FWC
officers, for what reason I do not know.
Protection from the media, according to
Lt. Chris Harris.  Perhaps the media
should have been there to witness the
shape the cats were in upon their release
from Vernon Yates’ care after 480 days.
Bo, the male tiger, had lost between 75
and 100 pounds, and Lepa’s eyesight had
deteriorated in the care of a facility
approved by FWC.  And these are the
people and agencies that are concerned
with the welfare and safety of captive

wildlife in Florida? 
Upon their arrival to Animal

Adventures in Okeechobee, Sue
Pearce did everything to make
the transition easy on the three
cats, particularly Bo, who
appeared to have suffered the
most.  I spent the rest of my
summer vacation in Okeechobee,
beginning to regain the trust of
the cats that were forcibly
removed and changed forever…
and should have been returned in
the allotted time Vernon Yates
said.  After all, he is an agent of
FWC.

Oko, the black leopard, was in
her enclosure in Okeechobee,
next to a clawed leopard that
belongs to Sue Pearce.  Oko was
not clawed.  Her foot went
through the chain link and JD,
the clawed leopard, hooked her
and ripped her toe.  It was determined by
Dr. Davis, Sue Pearce’s vet, that Oko
needed sutures.  Oko never came out of
the sedation and we lost her on November
26, 2013, six months after we got her
back.  Oko came home to Loxahatchee, to
be buried on the property.  There is not a
day that passes that I do not think of my
beautiful girl.  Had she remained in Loxa-
hatchee, or been returned, she would still

be alive today.  She was in perfect
health.

In October 2014, I once again
applied for a Class I license with FWC,
never thinking I would obtain one.  But
on November 14, 2014, my license
arrived in the mail, issued to Tarzan’s
Big Cat Sanctuary.  Then, FWC
informed Sue Pearce that a license had
been issued to me “in error” and she
was not to release the cats.  A few days
later, I received a letter from FWC
informing me that the license was
issued in error and they intended to
revoke the license.  Once again, I could
appeal.  FWC decided to “shelve” my
appeal until I applied for and obtained
a USDA license.  Once again, FWC
was relying on USDA to deny my
application so they could revoke.  I still
had hope, though… a second chance.
This time, two cages were built in Lox-
ahatchee, the expense this time out-of-
pocket.  An inspection was done and
once again the cages passed, but this
time Investigator Garzaniti refrained
from stating that a license should be

issued.  I applied for USDA.  They
received the application on February 7,
2015.  The application has never been
processed.  An application with USDA
usually takes four to six weeks to process,
but this application needed an inquiry.  An
investigator came, from Miami, with more
questions on April 3, 2015.  Finally, on
June 11th, I received a letter from USDA
denying the application, once again
because of past history. 

I have now come to the realization that
I will not have an FWC license, nor a
USDA license (although I am as qualified
as anyone who has both these licenses),
nor will my Lepa and Bo ever be able to
come home, even though I have been in
compliance with FWC since March of
2012, and, if given the opportunity, I qual-
ify for the USDA license.  But because of
the past history of Steve Sipek, I am for-
ever denied.

Now, after two years of traveling to
Okeechobee, and caring for Lepa and Bo,
plus 26 other big cats at the facility, I am
no longer permitted on the property to see
Lepa and Bo.  I appreciate Sue Pearce and
Animal Adventures giving my Lepa, Bo,
and Oko a new home.  You can read her
statements in the TOP CATS ROAR blog
as well.  The past three years have taken a
physical and emotional toll on me.  My
priority has always been and will always
be Lepa and Bo and the care they receive,
as well as the other animals.  For two
years I have worked without a day off,
seven days a week.  I traveled to Okee-

Oko, the black leopard, passed away
while at Animal Adventures.  She failed
to wake up from anesthesia.

Happier days at the Tarzan Big Cat Sanctu-
ary, where the humans and animals could
share space and affection.



Feline Conservation Federation

Volume 59, Issue 4   •  July/Aug 2015

16

chobee, and spent as much time as possi-
ble with Lepa and Bo, as well as cleaning
all cat enclosures, tubs, and water contain-
ers, and feeding at one time, 26 other big
cats.  At first, I was able to do this.  I used
to stay with Sue, as she opened her home
to me as well, until one weekend when
she said she was going to petition the
court to take ownership of the cats away
from Steve.  From that day forward, our
relationship would not be the same. 

Steve Sipek may have had caging defi-
ciencies according to FWC, but his ani-
mals were always cared for, for over 40
years.  There were times we disagreed.
There were times Sue told me I could only
come on weekends during business hours,
so I had to drive back and forth Saturdays
and Sundays.  BUT I DID NOT QUIT.  I
watched as things changed.  I saw things
that needed to be changed, but were not.  I
was alone at the facility on the weekends
the majority of the time.  My frustration
level was increasing.  One person cannot
manage 28 big cats alone.  But Sue was
unwilling to make the necessary changes.
So I made sacrifices.  At first, I was told if
I no longer wanted to do my “chores,” I
could pick one day a week and come and
see Lepa and Bo from the “public walk-
way.”  I would not have contact with Lepa
and Bo. 

There was an inspection on June 26th,
by FWC, and that weekend I was told via

text message that I no longer needed to
come to her facility.  I had planned to go
on weekends.  However, shortly thereafter
I was told that I was no longer allowed on
her property.  She had contacted FWC for
validation and they told her she did not
have to allow me on her property, so now
I am no longer allowed on her property to
see Lepa and Bo.  Steve can see his cats
providing he contacts her and lets her
know when he wants to come, BUT he
will not have contact with his cats either
and will only be allowed on the public
walkway.

Steve is now 73 years old.  He has
health issues and is unable to travel that
distance often.  Not only have the animals
been taken away from him (and me) by
the FWC, but now also Sue Pearce and
Animal Adventures, to whom we entrust-
ed the care of Lepa, Bo, and Oko. 

I have not only had to deal with the loss
of the cats, but also the physical and emo-
tional wear and tear on me for the past
two years.  I have been told by people in

the animal industry that they do not know
how I survived as long as I have, Sue
Pearce being one of them.  Sue told me
that if what happened to me had happened
to her (the taking of her animals), she
would have “blown her head off.”  But
now, she is keeping Lepa and Bo from
having contact with me.

I would never, regardless of the situa-
tion or issue, keep animals, exotic or
domestic, away from their owners. 

The welfare of Lepa, Bo (and Oko,
when she was alive) was and always will
be my primary concern, no matter what
sacrifices I have had to make or will have
to make.  I pray that your animals and you
yourselves are never subjected to what
Lepa, Bo, Oko, Steve, and I have been
subjected.  I pray for St. Francis to protect
your animals and God to bless us, every-
one.

Be careful of your words and actions…
I once heard someone say, “No one will
ever take my animals away from me.”

Melanie rebuilds her relationship with
the cats after more than a year of
absence and now separated by chain
link fencing.

The FCF appreciates your generosity & continued support.

DonationsDonations
The FCF Board of Directors thanks the following individuals and corporations

who have made donations to FCF projects since the last published Journal, pro-

viding additional funding for educational materials for members and legislators,

supporting conservation, and improving captive feline welfare.

We appreciate each donation, no matter the amount, recognizing that it is the

many small gifts that, when combined, add up and make a difference in the effec-

tiveness of the FCF.  We encourage everyone to follow this example and donate

funds for projects that interest you.

General Donations:

Joseph Meyers

Chris Tromborg

Tiger Ridge Legal Fund:

Nanette McGann

Fishing Cat Donations:

Nicole Ammon 

Lea & Bobby Aufill          

Kim Barker         

Kurt & Patti Beckelman

Jamie Borros     

Fred  Boyajian 

Pat Callahan      

Kevin Chambers              

Phil Cooper        

Lynn Culver       

Martin Engster 

FCF Corporation 

Jim Fouts            

Amy Gates         

Jeremy Gillow  

Teralee Harral   

Robert & Sandra Hohn  

Della Jacot          

Shelleen Mathews         

Kathy Stearns    

Mindy Stinner  

Tim Stoffel         

Leila Wassom    
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By Jennifer Kasserman

What a great convention
once again!  For those of you
who were unable to attend, you
were all missed and we hope
you will join us next year.  This
year, I was close enough to
drive, and therefore even able
to go a few days early.  Now I
know Wichita, Kansas, maybe
doesn’t sound “oh so exciting,”
but, like any town, it has a few
gems for everyone, especially us “cat peo-
ple.” 

We arrived at the hotel Tuesday night.
The hotel staff was very nice and the
excitement began as I visited with so
many friends I don’t get to see often
enough, especially my roomie, Della
Jacot.  One great thing about Della is her
enthusiasm and passion for animals, espe-
cially servals, which worked out well,
because for the next five nights we each
had a serval bed-mate.  It took a little bit
of time to get everyone comfortable, but
the cats had taken over the room and
made it their home in no time. 

Wednesday morning, we headed down-
stairs for the educators course, which was
being taught by Michelle McKay and Kim
Barker from North Carolina’s Conserva-
tors’ Center and Zoofari Educational
Encounters.  Next door, Mindy Stinner
had another group for the husbandry
course.  I completed the husbandry course
myself several years back and Mindy was
also my instructor.  It was at my first con-
vention and I remember how welcomed I
felt as a newbie by Mindy and how in awe
I was about everything I learned from her.

I find it very valuable to all that Mindy
still leads this course.

For the last few years, I have been
exhibiting and educating, so I was very
excited to see what Michelle had planned
for us.  I brought my partner in
Exotics R Us, out of Kansas
City, Crystal Harris, to this class,
knowing the benefits it would
offer us both. 

Just as expected, Michelle did
a great job.  I think what I
enjoyed most from the course
though were the questions others
in the class asked and the discus-
sions we all had about what or
how would be the best way to
respond to different situations. 

For the afternoon half of our
class, my almost a year old ser-
val, Sianna, sat in.  Sianna has
been doing programs since a few
weeks of age and she demon-
strated her great poise and atten-
tion while listening and learning
herself.  Sianna is a great ambassador ani-
mal.  Many hours have gone into working
with Sianna to encourage her personality
and behaviors.  Many of you yourselves

have worked with
servals for years and
understand their
nature, so you can
recognize that spe-
cial-ness Sianna has
in her.

Thursday was my
birthday, so that
morning a few of us
loaded up and head-
ed out to Rolling
Hills Zoo, just out-
side Salina.  Know-
ing that our next few
days would be spent
on outside zoo trips,

we decided to tour the museum
at Rolling Hills.  I have toured
the museum before and strong-
ly encourage anyone who has
an opportunity to take the time
if you are ever in the area.
Their animal displays are well
done and full of details.  Air
conditioning helped us out also
as we explored the displays.  A
special display they had on
hand was their bat exhibit.  We
took in all the sights, even the

raised plate coloring table.
Now back to the hotel to get cleaned up

for our first official event of convention.
Sianna continued to demonstrate her

ambassador skills as she took over the
reception area’s greeting table, becoming
the official greeter as members began
showing up and signing in.

We had a great southwestern buffet din-
ner to kick things off, followed by our
general membership meeting and a game
of “Spinning Wheel of Cat Trivia,” com-
plete with prizes.  FCF members lined up
for serval kisses and kitten and cub inter-
actions all evening long.  Our members’
knowledge was tested greatly by different
trivia questions, but most everyone knew
their stuff. 

Friday morning after breakfast, we trav-
eled to Sedgwick County Zoo, located in
West Wichita.  A great water display
greets visitors at the entrance.  The zoo
has an impressive lion habitat, and other
notable species displayed were red panda,
gorilla, and meerkats.  We gathered on a

One of the kittens at convention was this
cute little bobcat.  Photo by Tim Stoffel.

Wichita, Kansas Convention Was Top-Notch

The wildlife conservation educator’s class had a feline
attendee.  Photo by Michelle McKay. 

The “Spinning Wheel of Cat Trivia” was a lot of fun.
Here, Fred Boyajian shows off his knowledge on
hybrid cats.  Photo by Tim Stoffel.
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shady deck overlooking one of their many
waterways at the zoo for a delicious bar-
beque buffet lunch.  I really liked how this
zoo incorporated their natural water
sources throughout many of the displays. 

We met for a special talk at the tiger
habitat.  There is a comfortable indoor
building that overlooks the tigers and has
a large glass window that closes over a
heavy duty wire opening.  Once a day, the
window is swung open and the tigers are
enticed over to the wire by offering meat
treats.  The cats stand as the keepers feed
them meatballs on the ends of feeding
sticks, which offers great photo opportuni-
ties. 

Friday night was left open and many

drove downtown to watch the “Keeper of
the Flames” or the firewalkers show.
Some just hung out at the hotel for some
cat visiting.  Who doesn’t love a baby
Geoff hopping around, with a Siberian
lynx baby close behind and a bob on the
tail of them all?  Solo, Kae Sherrell-
Hamilton’s adorable baby serval kitten,
was only a few weeks old, so he was
available to see in her room.  He stole the
hearts of all who visited him.  I believe
any one of us would have stuck Solo in
our pocket (theoretically, of course) and
taken him home with us if needed.

I was fortunate enough to sneak off to
dinner with a few friends and enjoy dis-
cussions for future strategies pertaining to
all of our real life situations we see in
regards to our animals all over.  One thing
I have learned from my experience in the
FCF is that we gain
knowledge and strength
through the support we
provide one another. 

Saturday morning after
breakfast, we listened to
our noted speakers.  One
of our speakers was Mindy
Patterson, president of The
Cavalry Group.  My first
exposure to The Cavalry
Group was at FCF Con-
vention last year in Ari-
zona.  If you are not
familiar with them, you
need to stop, look, and lis-
ten for a minute.  Mindy
and her husband, Mark, are the founders
of this group, and their purpose is protect-
ing and defending animal owners and
enterprise.  Together, we must all work for
the preservation and conservation of

species. 
Then we bussed to Tanganyi-

ka Wildlife Park.  Upon arrival,
we were greeted by Matt Fouts,
who explained the layout of the
park and talked about the spe-
cial features we could partici-
pate in throughout the day with
our VIP passes.  The park was
fantastic; we got to feed lori-
keets, rhino, giraffes, tortoises,
goats, rabbits, and hippo, and
guests could enter their kanga-
roo yard and interact with them.
Every display was well kept and
filled with great animal enrich-
ment areas.  We were all taking
notes and photos to take home

with us.
We met back up in their conference

building and had a nice, refreshing deli
lunch.  As we were finishing up, we were
greeted by park owner and FCF member,
Jim Fouts.  Jim went through how he start-
ed the park in 1985, some of the trials and
tribulations, projects for the future, and
success they have had over the years.
Their belief in real life encounters for edu-
cating future generations is something
very true to my own heart.

Next, we were presented with a real
treat, as five handlers entered the room
bringing in two clouded leopard cubs, five
snow leopard cubs, and a young bintur-
ong.  Everyone got plenty of opportunities
to hold and photograph the ambassadors. 

As the cubs’ afternoon naptime
approached, we all reluctantly said good-

bye to these special ambassadors.  Next,
Jim and Sherri had even more in store for
us as they led us through a behind-the-
scenes personal tour.  I was in awe of just
how far Jim and Sherri have come since
their beginning and what a fantastic envi-
ronment they have created for their ani-
mals.  They have overcome legal and per-
sonal battles many of us are familiar with,
or more than likely will become in our
futures. 

I was able to speak with Sherri a bit and
was inspired by her positive take on
everything around us.  The tour started
with the rhinos, which came right to her
and waited for acknowledgement, includ-
ing pats from their mom, and they even
called out to her and Jim when we were
leaving their building.  All the animals’
homes exceeded expectations and the ani-
mals all radiated happiness.

We toured behind the scenes of the cat
breeding area.  Mind you, the cheetahs

Impressive lion pair at Sedgwick County Zoo.
Photo by Jeremy Gillow.

The Sedgwick County Zoo has tiger
feeding demonstrations each day.
Photo by Tim Stoffel.

During the behind the scenes tour at Tan-
ganyika, Kathy Stearns got a good look at the
rhinoceros.
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watched every step or rolling wheel as we
passed through.  Servals, caracals, and
Siberian lynxes, all dear to my heart, were
next.  We met the parents of the leopard
cubs we met earlier, and some jaguars,
too. 

Speaking with Sherri was one of my
personal highlights of the week in Wichi-
ta.  Her balance and honesty as a real per-
son in the field were things I related to
while noting the knowledge she shared
with me from some of her experiences.
The Fouts have dedicated their lives to

their animals, as so many of us have to,
and at the end of the day you can tell
they still get the same enjoyment and
satisfaction from an interaction them-
selves with just any one of their animals.
I left Tanganyika inspired.

Back at the hotel, we cleaned up.
Mind you, Della and I had to wait as
Sianna and Mara felt the need to use the
tub also. 

Prior to dinner, the silent auction was
finishing up.  So, as Sianna sat out front
greeting everyone, I was inside checking
my bids.  The silent auction is always an
exciting part, running around, back and
forth, checking your bids, checking the
time, trying to find out who is number
22 that keeps outbidding you so you can
watch them like a hawk.  Then the time
is up and dinner is on the table. 

Throughout dinner, I listened to
everyone share and talk about their day,
and the bittersweetness started to kick in
that convention was nearing its conclu-
sion and it will more than likely be until
next year before many of us see one

another again.  But, alas, things must
come to an end and, like many others, I
was ready to be home with my animals, as
many of us don’t often leave our homes
for days at a time.  Having a few felines
join us at convention, I believe, helps us
all with our homesickness. 

After dinner, as we settled up the silent
auction winner items, the live auction
began.  Della Jacot, our live auctioneer
this year, kicked it into gear with high
energy and enthusiastic encouragement.

There was a great variety of unique,
one-of-a-kind items and friendly bidding
on item after item.  There were acts of
generosity and sincerity that were appre-
ciated and noted by many of the FCF
veterans there and seen by the latest
generation of new
members. 

Altogether, it was
another great con-
vention filled with
seeing old friends
and making new
ones, while sharing
once-in-a-lifetime
experiences.  The
only thing left at the
end was that linger-
ing question of…
“So, where is con-
vention going to be
next year, Lynn?!” 

Sianna, Jennifer Kasserman’s experi-
enced ambassador serval, greets FCF
member Fred Boyajian at the reception
table at the Thursday evening ice
breaker.

FCF auctioneer Della Jacot brings
in the bids on this cast bronze lion
door knocker.  Photo by Tim Stoffel.

Shelleen Mathews lulled this lynx cub
to sleep in her arms.  Photo by Teralee
Harrell.

Ashwin Naidu returned to speak at
convention and enjoy the kittens
like this little Geoffroy’s cat.  Photo
by Tim Stoffel.

Lea Aufill got to feed the rhinoceros at the Tanganyi-
ka Wildlife Park.  Photo by Tim Stoffel.



Your Best  Shots!

Ronald LaTorre flew down from
Canada, for a chance to give a

clouded leopard a chin scratch.
Photo by Tim Stoffel.

Bobby Aufill holds c
leopard cub.  Photo 

Culver.

This was Jamie Borrows’ first con-
vention and she made the most of

it; cuddling this snow leopard
made her day.

Jennifer Kasserm
dles a clouded leo

Fred Boyajian got in plenty of
clouded leopard loving at Tan-

ganyika.

Olivia Robertson, of Walk on
the Wild Side, is daydreaming

about her facility’s next ambas-
sador feline.  Photo by Steve

Higgs.



clouded
by Lynn

man cud-
opard cub

Dan Gluck has an armload of snow
leopard.  Photo by Chris McNeese.

JB and Reva pose with snow leopard
cub.  Photo by Kathy Stearns. Mindy Stinner is in love.  Photo by

Michelle McKay.

Tim Stoffel is savoring the time
spent holding this snow leopard

cub.
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By Phil Cooper

As a first-time attendee to an annual
FCF convention, I really had no idea of
what to expect.  Well, in my wildest
dreams I never knew just how much
knowledge I was carrying with me back to
Mississippi.  On the first day, I attended
and completed the eight-hour husbandry

course.  Diet and health-
care for wild felines were
topics that I hoped to learn
more about, and after the
day was done my instruc-
tor, Mindy Stinner, had
given me as much informa-
tion as I could ask for.
Thanks, Mindy!  That

evening was terrific,
meeting and socializ-
ing with fellow big
cat lovers.  I truly
think I made at least
ten friends for life.  I
enjoyed so much
hearing their stories of friendships
with their big cats.  The following
days were mixed with handling
baby wild cats and very interesting
road trips to the Sedgwick County
Zoo (Top Ten in America) and Tan-
ganyika Wildlife Park.  Tanganyika
Wildlife Park gave the FCF group
VIP treatment and we were allowed
to handle clouded leopards and
snow leopards.  Wow!!  I learned so
many wonderful ideas for enclo-
sures and enrichment for wild cats.

Thanks to the terrific folks at Tanganyika
for making this a special day!!  One sub-
ject that really touched me was learning
about the ongoing fishing cat conservation
efforts.  I must admit that I knew very lit-
tle about the fishing cats before arriving,
but after listening to program director
Ashwin Naidu's presentation, I have a
special place in my heart for these little
wild cats.  Great work, Ashwin!!  Packing
up and leaving my new friends was hard,
but I surely look forward to next year’s
convention, wherever it may be. 

FCF Convention Was a Blast!
By James Aikman, Aikman Wildlife
Adventure

For about the last 18 months, my family
and I have been working on establishing
Aikman Wildlife Adventure, a wildlife
park featuring both drive-through and

walk-through experiences.  We have
worked with just about every type of ani-
mal we will have at the park, with the
exception of cats.  Over this last year, we
have been doing a ton of researching,
planning, budgeting, preparing, and defi-
nitely a lot of learning.  Through all of

that is how we found
out about the FCF.
We felt that becom-
ing members was a
great next step for us
in regards to learning
more about the cats.
Even though we have
always known we
would be starting out
small with bobcats
and servals, we knew
the more we could
learn the better off
our animals would be
and the better off we
would be. 

This was the first
FCF convention I

have attended, and although I was excited,
I was not sure what to expect.  I chose to
come a day early and complete the hus-
bandry class.  The class far exceeded my
expectations.  I was blown away by the
amount of great information that was
packed into just one day.  We covered just
about every topic one could imagine, and
the class had people in it from literally
every experience level.  I was thrilled to
walk away from it with a better under-
standing of what we will need to do for
our cats.  I was also reassured that every-
thing I had been learning before coming to
the class was paying off as well.  I made
some great connections and friendships in
the class which only got better as the con-
vention went on.  I would encourage any-
one who is even remotely considering tak-
ing the husbandry class to do so.  With the
amount of information you learn, the net-
working that can be done, and the reason-
able price, it would be very hard to find
something similar anywhere else.  This
was my first FCF convention, but it will
not be my last one.

James Aikman poses with fellow husbandry course
graduates.  Back row, L to R: Phil Cooper, Ed Lerner,
James Aikman, Robert Beebe, Mindy Stinner, Arielle
Klein, Eric Schiller.  Front row, L to R: Kathy Lerner,
John Kasserman, Scott Green, Adoracion Beebe, Amy
Gates, Amanda Engster, Tammy Rene Crawford. 

Phil Cooper never imagined he would
have an opportunity to hold a snow leop-
ard cub, one of the world’s most endan-
gered felines.

At Tanganyika Wildlife Park, the servals’ spa-
cious habitat was a favorite with FCF members.
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By Barbara Dicely

The Wild Cat Education and Conserva-
tion Fund (previously Leopards, Etc.),
founded by Rob and Barbara Dicely, has
been a USDA- and California Fish and
Wildlife-licensed facility for 30 years.  We
have held U.S. Fish and Wildlife endan-
gered species permits since 1994.
WCE&CF is a registered 501(c) nonprof-
it.

We currently have 21 wild cats at our
facility.  The cats’ enclosures are located
at our home, on 22 acres in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area.  Our cats range in age
from one to 22 years old.

The goal of the Wild Cat Education and
Conservation Fund (WCE&CF) is to edu-
cate the public about the decreasing popu-
lation of wild cat species around the
world, to provide funding for worldwide
wild cat conservation projects, and to
offer safe refuge for captive wild cats.

WCE&CF has been providing school
assemblies throughout the 12 San Francis-
co Bay area counties for 25 years.  We
have averaged 75 to 100 presentations
each year.  Most of our programs are at
schools, from preschool to the state uni-
versity level.  We also do programs for the
Scouts, Boys and Girls Clubs, parks and
recreation departments, libraries, the
Academy of Sciences, and businesses.

We want to educate children and adults
about the amazing wild cats that share our
planet with us.  We feel it is difficult to
care about something you know nothing
about.  If we are going to save the 36 wild
cat species, we have to educate people
about their status and what can be done to
keep them from extinction.

We feel that presenting a live animal
has a much bigger impact than showing a
DVD.  When that cheetah or lynx walks
out on the stage, the children (and adults)
are seeing a real, living and breathing cat
that they can relate to, not just an image
on a screen.

In the past 25 years, our outreach
ambassador cats have included two snow
leopards, two African leopards, two black
African leopards, six cheetahs, one cloud-
ed leopard, two Siberian lynx, four Cana-
da lynx, three bobcats, two caracals, three
servals, two ocelots, two cougars, one
Geoffroy’s cat, and one fishing cat.  Some
of our ambassadors did outreach programs
their entire lives; my first snow leopard

made appearances until she was 19 years
old.  Some of our cats choose to work for
two years; all of our bobcats became
homebodies once they reached sexual
maturity at two years of age.  All of our
cats live out their lives with us.  We do not
dump our cats when they chose to retire.
Outreach presentations should be fun for
the cat.  When it is no longer fun, they
retire.  The choice is always theirs to
make.

Our outreach presentations are strictly
educational.  None of our cats perform
tricks.  Each cat comes out on stage on a
leash and jumps up on a table.  My hus-
band, Rob, handles each cat, while I dis-
cuss information about the species and
answer questions.  Only one cat is out at a
time and our presentations are never
hands-on by the audience.

The other important aspect of our work
is to provide support and funds for in-situ
wild cat conservation.  Our conservation
partners include the Cheetah Conservation
Fund in Namibia, Cheetah Conservation
Botswana, Cheetah Outreach in South
Africa, the Snow Leopard Conservancy,
the Small Cat Conservation Alliance, and
the California Mountain Lion Foundation.
We know each con-
servationist person-
ally and can vouch
that our donors’
money will be spent
on the cats’ conser-
vation in the field.
We donate a signifi-
cant amount of
money to each part-
ner every year.  We
also bring our
ambassador cats to
our partners’
fundraisers held in
the Bay area.  Hear-
ing Dr. Sanderson
give his presentation
and then seeing a
live ocelot, fishing
cat, and Geoffroy’s
cat are the perfect
pairing for the great-
est impact.

We have always
used the more com-
mon smaller cats
(lynx, bobcat, ser-
val, caracal, and

ocelot) in our outreach presentations.
About six years ago, Dr. Sanderson, the
world’s leading expert on the small cats,
asked us to include lesser known small
cats in our program.  Twenty-eight of the
wild cat species are small cats.  Little is
known about many of them.  They are
understudied and their conservation is
under financed.  Many of them are listed
as endangered.  The second most endan-
gered cat is the Andean mountain cat.
The third most endangered is the Borneo
Bay cat.

It might sound strange, but training a
small cat to do outreach is more difficult
than training a large cat.  Small cats do not
want to be out in the open.  Their instinct
is to hide, which is why many zoos do not
want them in their collections.

So, six years ago, we purchased a
female Geoffroy’s cat kitten from Lynn
Culver.  We were told we would be lucky
if we got her to do outreach programs for
a year.  She is now a whopping six and a
half pounds and six years old.  She readily
goes into her carrier and comes out at the
presentations.  We do handle her different-
ly than we do the larger cats.  Instead of
walking her from her carrier at the back of

Our 25 Years with Outreach Ambassador Cats

Barbara Dicely talks to the audience while her husband
Rob holds onto Shoshone, their 11 year old female
cougar.
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the stage, we put her carrier on the presen-
tation table.  If she gets nervous while she
is out, she can go back into the crate for a
break.  She enjoys being out and loves to
check out the stage.

Of course, the audience thinks she is
beautiful and wants to take her home as a
pet.  This opens up a great opportunity for
a dialog that this is a wild cat and, even
though she is tiny, not a domestic pet.

Two years ago, Dr. Sanderson told us he
was doing a lot of work with the fishing
cat in Southern Asia, and suggested we
add a fishing cat to our program.  “Band-
hu” entered out lives and has become an
amazing ambassador.  Once again, he
takes some additional work on our part, as
he is very shy.  We tell the people in the
audience that they need to be extra quiet
and remain still while he is out.  The chil-
dren always cooperate and are fascinated
by his looks and ability to swim underwa-
ter.  Most people have never heard of a
fishing cat and do not know it is endan-
gered.  When they ask what they can do to
help save these cats, our answer is, “Don’t
buy any product that contains palm oil and
don’t buy farm raised shrimp.”  Palm tree
plantations and shrimp ponds are destroy-
ing the habitat of the fishing cat, flat head-
ed cat, and Asian leopard cat.

If you are considering doing outreach
education with your cats, I strongly
encourage you to add some small cats to
your collection.  Many of the small cat
species are difficult to obtain, but the
rewards are tremendous.  They have won-
derful personalities and you will be help-
ing species that really need help.  The lit-
tle cats deserve to survive and prosper as
much as the big cats
do.

The fishing cat
does not have the
large presence of a
tiger, but he is his
own amazing self.

Have there been
challenges to our out-
reach programs?
Definitely.  Have
there been days when
we wish we had an
office job with little
responsibility?  Yes.
Are today’s programs
different from those
we did in the early
years?  Again, yes.
Times change and our

program has changed with them.  We used
to visit four or five schools a week.  We
had over 12 outreach ambassador cats, so
no cat came out more than two days a
week.  Schools had budgets that allowed
for multiple assemblies each school year.
Today, most of our cats are senior citizens
that no longer participate in our outreach
programs.  School assembly budgets have
been cut drastically.  “Risk Management”
has made entire school districts inaccessi-
ble to us.  The “powers that be” are so
concerned about liability; they will not
allow our assemblies.  Even when we
offer to bring small cats like a serval and a
Geoffroy’s cat, they still think in terms of
400 pound tigers and say NO.  USDA has
changed and continues to change regula-
tions.  In the near future we will probably
not be able to include our cheetah, cougar,
and leopard as outreach ambassadors.  We

are currently doing two outreach presenta-
tions each week.

We spend three to five hours a day in
our van due to increased traffic congestion
in the Bay area.  Our van currently has
340,000 miles on its odometer.

Some days the audience is restless or
one of the cats decides it does not like the
set-up and does not want to participate.
We pay a very large liability insurance
policy annually.  After spending hours in
commuter traffic, we unload cats and feed
21 cats and clean their enclosures.

Is it worth the effort?  We think so.
These cats and their wild cousins are so
very important to us.

This year Rob will turn 70, and I will
turn 69.  We have been talking about retir-
ing.  Then, we go to this week’s school
assembly and meet a parent who says he
saw us when he was in third grade and

remembers everything
we told him about
wild cats.  He remem-
bers the snow leop-
ard’s name was Chin-
su and she was amaz-
ing.  Now, his child is
meeting our cats and
learning to be the next
generation of wild cat
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s .
Maybe five years from
now we will consider
retiring!

You can learn more
about us at our web-
site, www.wildcat-
fund.org.

Rob directs their cheetah, Temba, to walk across the table.

Chachi, a three year old ocelot, demonstrates his climbing abilities for
the audience.
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By Chérie Schroff, Tsavo Cheetah Project 

An Introduction to the Project
Tsavo East National Park, in southeast

Kenya, comprises an area of 13,747 km²
(8,542 square miles), with a large variance
in habitat.  Although declared protected
land by the government of Kenya and
managed by the Kenya Wildlife Service,
multiple species populations, including
the cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus), are declin-
ing.  Bordering the unfenced park to the
southeast and southwest, reside local
tribes and communities who rely upon
livestock or agriculture farming for their
subsistence.  Tragically, conflict with
predators often arises when unguarded
livestock are grazed outside and even
inside the park boundaries during the dry
season.  A lack of knowledge has resulted
in further deaths of cheetahs, which are
often killed simply out of fear. 

Since 2012, the long-term Tsavo Chee-
tah Project has been studying the popula-
tion characteristics and conservation status
of the cheetah in the Tsavo East National
Park.  We began by interviewing local res-
idents, park personnel, and stakeholders
about cheetah presence, behavior, and
conflicts, while also recording cheetah and
other predator spoor and direct sightings.

Methodologies
for monitoring
population sta-
tus and distribu-
tion are non-
i n v a s i v e ,
reflecting regu-
lations in
Kenya’s nation-
al parks.  Direct
sightings are
supplemented
by spoor track-
ing.  Data are
gathered oppor-
tunistically by
tour drivers or
the principal
i n v e s t i g a t o r
within known
cheetah territo-
ries.  Sighting
and spoor locations are mapped for distri-
bution and home range studies.  In dense
vegetation, infrared camera traps have
been useful in confirming presence of
predators and for identifying animals
through their spot patterns.    

We share sighting data with the Zoolog-
ical Society of London, thereby providing
the larger cross-boundary information on

populations in
the Tsavo and
northern Tanza-
nia habitats.  To
date, we have
identified 39
individual chee-
tahs; an addition-
al four (4) obser-
vations remain
uncertain due to
the distances of
the sightings.
Earlier this year,
field efforts
expanded geo-
graphically to
include the
northern sector
of the park
(above the divid-

ing Galana River) and the communities on
the periphery.  We have documented a
moderate to high number of cheetahs
within the study area, although with a sub-
stantial threat of decline due to persecu-
tion by local residents and, less common-
ly, non-selective poaching with snares.
We seek out predator conflict reports from
the neighboring communities and assist
them with appropriate livestock protection
measures.  We also provide information
on predators and their behavior.  Tragical-
ly, in Tsavo, as with many other places in
Africa, cheetahs are sometimes killed for
no reason at all --- simply out of fear.
Local residents of varying tribes within
the Tsavo ecosystem, who lack knowledge
on local predators, see the cheetah merely
as a big animal with teeth and claws; a
threat!  Therefore, they will sometimes
stab, spear, or poison these harmless, non-
aggressive cats simply to rid the fear.

Furthermore, cheetahs and leopards are
often regarded as the same species by a
number of local residents; referred to as
“Chui,” the Kiswahili name for leopard.
They will tell us that cheetahs (even when
shown in photos) live in trees, kill
baboons, and jump over bomas at night.
As knowledge on cheetah behavior and

The Tsavo Cheetah Project team includes Bernard, a resi-
dent of the area who placed camera units on his land to
document the cheetah presence and potential livestock
depredation.

Studying the Cheetah Population for Implementation of Conserva-
tion Measures for Their Survival in Tsavo, Kenya

Chérie Schroff with Mercy, a student at the White House
School, which borders Tsavo East across the Mombasa
Road.  The Tsavo Cheetah Project is the only initiative
working to assist residents with human-wildlife conflict
pertaining to predators in and neighboring Tsavo East and
the majority of Tsavo West National Parks.

During the annual Board of Directors Meeting at the FCF Convention in Wichita, the FCF Board of Directors voted to
approve the Conservation Committee’s recommendation to grant $2,400 to fund the ongoing research, public education,
and human/animal conflict mitigation work in Tsavo, Kenya.  The FCF has joined the Felidae Conservation Fund and TUI
Netherlands in supporting this important work.
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camera trap captures have shown us, they
are in fact speaking of the leopard.  The
cheetah is active during daytime hours,
and hunts in early morning after sunrise
and late afternoon, when the sun begins to
go down.  They do not climb up large
trees like leopards and would only walk
in-between or over a short and very poorly
built boma (livestock corral).  In most
cases of reported and confirmed livestock
depredation by the cheetah, the young
calves, goats, and sheep are attacked when
they are near or actually inside the park
boundary not being supervised, when they
wander off from the herder, or are left
tied, again unsupervised, to a tree or
fence, or in a shallow, make-shift boma. 

There have been some nocturnal cases
of cheetahs taking goats which are tied out
during the night, while the watchmen
sleep.  All of these incidents
are so preventable; but the key
is always education on preda-
tor behavior, especially as it
relates to predation, and the
improvement of livestock hus-
bandry, both of which we
instill in all communities
where such attacks have
occurred, even in those where
they have not.  All depredation
reports made by residents on
the periphery of Tsavo East
continue to be investigated
upon notification.  Investiga-
tions into cheetah presence and
depredation on small (and
occasionally large) bodied
livestock, verification through
examination of bite marks and

measures to reduce
conflict with the chee-
tah and other large
cats, is an ongoing
activity of the project. 

Since inception,
reports from initially
interviewed communi-
ties have decreased,
especially with a large
Maasai community
bordering the Mom-
basa Road, who have
made witnessed efforts
to reduce predator
conflict, at least out-
side the national park.
However, this is with
bias, since many initial
reports from these

Maasai were not believed to be based on
actual conflict in each occasion, but as an
incentive for potential compensation from
the project.  In the past few months, two
of eight reported incidents were verified
by corroborating evidence of cheetah bite
marks.  Camera trap units have since been
placed at this single location where
Oromo people currently reside.  Depreda-
tion, in this case, is believed to be a result
of unsupervised free-range goats in day-
time hours wandering close to the park’s
boundary, as residents had admitted.    

Beginning last year, we had initiated
cheetah and ecology education programs
in local schools with developed curricula
and activity booklets at all grade levels.   

To date, many of the programs consist
of an initial, class appropriate (students
are divided by class level in two separate

sessions) talk on the cheetah and the
Tsavo ecosystem, with slides followed by
art activities, quiz and answer, puppetry
and story reading, with incorporation of
the curriculum-based education booklets.
Simon Trevor of the African Environmen-
tal Film Foundation recently granted the
project DVDs on Kenya cheetahs and
predators to use in the programs for higher
level classes and adults.  In accordance
with the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS),
the Project has established a partnership
with Tsavo East Education Centre through
education warden Twalib Saaid.  The pro-
ject will be keeping the same “A Tsavo
Cheetah’s Ecosystem” program given its
success in ten schools to date, but incor-
porating visits, talks, and films by the
KWS education officers pertaining to
predators in the Tsavo ecosystem.  With
this, we shall also resume the expansion
of the education programs to the eastern
Tsavo West boundary and, eventually,
throughout additional priority areas within
the ecosystem where cheetah presence is
known.  One key reason that we attribute
the programs as being such a success in
the primary schools is because we have
managed to make them so fun for the chil-
dren.  Through incorporating story and
picture books, puppetry, and interaction-
engaging educational activities, we
believe knowledge on and sensitization to
the cheetah will have a much larger long-
term impact and create memorable experi-
ences for the students. 

In secondary schools, this is achieved
through community poster creations on
the cheetah and poem contests, in addition
to curriculum-based activities in the edu-

cational booklets.  The number
of primary school involve-
ments (seven) has been higher
than the secondary schools;
given the class schedules, pri-
mary levels are much more
flexible for inclusion of the
program.  During mid- and
later June, we had the first art
exercise in two primary
schools.  The enthusiasm and
knowledge of the cheetah
actually exceeded our expecta-
tions.  It was remarkably
impressive that the lessons and
stories taught to the students in
just a few months had notably
been retained by the large
majority of pupils.  Their
answers in an oral quiz preced-

In most cases of reported and confirmed livestock
depredation by the cheetah, the young calves, goats,
and sheep are attacked when they are near or actual-
ly inside the park boundary not being supervised,
when they wander off from the herder, or are left tied,
again unsupervised, to a tree or fence, or in a shal-
low, makeshift boma.

Since inception of the Cheetah Project, reports of chee-
tah conflicts have decreased, especially with a large Maa-
sai community bordering the Mombasa Road, who have
made witnessed efforts to reduce predator conflict, at
least outside the national park.
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ing the art assignment sur-
passed what we had predict-
ed and many of the students'
cheetah drawings depicted
the anatomy, adaptations,
and/or specialized behavior
of the cheetah.  Other than
some misspelling of the
word cheetah, which was
never taught through the
programs until afterward,
these recent sessions clearly
indicate the successfulness
of project visits and the
teacher-led program imple-
mentation. 

I also had a chance to
inquire with some students
regarding their parents’ and
other elders’ knowledge on the cheetah
and how they perceived this cat and other
predators on their land and what they have
told them about the cheetah through their
lessons.  As expected, the older children
responded in more detail and the most
common answers I received was that they
had informed their parents that “the chee-
tah is a nice cat that would not harm a per-
son” or “...would not harm a person unless
they were attacked,” with some of the
children appropriately using the word
non-aggressive.  One boy replied that he

had informed his family to “keep the live-
stock in sight, because it would not be the
fault of the cheetah or other animal, if
they were not watched over....”  A few
other students had apparently taught fami-
ly and neighbors that “cheetahs and leop-
ards are very different” and referred to key
aspects of the species’ behaviors and
markings.  From these questions, more
students had committed to talking about
their lessons and activities through the
programs to parents and neighbors, espe-
cially those who live on rural land where
conflict between residents and predators

has occurred.  In a few of
these locations, we found
that we are working with
some of these parents of the
children or communities.

And this is what we are
working toward, since
many of the parents of these
students did not have
the opportunity to
attend school; the chil-
dren will often bring
home their lessons and
share them with their
parents and grandpar-
ents.  Reaching both the
younger and older gen-
erations is the goal for
building awareness and
knowledge of the chee-
tah – and its ecosystem
in Tsavo and why they
both should be protect-
ed and conserved for
now and the future.
There is still a good
deal more booklet mate-

rial and activities to cover.
The kindergarten-aged stu-
dents really enjoy the story
books and cheetah pup-
petry that we had coordi-
nated with their teachers.
Enthusiasm is similarly
evident in class levels 1-7
when we visit.  It essential-
ly becomes a fun, interac-
tive, and educational day
for all involved: the stu-
dents, teachers, and the
project.  We hope we can
continue in these schools
and successfully expand to
others with comparable
and ongoing results.  Of
course, as far as measuring

success through a decline in cheetah and
predator conflict within the study area,
this will take time and depend on the
school program expansion, continued
meetings and interviews, along with
appropriate livestock loss prevention
assistance in communities.  Nevertheless,
the initial school programs are a beginning
and we expect that the students’ communi-
cation with their parents and communities
on the cheetah has already had a positive
impact in some locations.  We will know
more at the end of the year, through pro-
gram evaluations.

The majority of the project’s visits to
regular communities bordering the south-
west boundary of Tsavo East during the
past six months were affected by the con-
struction of a new high-speed SRG rail-
way along the immediate boundary of
southwestern Tsavo East, running from
Mombasa to Nairobi, or by reason of

The project wishes to establish data on
cheetah movements and threats along
the Kasigau Wildlife Corridor, where
there is potential for a large, connecting
cheetah population through to Tsavo
West and trans-border into Tanzania.

Beginning last year, The Tsavo Cheetah Project initiated chee-
tah and ecology education programs in local schools, with
developed curricula and activity booklets at all grade levels.

The majority of the project’s visits to regular
communities bordering the southwest boundary
of Tsavo East during the past six months were
affected by the construction of a new high speed
SRG railway along the immediate boundary of
southwestern Tsavo East, running from Mom-
basa to Nairobi.  Past data on cheetah and lion
sightings, movements and conflict, along this
boundary will be useful in the future for compari-
son and to determine the effects of the new high
speed railway on movements and conflict with
pastoralists and other residents along the
periphery.
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alteration in the animal move-
ments due to the activity and
relocation of some pastoral
residents as a result of the con-
struction. 

I was recently notified of a
cheetah mother and three cubs
that were often seen on the
park side of the construction
site very close to the wildlife
corridor, across from Rukinga.
It appears the mother was try-
ing to find a former water
source outside the park bound-
aries.  Prior to the construction
several months earlier, and
before the birth of her cubs,
she had been seen by the
research team and neighboring
Taita residents crossing the
road.  As far as we know,
Amara herself does not have a
history of preying on live-
stock, but there are still some
local people who fear any large cat, so we
try to monitor her movements, as with
other cheetahs near communities, as much
as possible.  Often this is accomplished
through the assistance of residents with
whom we have built mutual rapport over
the years.  They will phone us when they
see her or another identified individual
cheetah or group, and we will proceed to
the given location immediately, or as soon
as we can, depending on our proximity.
This particular location would not be ideal
for camera trap placement, given its close-
ness to the road with many people passing
by on foot and in vehicle; there would be
a great risk of theft. 

In additional to opportunistic direct
sightings, we scan for cheetah spoor or
scat, which at least provides evidence of
cheetah presence and, in some cases, the
sex and approximate age of the animal (by
size and distribution of the tracks).  On
occasion, especially in the park, tracking
of their spoor has actually led us to chee-
tahs.  We are very curious who the father
of Amara’s cubs may be; if he mostly
resides across the corridor road on the
Rukinga side or closer to Amara in south-
ern Tsavo East.  He can be one of nine (9)
known identified males within this south-
ern area.  Past data cheetah and lion sight-
ings, movements, and conflict along this
boundary will be useful in the future for
comparison and obtainment of the effects
of the new high-speed railway on move-
ments and conflict with pastoralists and

other residents along the periphery. 
Since inception, the project has

focused efforts in the southern sector
of Tsavo East, and on peripheries of
the south-western boundary.  Data on
individual cheetahs and their distribu-
tion and movements is still lacking
along the Kasigau Wildlife Corridor
into southern Tsavo West National
Park connecting to the boundary line
of Tanzania, into Mkomazi National
Park.  From the Tsavo East cheetah
population and Rukinga Sanctuary
across the Mombasa Road, there is
potential for a large, connecting chee-
tah population through to Tsavo West,
and even the trans-border into Tanza-
nia.  Evidence, however, is deficient,
requiring further and ideally collabora-
tive research.  For this reason, the pro-
ject has also executed grant requests to
establish data on cheetah movements
and threats along the Kasigau Wildlife
Corridor and southern Tsavo West to
the Tanzania border; to identify indi-
vidual cheetahs for subsequent ongo-
ing monitoring and movement data,
and conduct an initial threat assess-
ment on threats to the species through
semi-formal interviews with local resi-
dents, stakeholders, and park person-
nel, and corroborated findings by the
project.  Results will provide a base-
line number of cheetahs within this
study area, their distribution, initial
spatial data, and potentially corrobo-
rated evidence of trans-border move-

ments and connecting cheetah
populations between Kenya
and Tanzania, paving the way
for ongoing, collaborative
monitoring and threat interven-
tion.

Of course, our field sessions
will continue in Tsavo East, to
monitor identified animals over
time and identify new animals
(or those unidentified), as well
as our scheduled school visits
for the education, response, and
investigation to community
conflict reports.  Here, there is
also opportunity for more focus
on movements, numbers, and
conservation status of lions and
other feline species.  Thankful-
ly, with the support of the
Feline Conservation Federa-
tion, we can move forward
with all of our critical field pro-
grams for the Tsavo cheetahs.

Chérie is familiar with Amara, a mother cheetah, and her
three cubs.  This family is often seen on the park side of
the construction site, very close to the wildlife corridor,
across from Rukinga.  It appears Amara was trying to
find a former water source outside the park boundaries. 

One key reason Chérie believes the
educational programs are such a suc-
cess in the primary schools is because
they are fun for the children.  Through
incorporating story and picture books,
puppetry and interactive, engaging edu-
cational activities, Chérie believes
knowledge on and sensitization to the
cheetah will have a much larger long-
term impact, by creating memorable
experiences for the students.
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Edited from articles by Taylor Hill and
Chris Clark

The Bobcat Protection Act of 2013 was
intended to stop California’s commercial
bobcat trapping trade.  The act came about
after public outcry over the disappearance
of bobcats on private land and in areas
just outside Joshua Tree National Park.

However, by the time Governor Jerry
Brown signed the bill, it had been amend-
ed into a semi-ban on bobcat trapping—
creating no-trapping zones around nation-
al parks and wildlife refuges, but allowing
trapping elsewhere.  Commercial trapping
is still licensed.  And demand for bobcat
pelts overseas has driven up prices to as
much as $200 to $600 for just one clean,
white belly fur hide—quite an increase
from the $78 a bobcat pelt fetched as
recently as 2009.

Those rising pelt prices fueled a 50 per-
cent increase in California bobcats killed
in 2012, compared with the previous year,
resulting in 1,813 bobcats taken from the
wild.

Wildlife officials were once again asked
by conservation groups and citizens for
the full ban to be instated—and an end to
the pelt trade in that state.  At a state Fish
and Game Commission meeting in April,
officials reviewed their options and heard
from the public on the bill: Around 40
people spoke in support of a total ban,
with only four members speaking against
it.

“Right now, the fate of bobcats
is tied to the rise and fall of its fur
prices in the international market,
instead of a science-based plan,”
said Brendan Cummings, senior
counsel for the conservation group
Center for Biological Diversity.

Still, the whole operation might
have gone unnoticed and
unchecked if it hadn’t been for the
near decimation of the species in
the bobcat-loving community near
Joshua Tree.

“We had bobcats coming in and
out of people’s yards every day—
people had named them,”
explained Cummings, who lives in
Joshua Tree.  “Then, very quickly,
they started to disappear.”

The high desert community town
lies on the border of the national
park; trappers were lining the

park’s boundary with wire cages equipped
with bobcat lures, cat toys, and potent
scent attractants.

“When we found out about the trap-
ping, we suddenly realized where all of
the bobcats had gone,” Cummings said.

Bobcats are widespread in the United
States, with established populations in 47
of the Lower 48.  Most states still allow
hunting or trapping of bobcats in some
form, but often set limits on how many an
individual trapper can catch in a given
year.

But in California, from November
through January, it’s open season on the
bobcat.  Since Prop 4 passed in 1998, it's
illegal to trap any wild animal in Califor-
nia using a leg hold or similar trap.  Bob-
cat trappers in California tend to use cage
traps. 

As long as the total haul each year
didn’t approach 14,400, the Department of
Fish and Wildlife (DFW) maintained that
the trapping season wasn’t hurting the
bobcats.  14,400 is an oddly precise num-
ber, so it's natural to assume there's some
science behind it.  And there is: it's one
fifth of California's bobcat population
when that population was last estimated --
in the late 1970s.

In 1979, the group Defenders of
Wildlife sued to block export of bobcats
from California, charging that the limit
was based on faulty population estimates
and assumptions about how quickly bob-

cats replenish their population after being
hunted or trapped.

Defenders of Wildlife prevailed in
court; a judge ordered a halt to export of
bobcat pelts from California in 1982, and
said that freeze could be lifted only when
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
came up with scientifically accurate esti-
mates of California's bobcat population
and its ability to absorb losses to trapping
and hunting.  FWS never provided that
estimate, and yet the court order banning
bobcat trapping was lifted in December
1982, when changes to the Endangered
Species Act made the case legally moot.

In Joshua Tree, Cummings said a local
commercial trapper snagged 50 bobcats in
2012, the year the community started to
notice a dearth of bobcats in the area.
While 50 fewer bobcats might not be dev-
astating to the species’ overall health,
Cummins thinks the concentrated killings
can be regionally detrimental.

“Around Joshua Tree, its estimated
there is about one bobcat for every two
square miles of territory,” Cummings said.
“That means he wiped out the bobcat pop-
ulation in about a 100-square-mile radius
just outside of a national park.”

Bobcats are less picky in their eating
habits than some of their relatives, like the
lynx, but for the most part they eat rabbits
and rodents.  Like other predators, they
act as a regulator on their prey popula-
tions.  Without predators to keep them in

check, prey populations explode.
Here's an example of how remov-

ing predators can have really bad
effects.  2002 was a dry year in
Joshua Tree, and scientists in the
national park here noticed that a
number of Joshua trees were dying.
On examination, they found that
small mammals such as black-tailed
jackrabbits and antelope ground
squirrels were stripping the bark
from Joshua trees to get at the moist
tissue beneath, killing the trees in
their quest for water.  Such dry
years are expected to increase in
number and severity as the climate
warms.  Bobcats eat ground squir-
rels and jackrabbits.  They're thus
one of the Joshua tree's most impor-
tant allies in a warming world.

If California’s bobcat manage-
ment policy is based on 30 year old
data that a court of law found faulty

California Ends Bobcat Trapping

The disappearance of the Joshua Tree bobcats
sparked a public outcry to end the commercial
trapping of bobcats on private land and in areas
just outside the Joshua Tree National Park.
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back then, how sure can anyone be that
the trees will still have those allies when
they need them?

Bobcat habitat has been steadily altered
in the state of California.  Bobcats live
throughout the state, and throughout the
state forests have been cut down, desert
habitat paved over for suburbs, roads
built, and the number of speeding drivers
increased.  If the 14,400 number had any
validity 30 years ago, it's long since been
made obsolete.

One hurdle left for conservationists was
to show the detrimental effects the trade
can have on the species.  But that’s easier
said than done.  For starters, no one
knows for sure if bobcats are in decline or
increasing in numbers, because nobody’s
counted them in California since the
1970s.

At that time, the population was esti-
mated at 70,000 statewide.  Since then,
trapping numbers have gone up and down
with the rise and fall of pelt prices.  The
biggest trapping year came in 1978, with
20,000 bobcats killed, and the lowest trap
total came in 2002, with 580 bobcats tal-
lied.

“It’s funny, because conservationists

will say, ‘We probably shouldn’t kill them
until we know how they are doing,’ but
trappers will say, ‘We don’t need to regu-
late trapping until there are numbers
telling us the animals are in trouble,’ ”
Cummings said.

Even with the Bobcat Protection Act in
place, 1,639 bobcats were taken in 2014.

“Even if bobcats are abundant, we’re
still against the commercial exploitation
of them,” Cummings said.  “And people

can say the Joshua Tree story is just anec-
dotal evidence, but seeing that a single
trapper in a single season can cause a
noticeable difference in a region’s popula-
tion is cause for concern.”

On August 5th, the California Fish and
Game Commission voted three to two in
favor of ending the commercial and recre-
ational trapping of bobcats everywhere in
California, becoming the first state in the
nation to do so.
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FCF Table at 2014 Wildlife Conservation Expo

On Saturday, October 10th, the FCF will be at the Mission Bay Conference
Center at University of California San Francisco, with a display table at the
Wildlife Conservation Expo.  The FCF has been represented there for the
past decade and has been welcomed back again for this year. 

The annual Conservation Expo is a great way to meet members of the pub-
lic interested in wildlife and talk to them about the FCF.  The Expo has plenty
of conservation groups on hand, including Dr. Jim Sanderson, and a lineup of
great speakers.  Dr. Jane Goodall is this year’s keynote speaker. 

Director Chris Tromborg will be manning our table along with two of the
FCF’s member organizations, Lyon Ranch and Wild Cat Education and Con-
servation Fund.  If you are in the area October 10th, drop by and say hi, and if
you want to help man the table, contact Chris; his info is on the contacts page
of this Journal.
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Summary of the presentation by Kathy
Stearns, co-founder Dade City’s Wild
Things, during the FCF Convention in
Wichita, Kansas

Zoological businesses place a lot of
emphasis on the safety of their animals
and the public.  Every state has laws about
public safety and the federal USDA
agency enforces regulations to protect ani-
mal welfare.  But do not neglect to protect
your employees and interns and regular
volunteers because there is another federal
agency looking at your business.  This is
OSHA, the Occupational Health and Safe-

ty Administration.
All three are equally important, but the

best way to take care of all three is by
making sure your animals are well condi-
tioned, on mark, and prepared.  This will
ensure the public and employees are safe. 

Kathy advises that the best way to keep
in USDA compliance is to rely heavily on
your veterinarian.  Establish a close work-
ing relationship and keep the vet in the
loop of all animal related matters.  Devel-
op written protocols for all situations,
such as training, transportation, encoun-
ters, food, medical, euthanasia, proper
handling and caging, emergency equip-
ment, inspection, medical records,
injuries, or death of the animals.  When
being inspected by the USDA, videotape
your inspection.  If the animal care inspec-
tor objects, explain that you are recording
for “training purposes.”

For OSHA compliance, Kathy imparts

an important piece of advice.  You cannot
make a workplace accident free.  But you
can train and provide proper equipment to
mitigate those dangers.  While OSHA
compliance has always been a concern for
zoos and their employees, there has been a
recent trend of animal rights activists to
use OSHA complaints as another avenue
for attacking zoological parks.

The OSHA regulations apply to all
employers and their employees.  But vol-
unteers are not covered.  But who counts
as an employee and who is a volunteer?

Volunteers can fall into a legal gray area
in regards to OSHA.  Generally for-profit

facilities have a difficult time
claiming a volunteer is not a
de facto employee.  In not-for-
profit facilities, compensating
volunteers by giving them a T-
shirt or meals (including a
Christmas celebratory dinner)
may reclassify a volunteer as
an employee.  The question is
does the volunteer perform
routine, regular work that
replaces a paid position?  Or is
the volunteer someone who
comes in when they want, and
does what they want?  Volun-
teers and interns that have
expected duties and receive
any small amount of compen-
sation can be considered
“unpaid employees” by
OSHA.

Again, Kathy stressed the importance of
written documentation.  Create written
manuals on daily activities and emergency
situations.  Every protocol should be writ-
ten down, every training session docu-
mented, and certificates always handed
out.  Make safety checks by ensuring you
have the proper equipment for the job and
generate monthly and annual reports.
Have MSDA (Material Safety Data
Sheets) for all chemicals (bleach, cleaning
fluids, disinfectants, etc.) posted for
employees.  Perform inspections of your
facility and be prepared should there ever
be an injury or death at your facility.
Read up on OSHA and know your rights. 

Training is a great first step.  Having
written instructions but never practicing
them in real life can lead to poor perfor-
mance when a crisis develops.  Document
that employees have been to training, at a

minimum, have yearly refreshers.  Train
and document your employees in levels:
Tour Guide/Keeper/Trainer/Management.

OSHA will investigate major animal
related injuries.  These can be injuries
from animal bites, kicks, and scratches, or
septicemia from animal bites.  

When an animal escapes, if you and
your staff are not trained, you could end
up shooting a person instead of an animal,
like what happened when a zoo vet acci-
dentally shot a tranquilizer dart into an
employee during an escape drill in June
2014, at Tenerife, Canary Gun Islands.
Kathy again stressed that safety protocol
is very important!

Additional situations that should be part
of your safety protocol are what to do
about heat and cold injuries.  Summertime
work can lead to heat exhaustion.  Symp-
toms include dizziness, weakness, nausea,
and muscle cramps.  This can lead to even
more severe situations of heat stroke, with
symptoms of lethargy, altered mental sta-
tus, and even unconsciousness.  Winter-
time has the threat of hypothermia, caus-
ing pale, bluish extremities, altered mental
status, and also unconsciousness.

As an employer, it is your responsibility
to supply employees with proper equip-
ment to do the job safely.  An example is
fire extinguishers.  But you must have

Having written instructions but never practic-
ing them in real life can lead to poor perfor-
mance when a crisis develops.  Escape train-
ing can prepare the staff for a smooth recap-
ture in real life situations.

OSHA, the New USDA: Now There is the "BIG THREE”

MSDA forms must be available to
everyone for every chemical on site
and this includes cleaning solu-
tions and medications.
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documented training and monthly inspec-
tions and generate reports.  Failure to do
any of these is each a separate violation
and fine.  Provide knife cutting safety
gloves.  Provide respiratory masks.  These
masks require training for proper use and
doctor written approval.  Ladders – did
you know that ladders up to three feet in
height must be secured to the area, and
when using ladders over 52" in height,
you must provide rigging?  These are only
a few areas that can easily be overlooked
and will cost you lots of money.

It is imperative that you train and sup-
ply your employees with the proper equip-
ment.  You must also have the training in
written form and have the employee sign
that they understood and will abide by the
training.  Make your training alive with
“Certifications.”  OSHA will visit after an
accident and wants to see proof of train-
ing.  OSHA wants “Industry Training”
and today’s professionally run animal
businesses are supplying this void.

Develop written protocols for training
employees in emergencies.  What is each
employee’s job who helps, who leaves,
and where they go.  Write down who,
when, and how to alert management, and
who, when, and how to alert authorities.
Who is responsible for safety checks of
equipment?  Who does training on safety
equipment and procedures?  Whose
responsibility is it to protect the public?
Who addresses the press?  Prepare press
releases for a variety of emergency situa-
tions.

Under OSHA Recordkeeping regulation
(29 CFR 1904), covered employers are
required to prepare and maintain records
of serious occupational injuries and ill-
nesses, using OSHA 300 LOG.  These
records are to be kept for
five (5) years.  MSDA forms
must be available to every-
one for every chemical on
site and this includes clean-
ing solutions and medica-
tions.  You must be able to
print MSDA forms for
employees going to hospi-
tals or doctors’ offices if
needed.

Some situations require
OSHA inspections, so learn
your rights.  A death or in-
patient hospitalization of
three or more employees
must be reported within
eight hours to 1-800-321

OSHA (6742).  If in motor vehicle acci-
dent - do not notify, but log in on an
OSHA 300 log.  If an employee has a
heart attack, you must notify OSHA.  If
death or injury occurs on public trans-
portation, do not notify, but log in on an
OSHA 300 log.  If death or hospitalization
occurs over 30 days, you do not have to
report.

Information needed to be provided
when reporting to OSHA includes the
establishment name, location, time and
date of incident, number of fatalities or
hospitalization, and names of the injured,
and the contact person and a brief descrip-
tion of the incident.

There are two kinds of OSHA inspec-
tions, depending upon whether it is based
on complaints or referrals.  Complaints
are by employees, referrals are by a sec-
ond party.  Inspections can be either com-
prehensive or partial.  Full inspections are
performed on potentially high hazard
areas. 

Focused inspections are limited to cer-
tain potential hazard areas.  Inspections
are typically made during regular working
hours.  CSHO inspector must show cre-
dentials.  They will meet with the employ-
er’s representative, usually a safety offi-
cer.  They will also meet with an employ-
ee representative, usually elected by the
employees.  You have the right to refuse
an inspection without a warrant.

OSHA priorities in this order are:
Imminent danger, catastrophes and fatal
accidents, employee complaint, agency
referrals, targeted inspections, follow-up
inspections. 

The inspection process is as follows:
The compliance officer prepares an
inspection history, and studies standards
that apply, does media research and opens
the conference.  He will explain how you
were selected, likely scope of inspections,
and any standards that apply.  For exam-
ple here is a walkthrough.  Officer and
accompanying representatives proceed to
inspect your animal business for safety
and health hazards.  OSHA officer deter-
mines route and duration of inspection.
The officer is required to keep all trade
secrets confidential.  The officer can con-
sult employees during the tour, and will
inspect postings and record keeping
requirements.  The inspector will review
hazard communication program, MSDS
and training program.  The officer should

point out to employer any
unsafe or unhealthy condi-
tions observed and discuss
possible corrective actions.
At the conclusion, the officer
conducts a closing confer-
ence with employer, employ-
ees or their representative.
They should leave the
OSHA Employer Rights and
Responsibilities (OSHA
3000) and inform you of
your appeal rights.

So remember – Safety
First. Our industry must be
ready, well-trained, and
properly equipped to mini-
mize any dangers!!

Situations that should be part of
your safety protocol include ladder
safety.
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By Lynette Lyon

Medium sized cats are
some of the most popular
animals in the industry of
wildlife education, and for
excellent reason.  Cats
have fascinated humans
for thousands of years and
the bigger the cat, the bet-
ter.  Impressing people
with a lion or tiger does
not take much effort.  Well
trained small cats, howev-
er, hold the impact of their
larger cousins, while
remaining a safer alterna-
tive.

Some cats, like the
ocelot, bobcat, and lynx,
are well known by both
animal professionals and
the public.  Other cats tend
to stay unknown to those
outside of the animal
world, despite being popular working ani-
mals.  The serval and the caracal are two
such cats that remain anonymous to some
degree.

One of the reasons for this is the human
condition of associating what we see with
something else.  Oftentimes, people see
serval and think cheetah, or see caracal
and jump to mountain lion.  Even after

explaining what the animal is, people will
walk away from a show thinking that the
baby cheetah was adorable.

This is one of several reasons why
using medium sized cats in education is
important.  All the smaller wild cats bring
something special to the table, as well as
their own challenges.  Bobcats are well
known to people throughout the U.S.,
which makes them enjoyable to talk
about.  At the same time, they are infa-
mous to trainers for their stubborn
natures.  Ocelots are easy to identify by
their stunning fur, but also by their lock-
ing jaws and nasty attitudes. 

When it comes to show-
ing servals and caracals,
someone might think that
they have similar character-
istics.  If these two cats
were only compared by
sight, they would be much
alike.  Both animals aver-
age 30 to 40 pounds with
long legs and large ears.  

Why, then, is the caracal
generally considered to be
more difficult to work with
than the serval?  Looking at
the contrast between cara-
cals and servals in nature,
one answer to their person-
ality differences could be
their food.  

Servals are adaptable
predators designed for
hunting a wide variety of
tiny prey.  Perhaps since
their diet consists of less
challenging creatures, they

are rarely faced with confrontation, which
could explain their shyer personality.
Caracals, though, are content to hunt prey
much larger than themselves.  They are
also willing to defend themselves, where
servals are more likely to flee.  In han-
dling situations, these opposite natures
seem like they would need to be
approached in different ways.  The initial
training for both cats, however, should be
the same.  

When they are babies, they need social-
ization; how trainers do this does not mat-
ter as long as the animals are comfortable
in as many situations as possible.  Many

ANIMAL FINDERS' GUIDE
Published the first of each month
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Informative articles on exotic

animal husbandry and what is
happening in the industry.

Exotic animals,
related products & services,

auctions & shows advertised.

PO Box 99, Prairie Creek, IN 47869
phone: 812-898-2678, fax: 812-989-2013
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Benefits of Early Socialization

Lynette Lyon presents her female serval, Nahndi, for the benefit
of the residents of a retirement home, enriching their lives and
stimulating the feline as well.

Lynette has added Shiva, a female
caracal, to her wildlife ambassador
program. 
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trainers refuse to allow their kittens’ expo-
sure to new people and environments.
What newer handlers fail to realize is that
public areas are ideal training grounds.
They do not even need to tell people that
they have an animal with them.  The
exposure to the smells and sounds of a
social environment is an ideal starting
point.

As the kittens grow older, their differ-
ences in personality become more obvi-
ous.  It is their physical differences that
become dangerous.  A caracal’s superior
strength as they age can be difficult to
handle.  Where a serval may hiss and try
to hide in an alarming situation, a caracal
is more likely to take an aggressive
approach.  Biting and scratching is
expected from a caracal that is unhappy
with its circumstances.  

A simple way to distract either type of
cat is to use a favorite toy.  A plush toy
that a cat has had since it was newborn is
both comforting and engaging at any age.
Additionally, a toy that plays on predatory
instincts is an excellent tool.  Even a
cheap stick toy from the pet store will
work, though those do not last long.

Teaching any cat to accept a harness is
a challenge that even domestic cat owners

know about.  Again, the key is to start
young.  Rubbing a kitten’s belly while it is
being bottle fed, or putting a collar on
while it is distracted
by a dishcloth is an
easy place to start.
Training to work on a
leash in public should
always be a positive
experience for the cat.

At the end of the
day, despite their dif-
ferences, the initial
training for almost
any small cat again
comes down to
socialization.  It is the
simplest, yet most
overlooked step for
any animal trainer.
Perhaps people refuse
to socialize because
they do not feel as
special anymore if the
cat likes someone
else.  Or maybe it is
the fear that the ani-
mal will react in an
adverse way.  No
matter the reason, all

animal trainers need to recognize the ben-
efit of early exposure to the public.

Lynette and Shiva attend a black tie fundraiser event.
The bouquet of carnations keeps the young feline
occupied.
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June 25, Wichita Airport La Quinta Inn
and Suites

Present were Kevin Chambers, presi-
dent; Mindy Stinner, vice president; Lynn
Culver, treasurer & executive director; Pat
Callahan, director.  Absent were Debi
Willoughby, secretary; Chris Tromborg,
director; and Robert Bean, director.

Lynn Culver gave the treasurer’s report.
Total FCF assets are $96,930.57.  January
through June 2015 income: $18,448.52.
January through June 2015 expenses: $19,
573.29.

The board ratified the First Quarter
Board Meeting Minutes as printed in the
March/April 2015 Journal.

Lynn Culver gave a report on the status
of the new FCF website.  Code writing is
nearly completed and issues of security
have been addressed.  Home page will
have a video.  Presently, the “InCATve-
nient Truth” runs in this place.  Lynn dis-
cussed composing a video based on inter-
views with FCF board and members, and
clips of the convention.  Robert Hohn and
Tim Stoffel agreed to video during con-
vention.  Mindy Patterson agreed to edit
clips together.

Mindy Stinner gave a report
on the Wild Species Registry
and showed the board the web-
site as it stands now.  The site is
ready for test entries and FCF
member cats will be entered at
no cost.  The Registry needs
volunteers to be trained to enter
cats and should be divided by
species.  Registry assistants
need to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding to allow the
species managers to enter lin-
eage info from other people.
Moved by Mindy that the FCF
adopt a coordinated species
breeding program.  Details to
be determined by the board and
membership as developed.
Seconded by Pat.  Motion car-
ries with four yes votes.

Lynn moved that the FCF
donate an additional $2,000 to
Conservators’ Center for the
continuation of the code writing
project.  Three yes votes, one
abstain, motion carries.

The board discussed re-
vamping the Wildlife Conser-

vation Educators course into smaller
workshops.  A survey was printed to be
passed around at the membership meeting
to gain feedback from the members on
what topics are of the most interest.

Marketing Report - The FCF Facebook
group has 1,799 members.  Kurt Beckel-
man reported and his Facebook group,
Exotic Animal Owners and Friends, has
3,317 members and several have joined
the FCF.  FCF members will be asked at
the membership meeting to provide addi-
tional leads for Journal advertisers and
Kurt will follow up.  Suggested was for
the advertisers to have a promo code on
their ads so they can track sales through
FCF advertising.  A request was made to
add onto printed membership applications
the question, “Who referred you?”  This is
already in place on website questionnaire
and Lynn reported that almost all new
members join online.

Pat Callahan presented the board with a
grant application from the Tsavo Cheetah
Project for $2,400, to cover the cost of
vehicle maintenance for community pro-
grams.  The project’s official title is
“Cheetah Monitoring and Education in the

High Conflict Tsavo East Communities.”
Only two members of the Conservation
Grants Committee voted, but both
approved.  The board discussed the merits
of a cheetah conservation project and
agreed that working with the Kenya Gov-
ernment and the Felidae Conservation
Fund was beneficial to the organization as
well as the cheetah.  Pat moved that the
board approve a $2,400 grant to the Tsavo
Cheetah Project in Kenya, with two stipu-
lations; that the article for the Journal be
submitted prior to dispersing the grant,
and that the FCF receive future reports
and photo updates on small cat species in
future articles, as well as the expected
update of the cheetah project.  Motion was
seconded by Mindy.  Motion carried with
four yes votes.

Pat reported that this was the only grant
application and that ways to better pro-
mote the FCF Conservation Grant needs
to be explored.  Pat suggested that the
FCF contact former grant recipients to see
what they are doing now and if they need
any additional funding.

Kevin Chambers stated he wished for
the FCF to update its USDA Feline Cen-

sus database.  Lisa Werner vol-
unteered to work on this project.

Lynn Culver reported that the
PR Vocus account contact is
expired and that renewal would
be $1,800, and needed to be
finalized by June 30.  Lynn
reported that the previous year’s
contract offered many services
that were not utilized due to a
lack of time and assistance and
expressed doubt that more could
be accomplished in the coming
year.  Mindy moved that the
FCF approve the annual PR
VOCUS contract for $1,800,
with Jamie Borros volunteering
on the public relations commit-
tee to work on the press releas-
es, and additional assistance
will be requested at the annual
membership meeting.  Lynn
seconded the motion.  The
motion carried with four year
votes.

Meeting adjourned.
Minutes by Lynn Culver,

standing in for Debi Willough-
by. 

2015 Annual Convention Board of Director Meeting Minutes
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Front Cover:  Ashwin Naidu took this photo of one of Tanganyika Wildlife Park’s beautiful snow leopards.  The
FCF Convention toured the ZAA-accredited zoo during the annual convention in Wichita, Kansas.

The mission of the FCF is to support the conservation of wild
felids by advocating for qualified individuals to own and to pur-
sue husbandry of wild felines, providing expertise and material
support to ensure the continued welfare and viability of these
populations, contributing to research, and funding protection

programs that benefit felids living in nature.

Back Cover:   Tim Stoffel took this convention photo of Jamie Borros taking a cell phone selfie with one of the
tigers at the Sedgwick County Zoo.

www.FelineConservation.orgwww.FelineConservation.org
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